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A B S T R A C T
T w o  t y p e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  a p p e a r  in  the  p a g e s  o f  V ic t o r i a n  
f i c t i o n .  O ne, a  m o n i s t i c  c r e a t i o n  o f  the  E v a n g e l i c a l  t e m p e r a ­
m e n t ,  f in d s  th e  s in n e r  in  the  s i n  and ju d g e s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  to  
b e  c r u d e ,  v i l e ,  a v a r i c i o u s ,  h e d o n i s t i c ,  and t o t a l l y  s e l f - c e n t e r e d .  
T h e s e c o n d ,  m o r e  h u m a n i t a r ia n ,  d r a w s  c o n c l u s i o n s  ab ou t the  
s i n n e r  f r o m  th e  c a u s e s  w h ic h  l e d  h e r  in to  s in .
H u m a n it a r ia n s  s u c h  a s  W. R .  G r e g ,  W i l l i a m  A c to n ,  and  
H e n r y  M a y h e w  a r g u e d  th a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  w e r e  
f o r c e d  in to  t h e ir  p r o f e s s i o n  e i t h e r  b y  p o v e r t y  o r  s e d u c t io n .
T h u s ,  a l th o u g h  t h e y  c o n d e m n e d  the s in  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  no  l e s s  
th a n  d id  the E v a n g e l i c a l s , t h e y  e x te n u a te d  th e  fa u l t  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  and d e p ic t e d  p r o s t i t u t e s  a s  in n o c e n t ,  s e l f l e s s ,  and  
a n t i - m a t e r i a l .
T h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  p r o s t i t u t e  a p p e a r s  in  f i c t i o n  a s  an  im a g e  
fo r  s i n  in  m u c h  the  s a m e  w a y  a s  d o e s  A d a m  and E v e ’s s e l f i s h  
and lu s t f u l  p o s t l a p s a r i a n  s e x  in  M i l to n 's  e p i c .  V a n ity ,  p r id e ,  
s e l f - l o v e  and a m b i t i o n - - v a l u e s  w h ic h  a r e  t o t a l l y  s e l f - d i r e c t e d - -  
c o u ld  b e  i m a g e d  i n  p r o s t i t u t io n  w h e r e  s e x ,  p r o p e r l y  the v e h ic l e
i v
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f o r  e x p r e s s i n g  s e l f l e s s  l o v e ,  i s  r e d i r e c t e d  to  s e r v e  th e  p u r p o s e  
o f  p e r s o n a l  g a in .  S u c h  an  i m a g e  i s  m a d e  u s e  o f  b y  S a m u e l  
W a r r e n  in  P a s s a g e s  F r o m  th e  D ia r y  o f  a L a te  P h y s i c i a n  (1832)  
and  b y  H e n r y  G la d w y n  J e b b  in  Out o f  the D e p th s  (1859).
M a t e r i a l i s m ,  th e  c o m m e r c i a l  s p i r i t  w h ic h  C a r ly l e  f e a r e d  
w a s  r e d u c in g  a l l  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  to  " C a s h - p a y m e n t ,  " c o u ld  
a l s o  be  i m a g e d  b y  a  p r o s t i t u t io n  w h ic h  d e b a s e d  s e x ,  a m e a n s  
o f  g iv in g  in  l o v e ,  to  a  m e a n s  s i m p l y  o f  g e t t in g .  T h e  d e h u m a n i ­
z a t i o n  th a t  i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m  i s  s e e n  as p r o s t i t u t io n  
in  J . A . F r o u d e ' s  " T he L ie u t e n a n t ’s D a u g h te r "  (1847), A u g u s tu s  
M a y h e w 's  P a v e d  W ith G old  (1858), and D i c k e n s ’ O l iv e r  T w i s t  
(1 8 3 8 -1 8 3 9 ) .  In M r s .  G a s k e l l ' s  M a r y  B a r t o n  (1848), E s t h e r ' s  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  i m a g e s  th e  d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  th a t  i s  a  c o n c o m i t a n t  
o f  l a i s s e z  f a i r e .  A nd th e  d e p e r s o n a l i z i n g  m a r r i a g e  o f  c o n v e n i ­
e n c e  i s  i m a g e d  a s  p r o s t i t u t i o n  in  V a n ity  F a i r  (1848), D o m b e y  
and Son  (1848), and T r o l l o p e ' s  C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r  (1864).  
I r o n i c a l l y ,  in  th e  c a s e  o f  a l l  b u t  V a n ity  F a i r , th e  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  
d e p ic t e d  h u m a n i t a r ia n i s  t i c  a l ly ;  a lth o u g h  h e r  p r o s t i t u t io n  r e p r e ­
s e n t s  and c o n d e m n s  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  the p r o s t i t u t e  h e r s e l f  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h e r  a c t i o n s .  B e c k y  S h a r p  f r e e l y  c h o o s e s  to  
m a r r y  fo r  m o n e y ,  bu t in  e a c h  o f  th e  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  a  g i r l  i s  f o r c e d  
in to  d e n y in g  h u m a n  v a l u e s  in  fa v o r  of m a t e r i a l  v a l u e s .  T h u s ,
th e  p e r s o n s  o r  th e  i n s t i t u t io n s  th a t  do th e  f o r c i n g  a r e  c o n d e m n e d  
b y  th e  e v a l u a t i v e  m e t a p h o r  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  w h i le  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  f r e q u e n t ly  r e p r e s e n t  the  s e l f l e s s  v a lu e s  e s p o u s e d  b y  
h u m a n i t a r ia n  i d e a l i s t s .
W hen  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n  r e l i g i o n  o f  d u ty  s p r a n g  up in  th e  
w a k e  o f  a t ta c k s  o n  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  th e  
m o s t  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  s in n e r  o f  th e  a g e ,  b e c a m e  th e  p e r f e c t  
m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  th e  t r u e  C h r i s t ia n  c o u ld  s h o w  the w a y  in  w h ic h  
h e  e m b o d ie d  the d iv in e  i m a g e  o f  l o v e .  A m o n g  the  p r o s t i t u t e s  
th a t  a r e  s i m p l y  o b j e c t s  u p o n  w h ic h  a p r o t a g o n i s t ' s  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  
m ig h t  be e x p e n d e d  a r e  C a r r y  B r a t t l e  ( T r o l l o p e ' s  T h e  V ic a r  o f  
B u l lh a m p t o n , 1870 ) ,  A n n ie  B r o o k  ( F e l i c i a  S k e n e ' s  H id d e n  D e p t h s , 
1866),  and the w h o r e s  o f  M r s .  H ou stou rfs  "R e c o m m e n d e d  to  
M e r c y "  (1863). B u t w h e n  th e  d iv in e  i m a g e  b e c a m e  d iv in i t y  
i t s e l f ,  b e c a m e  w h a t  H o x ie  N . F a i r c h i l d  c a l l s  th e  " d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e ,  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e  b e c a m e  a  p o s i t i v e  i d e a l  b y  v ir tu e  o f  h e r  c a p a c i t y  
f o r  s e x u a l  lo v e  and f o r  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e ,  th e  c h a r i t y  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
a t tr ib u te d  to  h e r  in  th e  f i c t i o n  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s .  T h e  p r o s t i t u t e  
o f  G i s s i n g ' s  T h e  U n c l a s s e d  (1884) and t h o s e  o f  W ilk ie  C o l l i n s '
T he N e w  M a g d a le n  (1873) and T h e  F a l l e n  L e a v e s  (1886) a r e  a m o n g  
l a t e - c e n t u r y  e m b o d im e n t s  o f  t h i s  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e .  B y  th e  end  
o f  the  V i c t o r i a n  a g e ,  th e n ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  h a d  g o n e  f r o m  p a r ia h  to
d iv in i ty ,  f r o m  th e  m o s t  G o d l e s s  o f  s i n n e r s  to  th e  m o s t  G o d lik e
o f  h u m a n s .
CHAPTER I
"T H E  G R E A T  SO C IA L  E V I L ”
M a c a u la y  m a y  h a v e  b o a s te d  o f  the E n g la n d  o f  183 0 w ith  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  and c o n f id e n c e ,  and B a i l e y ' s  F e s t u s  m a y  h a v e  
h e a r d  th e  a g e  ru n g  in  w ith  b e l l s ,  but y o u n g  V i c t o r i a  w a s  a l s o  
m e t  b y  a f a r  m o r e  p e s s i m i s t i c ,  f a r  l e s s  s a t i s f i e d  g r e e t in g .  The  
b la s t in g  c u r s e  o f  B la k e ' s  d i s e a s e d ,  y o u th fu l  h a r lo t  s ta n d s  a s  a  
s y m b o l  fo r  the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  fa r  m o r e  a d e q u a te ly  th a n  d o e s  
a n y  a c r e  in  M i d d l e s e x ,  fo r  in  V ic t o r i a n  E n g la n d ,  p r o s t i t u t io n  
w a s  t r u l y  "the g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l .  " A lth o u g h  th e  w e a l t h  o f  E n g la n d  
" i n c r e a s e d  a  h u n d r e d fo ld ,  " the  n u m b e r  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  th e  
c o u n t r y  i n c r e a s e d  at u n k n o w n  t h o u s a n d s fo ld .   ̂ V e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  
s p r e a d  at a p a c e  m o r e  th a n  a d e q u a te  to  m a t c h  the s t r i d e s  f o r w a r d  
in  the f i e l d  o f  m e d i c i n e .  In d e ed ,  b y  the en d  o f  the c e n t u r y ,  
F l o r e n c e  N ig h t in g a le ,  lo n g  a v o c i f e r o u s  o p p o n e n t  o f  a n y  s y s t e m
■^Thomas B a b in g to n  M a c a u la y ,  " S o u th e y 's  C o l l o q u i e s , " 
P r o s e  o f  th e  V ic t o r ia n  P e r i o d , ed .  W i l l ia m  E . B u c k le r  (B o s to n ,  
1958),  p . 3 2 .  T h r o u g h o u t  th is  p a p e r  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  w h ic h  
c l e a r l y  r e f e r  to  a s o u r c e  p r e v i o u s l y  c i t e d  w ith in  a g iv e n  c h a p te r  
w i l l  b e  n o te d  in t e r n a l ly .
1
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w h ic h  s o u g h t  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  w a s  f o r c e d  to  
a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  u n l e s s  s o m e  m e a s u r e s  o f  c o n t r o l  w e r e  e f f e c t e d ,  
v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  w o u ld  ru n  i t s  b l ig h t in g  c o u r s e  f r o m  o n e  en d  of  
th e  c o u n t r y  to  the o th e r .   ̂ M a c a u l a y  r e s t e d  h is  e n t i r e  c r e e d  on  
"the n a tu r a l  t e n d e n c y  o f  s o c i e t y  to  im p r o v e m e n t "  and on  "the  
n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  of the h u m a n  i n t e l l e c t  to  tru th "  (34) ,  bu t in  
a c t u a l i t y  n e i t h e r  o f  h i s  a r t i c l e s  o f  f a i th  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
e f f e c t i v e  in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  r a p id  s p r e a d  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .
S t a t i s t i c a l  e v i d e n c e  c o r r o b o r a t e s  th e  c o n t e n t io n  o f  J a m e s  L a v e r  
th at  "at no o th e r  t i m e  in  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y ,  b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e ,  h a s  
p r o s t i t u t io n  b e e n  s o  r a m p a n t  a s  i t  w a s  in  the  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  e r a .  " 
T h is  i s  h a r d ly  th e  s i g n  of an im p r o v i n g  s o c i e t y .  E v e n  m o r e  at  
od d s w ith  M a c a u l a y ' s  c o n f id e n c e ,  "the h u m a n  in t e l l e c t "  r e f u s e d  
f r e q u e n t ly  e v e n  to  a c k n o w le d g e  the e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  p r o b le m .
W h ile  a m a j o r i t y  of the p o p u la t io n  p r o u d ly  r e j o i c e d  in  M a c a u l a y ' s  
c l a i m  th a t  a l l  t r u th  w a s  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  i t s  h id in g  p l a c e ,  t h e y  
o f te n  h id  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  the s u b j e c t  o f  i l l i c i t  s e x .  T h e ir s  w a s  
th e  t r u th  o f  th e  o s t r i c h .  T h o s e  f e w  b r a v e  p i o n e e r s  w h o  d a r e d
C y r i l  P e a r l ,  The G ir l  W ith  th e  S w a n s  d o w n  S e a t  ( I n d ia n a p o l is ,  
1 955),  p. 56 .
^M a n n e r s  and M o r a l s  in  th e  A g e  o f  O p t i m i s m , 1848-1914  
(N ew  Y o rk ,  1966 ) ,  p . 90.
3
l o o k  at the  i s s u e  at a l l  w e r e  f a c e d  w ith  a  r e a l i t y  p r a c t i c a l l y  
i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  th e  f i c t i o n s  and h a l f - t r u t h s  th a t  had g r o w n  up  
a ro u n d  i t .  T h e y  so u g h t  to  f in d  th e  tr u th ,  b u t  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  
w e r e  f r e q u e n t ly  a b o r t iv e ,  f o r  u n l ik e  P o l o n i u s ,  t h e y  f a i l e d  e v e n  
to  s u s p e c t  th a t  tr u th  m ig h t  be  h id  " w ith in  th e  c e n t e r .  " T h e  m o s t  
n o b le  in t e n t io n s  p r o v e d  in a d e q u a te  fo r  d e a l i n g  w ith  a p r o b le m  
th a t  r e s i s t e d  e v e n  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n .
S in c e  l o s i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a f o r m  of w o r s h i p  in  the p a g a n  
f e r t i l i t y  r e l i g i o n s ,  p r o s t i t u t io n  h a s  h a d  t o  f ig h t  f o r  s o m e  k ind  
o f  p la c e  in  a  w o r ld  w h ic h  v a lu e d ,  o r  p r o f e s s e d  to  v a lu e ,  m o n o g a m y  
and s e x u a l  c o n t in e n c e .  S o c i e t y  h a s  s o u g h t  to  e x t e r m i n a t e  the  
in f e s t a t io n ,  b u t  h a r l o t r y  h a s  r e s i s t e d ,  h a s  r e f u s e d  to  d ie ,  h a s  
r e f u s e d  e v e n  to  s t a y  on  th e  d a r k e n e d  s t r e e t s  and in  th e  d a m p  
s h a d o w s  th a t  s o c i e t y  w o u ld  g r u d g in g ly  y i e l d  i t .  But d u r in g  th e  
1 7 0 0 's ,  p r o s t i t u t io n  w a s  h a r d ly  the  p r o b l e m  i t  w a s  to  b e c o m e  in  
th e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n tu r y .  If one  a c c e p t s  th e  h y p o t h e s i s  th a t  r e p r e s ­
s io n  o f  s e x  g o e s  h an d  in  hand  w ith ,  o r  at l e a s t  l e a d s  to ,  o b s e s s i o n , ^  
it  i s  c l e a r  th a t  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  a t t i tu d e s  r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l  
m o r a l i t y  s u f f i c e d  to  k e e p  s t r e e t  p r o s t i t u t io n  a m in o r  p r o b le m .
^G. R a t t r a y  T a y lo r ,  S e x  in  H i s t o r y , (N e w  Y o r k ,  1954),  
p. 215.
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F o r  e v e r y  F a n n y  H i l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a M o l ly  S e a g r i m  and a J e n n y  
J o n e s  a t  on e  en d  o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c a l e  and an  a b u n d a n ce  o f  M r s .  
F i t z p a t r i c k s ,  L a d y  B e l l a s t o n s ,  and L a d y  W is h f o r t s  a t  the  o t h e r .  
So lo n g  as  s o c i a l  s ta n d a r d s  f o s t e r e d  a d u l t e r y  and e x t r a - m a r i t a l  
s e x ,  the  d e m a n d  fo r  c o m m o n  p r o s t i t u t e s  r e m a i n e d  m i n i m a l .
If w h o r e d o m  and a d u l t e r y  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r in g  the a g e  o f  e n ­
l i g h t e n m e n t ,  t h e y  d id  s o  w ith o u t  g r e a t  c o n d e m n a t io n  f r o m  a n y o n e .  
The " c o n v e r s io n s "  o f  M o l l  F l a n d e r s  and F a n n y  H i l l ,  one f e e l s ,  
a r e  m e r e l y  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  a u th o r s  p r o s t i t u t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  w h e r e  c o n c e s s i o n  w a s  g r a n te d  to  a 
r e a d in g  p u b l i c ' s  d e m a n d s  fo r  r e p e n t a n c e  a f t e r  a fu l l  l i f e  o f  s in .  
S o p h y  W e s t e r n  h a s  no t r o u b le  in  f o r g e t t i n g  T o m 's  r e p e a t e d  
in c o n t in e n c e ,  and H o g a r th ' s  h a r lo t  i s  p i t ia b le  p r i m a r i l y  b e ­
c a u s e  s h e  d i e s  a h o r r i b l e  d e a th .  M a n d e v i l l e  e v e n  w r o t e  a  d e f e n s e  
o f  the " H u b lic k  S t e w s .  " T he e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  had  no t r o u b le  
a c c e p t i n g  th e  w a y s  o f  th e  w o r ld .
B y  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  s i t u a t io n  
w a s  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .  N e w  a t t i tu d e s  to w a r d s  s e x  b r o u g h t  w ith  
t h e m  an  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  f o r  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  and a m o r e  th a n  
a d e q u a te  s u p p ly  w a s  p r e p a r e d  to  s a t i s f y  the d e m a n d .  S t r e e t  
p r o s t i t u t io n ,  m i l i t a n t  and c o m p e t in g  fo r  a  p la c e  d u r in g  the  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w a s  h a r s h l y  r e p r e s s e d  in  the n in e t e e n t h
5
and b e c a m e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a r l o t r y  t r iu m p h a n t .
T h e  m id d le  c l a s s  a p o t h e o s i s  o f  w o m a n  and i t s  w a r n in g s  
a g a in s t  e a r l y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  f o o l i s h ,  m a r r i a g e s  c r e a t e d  a h u g e  
d e m a n d  fo r  p r o s t i t u t e s .  The c o n d i t io n s  c r e a t e d  b y  th e  I n d u s t r ia l  
R e v o lu t io n ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  w e r e  m o r e  th a n  a d e q u a te  fo r  f u r n is h in g  
a s u p p ly  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  to a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e s e  d e m a n d s .  C h r o n i ­
c l e r s  o f  the p h e n o m e n o n  a t t e m p te d  to  d e s c r i b e  i t s  e x t e n t  b a s e d  
on w h a t e v e r ,  i f  an y , in f o r m a t io n  w a s  a v a i l a b l e .  F a i l u r e  to  d e f in e  
and to  o b ta in  fa c t u a l  i n f o r m a t io n  r e s u l t e d  in  u n r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  
and p r o b a b ly  in  g r o s s  i n a c c u r a c i e s .
T h e r e  w a s  no a c c u r a t e  o r  e v e n  a c c e p t e d  d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  
w o r d  " p r o s t i t u t e .  " T h e r e  w e r e ,  in d e e d ,  d e f in i t i o n s ,  b u t  in  
g e n e r a l  t h e y  m a d e  l i t t l e  o r  no d i s t in c t io n  b e t w e e n  the tw o  c l a s s e s  
o f  w o m e n  d e s ig n a t e d  b y  th e  t e r m s  " p r o s t i tu te "  and " w h o r e .  "
H e n r y  M a y h e w ,  in  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and th e  L o n d o n  P o o r  (1861-1862),  
a f t e r  g iv in g  th e  m a t t e r  o f  d e f in i t io n  e x te n d e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
s e t t l e d  on  "the p u tt in g  o f  a n y th in g  to  a v i l e  u s e .  P a u l  D u fo u r ' s  
1853 H i s t o r y  o f  P r o s t i t u t i o n  c h o s e  the  d e f in i t io n ,  "that i l l e g i t i m a t e  
a b a n d o n m e n t  w h ic h  a g i r l  o r  a w o m a n  m a k e s  o f  h e r  b o d y  to  a
^L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and th e  L o n d o n  P o o r  (N ew  Y o rk ,  1968),  
IV , 35.
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p e r s o n  to  the en d  th a t  th is  p e r s o n  m a y  ta k e  w ith  h e r  fo r b id d e n  
p l e a s u r e s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  d e f in i t io n s  ig n o r e  th e  f a c t  th a t  w h e t h e r  
t h e r e  i s  p l e a s u r e  o r  n o t ,  the  p r o s t i t u t e  a b a n d o n s  h e r s e l f  fo r  
s o m e  k in d  o f  r e m u n e r a t i o n .  A s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  the  h uge  n u m b e r s  
o f f e r e d  b y  t h e s e  c o m m e n t a t o r s  a s  th e  e s t i m a t e d  e x t e n t  o f  p r o s t i ­
t u t io n  in  L o n d o n  a c c o u n t  n ot  o n ly  f o r  the p r o s t i t u t e s  but f o r  a l l  
t h o s e  w o m e n  e n g a g in g  in  any k in d  o f  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  s e x .  E v e n  
D r .  A c to n ,  a p h y s i c ia n ,  a l th o u g h  he  r e c o g n i z e s  th a t  p r o s t i t u t io n  
i s  a  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  c l a i m s  th a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
p r o s t i t u t io n  and  " g e n e r a l  i m m o r a l i t y ,  o r  d e p r a v i t y "  i s ,  f o r  th e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  a w o r k  e n t i t l e d  P r o s t i t u t i o n  (1857), " i m m a t e r i a l .
N o t  u n t i l  1883 w h e n  D r .  J o h n  C h a p m a n  a c c e p t e d  th e  d e f in i t i o n  of  
a  F r e n c h m a n ,  Y v e s  G uyot, w a s  t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n t i a t io n  m a d e  
b e t w e e n  a  p r o s t i t u t e  and a w h o r e :  "E s t  p r o s t i t u e e  to u te  p e r s o n n e
p o u r  qu i l e s  r a p p o r t s  s e x u e l s  s o n t  s u b o r d o n n e s  a l a  q u e s t i o n  de  
g a in .  ( B e c a u s e  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  " p r o s t i t u t e "  and " w h o r e "
k p a u l  L a C r o ix  ( P s e u d ,  f o r  P i e r r e  D u fo u r ) ,  H i s t o r y  o f  
P r o s t i t u t i o n  A m o n g  A l l  the  P e o p l e s  o f  th e  W o r ld , F r o m  th e  M o s t  
R e m o t e  A n t iq u i ty  to  the  P r e s e n t  D a y , t r a n s .  S a m u e l  P u t n a m  
( C h ic a g o ,  1926),  I, 1.
n
D r .  W i l l i a m  A c to n ,  P r o s t i t u t io n ,  e d .  P e t e r  F r y e r  (L o n d o n ,
1 9 6 8 ), p . 2 6 .
O
" P r o s t i t u t io n  in  P a r i s ,  " T h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w , C XIX  
(A p r i l  1883),  4 9 5 .
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s e e m s  to  be a p r o d u c t  o f  th e  t w e n t ie t h  c e n t u r y ,  in  th e  f o l l o w i n g  
p a g e s  I s h a l l  f o l l o w  the V ic t o r i a n  c u s t o m  o f  u s in g  th e  tw o  i n t e r ­
c h a n g e a b ly ,  a t  l e a s t  in  s o  fa r  a s  t h e ir  d e n o ta t io n s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d .
In the c o n n o t a t io n s  o f  th e  w o r d s ,  th e  V ic t o r i a n s  i m p l i e d  p e r h a p s  
a s t r o n g e r  c o n d e m n a t io n  and g r e a t e r  d i s g u s t  in  " w h o r e "  th a n  in  
'^prostitute. ")
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  no t r u s t w o r t h y  f ig u r e s  on  th e  n u m b e r s  o f  
p r o s t i t u t e s  in  E n g la n d  d u r in g  the  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  
f o r  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  no s y s t e m  of  l i c e n s i n g ,  no  c e n s u s  s i m i l a r  to  
the one in  P a r i s  b y  w h ic h  o f f i c i a l s  c o u ld  c o u n t  w o m e n  w ho  s o ld  
t h e m s e l v e s  in  p r o s t i t u t io n .  A l l  th a t  o f f i c i a l s  c o u ld  do w a s  e s t i m a t e .  
T h e e a r l i e s t  e s t i m a t e  s e e m s  to  be th a t  o f  a  p o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e ,  
P a t r i c k  C o lq u h o u n , w h o  p u b l i s h e d  in  1800 a  T r e a t i s e  on  the  P o l i c e  
o f  the M e t r o p o l i s  in  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  th e  a p p a l l in g  f ig u r e  o f  50 , 000  
a s  an e s t i m a t e  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  L o n d o n .   ̂ T h is  
f i g u r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n ot  s o  o u t r a g e o u s l y  l a r g e  w h e n  on e  c o n s i d e r s  
th a t  C o lq u h o u n  in c lu d e d  in  h i s  e s t i m a t e  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  
in v o lv e d  in  t r a f f i c  in  s e x  w h o  c o u ld  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  p r o s t i t u t e s .
Of h i s  5 0 ,  000  p r o s t i t u t e s  o n ly  h a l f  a r e  c l e a r l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T he
^ C ited  in  F e r n a n d o  H e n r iq u e s ,  M o d e r n  S e x u a l i t y , in  
P r o s t i t u t i o n  and S o c i e t y  (L o n d o n ,  1968),  III, 4 9 - 5 0 .
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o th e r  2 5 ,  0 0 0  a r e  w h o r e s  and " o c c a s i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  " th o s e  
"who l i v e  p a r t ly  b y  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  in c lu d in g  th e  m u lt i tu d e  o f  
l o w  f e m a l e s ,  w h o  c o h a b i t  w ith  l a b o u r e r s  and o t h e r s  w ith o u t  
m a t r im o n y "  ( 4 9 - 5 0 ) .  C o m m e n t a t o r s  fo l l o w in g  C o lq u h o u n  s e e m  
to  h a v e  a d o p te d  h i s  f ig u r e  w ith o u t  ta k in g  th e  t r o u b le  to  s e e  
w h a t  he in c lu d e d  in  h i s  e s t i m a t e .  T h u s ,  the  B is h o p  of E x e t e r  
in  18 38 to ld  D r .  M i c h a e l  R y a n ,  a p h y s i c i a n  w o r k in g  w ith  p r o s t i ­
t u t e s ,  th a t  b a s e d  on  the  p o p u la t io n  i n c r e a s e  s in c e  1800, he  
e s t i m a t e d  a b o u t  8 0 ,  000  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  L on d on . In the s a m e  y e a r ,  
h o w e v e r ,  th e  L o n d o n  C ity  P o l i c e ,  a c t u a l l y  d e a l in g  w ith  the  
p r o b l e m ,  a s s u r e d  R y a n  th a t  the n u m b e r  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  c o u ld  
n o t  e x c e e d  8 , 0 0 0 , ^  and i t  w a s  f r o m  p o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e s  th a t  the  
o n ly  f a c t u a l l y  b a s e d  f i g u r e s  c a m e .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  o f  the  
b r o t h e l s  and th e  w o m e n  o f  th e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  to  P a r l i a ­
m e n t  in  1841 an  e s t i m a t e  o f  9> 000  k n o w n  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  L o n d o n .
B ut D r .  A c to n  w a s  q u ic k  to  p o in t  ou t  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  k n ow n  
p r o s t i t u t e s  h a r d ly  s u g g e s t e d  th e  a c t u a l  e x t e n t  o f  th e  p r o b le m ,  fo r  
the  p o l i c e  to o k  no a c c o u n t  o f  "the v a s t  n u m b e r s  w ho  r e g u l a r l y  
o r  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a b a n d o n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  but in  a l e s s  o p e n  m a n n e r "  
(3 2 ) .  If t h e r e  w e r e  k n o w n  to  the p o l i c e  9> 0 00  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  h ow
■^Ryan c i t e d  in  M a y h e w ,  IV, 211.
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m a n y  r e m a i n e d  u n kn ow n ?  H ow  m a n y  w o m e n  e s c a p e d  n o t ic e  b y  
the  p o l i c e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o r k e d  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  a n y  b r o t h e l  and  
c l a n d e s t i n e l y ,  ou t  o f  s i g h t  o f  the la w ?  D r .  C h a p m a n  a c c e p t e d  
th e  f ig u r e  o f  6 , 515 a s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  k n o w n  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  1859.  
B a s e d  o n  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f i g u r e s  f r o m  P a r i s ,  C h a p m a n  e s t i m a t e d  
4 9 ,  000  c l a n d e s t i n e  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  L o n d o n .  H is  to t a l  f ig u r e  o f
5 5 ,  515 p r o s t i t u t e s  in  L o n d o n  w a s  v e r y  c l o s e  to  th a t  o f  T he L a n c e t ,
11 1 2  a m e d i c a l  j o u r n a l .  S a m u e l  B r a c e b r i d g e  a c c e p t e d  an  o f f i c i a l
f ig u r e  o f  8 , 6 00  f o r  1857 and e s t i m a t e d  th a t  w h e n  one a c c o u n te d
f o r  th e  c l a n d e s t in e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  "the c i r c u l a t i n g  h a r l o t r y  o f
th e  H a y m a r k e t  and R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,  " th e  f ig u r e  o f  8  0, 000  w a s
13p r o b a b ly  l o w e r  th a n  the  a c t u a l  n u m b e r  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  !
A n o th e r  c a u s e  o f  c o n f u s i o n  w a s  th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m a k in g  
a n y  a c c u r a t e  e s t i m a t e  o f  th e  " o c c a s io n a l"  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  n o t  t h o s e
^ [ D r .  J o h n  C h a p m a n ,]  " P r o s t i t u t i o n  in  R e la t io n  to  th e  
N a t io n a l  H e a lth ,  " T h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w , X CII (J u ly  1869),
185.
1 2 S a m u e l  B r a c e b r i d g e ,  u n d e r  th e  p s e u d o n y m  o f  B r a c e ­
b r id g e  H e m y n g ,  w r o t e  th e  s e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " P r o s t i t u t io n  in  
L on d on "  f o r  H e n r y  M a y h e w 's  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and the L o n d o n  
P o o r . T he m a j o r  p o r t io n  o f  the  r e s e a r c h  h a d  b e e n  d one b y  
M a y h e w  h i m s e l f  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  A l ­
th o u g h  th e  w r i t in g  i s  B r a c e b r i d g e ' s ,  th e  a t t i tu d e s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  
t h o s e  o f  M a y h e w  h i m s e l f .
1 3 M a y h e w ,  IV, 213.
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w h o  r e s i d e d  in  b r o t h e l s  o r  w h o  c o u ld  be s e e n  o n  the  s a m e  c o r n e r  
n ig h t ly ,  but th e  w o m e n  w ho  w o r k e d  a t  r e s p e c t a b l e  j o b s ,  m i l l i n e r s  
and d r e s s m a k e r s ,  and w h o  w e r e  f o r c e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  to  p r o s t i t u t e  
t h e m s e l v e s  in  o r d e r  to  l i v e .  T o  c a l l  a w o m a n  in  th is  s i t u a t io n  
a p r o s t i t u t e  w ith  no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  h e r  and a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  one t r u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  "a c r u e l  c a lu m n y .  "
"W ould  i t  n o t ,  " sh e  c o n t in u e s ,  "be t r u e r  and m o r e  c h a r i t a b l e  to  
c a l l  t h e s e  p o o r  s o u l s  ' v i c t i m s ? '  - - s o m e  C h r i s t ia n  e x p r e s s i o n ,  
i f  y o u  c a n n o t  b e t t e r  the u n c h r i s t i a n  s y s t e m  w h ic h  c r e a t e d  th e m ?
It i s ,  th e n ,  t h e s e  c o n f u s i o n s ,  th e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  lu m p in g  t o g e t h e r  
o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  o c c a s i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s , and w h o r e s ,  
and s e c o n d l y ,  th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d o in g  a n y th in g  but e s t i m a t i n g  
th e  n u m b e r  o f  c l a n d e s t in e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  w h ic h  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  th e  l a r g e  f i g u r e s  u s e d  to  s u g g e s t  th e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  g r e a t  s o c i a l  
e v i l  in  V ic t o r i a n  E n g la n d .
B u t i f  8  0, 000  i s  a f ig u r e  out o f  a l l  p r o p o r t io n  to  r e a l i t y ,  
t h e r e  w e r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th o u s a n d s  o f  w o m e n  s w a r m i n g  th e  
s t r e e t s  and b lo c k in g  th e  w a y  o f  " r e s p e c t a b l e "  p e o p le .  H ip p o ly te  
T a in e ,  v i s i t i n g  E n g la n d  in  th e  1 8 6 0 's  n o te d  th a t  in  th e  H a y m a r k e t
^ L e t t e r  to  the  e d i t o r ,  T he T i m e s ,  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1858,
p . 1 2 .
11
and  th e  S tran d
y o u  c a n n o t  w a lk  a h u n d r e d  y a r d s  w ith o u t  k n o c k in g  in to
t w e n t y  s t r e e t w a l k e r s ;  s o m e  o f  t h e m  a s k  y o u  fo r  a
g l a s s  o f  g in; o t h e r s  s a y ,  " It's  f o r  m y  r e n t ,  m i s t e r .  "
The i m p r e s s i o n  i s  n ot  on e  o f  d e b a u c h e r y  but o f  a b je c t ,
m i s e r a b l e  p o v e r t y .  One i s  s i c k e n e d  and w o u n d ed  by
th is  d e p lo r a b le  p r o c e s s i o n  in  t h o s e  m o n u m e n t a l  s t r e e t s .
It s e e m e d  a s  i f  I w e r e  w a tc h in g  a  m a r c h  p a s t  o f  d ea d
w o m e n .  H e r e  i s  a f e s t e r i n g  s o r e ,  th e  r e a l  s o r e  on  the
1 ^b o d y  o f  E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y .
A c c o r d in g  to  a g r o u p  o f  c l e r g y m e n  in  1858, p r o s t i t u t io n  in  L o n d o n  
w a s  " c a r r i e d  on  w ith  a d i s r e g a r d  o f  p u b l ic  d e c e n c y  and to  an  
e x t e n t  t o l e r a t e d  in  no o th e r  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  th e  c i v i l i z e d  w o r ld .
D r .  R y a n  e s t i m a t e d  th a t  on e  ou t  o f  e v e r y  t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s  in  
w o r k in g  c l a s s  f a m i l i e s  b e c a m e  p r o s t i t u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  tw e n ty  
y e a r s  o ld .  ^  A  r e p o r t  o f  th e  L o n d o n  S o c i e t y  f o r  th e  P r o t e c t i o n  
o f  Y oung F e m a l e s ,  and P r e v e n t i o n  o f  J u v e n i le  P r o s t i t u t i o n - -  
m u c h  i s  s a id  b y  the v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n - -  
fou n d  th a t  in  1853 t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  fo u r  h u n d r e d  p e o p le  l i v in g  
on  i n c o m e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  " tr e p a n n in g  f e m a l e s  f r o m  e l e v e n  to
^ N o te s  on  E n g la n d , t r a n s .  E d w a r d  H y a m s  ( F a ir  L a w n ,  
N. J. , 1958),  p . 31.
■ ^ R ep orted  in  T he T i m e s , J a n u a r y  8 , 1858 , p. 6 .
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C ite d  in  Iw an  B lo c h ,  S e x u a l  L ife  in  E n g la n d  P a s t  and  
P r e s e n t ,  t r a n s .  W i l l i a m H .  F o r s t e r n  (L on d on , 1958),  p . 101.
12
1 ftf i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .  nJ-° W. R .
G r e g ,  u s u a l l y  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  r h e t o r i c  th a n  w ith  f i g u r e s ,
s t a t e d  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  g i r l s  w ho ta k e  up p r o s t i t u t io n
"at th e  a g e  o f  f i f t e e n ,  t w e l v e ,  and e v e n  t e n  y e a r s ,  i s  s u c h  as
a l m o s t  to  e x c e e d  c r e d i b i l i t y .  A c c o r d in g  to  R a lp h  W aldo
E m e r s o n ,  D ic k e n s  t o o k  a v e r y  p e s s i m i s t i c  v i e w  o f  E n g l i s h  m o r a l
s t a n d a r d s ,  and E m e r s o n  d e s c r i b e d  h i m  a s  s u g g e s t i n g  th a t  " if
h i s  ow n  s o n  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h a s t e ,  h e  s h o u ld  b e  a l a r m e d  on
2,0h i s  a c c o u n t ,  a s  i f  h e  c o u ld  n o t  be in  g o o d  h e a l t h .  " E v e n  C a r ly le  
a s s u m e d  th a t  " c h a s t i t y  in  the  m a l e  s e x  w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  g o n e  in  
o u r  t i m e s .
T he e x t e n t  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  in  E n g la n d  b r o u g h t  on  th e  o u tr a g e d  
c r y  o f  th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  i m m o r a l i t y  f l o u r i s h e d  
bu t b e c a u s e  i t  d id  s o  o p e n ly .  It m a y  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  to  r id  th e  c i t y  
o f  i m m o r a l i t y ,  t h e y  r o a r e d  in  in d ig n a t io n ,  but c e r t a i n l y  " in s o le n t
I n c i t e d  in  M a y h e w ,  IV , 211.
^ ' ‘P r o s t i t u t i o n ,  " W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w  , LIII (J u ly  1850),
4 7 6 .
20 E m e r s o n ' s  D i a r y  q u o te d  in  P e a r l ,  p . 19.
2 1 Ib id .
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in d e c e n c y "  c o u ld  be s u p p r e s s e d .  ^ 2  a  g r o u p  o f  c h u r c h m e n  in  th e  
l a t e  1 8 5 0 's  w a s  a w a r e  th a t  p r o s t i t u t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  be  e l i m i n a t e d ,  
b u t i t  c o u ld  b e  s u p p r e s s e d ,  c o u ld  be m a d e  to  go  b a c k  in to  the  
h id in g  p l a c e  f r o m  w h ic h  i t  h a d  c r a w l e d .  A c c o r d in g  to  T he T i m e s ,
w h a t  th e  p r o m o t e r s  o f  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  do d e s i r e  and c l a i m  
i s  th e  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  f la g r a n t  d i s p l a y  o f  p r o ­
f l i g a c y  in  o u r  g r e a t  t o w n s ,  a t  o n c e  s o  r e v o l t in g  to  the  
v ir tu o u s  and s o  p e r i l o u s  to  th e  w e a k .  ^
T h e  n e w s p a p e r  i t s e l f  w a s  b e h in d  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  the m o v e m e n t .  The  
T i m e s  l a m e n t e d  th a t  " o u tw a r d  d e c e n c y "  w a s  no lo n g e r  p r e s e r v e d ,  
th a t  " ou r  m o s t  c r o w d e d  t h o r o u g h f a r e s  [ a r e ]  d a i ly  and n ig h t ly  
p a r a d e d  b y  s o m e  s c o r e s  o f  g r o s s  f o r e i g n  w o m e n ,  i n t e r s p e r s e d  
w it h  a s p r in k l in g  o f  th e  m o s t  s h a m e l e s s  a m o n g  o u r  ow n  c o u n t r y ­
w o m e n .  A  w r i t e r  f o r  T a i t ' s  E d in b u r g h  M a g a z in e  g r i e v e d  o v e r
th e  fa te  o f  th e  " r a w  you th "  f r e s h  f r o m  th e  c o u n t r y  w h o  m e e t s  
a c c i d e n t l y  w i t h  a  p r o s t i t u t e  and i s  tu r n e d  f r o m  the s t r a ig h t  and  
n a r r o w  to  th e  b r o a d  p a th  th a t  l e a d s  s h o r t l y  to  the p e n a l  c o lo n y
^ S a tu r d a y  R e v i e w , June 3, 1866 , p. 7 4 8 ,  q u o ted  in  M e r l e  
M o w b r a y  B e v in g t o n ,  T he S a tu r d a y  R e v i e w , 1 8 5 5 -1 8 6 8 : R e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e  E d u c a t e d  O p in io n  in  V ic t o r i a n  E n g la n d  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1941), 
p. 107.
^ M a r c h  6 , 1858 ,  p . 5.
^ F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1858 , p. 6 .
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in  N e w  S ou th  W a le s .  ’’A nd a l l  t h i s , "  he c r i e d ,  " b e c a u s e  p r o s t i t u ­
t io n  i s  a l l o w e d ,  in  th is  C h r i s t ia n  c o u n t r y ,  to  p r o w l  a b o u t  ou r  
s t r e e t s  u n a b a s h e d ,  s e e k i n g  w h o m  i t  m a y  d e s t r o y .
A n o th e r  c o n c e r n ,  m o r e  im m e d i a t e  th a n  th a t  o f  T a i t 1 s , w a s  
th e  w i d e s p r e a d  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  in  the s e c o n d  h a l f
o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  If one  c a n  a c c e p t  the  p o l i c e  e s t i m a t e s ,  i f  t h e r e
? Aw e r e  e ig h t  th o u sa n d  fu l l  t i m e  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  V ic t o r ia n  L o n d o n ,
27i f  t h e s e  w o m e n  d id  s e r v e  an a v e r a g e  o f  f i f t e e n  m e n  a w e e k ,  
and i f  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e s e  w o m e n ,  a p p a r e n t ly  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  
e s t i m a t e ,  w e r e  d i s e a s e d ,  s y p h i l i s  c o n c e i v a b l y  c o u ld  b e  s p r e a d  
at  th e  p r o d ig io u s  r a te  o f  t w e lv e  th o u s a n d  i n f e c t i o n s  in  a  s in g le  
w e e k .  It i s ,  t h u s ,  no  w o n d e r  th a t  in  th e  1 8 6 0 's  M a n c h e s t e r ' s  
h o s p i t a l s  w e r e  t r e a t i n g  an  a v e r a g e  o f  387  p a t ie n t s  p e r  d a y  fo r  
v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e ,  ^  no w o n d e r  th a t  th e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  fo r  th e  
P r i v y  C o u n c i l ,  D r .  J o h n  S im o n ,  o p p o s e d  th e  C o n ta g io u s  D i s e a s e s
2 5 u T h e  G r e a t e s t  S o c ia l  E v i l ,  " T a i t ' s  E d in b u r g h  M a g a z i n e , 
X X IV  ( D e c e m b e r  1857),  7 4 8 .
^ [ C h a p m a n , ]  " N a t io n a l  H e a lth ,  " p. 221.
^ M a y h e w ,  IV , 211.
^ L a v e r ,  p. 96 .
^ ^ [C h a p m a n , ] " N a t io n a l  H e a lth ,  " p . 2 2 3 .
15
A c t  fo r  th e  e m i n e n t l y  l o g i c a l  r e a s o n  th a t  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  
n e v e r  s u b m it  to  p r o v id in g  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  th o u sa n d  b e d s  fo r  
s y p h i l i t i c  p r o s t i t u t e s .  ^0 It i s  n o t  at a l l  s t r a n g e  th a t  m a n y  o t h e r s  
s e i z e d  u p o n  t h i s  s a m e  a c t ,  w h i c h  s o u g h t  to  c o n t r o l  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  
w h e n  it  w a s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  o v e r  an  e i g h t - y e a r  p e r i o d ,  2, 700  c a s e s  
o f  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  w e r e  fou n d  in  L o n d o n  h o s p i t a l s  in  g i r l s  u n d e r  
f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e  !
S y p h i l i s  w a s  a v e r y  r e a l  and a  v e r y  f r ig h t e n i n g  th in g .  T he  
f i g u r e s  g iv e n  a b o v e  do s o m e t h i n g  to  s u g g e s t  w h y  the  V ic t o r i a n s  
o f t e n  c o m p a r e d  th e  B u b o n ic  P l a g u e  o f  th e  M id d le  A g e s  to  t h e i r  
o w n  p la g u e ,  w h y  t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  s a w  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  a s  b o th  G o d 's  
j u d g m e n t  on  th e  s i n s  o f  m a n  and G o d 's  m e a n s  o f  s e e i n g  th a t  th e  
s p r e a d  o f  s in  be  h a l t e d .  T h a t  t h e y  d id  s o  s u g g e s t s  th a t  i f  the  
V ic t o r i a n s  w e r e  o n ly  t o o  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  th e  e f f e c t ,  t h e y  o n ly  
p a r t i a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  th e  c a u s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .  A  D r .  S o l ly ,  a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  C o u n c i l  o f  th e  C o l l e g e  o f  S u r g e o n s ,  h a s  e a r n e d  a 
p e r m a n e n t  p la c e  in  the a n n a ls  o f  in f a m y  b y  th a n k in g  God fo r
3 0 D r .  S im o n  q u o ted  in  [ D r .  J o h n  C h a p m a n ,]  " P r o s t i t u t io n ;  
i t s  S a n i t a r y  S u p e r in t e n d e n c e  b y  th e  S ta te :  an  E x t r a c t  f r o m  th e
E le v e n t h  R e p o r t  o f  the M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  o f  th e  P r i v y  C o u n c i l ,  "
T h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w ,  X C II  (O c to b e r  1869),  5 58 .
^ [ C h a p m a n ,  ] " N a t io n a l  H e a lth ,  " p . 186.
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v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  and s u g g e s t i n g  th a t  i t  w a s  in d e e d  G o d 's  m e a n s
32to  c h e c k  th e  s p r e a d  o f  f o r n i c a t i o n  th r o u g h o u t  E n g la n d .  In 
g e n e r a l  th e  V ic t o r i a n s  la c k e d  th e  v a n ta g e  p o in t  f r o m  w h ic h  to  s e e  
th a t  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s t r e e t  p r o s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  n in e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  w a s  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o m in g  t o g e t h e r  o f  tw o  
t h in g s ,  th e  I n d u s t r ia l  R e v o lu t io n  and th e  E v a n g e l i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  
v a lu e s  o f  th e  n e w l y  r i s e n  m id d le  c l a s s e s .
In th e  M id d le  A g e s ,  m a n y  a s e r f  s t o o d  b y  and c a l m l y  w a tc h e d  
th e  d e f lo r a t i o n  o f  a d a u g h te r  b y  h is  l o r d ,  and h i s  t a c i t  a p p r o v a l  
k e p t  h im  in  h is  l o r d ' s  f a v o r ,  k e p t  h i m  f r o m  b e in g  tu r n e d  out  
in to  the  w o r ld  w i t h  no h o p e  o f  f in d in g  a n o th e r  p l a c e .  B e c a u s e  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m a s t e r  and l a b o r e r  w a s  n ot  e s s e n t i a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  b e t w e e n  lo r d  and  s e r f ,  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  f o r  th e  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  l u s t  w e r e  n o t  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  t h e y  
h a d  b e e n  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  B ut th e  l o r d ' s  o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s  had  b e e n  q u a n t i t a t iv e ly  l i m i t e d ;  h e  c o u ld  g r a t i f y  h i s  l u s t s  
o n ly  w h e n  a d a u g h te r ,  o r  p e r h a p s  a p r e t t y  w i f e ,  o f  one  o f  h i s  
s e r f s - w a s  at h a n d .  T h e f a c t o r y  s y s t e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a d e  u s e  o f  
a la b o r  f o r c e .  A s  d id  th e  l o r d  b e f o r e  h im ,  th e  m a s t e r  had a  
g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  d e p e n d in g  on  h i m  f o r  e x i s t e n c e ,  but t h e y  w e r e
^ L a v e r ,  p . 105.
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n o t  s p r e a d  out o v e r  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m i l e s .  T he l a b o r e r s  
c o n g r e g a t e d  d a i ly  w i t h in  th e  w a l l s  o f  a s i n g l e  f a c t o r y ,  and the  
m a s t e r  h a d  a v e r i t a b l e  s ta b le  o f  w o m e n  f r o m  w h ic h  to  c h o o s e ,  
a l l  o f  w h o m  k n e w  e x a c t l y  w h o  h e ld  th e  k e y s  to  th e  k in g d o m  of  th i s  
e a r t h .  A nd  c h o o s e  he  d id !  In 1828 a  v i s i t o r  to  th e  L a n c a s h i r e
m i l l s  w a s  t o ld  b y  the  o w n e r  to  ta k e  h i s  p i c k  o f  any  o f  th e  g i r l s
3 3w h o  w o r k e d  in  th e  m i l l .  T he R e v e r a n d  P .  G a s k e l l  r e p o r t e d  
th a t  y o u n g  m a s t e r s  s e t  up c o l l e c t i v e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  " for th e  
p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i l l i c i t  p l e a s u r e s ,  " s t a f f e d  e n t i r e l y  b y  g i r l s  
ta k e n  f r o m  the  m i l l s  o f  M a n c h e s t e r .  3 4  A n y  t i m e ,  p o in te d  out  
D r .  A c to n ,  th a t  " id le  and w e a l t h y  m e n ,  w ith  v i c io u s  t a s t e s ,  
w h i c h  t h e y  s p a r e  n e i t h e r  p a in s  n o r  e x p e n s e  to  g r a t i f y "  and "the  
n e e d y ,  the  im p r o v i d e n t ,  and the i l l - i n s t r u c t e d "  a r e  f o r c e d  in to  
c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y ,  the  l a t t e r  s o o n  b e c o m e  th e  " v ic t im s  o f  s e n s u ­
a l i ty "  (1 2 6 ).
I n e v i t a b le  w a s  a d e m o r a l i z a t i o n  w ith in  th e  r a n k s  o f  the  p o o r ,  
w h o s e  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  p r e s u m a b l y  w e r e  n o t  to o  h ig h  in  the  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  f o r  i f  v ir t u e  e x i s t e d  o n ly  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  m a s t e r ' s  w h im




a l lo w e d  or  o n ly  a s  lo n g  a s  he o v e r l o o k e d  a p o t e n t ia l  c o n q u e s t ,  
a n y  e f f o r t  to  p r e s e r v e  c h a s t i t y  b e c a m e  r a t h e r  m e a n i n g l e s s .  T h is  
s i t u a t io n ,  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  s q u a lo r  and m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s  of l i f e  
in  th e  f a c t o r y  s y s t e m ,  l e d  to  a d e c l in e  o f  m o r a l s  a m o n g  the  
l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  I m p o v e r i s h e d  and f o r c e d  to  le a d  a  l i f e  o f  e n d l e s s  
r e p e t i t i o n ,  th e  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r  found  th a t  s e x  w a s  the o n ly  p l e a ­
s u r e  he c o u ld  a f fo r d .  One t r a v e l l e r  th r o u g h  B r i t a in  r e p o r t e d  
th a t  in  the m i n e s ,  i f  "a m a n  and w o m a n  m e e t  . „ . and a r e  e x c i t e d  
b y  p a s s i o n  at the m o m e n t ,  t h e y  in d u lg e  in  i t .  In M a n c h e s t e r ,
a g a in ,  th e  m a g i s t r a t e s  c r e a t e d  la w s  w h e r e b y  a w o m a n  w a s  s u b j e c t  
to  im p r i s o n m e n t  i f  s h e  b o r e  a b o v e  a c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  i l l e g i t i m a t e
o L
c h i ld r e n .
P o v e r t y  i t s e l f  r a n k e d  f i r s t  on th e  l i s t  o f  c a u s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u ­
t io n .  A y o u n g  and p r e t t y  g i r l  c o u ld  e a r n  o n ly  s o  m u c h  w o r k in g  in  
a f a c t o r y  o r  ta k in g  in  s e w in g  w o r k ,  u s u a l l y  n o t  e n o u g h  to  l i v e  on. 
T o s u p p le m e n t  th a t  i n c o m e ,  th e  p o o r  f r e q u e n t ly  r e s o r t e d  to  th e  
o n ly  m a r k e t a b le  i t e m  t h e y  h ad , t h e ir  b o d i e s .  The l a r g e s t  p r o p o r ­
t io n  o f  w o m e n  w ho  r e s o r t  to  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  n o te d  D r .  A c to n ,  a r e  
" d r iv e n  to  e v i l  c o u r s e s  b y  c r u e l  b i t in g  p o v e r t y "  (129). In P a r i s
-^^Richard E p to n ,  V o y a g e  R oun d  B r i t a i n , c i t e d  in  E p to n ,  p. 316. 
^ E p t o n ,  p. 316.
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th e  g r e a t  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s o c i o l o g i s t  P a r e n t - D u c h a t e l e t
s u r v e y e d  o v e r  f iv e  th o u sa n d  w o m e n  and  fo u n d  th a t  b e t t e r  th a n
 ̂7e i g h t y  p e r  c e n t  b e c a m e  p r o s t i t u t e s  fo r  e c o n o m i c  r e a s o n s .  A nd  
T a i t rs n o te d  i r o n i c a l l y  th a t  th e  d e c r e a s e  in  p r i c e s  fo r  g o o d s  o f  
c lo th in g ,  th e  r e s u l t  o f  an  a b u n d a n ce  o f  i n e x p e n s i v e l y  p r i c e d  
i m p o r t s ,  l e d  to  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  " r e d u c t io n  in  the  p r i c e  o f  w o m e n "  
b y  s w e l l i n g  th e  r a n k s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  w ith  m i l l i n e r s  and s e a m s t r e s s e s
O O
f o r c e d  to  b r u i s e  s o u l  m e r e l y  to  k e e p  b o d y  a l i v e .
A  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  c a u s e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  w a s  th e  h o r r i b l e  o v e r ­
c r o w d in g ,  th e  s l u m  h o u s i n g  b o r n  o f  p o v e r t y .  M o d e s t y  and d e c e n c y  
d i s a p p e a r e d  w h e n  an  e n t i r e  f a m i l y ,  f r e q u e n t ly  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s ,  
o c c u p ie d  th e  s a m e  o n e -  o r  t w o - r o o m  f la t :
h o w e v e r  l a r g e  the  f a m i l y ,  t h e y  h a v e  s e l d o m  m o r e  th a n  
on e  b e d r o o m ,  n e v e r  m o r e  th a n  tw o .  M a r r ie d  c o u p l e s ,  
g r o w n - u p  c h i l d r e n  o f  b o th  s e x e s ,  c o u s i n s  , and e v e n  
l o d g e r s ,  o c c u p y  th e  s a m e  r o o m  w h e r e  th e  b e d d in g  i s  
o f t e n  in s u f f i c i e n t ,  and th e  p r o x i m i t y  n e c e s s a r i l y  c l o s e .
T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  m a y  b e  e a s i l y  i m a g i n e d - - m o r e  
e a s i l y  th a n  d e s c r i b e d .  3 9
3 ''’c i t e d  in  H a v e lo c k  E l l i s ,  S e x  in  R e l a t i o n  to  S o c i e t y , in  
S tu d ie s  in  the  P s y c h o l o g y  o f  S e x  (P h i la d e lp h ia ,  1925),  VI, 2 5 7 .
3 ^ " T h e  D o m e s t i c  S la v e  T r a d e ,  " T a i t ' s  E d in b u r g h  M a g a ­
z i n e , X X Y II  (M ay  1860 ) ,  2 5 8 .
39[G reg , ] p. 468.
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" U n ti l  I b e c a m e  'g a y ,  ' " w r o t e  a  p r o s t i t u t e  to  T he T i m e s  in  1858 ,
"I n e v e r  s l e p t  f e w e r  th a n  s i x  g r o w n - u p  p e o p le  in  a  r o o m ,  fo r  m y  
p a r e n t s  had b u t  o n e .  "40 One 1850 e s t i m a t e  p l a c e s  s o m e  t h r e e  
th o u s a n d  p e r s o n s  in  j u s t  " n i n e t y - f iv e  h o u s e s  in  a s p a c e  o f  g ro u n d  
o f  l i t t l e  o v e r  an  a c r e  in  C h u r c h  L a n e  and C a r r i e r  S t r e e t .  In 
1881 b e t t e r  th a n  f i f ty  p e r  c e n t  o f  the  r e s i d e n t s  o f  S u lta n  S t r e e t  
l i v e d  in  h o u s e s  w h ic h  c o n ta in e d  f r o m  t h i r t e e n  to  e i g h t e e n  p e o p le .  
M a n y  c o n ta in e d  e v e n  m o r e . ^  T h e s e  a p p a l l in g  c o n d i t io n s  le d  to  
w i d e s p r e a d  s e x u a l  p r o m i s c u i t y  a m o n g  th e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  A  
g r e a t  m a n y  g i r l s  l e a r n e d  th a t  i f  th e r e  w e r e  no  m o r a l  v a lu e  p la c e d  
u p on  c h a s i t y ,  t h e i r  v ir tu e  d id  h a v e  a m o n e t a r y  w o r th ,  and the  
c o n v e r s i o n  of i t  to  m o n e y  w a s  e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  T he g i r l  
w ho e s c a p e d  the  s l u m s  b y  b e c o m in g  the  m i s t r e s s  o f  a w e a l t h y  
m a n ,  f a r  f r o m  b e in g  sh u n n e d  w h e n  s h e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e ,  c o m m a n d e d  
r e s p e c t ,  a d m ir a t i o n  and a w e ,  j u s t  a s  the  l o c a l  g i r l  w ho  m a k e s  
good  in  H o l ly w o o d  d o e s  to d a y  in  A m e r i c a .  M a y h e w  w a s  r ig h t;  
t h e r e  w a s  la c k in g  in  th e  c i t i e s  th e  "tone o f  m o r a l i t y "  fou nd  in  the
^ L e t t e r  to  th e  e d i t o r ,  The T i m e s , M a r c h  17, 1858, p. 5.
^ L a v e r ,  p. 41.
^ H .  J. D y o s ,  " T he S lu m s  o f  V i c t o r i a n  L o n d o n ,"  V S, X I  
( S e p t e m b e r  1967),  31.
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r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  E n g la n d  (25 5). C o n d i t io n s  f o s t e r e d  p r o m i s c u i t y ,
p r o s t i t u t io n ,  and a c c o r d i n g  to  th e  S a tu r d a y  R e v i e w , e v e n  w id e s p r e a d
, 4 3
i n c e s t  a m o n g  the  p o o r .
If th e  I n d u s t r ia l  R e v o lu t io n  c r e a t e d  in  no s m a l l  m e a s u r e  th e  
c o n d i t io n s  th a t  f o r s t e r e d  h a r l o t r y ,  th e  r i s e  of th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s  
and the  v a lu e s  t h e y  b r o u g h t  w ith  t h e m  w e r e  e q u a l ly  e f f e c t i v e .  F o r  
t h e i r  v a lu e s  w e r e  t h o s e  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  to  t h o s e  c u r r e n t  
p r io r  to  t h e i r  r i s e .  T h e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s  and  
th e  v a l u e s  o f  the  E v a n g e l i c a l  m o v e m e n t  c r e a t e d  "a s e x u a l  m o r a l i t y  
w h ic h  d e s t r o y e d ,  a t  a n y  r a te  o v e r t l y ,  the  l i b e r t i n e  m o r a l i t y  o f  th e  
p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y .  In th is  v a lu e  s y s t e m  no s in  w a s  w o r s e  th a n
th a t  a g a in s t  c h a s t i t y ,  f o r ,  in  th e  c a s e  o f  w o m e n ,  no  s i n  had  
s u c h  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  S im p le  l o s s  o f  c h a s t i t y ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  r e n d e r e d  th e  s i n n e r  h o p e l e s s l y  d e p r a v e d .  It w a s  
G o d 's  m a r k  on  th e  g o d l e s s .  T h e r e  w o u ld  v e r y  p r o b a b ly  be no  
s a l v a t i o n  in  th e  n e x t  w o r ld  and m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  no f o r g i v e n e s s  in  
t h i s .  G ir l s  w e r e  r a i s e d  f r o m  c h i ld h o o d  h e a r in g  v a g u e  a b s t r a c t io n s  
a b o u t  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h o n o r ,  and i f  a  w o m a n  f a i l e d  to  h e e d  the  
w a r n in g s ,  i t  c o u ld  o n ly  m e a n  th a t  h e r  p a s s i o n s  w e r e  s i m p l y
4 3 y  (A p r i l  8 , 1858),  3 4 3 - 3 4 4 ,  c i t e d  in  B e v in g to n ,  p. 105. 
^ H e n r i q u e s , III, 211; c f .  A c to n ,  p. 59.
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u n c o n t r o l la b l e .  T h e s e  p a s s i o n s  h a d  n o  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  " d e cen t"
w o m e n ,  bu t w e r e  r a t h e r  th e  a n im a l  l u s t s  o f  a d a u g h te r  o f  E v e ,
t h o s e  o f  th e  w o m a n  s in g l e d  ou t  b y  God to  go w r o n g .  In m a n  s e x u a l
in c o n t in e n c e  w a s  y o u th  s o w i n g  i t s  o a t s ;  but w h e n  a  w o m a n  f e l l ,  h e r
d e a d  h o n o r  b e q u e a th e d  to  h e r  th e  b r a n d  o f  " inn ate  d e p r a v i t y ,  h o p e l e s s
d e g r a d a t io n ,  u n w o r t h i n e s s  w h ic h  m u s t  be  p u s h e d  out o f  s ig h t ,  b lo t t e d
45f r o m  m e m o r y ,  i g n o r e d  in  g o o d  s o c i e t y  and p o l i t e  s p e e c h .  " O nce  
s h e  w a s  b r a n d e d ,  the  f a l l e n  w o m a n  w a s  k e p t  d e g r a d e d  b y  the m id d le  
c l a s s e s .  N o d e c e n t  p e r s o n  w o u ld  r i s k  th e  s l i g h t e s t  c o n t a c t  w i th  h e r ,  
fo r  t o t a l  c o r r u p t io n  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  but be c o n t a g io u s .  T he w h o r e  
w a s  c a s t  ou t ,  and th e  o n ly  c o u r s e  o p e n  to  h e r ,  the  o n ly  w a y  in  w h ic h  
s h e  m ig h t  m a in t a in  h e r s e l f ,  and f r e q u e n t ly  h e r  in fa n t ,  w a s  p r o s t i t u ­
t io n .  I r o n ic a l ly ,  th is  s a m e  v a lu e  s y s t e m  th at  f o r c e d  m a n y  to  
p r o s t i t u t io n ,  the E v a n g e l i c a l  id e a l ,  s t r o v e  to  r e f o r m  the  M a g d a le n s  
i t  had h e lp e d  to  c r e a t e  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  " h o m e s "  or  " r e f u g e s "  fo r  
r e p e n t a n t  s i n n e r s .
A n o th e r  m id d le  c l a s s  a t t i tu d e  th a t  c o n tr ib u te d  to  the m a i n ­
t e n a n c e  o f  a  v a s t  s y s t e m  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  w a s  th e  i d e a l  o f  m a r r y i n g  
o n ly  w h e n  on e c o u ld  w e l l  a f fo r d  to  do s o .  Z e a lo u s  in  h o ld in g  on  
to  t h e ir  n e w ly  a c q u ir e d  p l a c e s  in  th e  w o r ld ,  th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s  
a b h o r r e d  a n y th in g  w h ic h  m ig h t  e n d a n g e r  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s .  M a r r ia g e
45[Greg, ] p. 474.
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b e f o r e  one c o u ld  a f fo r d  to  l i v e  " c o m fo r ta b ly "  w o u ld  be  d i s a s t r o u s .  
N o r m a l l y  a y o u n g  m a n  h ad  to  m a k e  h i s  ow n  w a y  u n t i l  l e g a c i e s  
a l lo w e d  s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e .  He sh o u ld  t r y  to  e s t a ­
b l i s h  a p o s i t io n ,  h e  w a s  to ld ,  u n t i l  h e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o ld .  
T h e n ,  and n o t  u n t i l  th e n ,  c o u ld  m a r r i a g e  e v e n  be c o n s i d e r e d .  In 
th e  m e a n t i m e ,  th e  v ir tu o u s  y o u n g  m a n  " r e p r e s s e d "  h i s  p a s s i o n s .
A  f in e  t h e o r y ,  it  had  th e  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  d e m a n d  
fo r  p r o s t i t u t e s  w h o  p r o v id e d  an  in e x p e n s iv e  m e a n s  f o r  " r e p r e s s i n g "  
p a s s i o n .  S p e a k in g  o f  th e  c a u s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  in  L o n d o n ,  a T i m e s  
l e a d e r  s a id ,  " T he p r e p o s t e r o u s  m e a s u r e  w h ic h  i s  ta k e n  o f  th e  i n ­
c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  to  s u p p o r t  a  f a m i l y ,  i f  a y o u n g  m a n  w o u ld  n ot  s in k  
in  the s o c i a l  s c a l e ,  i s  no d oubt a f r u i t fu l  c a u s e  o f  the d e p lo r a b le  
e v i l .  A  w h o le  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  to  the e d i t o r  o f  th e  n e w s p a p e r
a r g u in g  the  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s  (C an  a y o u n g  c o u p le  
l i v e  o n  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p e r  an n u m ?  ) w a s  in a u g u r a te d  b y  a l e t t e r  f r o m  
" T h e o p h r a s t u s "  w h o  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  w h i le  s o m e  y o u n g  m e n  
m ig h t  be  " k e e p in g  t h e m s e l v e s  p u r e  a m id  a l l  th e  t e m p t a t io n s  o f  
L o n d o n  l i f e ,  . . . t h e r e  a r e  th o u sa n d s  w h o  a r e  l i v i n g  in  s in ,  c h i e f l y  
in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  (as th e  w o r ld  s a y s )  o f  [ e a r l y ? ]
" ^ J a n u a r y  8 , 1858 , p. 6.
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m a r r y i n g ,  "4 7 T h e m i s c h i e f  done b y  t h i s  f a l s e  n o t io n  i s  d o u b ly  
d e p lo r a b le ,  a r g u e d  T a i t ' s , f o r  w h e n  a  m a n  r e a c h e s  t h ir t y  and  
m a r r i e s  c o m f o r t a b l y ,  h e  i s  to o  th o r o u g h ly  in d o c t r in a t e d  in  h i s  
l a s c i v i o u s  h a b i t s  to  f o r e g o  th e m ;  t h e y  " c le a v e  o f t e n  th r o u g h  
l i f e .  1,48
N o te d  a b o v e  w a s  th e  fa c t  th a t  m id d le  c l a s s  m o r a l i t y  te n d e d  
to  o v e r l o o k  in  m a n  th a t  w h ic h  in  w o m a n  w a s  th e  u n f o r g iv a b le  s in .  
T h is  a tt itu d e  i s  m e r e l y  a  s y m p t o m  o f  a l a r g e r  a tt itu d e  to w a r d  
w o m a n  and to w a r d  th e  f a m i l y  w h ic h  h e lp e d  in  s e v e r a l  w a y s  to  
c r e a t e  a d e m a n d  fo r  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  
i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  w o m a n ,  s o  m u c h  a p a r t  o f  th e  V ic t o r ia n  m id d le  
c l a s s  m o r a l i t y ,  put h e r  on  a p e d e s t a l ;  but th e  t r o u b le  w ith  b e in g  
o n  a p e d e s t a l  i s  th a t  t h e r e  i s  no r o o m  to  m o v e .  One c a n  e i t h e r  
s ta n d  p e r f e c t l y  s t i l l  o r  m o v e  and f a l l  o f f ,  and t h e s e  w e r e  p r e ­
c i s e l y  th e  c h o i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  the V ic t o r i a n  w o m a n .  She w a s  
r a i s e d  r ig h t  in to  s l a v e r y .  4 9 L ik e  M a r l o w ' s  aunt in  H e a r t  of  
D a r k n e s s , w o m e n  w e r e  to  be "out o f  t o u c h  w i th  tr u th .  " M a n 's  
w a s  the r e a l m  o f  tru th ;  w o m a n ' s  w a s  th a t  o f  th e  p l e a s i n g  and th e
4 7 M a y  7, 1857 , p. 12.
4 8 " D o m e s t i c  S la v e  T r a d e ,  " p. 2 5 7 .
4 9Laver ,  p. 31.
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b e a u t i f u l .  " F o r  m y  p a r t ,  11 s a id  R o u s s e a u ,  "I w o u ld  h a v e  a y o u n g  
E n g l i s h w o m a n  c u l t iv a t e  h e r  a g r e e a b l e  t a l e n t s ,  in  o r d e r  to  p l e a s e  
h e r  fu tu r e  h u sb a n d ,  w ith  a s  m u c h  c a r e  and a s s i d u i t y  a s  a  y o u n g  
C i r c a s s i a n  c u l t i v a t e s  h e r s ,  to  f i t  h e r  fo r  th e  h a r e m  of an  E a s t e r n  
b a s h a w .  " T h e s e  a g r e e a b l e  t a l e n t s ,  h e  w e n t  o n  to  s a y ,  w e r e  h e r  
" s u b t i l i t y  [ s i c ]  and h e r  b ea u ty .  M a r y  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t  w a s
q u ic k  to  p o in t  ou t  th a t  i f  t h e s e  w e r e  th e  o n ly  v i r t u e s  a w ife  
p o s s e s s e d ,  s h e  w o u ld  q u ic k ly  l o s e  the i n t e r e s t  and a t t e n t io n s  o f  
h e r  h u s b a n d ,  fo r  e v e n  th e  g r e a t e s t  c h a r m s  w o u ld  s o o n  b e c o m e  
s t a l e  (72). B e c a u s e  the  V ic t o r i a n  w i f e  w a s  t r a in e d  to  o f f e r  h e r  
h u sb a n d  no c o m p a n io n s h ip ,  no i n t e l l e c t u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  th e  m a n  
o f t e n  s o u g h t  w o m e n  w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  v a r i e t y ,  and th u s  th e  E a s t e r n  
b a s h a w 's  w a s  n o t  the o n ly  h a r e m .  Of the p r o s t i t u t e  H a v e lo c k  
E l l i s  h a s  sa id :
Sh e h a s  u n b r id le d  f e m in i n e  i n s t i n c t s ,  s h e  i s  m i s t r e s s  
o f  th e  f e m in i n e  a r t s  o f  a d o r n m e n t ,  s h e  c a n  s p e a k  to  
[a  m a n ]  c o n c e r n i n g  the m y s t e r i e s  o f  w o m a n h o o d  and  
th e  l u x u r i e s  o f  s e x  w ith  an  i m m e d i a t e  f r e e d o m  and k n o w ­
le d g e  th e  in n o c e n t  m a id e n  c l o i s t e r e d  in  h e r  h o m e  w o u ld  
b e in c a p a b le  o f .  She a p p e a ls  to  h im  b y  n o  m e a n s  o n ly  
b e c a u s e  s h e  c a n  g r a t i f y  th e  l o w e r  d e s i r e s  o f  s e x ,  b u t  a l s o
^ Q u o t e d  in  M a r y  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t ,  "A V in d ic a t io n  o f  the  
R ig h t s  o f  W o m e n ,  w ith  S t r i c t u r e s  o n  P o l i t i c a l  and M o r a l  S u b ­
j e c t s ,  " M a r y  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t , e d .  C a m i l l a  J e b b  (C h ic a g o ,  1913), 
pp. 7 1 -7 2 .
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b e c a u s e  s h e  i s ,  in  h e r  w a y ,  an a r t i s t ,  an  e x p e r t  in  the  
a r t  o f  f e m in i n e  e x p lo i t a t io n ,  a l e a d e r  o f  f e m in in e  f a s h io n s  
. . . .  H e r  u n c e r t a in  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  m a k e s  a l l  th a t  i s  
c o n v e n t io n a l  and e s t a b l i s h e d  h a t e f u l  to  h e r ,  w h i le  h e r  
t e m p e r a m e n t  m a k e s  p e r p e t u a l  n o v e l t y  d e l ig h t f u l .  (299)
F u r t h e r m o r e  th e  w i f e  l e a r n e d  o n ly  t h o s e  th in g s  th a t  c o u ld  be  
u s e d  fo r  e v i l  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  g o o d ,  fo r  s u b t l e t y  and b e a u t y  w h ic h  
c a n  s n a r e  a h u s b a n d  c a n  a l s o  be  th e  t o o l s  b y  w h ic h  th a t  h u sb a n d  
i s  c u c k o ld e d .  rrW il l  i t  be a l l o w e d ,  "  a s k s  M a r y  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t ,
th a t  the s u r e s t  w a y  to  m a k e  a  w ife  c h a s t e  i s  to  t e a c h  h e r  
to  p r a c t i s e  th e  w a n to n  a r t s  o f  a m i s t r e s s ,  t e r m e d  v ir tu o u s  
c o q u e t r y  b y  th e  s e n s u a l i s t  w h o  c a n  no lo n g e r  r e l i s h  the  
a r t l e s s  c h a r m s  o f  s i n c e r i t y ,  or  t a s t e  the p l e a s u r e  a r i s i n g  
f r o m  a  t e n d e r  i n t i m a c y ,  and r e n d e r e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  b y  s e n s e ?  
(78)
T h u s s p r in g  up the  i n t r i g u e s  o f  m a r r i e d  w o m e n  c h r o n i c l e d  s o  
f r e q u e n t ly  in  V ic t o r i a n  f i c t i o n ,  the a d u l t e r y  s o u g h t  fo r  th e  s a k e  
o f  v a r y i n g  a d u l l  l i f e  and t a c i t l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  s o c i e t y  fo r  a s  lo n g  
a s  i t  k e p t  i t s  u g ly  h e a d  h id d en .  So lo n g  a s  w o m e n  " a r e  o n ly  
m a d e  to  a c q u ir e  p e r s o n a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  m e n  w i l l  s e e k  fo r  
p l e a s u r e  in  v a r i e t y ,  and f a i t h l e s s  h u sb a n d s  w i l l  m a k e  f a i t h l e s s  
w i v e s .  W h ile  w o m e n  w e r e  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  i n ­
t e l l e c t s  and m a k e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  c o m p a n io n s  f o r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,
^ W o l l s t o n e c r a f t ,  p. 20 .
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h a r l o t r y ,  and a d u l t e r y ,  f l o u r i s h e d .
M o r e  im p o r t a n t ly ,  b e c a u s e  w o m e n  had  to  be p r o t e c t e d  
f r o m  th e  t r u t h ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  s u b j e c t s  n ot f i t  fo r  th e  
e a r s  of a m a id e n  to  l i s t e n  to  or  the m in d  o f  a v i r g in  to  d w e l l  on ,  
m a n y  a V ic t o r ia n  b r id e  w e n t  to  h e r  w e d d in g  b ed  w ith o u t  th e  l e a s t  
s u s p i c i o n  o f  h e r  w i f e l y  d u t i e s .  T he l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  on the f i r s t  
n ig h t  of m a r r i a g e  w e r e  h a r d ly  p a la ta b le  to  th e  g i r l  w ho s p e n t  the  
f i r s t  th ir d  o f  h e r  l i f e  u n a w a r e  o f  s u c h  r e a l i t i e s .  T h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  c o u ld  be a w e s o m e ;  th e  y o u n g  g i r l  “p u r e  a s  sn o w "  and  
“ c h a s t e  a s  i c e “ b e c a m e  f r e q u e n t ly  the f r i g i d  w i f e .  On th e  o th e r  
h a n d ,  t h o s e  w o m e n  w h o  d id  a c c e p t  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  s e x  d id  so  
w ith  no n o t io n s  o f  t h e i r  ow n  p l e a s u r e ,  f o r  th e y  to o k  no p l e a s u r e  
i n  s e x ,  n o r  c o u ld  t h e y  g iv e  m u c h ;  th e  p l e a s u r e  w a s  th a t  w h ic h  
c o u ld  be  ta k e n ,  f o r c i b l y  or  o t h e r w i s e ,  b y  th e  m a l e .
T h e im p o r t a n c e  o f  s e x  to  the w o m a n  w a s  th a t  i t  a l lo w e d  h e r  
to  f u l f i l l  h e r  fu n c t io n  a s  w ife  and m o t h e r .  M o th e r h o o d  w a s  th e  
g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  b l e s s i n g s  b e s t o w e d  on  w o m a n  b y  God, and God  
w a s  c e r t a i n l y  l i b e r a l  in  th e  b e s t o w a l  o f  h i s  b l e s s i n g s ,  fo r  l a r g e  
f a m i l i e s  b e c a m e  a h a l l m a r k  o f  the V ic t o r i a n  a g e .  D ic k e n s '  w ife  
m a n a g e d  to  h a v e  t e n  c h i l d r e n  b e f o r e  h e r  h u sb a n d  b e c a m e  i n ­
fa tu a te d  w ith  E l l e n  T e r n a n  and m o v e d  out o f  th e  h o u s e .  A  “ good"  
w o m a n 's  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d  s e x  f o s t e r e d  a s y s t e m  of  p r o s t i t u t io n ,
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f o r  p l e a s u r e  in  s e x  w a s  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  and i f  p o s i t i v e  f r i g i d i t y  w e r e  
a v o id e d ,  f r e q u e n t  p r e g n a n c y  and th e  r a v a g e s  o f  c h i l d b i r t h  o f te n  
s e n t  th e  h u sb a n d  in  s e a r c h  o f  th a t  o t h e r  k in d  o f  w o m a n ,  th e  one  
w h o  s e e m e d  to  t h r iv e  on  p a s s i o n .  T he w h o le  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  f a m i l y ,  
th e n ,  t e n d e d  to  r e n d e r  the m a r i t a l  b ed  l e s s  in v i t in g  th a n  th a t  o f  
th e  n a m e l e s s  c r e a t u r e  found  in  th e  H a y m a r k e t  o r  the w o m a n  c o s i l y  
i n s t a l l e d  in  an o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  lo d g in g  h o u s e  in  St. J o h n ’ s W o o d s .
It n e e d  h a r d ly  be p o in te d  ou t  th a t  th e  w ife  w h o  k n e w  th a t  h e r  h u sb a n d  
h a d  fou n d  a b e t t e r  b e d  to  s l e e p  in  s a w  in  th e  w h o r e  s o m e  k in d  o f  
r i v a l .  She c o u ld  h a r d ly  be e x p e c t e d  to  f o r g i v e  and h e lp  in  the  
r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  th e  w o m a n  w ho s o u g h t  the  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  h e r  f a m i l y .  ^2 
H e r  o n ly  w e a p o n  a g a in s t  s e x u a l i t y  w a s  r e j e c t io n ;  i f  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  
b e e x t e r m i n a t e d ,  the  p r o s t i t u t e  c o u ld  at l e a s t  be f o r c e d  to  w o r k  
h e r  w i l e s  f r o m  o u t s id e  the  p a le  of r e s p e c t a b l e  s o c i e t y .  ^
C e r t a in ly  o th e r  c a u s e s  h a d  a  p a r t  in  c r e a t i n g  a p la c e  f o r  th e  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  th a t  e x i s t e d  and f lo u r i s h e d  d u r in g  the r e i g n  o f  Q u ee n  
V ic t o r i a .  F r o m  th e  v a n ta g e  p o in t  o f  a c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  the tw o  
d e a l t  w ith  a b o v e  s e e m  e s p e c i a l l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l .  The I n d u s t r ia l
^ P a t r i c i a  T h o m s o n ,  The V ic t o r ia n  H e r o i n e : A  C h a n g in g  
I d e a l ,  18 3 7 -1 8 7 3  (L on d on , 1956J, p . 155.
^ H e n r i q u e s ,  HI, 189.
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R e v o lu t io n  p la c e d  th e  p o o r  at th e  m e r c y  o f  the  r i c h ,  p la c e d  th e  
p o o r  in  a s i t u a t io n  in  w h ic h  m o r e  im m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n s  th a n  
m o r a l i t y  w e r e  u p p e r m o s t ,  p la c e d  t e m p t a t io n  in  th e  w a y  o f  f e m a l e s  
w h o  s a w  in  p r o s t i t u t io n  an  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e ir  ow n  d e p lo r a b le  c o n ­
d i t io n s ,  and p la c e d  fa r  to o  m a n y  p e o p le  in  s l u m s ,  in  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  
w h e r e b y  m o r a l i t y  and d e c e n c y  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d .  M id d le  c l a s s  
a t t i t u d e s ,  on  the o th e r  h an d , m a d e  the s i n  o f  th e  f a l l e n  w o m a n  
i r r e v o c a b l e ,  m a d e  m a r r i a g e  an in s t i t u t io n  to  b e  e s c h e w e d  u n t i l  
on e c o u ld  a f fo r d  to  m a r r y  c o m f o r t a b ly ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  m a d e  the  
"bought r e d  m o u th "  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s u b s t i t u t e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a c c o r d e d  the  w i f e  m a d e  h e r  an  u n f i t  c o m p a n io n  
fo r  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  and s h e  f r e q u e n t ly  s a w  h im  l o s t  to a  w o m a n  of  
m o r e  v a r i e t y .  Y ou n g  g i r l s ,  t o o ,  w e r e  k e p t  in  a s t a t e  o f  i g n o r a n c e  
b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  and in  a s t a t e  o f  p r e g n a n c y  a f t e r w a r d s .  The  
r e v u l s i o n  o f  f e e l i n g  th a t  a w ife  c o u ld  h a v e  t o w a r d s  s e x  o r ,  at 
b e s t ,  th e  p a s s i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  s o m e t h in g  u n p l e a s a n t  o f t e n  d r o v e  
th e  h u sb a n d  to  th e  w o m a n  o f no s u c h  s c r u p u l o s i t y .  T h u s ,  t h e s e  
tw o  f a c t o r s  c o n t r ib u t e d  in  a l a r g e  m e a s u r e  to  a s y s t e m  o f  p r o s t i ­
tu t io n  w h ic h ,  d u r in g  the  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
o u t g r e w  the  f e w  s m a l l  d a r k  s t r e e t s  to  w h ic h  i t  had  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  
r e s t r i c t e d  and m o v e d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c i t y .  B y  1832 " e v e r y  
b o r o u g h  in  L o n d o n  w a s  . . . a b le  to  o f f e r  i t s  q u o ta  o f
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w h o r e s .  T h e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  “ g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l rt w a s  in d e e d  g r e a t .
T h e  t w e n t ie t h  c e n t u r y  h a r d ly  n e e d s  M y  S e c r e t  L ife  to  r e v e a l  
to  i t  th a t  " u n d e r n e a th  th e  w o r ld  o f  V ic t o r i a n  E n g la n d  as w e k n o w  
i t  . . .  a r e a l ,  s e c r e t  l i f e  w a s  b e in g  c o n d u c te d .  I n fo r m a t io n
g iv e n  on th e  p r e c e d i n g  p a g e s  a t t e s t s  v e r y  c l e a r l y  to th e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  a “ s e c r e t  l i f e  o f  s e x .  ” W hat i s  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  th a n  th e  
p h e n o m e n o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  th e  V ic to r ia n s  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  to  th is  p h e n o m e n o n .  What d id  t h e y  do in  th e  w a k e  o f  th is  
w i d e s p r e a d  e v i l ?  We h a v e  s e e n ,  in  p a r t ,  bu t o n ly  in  p a r t ,  t h e i r  
a t t e m p t s  to  e x p la i n  i t s  c a u s e s ,  but c a u s a l  a n a l y s i s  w a s  o n ly  one  
w a y  in  w h ic h  the n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e a c t e d  to  th is  “ d e m o c r a ­
t i z a t io n "  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .  5 ̂  G. M . Y o u n g 's  a s s e r t i o n  ab ou t "the  
c e n t r a l  t h e m e  of h i s t o r y "  i s  n e v e r  m o r e  a p p l ic a b le  th a n  in  the  
c a s e  o f  V ic t o r i a n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  (w h ich  p r o b l e m  Y oung n e v e r  
m e n t io n s ) :  V i c t o r i a n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  a p h e n o m e n o n  l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g
in  i t s e l f  th a n  in  th e  a t t i tu d e s  h e ld  b y  th e  V ic t o r i a n s  c o n c e r n i n g
5 4 H e n r iq u e s ,  III, 189.
5 5 Ste  v e n  M a r c u s ,  T he O th er  V i c t o r i a n s : A  S tu d y  o f  
S e x u a l i t y  and P o r n o g r a p h y  in  M i d - n in e t e e n t h  C e n tu r y  E n g la n d  
(L o n d o n , 1966),  p . 100.
C /
T h e t e r m  i s  u s e d  b y  H e n r iq u e s ,  III, 52 .
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th e  p r o b l e m - -  "not w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  but w h a t  p e o p le  f e l t  ab ou t i t  
w h e n  i t  w a s  h a p p e n in g .  11 ̂ 7
T h e  f o l lo w in g  c h a p t e r s ,  th e n ,  r e p r e s e n t  an a n a l y s i s  o f  the  
th o u g h ts  o f  s o m e  V ic t o r ia n s  o n  the " g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l .  rc T he w a y  
in  w h ic h  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d ,  th e  c o n c e p t io n s  w h ic h  t h e y  b o r e ,  and th e  
m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  t h e y  la b o r e d  a r e  a l l  w o r th  o f  s tu d y ,  
fo r  t h e y  a l l  t e l l  s o m e t h in g  ab ou t the  V ic t o r i a n s ,  s o m e t h in g ,  
p e r h a p s ,  a b o u t  V i c t o r i a n i s m  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  s o m e t h in g  ab ou t th e  
a n t e c e d e n t s  o f  m o d e r n i t y .  T he lo n g  y e a r s  o f  V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n  
s a w  m a n y  c h a n g e s  in  E n g la n d ,  a m o n g  t h e m  g r e a t  c h a n g e s  in  
a tt itu d e  t o w a r d  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  w o r t h  lo o k in g  
at ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  e m b o d ie d  in  th e  g e n r e  in  w h ic h  th e  n in e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  e x c e l l e d ,  th e  n o v e l .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  a t t i tu d e s  d i s c u s s e d  
in  the  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  a r e  t h o s e  of th e  w r i t e r s  o f  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
f i c t i o n ,  but th e  tw o  c h a p t e r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l lo w in g  t h i s  one e x a m in e  
d o m in a n t  a t t i tu d e s  to w a r d s  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  s ta n d s  ta k e n  e i t h e r  
a g a in s t  o r  fo r  the p o l lu te d  s i n n e r .  T h u s ,  th e  o p in io n s  o f  b o th  
j o u r n a l i s t s  and n o v e l i s t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d ,  fo r  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  
a s s u m p t i o n s  and c o n f u s io n s  o f  th e  j o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in
c 7
G. M . Y ou n g , V ic t o r ia n  E n g la n d : P o r t r a i t  o f  an  A g e ,
2nd e d .  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1964),  p. v i .
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th e  tw o  c l a s s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  d e p ic t e d  in  f i c t i o n ,  the d e p r a v e d  
and th e  r e d e e m a b l e .
CHAPTER II
r,THE L O W E S T  F O R M  O F  S E X U A L  IR R E G U L A R IT Y "
E v a n g e l i c a l i s m ,  b e g a n ,  in  p a r t ,  a s  a m o v e m e n t  to  c o u n te r  
the  l a x  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  p r e v a l e n t  in  E n g la n d  d u r in g  th e  la t e  y e a r s  
o f  the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .   ̂ T h e  f o c u s  o f  one  o f  i t s  s h a r p e s t  
a t ta c k s  w a s  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  the  s a m e  " g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l "  th a t  
E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  e:xtr a - m a r i t a l  s e x  and c o n d o n a t io n  
of  m a r r y i n g  la t e  h e lp e d  to  p r o m o t e .  W h en  i t  w a s  l e a r n e d ,  fo r  
e x a m p l e ,  th a t  th e  D uk e  o f  Y o r k 's  m i s t r e s s  had  a h u g e  t r a d e  in  
s e l l i n g  m i l i t a r y  a p p o in tm e n ts  and  w h e n  th e  p a p e r s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  
at  l e a s t  fo u r  h u n d r e d  p r o s t i t u t e s  w e n t  to  w a t e r y  g r a v e s  w h en  
on e o f  th e  n a v y ' s  m e n - o f - w a r  s a n k ,   ̂ the  p io u s  g r o u p  w a s  c o n v in c e d  
th a t  p r o s t i t u t i o n  w a s  s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y  u n d e r m in in g  g o d l i n e s s  in  
E n g la n d .
■*-Ford K. B r o w n ,  F a t h e r s  o f  the  V i c t o r i a n s : T h e  A g e  o f  
W il b e r f o r c e  (C a m b r id g e ,  1961), p. 1.
2 I b i d . , pp . 2 1 -2 3 .
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T h e E v a n g e l i c a l s  h a d  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  h e a p in g  the  
c o l l e c t i v e  g u i l t  o f  a n a t io n  u p o n  the p r o s t i t u t e .  T h e ir  o w n  r e ­
v e r e n c e ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  f o r  c h a s t i t y  and m a r i t a l  c o n t in e n c e  le d  t h e m  
to  f in d  d o u b ly  a b h o r r e n t  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o  v a lu e d  n e i t h e r .
S e c o n d ly ,  t h e y  f e a r e d ,  n o t  w ith o u t  s o m e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  th a t  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  w o u ld  s o o n  u n d e r m in e  a l l  m o r a l  s ta n d a r d s  b y  t e m p t in g  
f r o m  the  p a th  o f  v ir tu e  a l l  th e  y o u th  o f  th e  n a t io n  w h o s e  m a r c h  
a lo n g  th a t  p a th  w a s  s o  p r e c a r i o u s .  And f in a l l y ,  s e x u a l  f r u s t r a ­
t io n  and in h ib i t io n s  a s i d e ,  o n c e  t h e y  b e g a n  t h e i r  c l e a n - u p  c a m p a ig n ,  
t h e r e  l o o m e d  th e  v e r y  r e a l  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i n g  no i m p r o v e m e n t ,  
in d e e d ,  o f  u l t i m a t e l y  h e lp in g  to  f o s t e r  th e  v e r y  d i s e a s e  t h e y  s o u g h t  
to  c u r e .  T he r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  f e t i s h e s ,  f e a r s ,  and f r u s t r a t io n s  
w a s  th a t  th e  c o m m o n  p r o s t i t u t e  c a m e  to  l o o m  in  th e  m in d s  o f  the  
E v a n g e l i c a l s  a s  an  o m n i p r e s e n t  p la g u e  o f  e v i l  and c o r r u p t io n .  B y  
m a g n i f y in g  h e r  e v i l ,  t h e y  d i s t o r t e d  h e r  im p o r t a n c e  and p r o b a b ly  
t h e i r  o w n  i m a g e  o f  h e r .  T h e r e s u l t a n t  m o n s t e r ,  a c o m b in a t io n  
o f  f a c t  and f a n t a s y ,  w a s  a  w o m a n ,  i f  n o t  an a n im a l ,  w ho w a s  to  
be a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  a l l  th a t  i s  fo u l  and r o t te n ,  a c r e a t u r e  w h o s e  
p r o f e s s i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  th a t  s h e  be  u n im a g in a b ly  c r u d e  and v u lg a r ,  
a  b e a s t  w h o s e  m o d e  o f  l i f e  s u g g e s t e d  a c o m p l e t e l y  p e r v e r t e d  
s e n s e  o f  v a l u e s .  F o r  w h a t  e l s e  c o u ld  be e x p e c t e d  o f  a  w o m a n  w ho  
p r o f e s s e d  a b s o l u t e l y  no a w e  f o r ,  and p la c e d  no v a lu e  on , the t e m p le
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th a t  w a s  h e r  b o d y  and the God th a t  had  c r e a t e d  h e r .  A c c o r d in g  to  
the  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  th e  n a tu r e  and  
th e  v a lu e s  o f  the  p r o s t i t u t e .
It h a s  b e e n  f r e q u e n t ly  p o in te d  out th a t  as  a m o v e m e n t ,  
E v a n g e l i c a l i s m  p r e d a t e d  th e  V ic t o r ia n  a g e  and th a t  th e  m o r a l i t y  
a d v o c a t e d  b y  th e  m o v e m e n t  m e r e l y  c a r r i e d  o v e r  f r o m  one age  to  
a n o th e r .   ̂ T h e  s a m e  m ig h t  be s a id  o f  the  i m a g e  o f  v i c e  th a t  the  
E v a n g e l i c a l s  c r e a t e d  in  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h e ir  v i s i o n  o f  t o ta l  
c o r r u p t io n  and u t t e r  p o l lu t io n  b e c a m e ,  b y  1832 , a s te r e o ty p e d  
i m a g e  f o r  the  h u g e  c l a s s  o f  E ngland * s s e x u a l  o f f e n d e r s .  T he  
e v a l u a t i o n  f o s t e r e d  by th e  im a g e  l a s t e d  in to  the V ic t o r i a n  a g e ,  
and th e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  a s e t  o f  d e s c r i p t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  
V ic t o r i a n s  f e l t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  the p r o s t i t u t e  and th a t  d e m a n d e d  
o f  s o c i e t y  a c o m p l e t e  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  t h i s  b e a s t .
T h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  a s  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  d e s c r i b e d  
t h e m  a r e  t r e a t e d  in  th e  f o l l o w in g  p a g e s .  T h e p a s s a g e s  th a t  a r e  
u s e d  to  e x e m p l i f y  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  not ta k e n  f r o m  w r i t e r s  
w h o  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  E v a n g e l i c a l s .  R a th e r  t h e y  a r e  the w o r d s  o f  
V ic t o r i a n s  w h o  w e r e  d e e p l y  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  v i s i o n  o f  a r e l i g i o u s
^ S e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  J e r o m e  H. B u c k le y ,  T he V ic t o r i a n  
T e m p e r :  A  S tu d y  in  L i t e r a r y  C u ltu r e  (N ew  Y o rk ,  1964),  p . 9.
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g r o u p  th a t  s h a p e d  m o r a l  s ta n d a r d s  d u r in g  th e  a g e  j u s t  p r i o r  to  
th e  V ic t o r ia n  a g e ,  o r  t h e y  a r e  the w o r d s  of m e n  and w o m e n  w ho  
lo o k e d  a r o u n d  t h e m  at th e  p e r v a s i v e  and p e r n i c i o u s  p r o s t i t u t io n  
th a t  f l o u r i s h e d  s o  d u r in g  V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n .  T hat t h e y  m ig h t  be  
e i t h e r  a t t e s t s  to  th e  a c c u r a c y  w ith  w h ic h  the E v a n g e l i c a l s  d e s ­
c r i b e d  th e  w h o r e s  t h e y  s o  d e s p i s e d .  T he p r o b l e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  
l a y  n o t  in  th e  v e r a c i t y  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  c l a i m s - - t h e y  w e r e  
in d is p u t a b ly  t r u e - - b u t  l a y ,  r a t h e r ,  in  th e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
u n i v e r s a l i t y  w ith  w h ic h  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  and t h o s e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  
t h e m  a t t r ib u te d  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to  f e m a le  s e x u a l  o f f e n d e r s .  
E v e r y o n e  f r o m  th e  y o u n g  g i r l  w ho  a l lo w e d  h e r  f ia n c £  to  a n t ic ip a te  
th e  j o y s  o f  m a r r i a g e  to  th e  b aw d  w h o  lu r e d  v i r g in s  to  h e r  h o m e  
th a t  t h e y  m ig h t  be d e f l o w e r e d  (and a f t e r  the d e f lo r a t io n ,  the  
v ir g in s  t h e m s e l v e s )  w a s  lu m p e d  in to  a s in g le  c l a s s  and w a s  th o u g h t  
to  p o s s e s s  the  s a m e  d i s t in g u i s h in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  B e c a u s e  a 
g i r l  c o m m i t t e d  a s e x u a l  s in ,  b e c a u s e  sh e  t r a n s g r e s s e d  p h y s i c a l l y ,  
the  E v a n g e l i c a l s  r e a s o n e d  th a t  h e r  e n t ir e  n a tu r e ,  h e r  s o u l ,  w a s  
t o t a l l y  c o r r u p t e d .
T o  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n ,  h e r  
w a l lo w in g  in  the p h y s i c a l ,  r e v e a l e d  c l e a r l y  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e ,  
a n a tu r e  th a t  w a s  v i l e .  T hus c o m m e n t a t o r s  f r e q u e n t ly  e m p h a s i z e  
th i s  v i l e n e s s ,  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  the w h o r e s  t h e m s e l v e s  t r y  to  h id e .
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D r .  W i l l ia m  A c to n ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  d e p ic t s  a s  u t t e r l y  v i l e  the  
g i r l s  w ho  m a k e  up the s t a b l e  o f  a p im p .  T h e y  a r e ,  h e  s a y s ,
" ro u g e d  and w h i t e w a s h e d  c r e a t u r e s ,  w ith  p a in te d  l i p s  and e y e b r o w s ,  
and f a l s e  h a i r .  T h e  i m p r e s s i o n  A c to n  g i v e s  i s  o f  M a r lo w 's  
" w h ited  s e p u l c h r e ,  " d e a th  and c o r r u p t io n  u n c o n v in c in g ly  d i s g u i s e d .  
H e n r y  M a y h e w 's  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and the  L o n d o n  P o o r  (1861-1862)  
a l s o  im p a r t s  s o m e t h in g  o f  t h i s  v i l e n e s s ,  but th e  w o m e n  he d e s ­
c r i b e s  a r e  b e y o n d  d i s s i m u l a t i o n ;  th e y  s i m p l y  r e v e a l  c o m p l e t e l y  
c o r r u p t e d  and d e b a s e d  n a t u r e s .  One w o m a n  h e  i n t e r v i e w e d  in  a  
b r o t h e l  w a s  t o o  d i s e a s e d  to  p ly  h e r  t r a d e :  " H er  f a c e  w a s
s h r i v e l l e d  and f a m i n e - s t r i c k e n ,  h e r  e y e s  b lo o d s h o t  and g la r in g ,  
h e r  f e a t u r e s  d i s f i g u r e d  s l i g h t l y  w ith  d i s e a s e ,  and h e r  h a ir  
d i s h e v e l l e d ,  t a n g le d  and m a t t e d .  M o r e  l ik e  a  b e a s t  in  h is  
l a i r  th an  a h u m a n  b e in g  in  h e r  h o m e  w a s  th is  w o m a n .  In a n o th e r  
r o o m  in  the s a m e  h o u s e ,  M a y h e w  f in d s  a  p r o s t i t u t e  and an E a s t  
Ind ian  s a i l o r  " s t u p e f ie d  f r o m  the  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  o p iu m  he  had  
b e e n  ta k in g .  " T h e  w o m a n
w a s  h a l f  i d i o t i c a l l y  e n d e a v o u r in g  to  d e r i v e  s o m e  s t u p e ­
f a c t io n  f r o n  [ s i c ]  the  a s h e s  he  h a d  l e f t  in  h is  p ip e .  H er
4 P r o s t i t u t i o n , e d .  P e t e r  F r y e r  (L o n d o n ,  1968 ) ,  p . 37.
^L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and the  L o n d o n  P o o r  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1968),
IV , 2 3 2 .  A l l  c i t a t i o n s  a r e  f r o m  V o l.  IV.
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f a c e  w a s  g r i m y  and u n w a s h e d ,  and h e r  h a n d s  s o  b la c k  
and f i l t h y  th a t  m u s t a r d - a n d - c r e s s  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  s o w n  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  u p o n  t h e m .  A s  s h e  w a s  h u d d led  u p  w ith  
h e r  b a c k  a g a i n s t  th e  w a l l  s h e  a p p e a r e d  an  a n im a t e d  
b u n d le  o f  r a g s  . . . .  In a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  s h e  w a s  d i s e a s e d ;  
and th e  d i s e a s e  c o m m u n ic a t e d  b y  th e  M a l a y s ,  L a s c a r s ,  and  
O r ie n t a l s  g e n e r a l l y ,  i s  s a id  to  be  th e  m o s t  f r ig h t f u l  f o r m  
o f  l u e s  to  be m e t  w ith  in  E u r o p e .  (2 3 1 -2 3 2 )
Y e t  a n o th e r  w o m a n  M a y h e w  m e e t s ,  a h o r r i b l y  d i s f i g u r e d  c r e a t u r e ,  
t e l l s  h im  th a t  s y p h i l i s  " a t ta c k e d  m y  f a c e ,  and r u in e d  m y  f e a t u r e s  
to  s u c h  an  e x t e n t  th a t  I a m  h id e o u s  to lo o k  u p on , and I w o u ld  be  
n o t i c e d  b y  no one  i f  I f r e q u e n t e d  t h o s e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  w o m e n  o f  
m y  c l a s s  m o s t  c o n g r e g a t e ;  in d e e d ,  I s h o u ld  be d r i v e n  a w a y  w ith  
c u r s e s  and e x e c r a t i o n s "  (2 4 4 ) .  U n a b le  o r  u n w i l l in g  to  m a k e  m e n t io n  
o f  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  in  h is  w o r k ,  th e  w r i t e r  of f i c t i o n  c h o s e  to  
s u g g e s t  the  v i l e n e s s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  in  v a g u e  g e n e r a l  t e r m s .  In 
S a m u e l  W a r r e n ' s  P a s s a g e s  F r o m  th e  D ia r y  o f  a L a te  P h y s i c i a n  
(1832), the  t i t l e  c h a r a c t e r  a t te n d s  a s i c k  p r o s t i t u t e  in  a b r o t h e l  
b u t i s  n a u s e a t e d  b y  th e  " h o r r id  c l o s e n e s s "  o f  th e  a ir  he i s  f o r c e d  
to  b r e a t h e :  "M y s o u l  w a s  s i c k  w ith in  m e .  I w o u ld  fa in  h a v e
s l ip p e d  a w a y ,  o n c e  fo r  a l l ,  f r o m  s u c h  a  h o r r i d  s c e n e  and n e ig h b o u r ­
h o o d . S i m i l a r l y ,  in  F e l i c i a  S k e n e ' s  H id d e n  D e p th s  (1866), 
E r n e s t i n e  C o u r t e n a y  i s  s i c k e n e d  a t  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  s p e n d in g  e v e n
^ (N e w  Y o r k ,  1871), II, 281, 2 9 0 .  A l l  c i t a t i o n s  a r e  f r o m  V o l.  II.
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a f e w  m in u t e s  in  the s a m e  h o u s e  w ith  M o th e r  D o r r e l l ,  a n o th e r  
w h ite d  s e p u lc h r e  w h o  h y p o c r i t i c a l l y  p r o t e s t s  th a t  s i n c e  h e r  h u sb a n d  
d ie d  s h e  h a s  b e e n  f o r c e d  to  ta k e  in  l o d g e r s  but th a t  a l l  o f  h e r  g i r l s  
a r e  h ig h ly  r e s p e c t a b l e  y o u n g  l a d i e s .  ? W h e th e r  t h e y  a t t e m p t  to  
c o v e r  o v e r  the v i l e n e s s  o r  n ot ,  it  r e m a i n s  c l e a r l y  p e r c e i v a b l e ,  
and w h e t h e r  i t  i s  v i l e n e s s  o b s e r v e d  in  w o r k in g  w ith  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  
as  in  the c a s e s  o f  A c to n  and M a y h e w , o r  w h e th e r  i t  i s  th e  v i l e n e s s  
o f  an E v a n g e l i c a l l y  in f lu e n c e d  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  w h o r e ,  i t  i s  the  s a m e  
v i l e n e s  s .
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  f r e q u e n t ly  n o te d  by b o th  s o c i a l  
w o r k e r s  and  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  one n o t  u n r e la t e d  to  i t s  v i l e n e s s ,  i s  
th e  c r u d i t y  and v u l g a r i t y  o f  th e  w o m e n  w ho  m a k e  up the  c l a s s  of  
p r o s t i t u t e s .  T h is  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a p h e n o m e n o n  w ith  a b a s i s  in  f a c t .  
H ip p o ly te  T a in e ,  in  the 1 8 6 0 's  a v i s i t o r  to  E n g la n d ,  d e s c r i b e s  th e  
" B e g g a r s ,  t h i e v e s ,  and p r o s t i t u t e s , e s p e c i a l l y  th e  l a t t e r ,  [w ho]  
s w a r m  in  S h a d w e l l  S tr e e t" :
T h r e e  t i m e s  in  t e n  m in u t e s  I s a w  c r o w d s  c o l l e c t  rou n d  
d o o r w a y s ,  a t t r a c t e d  b y  f ig h t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  f ig h t s  b e ­
t w e e n  w o m e n .  One o f  t h e m ,  h e r  fa c e  c o v e r e d  w ith  b lo o d ,  
t e a r s  in  h e r  e y e s ,  d ru n k ,  w a s  t r y in g  to  f ly  at a m a n  
w h i le  the  m o b  w a tc h e d  and la u g h e d  . . . .
7 (E d in b u r g h ,  1866),  II, 127.
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A  f e w  o f  th e  w o m e n  s h o w  v e s t i g e s  o f  f o r m e r  c l e a n l i ­
n e s s ,  o r  w e a r  a n e w  d r e s s ;  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  in  d ir ty ,  
i l l - a s s o r t e d  r a g s  . . . . I n o t i c e d  n u m e r o u s  b la c k  e y e s ,  
b a n d a g e d  n o s e s ,  c u t  c h e e k s .  T h e s e  w o m e n  g e s t i c u l a t e  
w ith  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  v e h e m e n c e ;  b u t  t h e i r  m o s t  h o r r i b l e  
a t tr ib u te  i s  th e  v o i c e - - t h i n ,  s h r i l l ,  c r a c k e d ,  l ik e  th at
Q
o f  a s i c k  o w l .
T a in e ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  v i l e n e s s  and v u lg a r i t y .
D r .  A c to n  p o in t s  out the  s a m e  v u l g a r i t y ,  a lth o u g h  l e s s  a c t i v e ,  
in  a b r o t h e l .  Of the  w h o r e s  he s a y s ,  " T h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  d u r in g  
the  d a y ,  u n l e s s  c a l l e d  u p on  b y  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s ,  o r  e m p l o y e d  in  
d r e s s i n g ,  to  b e  fo u n d , d i s h e v e l l e d ,  d ir t y ,  s l ip s h o d  and d r e s s i n g -  
g o w n e d ,  in  [ th e ]  k i t c h e n  . . . .  S tup id  f r o m  b e e r ,  o r  f r a c t i o u s  
f r o m  g in ,  t h e y  s w e a r  and c h a t t e r  b r a i n l e s s  s tu f f  a l l  d a y ,  ab ou t  
m e n  and m i l l i n e r y ,  t h e i r  ow n  s c h e m e s  and a d v e n t u r e s ,  and th e  
fa u l t s  o f  o t h e r s  o f  the  s i s t e r h o o d "  (4 0 -4 1 ) .  M a y h e w  a l s o  c o m m e n t s  
o n  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t  o f  th e  b r o t h e l  k i t c h e n .  In one s u c h  k i t c h e n  he  
f in d s  fo u r  p r o s t i t u t e s :
T h e y  w e r e  w a i t in g  fo r  t h e i r  m e n ,  p r o b a b ly  t h i e v e s .  T h e y  
had  a c a n  o f  b e e r ,  w h ic h  t h e y  p a s s e d  f r o m  one to  the  
o t h e r .  T he w o m a n  o f  th e  h o u s e  had  g o n e  ou t  to  m e e t  h e r  
h u sb a n d ,  w h o  w a s  to  be l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  p r i s o n  th a t  n ig h t ,  
h a v in g  b e e n  i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  a b u r g l a r y  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ,
0
° N o t e s  on  E n g la n d , t r a n s .  E d w a r d  H y a m s  ( F a ir  L a w n ,  
N. J . , 1958),  pp. 2 9 - 3 0 .
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h i s  t e r m  o f  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  h a p p e n in g  to  en d  th a t  d ay . H is  
f r i e n d s  w e r e  to  m e e t  a t  h i s  h o u s e  and c e l e b r a t e  h is  r e ­
t u r n  b y  an o r g i e ,  w h e n  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  w e  w e r e  to ld ,  h o p e d  
to  be b lin d  drunk; and , a d d ed  th e  g i r l  w ho v o lu n t e e r e d  
th e  i n f o r m a t io n ,  "N one o f  ' e m  d id n 't  c a r e  d a m  fo r  p o l i c e .  " 
S he w a s  e v i d e n t l y  a n t ic ip a t in g  th e  h a p p y  s ta t e  o f  i n e b r i e t y  
s h e  had j u s t  b e e n  p r e d ic t i n g .  (232)
T h e  e x t e n t  to  w h ic h  v u l g a r i t y  and c r u d e n e s s  w e r e  a c t u a l ly  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  in s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  F l o r e n c e  
N ig h t in g a le .  N o t in g  th e  i n d e c e n c y  and i m m o r a l i t y  w h ic h  p r e v a i l e d  
in  h o s p i t a l s  b e f o r e  s h e  in a u g u r a te d  h e r  r e f o r m s ,  M i s s  N ig h t in g a le  
c o m m e n t s  on  th e  h a r d n e s s  n e c e s s a r y  in  a n y  w o m a n  w ho  s o u g h t  
to  be a n u r s e :  "It w a s  p r e f e r r e d  th a t  n u r s e s  sh o u ld  be w o m e n  w ho
h a d  l o s t  t h e ir  c h a r a c t e r s .  "9
M a n y  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  w h o r e s  in t e r v i e w e d  b y  M a y h e w  a t t e s t  
to  th is  c o a r s e n e s s .  T h e  w o m a n ,  a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  w ho  w a s  
to o  d i s e a s e d  to  r e c e i v e  c l i e n t s  e a r n e d  h e r  r o o m  in  th e  b r o t h e l  
b y  c l e a n i n g  o u t  the  w a t e r  c l o s e t s  d u r in g  th e  d a y  (2 3 2 ) .  " C h o u s in g  
B ett"  i s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  M a y h e w  "as i f  sh e  w o u ld  be a f o r m id a b le  
o p p o n e n t  in  a s t r e e t - q u a r r e l  or  an  I r i s h  ro w "  (223 ) .  A n o th e r  
w h o r e  th a t  he m e e t s  in  a b a r  s h o w s  M a y h e w  th e  s c a r  s h e  h a s  f r o m  
a b a y o n e t  w ou n d  (2 3 6 ) .  She i s  b i t t e r l y  c r i t i c a l  of " su c h  - -  - -
^ B e t t e r  q u o ted  in  C e c i l  W o o d h a m -S m ith ,  F l o r e n c e  N ig h t in g a le , 
1820-1910  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1951), p. 41.
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c o w a r d s "  (236 )  th a t  w o u ld  h it  a la d y .  W hen  th e  i n t e r v i e w e r  a s k s  
h e r  h o w  s h e  b e g a n  in  th e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  s h e  r e p l i e s ,  "G et a lo n g  
w ith  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  If y o u  g iv e  m e  a n y  o f  y o u r  c h e e k ,  I ' l l  - -  - -  
s o o n  s e r v e  y o u  th e  s a m e "  (2 3 6 ) .  T he " s a m e , "  i t  tu r n s  out,  
r e f e r s  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  w ith  a  c r o w b a r  s h e  o n c e  " la m e d  one o f  
th e  b o b b ie s  fo r  l i f e "  (2 3 6 ) .  A n o th e r  w o m a n ,  a s e l f - s t y l e d  
" d r u n k e n  o ld  b - -  " la m e n t s  the  l o s s  o f  h e r  you th . F o r c e d
b y  a g e  f r o m  a c t iv e  s e r v i c e  in  th e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  s h e  s e r v e s  p r e s e n t l y  
a s  a w a tc h d o g  o v e r  one  o f  th e  y o u n g e r  g i r l s .  A lth o u g h  i t  d o e s  n o t  
h a v e  th e  r e w a r d s  o f  a c tu a l  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  h e r  jo b  d o e s  p r o v id e  h e r  
w ith  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  s t a y  d ru n k  n e a r l y  a l l  of the  t i m e  (246 ) .  
" C h o u s in g  B e t t ,  " m e n t io n e d  a b o v e ,  a c c e p t s  M a y h e w 's  o f f e r  fo r  
a d r in k  and p r o c e e d s  to  gu lp  dow n  t h r e e  g l a s s e s  o f  g in  a f t e r  
w h i c h  s h e  t e l l s  a l l  ab ou t the p im p  fo r  w h o m  s h e  w o r k s .  M a y h e w  
f in d s  " L u s h in g  L o o "  s u f f e r i n g  a c u t e ly  f r o m  the p r e v i o u s  e v e n i n g ' s  
d r in k in g .  W hen he o f f e r s  to  b u y  h e r  a l i t t l e  s o m e t h in g  to  m a k e  
h e r  f e e l  b e t t e r ,  s h e  q u ic k ly  d r in k s  h e r s e l f  in to  a n o th e r  s tu p o r  
and  b e g in s  to  s p e c u l a t e  on th e  a m o u n t  of t im e  th a t  w i l l  e l a p s e  
b e f o r e  sh e  f a l l s  v i c t i m  to  th e  D. T. 's (224 ) .
In f i c t i o n  th e  c r u d e n e s s  and v u l g a r i t y  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  a r e  
f r e q u e n t ly  n o te d .  In M r s .  N o r t o n 's  L o s t  and S a v e d  (1863),
B e a t r i c e  B r o o k e  r u s h e s  f r o m  h e r  h o m e  to  g e t  m e d ic i n e  fo r  h e r
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s i c k  c h i ld  but i s  d e ta in e d  b y  a g r o u p  o f  n g a i l y - d r e s s e d M and d ru n k  
p r o s t i t u t e s .  W hen  one  o f  th e  w h o r e s  r e c o g n i z e s  th e  a n g u is h e d  
m o t h e r ' s  d i s t r a c t i o n ,  s h e  a t t e m p t s  to  e x t r i c a t e  h e r  f r o m  th e  
c r o w d .  H e r  e f f o r t s  a r e  r e w a r d e d  w ith  a b lo w  on the h ea d  f r o m  
th e  f i s t  o f  a n o th e r  p r o s t i t u t e .  W h en  the g i r l  r e t u r n s  th e  p u n c h ,  
a  fu l l  s c a l e  s t r e e t  f ig h t  e r u p t s . 10 A s  the p h y s i c i a n  in  W a r r e n ' s  
P a s s a g e s  a p p r o a c h e s  th e  b r o t h e l  he h a s  b e e n  s u m m o n e d  to ,  he  
s e e s  " s l a t t e r n l y  h a l f - d r e s s e d  f i g u r e s  of y o u n g  w o m e n ,  c l u s t e r i n g  
ab ou t th e  o p e n e d  d o o r s  o f  e v e r y  h o u s e  in  th e  c o u r t ,  and la u g h in g  
l o u d ly  a s  t h e y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s h o u te d  to  one a n o th e r  a c r o s s  th e  
c o u r t"  (2 8 0 ) .  T h is  k in d  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  s ta n d a r d  in  a n y  d e ­
p i c t i o n  o f  b r o t h e l s  o r  a r e a s  w h e r e  w h o r e s  c o n g r e g a t e .  T hat i t  
i s  f a c t u a l ,  a s  w e l l  a p r o d u c t  of th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  im a g i n a t i o n ,  i s  
a t t e s t e d  to  b y  a v e r y  s i m i l a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  c a s u a l  c r u d e n e s s  
n o te d  b y  the  y o u th fu l  S te p h e n  D a e d a lu s  r o a m in g  th r o u g h  the  b r o t h e l  
a r e a  o f  D u b lin .  11
T he v u lg a r i t y  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  f i c t i o n  i s  
s i m p l y  m a r v e l o u s .  In "T he L ie u t e n a n t ' s  D a u g h te r "  (1847),
1 0 (L on d on , 1863),  p .  2 6 4 .
^ J a m e s  J o y c e ,  A  P o r t r a i t  o f  the  A r t i s t  a s  a Y oun g  M an  
(N ew  Y o rk ,  1956),  p . 102.
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C a t h e r in e  G r a y  s p i e s  th e  m a n  w h o  o r i g i n a l l y  s e d u c e d  h e r  in  a
lo w  t a v e r n  w i th  a gau d y  p r o s t i t u t e  on  h is  la p .  W hen C a th e r in e
a p p e a l s  to  the m a n  fo r  h e lp ,  he s h o v e s  h e r  a w a y  w h i le  th e
p r o s t i t u t e  la u g h s  g l e e f u l l y  to  s e e  th e  m i s e r a b l e  g i r l  s o  i l l -
t r e a t e d  th a t  s h e  p a s s e s  o u t . 12 The p h y s i c i a n  in  P a s s a g e s  m e e t s
a t th e  b r o t h e l  a p r o s t i t u t e  y e l l in g  th a t  sh e  i s  in n o c e n t  o f  th e
r o b b e r y  sh e  h a s  b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f  b y  h e r  c u s t o m e r .  W ith  " her
d r e s s  a l m o s t  t o r n  o f f  h e r  s h o u l d e r s ,  and h e r  h a ir  h a n g in g  l o o s e l y
a l l  a b o u t  h e r  h e a d  and n e c k ,  and a l m o s t  c o v e r in g  h e r  f a c e ,  " s h e
s c r e a m s  v i o l e n t l y  th a t  th e  m a n  i s  a l i a r "  (2 9 0 ) .  In A l f r e d
B u t l e r ' s  w i t t y  E lp h in s to n e  (1841), th e  c o u n t r y - b r e d  A m e l i a
W i l l i a m s  i s  s h o c k e d  a t  the  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  w o m e n  w ho  a c c o m p a n y
h e r  p r o t e c t o r ' s  f r i e n d s  to  a p a r ty .  T h e y  d r e s s  i m m o d e s t l y  and
13u s e  la n g u a g e  th a t  i s  "a m ix t u r e  o f  o a th s  and c a n t .  " A t  th e  p a r t y  
t h e y  a t te n d ,  A m e l i a  i s  a p p a l le d  w h e n  e v e r y  " lady" p r e s e n t  d r in k s  
to o  m u c h  and i s  s o o n  " s e a te d  on  a g e n t l e m a n ' s  k n e e ,  and h e r  n e c k  
e n c i r c l e d  b y  h is  a r m "  (171). S oon  a f t e r  "one o f  th e  l a d i e s  v o l u n ­
t e e r e d  a d a n c e  u p on  th e  ta b le ;  an  e x e r c i s e  n o t  a d a p te d  o r  in t e n d e d
l^ Z e t a  (P s e u d ,  f o r  J a m e s  A n th o n y  F r o u d e ) ,  S h a d o w s  o f  
th e  C lo u d s  (L on d on , 1847), pp. 2 5 0 -2 5 1 .
^ ( L o n d o n ,  1841), II, 1 6 9 -1 7 0 .  A l l  c i t a t io n s  a r e  f r o m  V o l.  II.
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to  h id e  the c h a r m s  w ith  w h ic h  n a tu r e  h a d  b l e s s e d  h e r  . . . "  (172). 
W hen h e r  p r o t e c t o r  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a v e s  A m e l i a  s t r a n d e d  in  t h e i r  
h o t e l  r o o m  (a c tu a l ly  a b r o t h e l ) ,  th e  fa t ,  e v i l - l o o k i n g  " la n d la d y "  
d e m a n d s  A m e l i a ' s  r e n t .  T he g i r l  p r o t e s t s  th a t  s h e  h a s  no  m o n e y ,  
but th e  w o m a n  s c o r n f u l l y  r e p l i e s ,  "Oh! I d a r e  s a y  y o u  d o n 't  w a n t  
m e  to  t e l l  y o u  h ow  [ to  g e t  s o m e ] ;  w ith  s u c h  a p r e t t y  f a c e  a s  y o u r s ,  
y o u 'v e  no  n e e d  to  w a n t  m o n e y "  (194). T h e  b a w d  e v e n t u a l l y  s e l l s  
th e  g i r l  to  a  d r u n k e n  s o l d i e r ,  and w h i le  he  v i o l e n t l y  r a p e s  
A m e l i a ,  th e  la n d la d y  s ta n d s  in  th e  d o o r w a y  c h u c k l in g  (198). A  
f in a l  e x a m p le  of th e  c r u d i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  
R h o d a  S o m e r s e t  in  C h a r le s  R e a d e ' s  A  T e r r i b l e  T e m p t a t io n  (1861). 
M o d e le d  a f t e r  S k i t t l e s ,  th e  r e i g n in g  q u e a n  o f  L o n d o n 's  d e m im o n d e  
in  th e  1 8 6 0 's ,  R h o d a  e v e n  r e p e a t s  on e  o f  S k i t t l e s 1 c l a s s i c  r e ­
m a r k s :  " L u c k y  fo r  y o u  b e g g a r s  th a t  I ’m  a la d y ,  o r  I'd b r e a k
e v e r y  d - - d  w in d o w  in  the h o u s e .  B a s e d  on  f a c t ,  R h o d a  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  w h a t  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  c o n c e i v e d  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  
to  be l i k e .
T h e y  s a w  a s  a n o th e r  d i s t in g u i s h in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the  
p r o s t i t u t e  a  p e r v e r t e d  h i e r a r c h y  o f  v a l u e s .  S p ir i t u a l  th in g s  th a t
■^T he W o r k s  o f  C h a r le s  R e a d e : A  N e w  E d i t io n  in  N in e  
V o l u m e s , VIII (N ew  Y o rk ,  n. d. ), 10. _
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s h o u ld  b e  im p o r t a n t  w e r e  ig n o r e d  o r  d e s p i s e d  b y  th e  w h o r e  w h i le  
h e r  p o s i t i v e  v a lu e s  w e r e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and  p h y s i c a l .  T h is  w a s  
d e r i v e d  f r o m  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  w h o r e  o b v i o u s l y  v a lu e d  m o n e y  
and lu x u r y  m o r e  th a n  s h e  d id  v i r t u e .
In h is  im p o r ta n t  e s s a y  on  " P r o s t i t u t io n "  (1850), W. R . G r e g  
c o n d e m n s  t h o s e  " for  w h o m  no p l e a s  c a n  be o f f e r e d - - w h o  v o lu n ­
t a r i l y  and d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e l l  t h e m s e l v e s  to  s h a m e ,  and b a r t e r ,  in  
a c o ld  s p i r i t  o f  b a r g a in ,  c h a s t i t y  and r e p u ta t io n  f o r  c a r r i a g e s ,  
j e w e l s ,  and a lu x u r io u s  t a b l e .  A n  a n o n y m o u s  w r i t e r  f o r  T a i t ' s  
E d in b u r g h  M a g a z in e  a l s o  s e e s  " e x t r a v a g a n c e "  as  a m a j o r  r e a s o n  
fo r  w o m e n  b e c o m in g  p r o s t i t u t e s .  T h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d ,  h e  s a y s ,
1 (d"to d i s p l a y  f in e r y ,  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  w o r k .  " One o f  the  
a t r o c i t i e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  in  th e  s m a l l n e s s  o f  th e  a m o u n t  of  
m o n e y  in v o lv e d .  A c c o r d i n g  to  D r .  A c to n ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  o f  
A ld e r s h o t ,  a m i l i t a r y  to w n , r e c e i v e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h a l f  a  c r o w n ,
"but the u s u a l  h o n o r a r iu m  i s  I s .  F o r  th is  p o o r  p a y ,  t h e s e  w r e t c h e d  
w o m e n  a r e  c o n te n t  to  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  p e r s o n s "  (5 7 ) .  A c t o n  i s  
c l e a r l y  a m a z e d  a t  th e  v a lu e  t h e s e  w h o r e s  p la c e  u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s ,
^ W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w , LIII (J u ly  1850), 4 5 8 .
^ " T h e  D o m e s t i c  S la v e  T r a d e , "  T a i t ' s  E d in b u r g h  M a g a z in e ,  
X X V II  (M ay I8 6 0 ) ,  2 5 7 .
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a m a z e d  at th e  l i t t l e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  fo r  w h ic h  t h e y  c o n s e n t  to  
s e l l  t h e m s e l v e s .  T he s m a l l  f ig u r e  s u g g e s t s  a  m o n s t r o u s  
a v a r i c i o u s n e s s ,  and the  t e s t i m o n y  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  d o e s  n o th in g  
to  d i s p e l  th i s  id e a .  One w o m a n  f r e e l y  and  u n a b a s h e d ly  c o n f e s s e s  
to  M a y h e w  th a t  a l th o u g h  s h e  h o ld s  d ow n  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  jo b ,  s h e  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e s o r t s  to  p r o s t i t u t io n :  "I a m  e x t r a v a g a n t ,  and
s p e n d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m o n e y  in  e a t in g  and d r in k in g ,  m o r e  th a n  
y o u  w o u ld  i m a g i n e .  . . .  I h a v e  th e  m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  t h in g s  s o m e ­
t i m e s ,  and w h e n  I c a n ,  I l i v e  in  a s u m p tu o u s  m a n n e r "  (2 5 5 ) .  In 
an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l e t t e r  to  th e  e d i t o r  o f  T h e  T i m e s , " A n o th e r  
U n fo r tu n a te ,  " a s e l f - c o n f e s s e d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  b r a g s  a b o u t  the  g a in s  
h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in .  W ith  s o m e  o f  th e  m o n e y  s h e  h a s  
m a d e ,  s a y s  th e  g i r l ,  sh e  p r o v id e d  fo r  h e r  p a r e n t s '  o ld  a g e ,  
b r ib e d  an  o f f i c i a l  to  k e e p  h e r  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  f r o m  b e in g  c o n v ic t e d  
o f  a  r o b b e r y  h e  c o m m it t e d ,  b o u g h t  a n o th e r  b r o t h e r ,  to o  l a z y  to
w o r k ,  a p o s i t i o n  on the  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  and g o t  h e r  s i s t e r s  s t a r t e d
17in  h e r  ow n  p r o f i t a b le  p r o f e s s i o n .  H e r  ow n  r e w a r d  h a s  b e e n  an  
e a s y  l i f e  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t .  In s p i t e  o f  
th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  s h e  e a r n s  h e r  m o n e y ,  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "
17 F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1858 , p. 12. B e c a u s e  it  a p p e a r s  o n  but a 
s i n g l e  p a g e  o f  the n e w s p a p e r ,  s u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h i s  lo n g  
and  im p o r t a n t  l e t t e r  w i l l  be  l e f t  u n n o te d .
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b r a g s  th a t
I go to  a l l  p l a c e s  o f  p u b l ic  a m u s e m e n t ,  b e h a v in g  m y s e l f  
w ith  as m u c h  p r o p r i e t y  a s  s o c i e t y  c a n  e x a c t .  I p a y  
b u s i n e s s  v i s i t s  to  m y  t r a d e s p e o p l e ,  and m o s t  f a s h i o n a b l e  
o f  the W e s t - e n d .  M y  m i l l i n e r s ,  m y  s i l k  m e r c e r s ,  m y  
b o o t m a k e r s  k n o w , a l l  o f  t h e m ,  w ho  I a m  and h o w  I l i v e ,  
and t h e y  s o l i c i t  m y  p a tr o n a g e  a s  e a r n e s t l y  and c r i n g i n g l y  
a s  i f  I w e r e  m a d a m ,  th e  la d y  o f  the r ig h t  r e v .  p a t r o n  o f  
th e  S o c ie t y  fo r  th e  S u p p r e s s i o n  o f  V ic e .
F o r  " A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te "  th e  g a in s  c l e a r l y  o u t w e ig h  th e  l o s s .
In f i c t io n ,  to o ,  a v a r i c i o u s n e s s  i s  a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  o f  m a n y  p r o s t i t u t e s .  In G e o r g e  M o o r e ' s  A  M u m m e r ' s  W ife  
(1895), K ate  E d e ' s  f r i e n d s ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  a l l ,  t r y  to  c o n v in c e  h e r  
o f  the  m a t e r i a l  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .  T he m o n e y  s h e  w o u ld  
m a k e ,  c o m b in e d  w it h  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  a l lo w a n c e  to  h e r ,  t h e y  s a y ,  
w o u ld  m a k e  K ate  " b e t te r  o f f  th a n  a n y  o f  u s .  " F o r  j u s t  a f e w  
d r in k s ,  K a te ,  an a l c o h o l i c ,  d o e s  f i n a l l y  ta k e  t h e i r  a d v i c e . ^  In 
M i s s  S k e n e 's  H id d en  D e p t h s , a l l  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  M o t h e r  D o r r e l l ' s  
h o u s e  h u r r i e d l y  l e a v e  fo r  A ld e r s h o t  w h e n  t h e y  l e a r n  th a t  r e c e n t l y  
p a id  t r o o p s  a r e  r e tu r n in g  to  th a t  g a r r i s o n  to w n  (II, 145).  
C h r y s o s t o m o s  H o lto n ,  the  T o m - J o n e s - l i k e  fo u n d l in g  w h o s e  
f o l l i e s  a r e  d e p ic t e d  in  E lp h i n s t o n e , l e a r n s  v e r y  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s
^ T h e  C o l l e c t e d  W o rk s  o f  G e o r g e  M o o r e  (T h e  C a r r a  E d it io n )  
(N e w  Y o r k ,  1922),  II, 4 1 9 -4 2 0 .
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a r r i v a l  in  L o n d o n  o f  the g i v e - a n d - t a k e  s y s t e m  th a t  g o v e r n s  th e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  y o u n g  m e n  and th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  w ho  a c c o m p a n y  
t h e m  to th e  n ig h t ly  b a c c h a n a ls :
t h e y  w e r e  in f in i t e ly  b e t t e r  th a n  w i v e s  . . . .  In f a c t ,  
th e  y o u n g  l a d i e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  i t  t h e i r  d u ty  to  m a k e  the  
g e n t l e m e n  a s  c o m f o r t a b le  a s  p o s s i b l e  in  r e t u r n  f o r  th e  
l i b e r a l  t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g ,  w e r e  s o  p o l i t e  
and k in d , and m e r r y ,  and w i l l i n g  to  j o in  in  a n y th in g  and  
e v e r y  th in g  p r o m i s i n g  a m u s e m e n t ,  th a t  M r .  H o lto n  w a s  
e n t i r e l y  d e l ig h t e d  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  f i r s t  a c c e p t a n c e  
o f  an in v i t a t io n  to  j o in  t h e m .  (90)
In H e n r y  G la d w y n  J e b b 's  Out o f  the  D e p th s  (1859), M a r y  S m it h
l e a r n s  m u c h  th e  s a m e  l e s s o n  th a t  M r .  H o l to n  d o e s  but f r o m  the
f e m a l e ' s  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  fo r  h e r  r o o m m a t e s ,  K ate  and L i z z y ,
h a v e  jo b s  to  p r o v id e  t h e m  w ith  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  b u t  w ith  no g r e a t
q u a lm s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  t h e y  ta k e  to  the s t r e e t s  in  o r d e r  to  be " ab le
to  b u y  f i n e r y  w h ic h  d id  n o t  c o m e  ou t  o f  th e  s a v in g s  o f  o u r  t r a d e .
In W ilk ie  C o l l i n s '  A r m a d a le  (1866), M a r i a  O ld e r s h a w ,  a b a w d ,
f u n c t io n s  o n ly  as an a d v i s o r  to  L y d ia  G w il t  in  the  l a t t e r ' s  s c h e m e
? nto  m a k e  a w e a l t h y  m a r r i a g e  f o r  h e r s e l f .
A  f in e  e x a m p le  o f  a c h a r a c t e r  w h o s e  o n ly  v a lu e s  a r e  m o n e y  
and th e  th in g s  m o n e y  c a n  b u y  i s  B e s s i e ,  the  p r o s t i t u t e  o f  K ip l in g 's
1 9 (N e w  Y o r k ,  I 8 6 0 ) ,  p . 94 .  
2 0 (N e w  Y o r k ,  n. d. ), p a s s i m .
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T he L ig h t  T h a t  F a i l e d  (1891). D ic k  H e ld a r ,  c o n t e m p la t in g  m a k in g  
th e  g i r l  h is  " h o u s e k e e p e r ,  " a c k n o w l e d g e s  h e r  g r e e d :  "T he g i r l
c a n ' t  c a r e  [ f o r  m e ] ,  . . . but i f  m o n e y  c a n  bu y  h e r  to  lo o k  a f t e r  
m e ,  s h e  s h a l l  be b o u g h t .  " ^  S he c a n  b e .  W hen  the p r o p o s a l  i s  
p u t to  h e r ,  B e s s i e  k n o w s  th a t  th e  " d r e s s e s  and th e  p r e t t y  c l o t h e s  
w e r e  a l m o s t  w ith in  h e r  r e a c h  n ow "  (2 8 5 ) .  W hen  D ic k  r e c o n s i d e r s  
and w ith d r a w s  h is  o f f e r ,  B e s s i e  e v a l u a t e s  h e r  l o s s  e n t i r e l y  in  
t e r m s  o f  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s  and c r i e s  o v e r  l o s i n g  "the m o n e y ,  the  
b l e s s e d  i d l e n e s s  and th e  p r e t t y  t h in g s ,  th e  c o m p a n io n s h ip ,  and  
th e  c h a n c e  o f  lo o k in g  o u tw a r d ly  a s  r e s p e c t a b l e  as a r e a l  la d y "  (2 9 3 ) .  
In h e r  v a lu e s  B e s s i e  i s  y e t  a n o th e r  w h i t e d  s e p u l c h r e .
O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  the  n o v e l i s t  d e p ic t e d  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  a v a r i c e  
a s  a l l - c o n s u m i n g .  N ot j u s t  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  but h e r  w h o le  l i f e  w a s  
d e v o te d  s o l e l y  to  m a k in g  m o n e y  at th e  e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r s .  In H id d e n  
D e p t h s , f o r  e x a m p l e ,  M o th e r  D o r r e l l ' s  a v a r i c e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  
th e  in f o r m a t io n  s h e  s e l l s  to  E r n e s t i n e  C o u r te n a y  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  
w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  a w a y w a r d  g i r l .  T h e p e r n i c i o u s  b a w d  h a s  a b s o ­
l u t e l y  no  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  m a t t e r ,  b u t  a l m o s t  a s  a  p o in t  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  h o n o r ,  sh e  g o e s  to  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  to  g e t  m o n e y  f r o m  
E r n e s t i n e  in  r e t u r n  fo r  f a l s e  in f o r m a t io n .  In W a r r e n ' s  P a s s a g e s
^ T he W r it in g s  in  P r o s e  and V e r s e  o f  R u d y a rd  K ip l in g  
(N ew  Y o r k ,  1898),  IX, 2 8 3 .
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F r o m  th e  D ia r y  o f  a L a te  P h y s i c i a n , a v a r i c i o u s n e s s  i s  s e e n  in  
th e  p lo t  o f  th e  b aw d  and th e  b u l ly  to  r o b  a s i c k  p r o s t i t u t e  o f  h e r  
p u r s e .  W hen a n o th e r  p r o s t i t u t e  r e m i n d s  " m o t h e r 1' th a t  the g i r l  
i s  d y in g ,  th e  " h a te fu l  h a r r i d a n  w ho  o w n e d  th e  h o u s e "  r e p l i e s ,  " W e ll ,  
s lu t ,  . . . and w h a t  i f  s h e  i s ?  T h e n  th e  l o s s  o f  a f e w  p o u n d s  c a n ' t  
s ig n i f y "  (302) .
M i s s  A r th u r ,  th e  b aw d  in  F r o u d e ' s  "T he L ie u t e n a n t ' s  
D a u g h te r ,  " i s  r e v e a l e d  to  be a w o m a n  w h o s e  o n ly  v a lu e  i s  m o n e y  
and w h o  e v e n  j u s t i f i e s  h e r  g r e e d .  T h e k e e p e r  o f  a b o r d e l l o  w h ic h  
s p e c i a l i z e s  in  p r o v id in g  v i r g in s  o r  n e a r - v i r g i n s  to  r i c h  and  
d i s s i p a t e d  y o u n g  m e n ,  s h e  d e fe n d s  h e r s e l f  a g a in s t  th e  c h a r g e  
l e v i e d  b y  a  r e g u l a r  c u s t o m e r  th a t  sh e  is  in h u m a n e ,  but h e r  d e f e n s e  
s h o w s  o n ly  th a t  s h e  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  v a lu in g  a n y th in g  but m o n e y :
W e a r e  v e r y  k in d  to  o u r  y o u n g  l a d i e s ,  and i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  
l a s t  v e r y  lo n g ,  i t  i s  m e r r y  e n o u g h  w h i le  i t  d o e s .  Y ou  
k e e p  y o u r  p e o p le  to  w o r k  fo r  y o u  a s  lo n g  as t h e y  a r e  o f  
a n y  u s e  to y o u ,  and w h e n  t h e y  c a n  do no m o r e  y o u  tu r n  
t h e m  off ,  d o n 't  y o u ?  E v e r y b o d y  d o e s .  Ma-ke w h a t  w e  
c a n  out o f  one  a n o th e r ,  th a t ' s  th e  w a y  w ith  e v e r y t h i n g  
. . . . E a t  one a n o th e r  i f  y o u  l ik e  i t ,  l ik e  th e  b e a s t s  do . . . .
I f  o u r  g i r l s  a r e  s h a r p ,  t h e y  c a n  do v e r y  w e l l .  C o r o n e t s  
h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  ou t o f  o u r  h o u s e .  . . . H o w e v e r ,  m o s t  
t i m e s  w e  a r e  o n ly  th e  f r i e n d s  o f  th e  f r i e n d l e s s .  Y ou  g o o d  
g e n t l e m e n  p ic k  th e  f l o w e r s ,  and w h e n  y o u  h a v e  had  a s  m u c h  
o f  the s w e e t  a s  y o u  w a n t ,  y o u  f l in g  t h e m  a w a y  in  th e  road :  
w e  o n ly  p ic k  t h e m  up  and put t h e m  in  w a t e r .  ( 2 3 2 - 2 3 3 )
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L e s t  t h e r e  be a n y  d a n g e r  o f  h is  r e a d e r s  r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  b a w d 's  
d e f e n s e ,  F r o u d e  a l l o w s  th e  w o m a n  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  p r e c i s e l y  h ow  
h e r  c h a r i t y  w o r k s  fo r  "the f r i e n d l e s s . "  She s e l l s  C a t h e r in e  G r a y  
to  a d i s s i p a t e d  n o b le m a n  fo r  tw o  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  s o  th a t  h e  c a n  
d r u g  and r a p e  h e r .  M i s s  A r th u r  i s  a  m in o r  c h a r a c t e r  in  "T he  
L ie u t e n a n t ' s  D a u g h te r ,  " bu t in  h e r  b r i e f  a p p e a r a n c e  s h e  r e p r e ­
s e n t s  th e  c a l l o u s  a v a r i c i o u s n e s s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  m o r e  f u l ly  th a n  
d o e s  e v e n  B e c k y  S h a r p ,
T o th e  s o b e r  m in d e d  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  a l l  p l e a s u r e  w a s  s u s p e c t ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  f i t t in g  th a t  h e d o n i s t i c  p l e a s u r e  c a m e  to  b e  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  w h o r e ,  and  a g a in  
E v a n g e l i c a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  a c c o r d  w ith  a c t u a l  f a c t .  T h e  m o s t  
im p o r t a n t  and th e  m o s t  c o n d e m n in g  a s p e c t  o f  the  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  
p l e a s u r e  w a s  s e x u a l .  S o  e n s l a v e d  b y  a  m o n s t r o u s  and b e s t i a l  
lu s t  w a s  s h e ,  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d ,  th a t  s h e  c h o s e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  a s  a  
m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  to  g r a t i f y  th i s  l u s t .  T h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  th e  
a c c o m p a n y in g  p l e a s u r e s  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  s in ,  th e  e a s e ,  th e  d r in k ,  
and th e  c r u d e  j o k e s  th a t  o n ly  an a b a n d o n e d  c r e a t u r e  w o u ld  l i s t e n  to .
L o v e  o f  e a s e  w a s  a  w i d e l y  n o te d  r e a s o n  fo r  g i r l s  tu r n in g  to  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  G ir l s  o f t e n  b e c a m e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  i t  
w a s  a s s u m e d ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  to o  l a z y  to  w o r k  h a r d  
f o r  h o n e s t  m o n e y .  T h is  k in d  o f  a s s u m p t i o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  the
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f a c t  th a t  M a y h e w  t r e a t s  p r o s t i t u t e s  and t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  in  a
s e c t i o n  o f  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  e n t i t l e d  " T h o s e  T h a t  W il l  N o t  W o rk .  "
If s u c h  an  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d s  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  b o th  n a iv e  and c r u e l ,
M a y h e w  h a d  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  b a s i s  f o r  s u c h  an  o p in io n ,  f o r  s e v e r a l
w o m e n  h e  i n t e r v i e w e d  u n a s h a m e d l y  c l a i m e d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  j u s t
to o  l a z y  to  w o r k  fo r  a l i v i n g .  One g i r l  b e c a m e  a p r o s t i t u t e
s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  "I w i s h e d  to  e s c a p e  f r o m  th e  d r u d g e r y  o f  m y
f a t h e r ' s  sh o p "  (216). A nd " C h o u s in g  B e t t"  t e l l s  M a y h e w  th a t  s h e
b e c a m e  a s o l d i e r ' s  w o m a n  b e c a u s e  p r o s t i t u t io n  o f f e r e d  h e r  a  w a y
to  r i s e  in  th e  w o r ld  w ith o u t  w o r k in g  (2 2 3 ) .  M a y h e w 's  f in d in g s  a r e
c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o m m e n t a t o r s .  A c c o r d in g  to  th e
? ?w r i t e r  fo r  T a i t ' s , a  m a j o r  c a u s e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  " in d o le n c e .
D r .  A c to n  s a y s  th e  s u p p ly  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  r e m a i n s  g r e a t  p a r t ly  
b e c a u s e  o f  the  p r e f e r m e n t  o f  " in d o le n t  e a s e  to  la b o u r "  (118), and  
in  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  o f  th e  m e l o d r a m a t i c  s t a g e  f r o m  
th e  r e a l  p r o s t i t u t e ,  the  S a t u r d a y  R e v i e w  s e e s  th e  s a m e  s e t  o f  
v a lu e s  a s  d o e s  A cto n :
T h e  T r a v i a t a  o f  L o n d o n  l i f e ,  and o f  f a c t ,  i s  a  y o u n g  p e r s o n  
o f  v u lg a r  b ir t h  and  s t i l l  m o r e  v u lg a r  s o u l  w h o  p r o b a b ly  
n e v e r  l o s t  h e r  v i r t u e ,  b e c a u s e  in  th e  t r u e  s e n s e  s h e  n e v e r
2 2 "T he D o m e s t i c  S la v e  T r a d e ,  " p. 2 5 7 .
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p o s s e s s e d  any; bu t w h o  o f  m a l i c e  a fo r e th o u g h t ,  and w ith  a  
f u l l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  b e t t e r  h e r s e l f ,  w e n t  u p on  the  to w n  
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a p l e a s a n t e r  and e a s i e r  l i f e  th a n  h o n e s t  
s e r v i c e  and r e s p e c t a b l e  la b o u r .  °
It i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  to  s e p a r a t e  l a z i n e s s  a s  a c a u s e  f r o m  
m o n e y  a s  a v a lu e .  B e s s i e ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  in  T h e  L ig h t  T h a t  F a i l e d , 
i s  a m a t e r i a l i s t ,  b u t  s h e  a l s o  lo o k s  f o r w a r d  to  th e  s lo t h f u l  l i f e  
s h e  w i l l  be a b le  to  l e a d  a s  D ic k  H e ld a r ' s  m i s t r e s s .  E q u a l ly  i m ­
p o s s i b l e  to  s e p a r a t e  a r e  c r u d e n e s s  a s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
and  h e d o n i s m  as  a w a y  o f  l i f e ,  fo r  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p l e a s u r e  i s  
in v a r i a b l y  v u lg a r .  T h is  i s  s i m p l y  th e  c a s e  in  fa c t ;  p r o s t i t u t i o n ' s  
p l e a s u r e s  a r e  v u lg a r ,  but th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s '  in tu i t iv e  p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  p r o b a b ly  due to  t h e i r  u n c e r t a in t y  a b o u t  th e  
w h o le  s u b j e c t  o f  s e x .  A w a r e  o f  p l e a s u r e  in  s e x ,  t h e y  w e r e  in c l i n e d  
to  c o n d e m n  a n y th in g  p l e a s u r a b l e ,  and t h e i r  d i s g u s t  fo r  th e  p r o s t i ­
tu te  i n c l i n e d  t h e m  to  s e e  h e r  a s  a l i v i n g  p l e a s u r e  t h e r m o m e t e r  
d e s p e r a t e l y  s e e k i n g  fo r b id d e n  p l e a s u r e  in  w h ic h  the  g r e a t e r  th e  
t a b o o ,  th e  g r e a t e r  th e  p l e a s u r e .  D r .  A c to n 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  
m u s i c  r o o m  b e h in d  a pub s u g g e s t s  s o m e t h in g  o f  t h i s  h e d o n i s m ,  fo r  
h e  w i t n e s s e s  t h e r e
^ X X  (A u g u s t  19, 1865 ) ,  q u o ted  in  M e r l e  M o w b r a y  B e v in g to n ,  
T h e  S a tu r d a y  R e v i e w , 1 8 5 5 - 1 8 6 8 : R e p r e  s e n t a t iv e  E d u c a t e d  O p in io n  
in  V ic t o r i a n  E n g la n d  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1941), p .  109.
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th e  v i c i o u s  and th e  p r o f l i g a t e  s i s t e r h o o d  f la u n t in g  i t  [ s i c ]  
g a i l y ,  o r  ' f i r s t  r a t e ' ,  in  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e - - a c c e p t i n g  a l l  
th e  a t t e n t io n s  o f  m e n ,  f r e e l y  p l ie d  w ith  l iq u o r ,  s i t t i n g  
in  th e  b e s t  p l a c e s ,  d r e s s e d  fa r  a b o v e  t h e i r  s t a t io n ,  w ith  
p le n t y  o f  m o n e y  to  s p e n d ,  and d e n y in g  t h e m s e l v e s  no  
a m u s e m e n t  o r  e n j o y m e n t ,  e n c u m b e r e d  w ith  no d o m e s t i c  
t i e s ,  and b u r d e n e d  w i t h  no c h i l d r e n .  ( 5 4 - 5 5 )
M a y h e w  e x p r e s s e s  h i s  a m a z e m e n t  at a  s y p h i l i t i c  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o  
"had o b ta in e d  th e  s o u b r iq u e t  o f  'h o s p i t a l '  a s  s h e  w a s  s o  f r e q u e n t ly  
an  in m a t e  o f  o n e"  w ho  " o n ly  y e s t e r d a y  h ad  tw o  b u b o e s  la n c e d ;  and  
y e t  s h e  w a s  p r e s e n t  at [a ]  s c e n e  o f  a p p a r e n t  f e s t i v i t y "  (2 3 4 ) .  T h is  
" s c e n e  o f  a p p a r e n t  f e s t i v i t y "  i s  a n o th e r  m u s i c  h a l l ,  and s e e m i n g l y  
th e  m u s i c  h a l l s  and n ig h t  h o u s e s ,  p l a c e s  s u c h  a s  th e  r e n o w n e d  and  
in f a m o u s  K ate  H a m i l t o n ' s ,  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  to  n o  s m a l l  e x t e n t  fo r  
t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  w ith  b a c c h a n a l ia n  p l e a s u r e .
In f i c t i o n ,  to o ,  th e  n ig h t ly  o r g y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m u s i c ,  la u g h t e r ,  
d r in k ,  and , a f t e r  th e  c h a p t e r  e n d e d ,  s e x  w a s  f r e q u e n t ly  d e s c r i b e d .  
In H a r r i s o n  A in s w o r t h ' s  J a c k  S h e p p a r d  (1839), fo r  e x a m p l e ,  
E d g e w o r t h  B e s s  and P o l l  M a g g o t  s h a r e  the  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  t i t l e  
c h a r a c t e r  a t  a f e a s t  in t e r r u p t e d  b y  J a c k ' s  m o t h e r .  T h is  la d y  i s  
s h o c k e d  to  f in d  h e r  s o n  d ru n k  and " r e c e i v i n g  and r e t u r n in g ,  o r  
r a t h e r  a t t e m p t in g  to  r e t u r n  . . . the  b la n d i s h m e n t s  o f  a c o u p le  o f  
f e m a l e s ,  one  o f  w h o m  h a d  p a s s e d  h e r  a r m  rou n d  h is  n e c k ,  w h i le  
th e  o th e r  l e a n e d  o v e r  th e  b a c k  o f  h i s  c h a ir ,  and a p p e a r e d  f r o m  h e r
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g e s t u r e s  to  b e  w h i s p e r i n g  s o f t  n o n s e n s e  in to  h i s  e a r .  W hen
M r s .  S h e p p a r d  t r i e s  to  e x t r i c a t e  h e r  s o n  f r o m  t h e s e  e v i l  f e m a l e s ,  
P o l l  M a g g o t ,  " n e a r ly  s i x  f e e t  h ig h ,  and c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  p r o p o r ­
t io n e d ,  o . o a  m o d e l  o f  s y m m e t r y  . . . w i t h  th e  f r a m e  o f  a  
T h a l e s t r i s  or  a  T r u l l a ,  th e  r e g u l a r  l i n e a m e n t s  o f  th e  M e d i c e a n  
V e n u s "  (XIII, 211), l i f t s  th e  b o y  a b o v e  h e r  h e a d  and o r d e r s  M r s .  
S h e p p a r d  to  l e a v e  s o  th a t  the  g r o u p  m ig h t  r e s u m e  i t s  p a r t y in g .
In E lp h in s t o n e  M r .  H o l to n 's  d e g e n e r a t i o n  b e g i n s  w h e n  h e  a t te n d s  
h i s  f i r s t  d r in k in g  p a r t y  a t  w h ic h  " e v e r y  J a c k  h a d  h i s  J i l l ,  and  
j o l l i t y  w a s  th e  o r d e r  o f  th e  n ig h t"  (81). A s  w e h a v e  s e e n  (a b o v e ,  
p . 4 4 ) ,  th i s  " jo l l i ty "  c o n s i s t s  o f  r ib a ld r y ,  d r in k ,  d a n c in g  o n  the  
t a b l e s ,  and s e x .  In A u g u s tu s  M a y h e w 's  P a v e d  W ith G old  (1858),  
" four l o v e l y  V e n u s e s "  a r e  s p o t t e d  in  an  o p e n  c a r r i a g e  on  the  w a y  
to  th e  D e r b y .  T h e  " a n g e l ic  m a id e n s "  s p e n d  th e  d ay  f l i r t i n g  w ith  
a n y o n e  w i l l i n g  to  o f f e r  t h e m  c h a m p a g n e  and f in a l l y  go  h o m e  w ith  
th e  b e s t  lo o k in g  m e n .  L o o k in g  l ik e  " fa n c y  n u n s ,  " th e y  e n jo y  th e  
a t t e n t io n  l a v i s h e d  on  t h e m ,  and th e y  b r in g  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p l e a s u r e  
to  the d a n d ie s  o f  the  to w n .  ^  In M r s .  H o u s to u n 's  " R e c o m m e n d e d
h e  N o v e l s  o f  W i l l i a m  H a r r i s  on  A in s w o r t h  (P h i la d e lp h ia ,  
1902),  XIII, 211.
(London, 1858), p. 219.
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to  M e r c y " (1863), K a tie  R e i l l y  r e f u s e s  th e  o f f e r  o f  th e  h e r o i n e  
to  r e fo r m ,,  W h en  th e  l a t t e r  w a r n s  K a tie  th a t  s h e  c a n n o t  lo n g  
k e e p  up th e  w h ir lw in d  p a c e  o f  h e r  l i f e ,  th e  g i r l  r e p l i e s ,  " T im e
e n o u g h !  I a m  but t w e n t y - t w o - - f i v e  y e a r s  p e r h a p s  b e f o r e  m e - - a
?  f is h o r t  l i f e  and a m e r r y  o n e .  " A f in a l  a s p e c t  o f  b a c c h a n a l ia n
p l e a s u r e  in  w h ic h  th e  V ic t o r i a n  p r o s t i t u t e  in d u lg e d  w a s  g a m b l in g ,
and s h e  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  d e p ic t e d  a t  th e  t a b le s  a t  B a d e n - B a d e n .  In
T r o l l o p e ' s  C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r  (1864), to  c i t e  j u s t  one e x a m p l e ,
w h e n  L a d y  G le n c o r a  p l a c e s  a b e t  at th e  r o u le t t e  t a b le ,  s h e  i s
s t a r e d  a t  b y  " th o s e  h o r r i d  w o m e n  w ith  V e r m i l l io n  c h e e k s ,  and
lo u d  b o n n e t s  h a l f  o f f  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  and h a r d ,  s h a m e l e s s  e y e s ,
and w h i te  g l o v e s ,  w h ic h  w h e n  t a k e n  o f f  in  th e  a r d o u r  o f  th e  g a m e ,
? 7d i s c l o s e d  d i r t y  h a n d s .  " In c o l l e c t i n g  at t h e s e  t a b l e s ,  th e  w h o r e s  
w e r e  m e r e l y  f o l lo w in g  the  le a d  o f  C o r a  P e a r l ,  one o f  th e  h i g h -  
p r i c e d  w h o r e s  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e  w h o  lo v e d  to  g a m b le  and w ho
O O
f r e q u e n t ly  m a d e  h e r  b e d q u a r t e r s  a t  B a d e n - B a d e n .
T h e  l i f e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s  o f te n  d e p ic t e d  as  p l e a s u r a b le  
b u t  n o t  in  a n y  b a c c h a n a l ia n  w a y .  It s i m p l y  o f f e r e d  e a s e  and
2 6 (L o n d o n ,  1863),  p . 3 07 .
2 7 (N e w  Y o r k ,  1893), III, 2 2 0 -2 2 1 .
2 ^ C y r i l  P e a r l ,  T he G ir l  W ith  th e  S w a n s  d ow n  S e a t  (In d ia n a ­
p o l i s ,  1955 ) ,  p. 148.
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v a r i e t y ,  n e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  w e r e  a v a i la b le  to the V ic t o r ia n  h o u s e ­
w i f e  w h o  h ad  to  b e a r  and c a r e  f o r  a g r e a t  m a n y  ch ild r en ,,  T h is  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  " g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l"  i s  s e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  in  S a m u e l  
B u t l e r ' s  T h e  W ay o f  A l l  F l e s h  (1884), E r n e s t  P o n t i f e x ’s w ife  
E l l e n  r e j e c t s  h e r  i l l e g a l  m a r r i a g e  to  E r n e s t  in  fa v o r  o f  s e l e c t i v e  
p r o s t i t u t io n .  W hen  E r n e s t  t u r n s  h e r  out fo r  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  sh e  
i s  m o r e  th a n  w i l l in g  to  go b a c k  to  h e r  o ld  l i f e  in  o r d e r  to  e s c a p e  
th e  d r u d g e r y  and m o n o to n y  o f  m a r r i a g e :  "W hat u s  p o o r  g i r l s
w a n t s ,  " s h e  s a y s ,  " is  n o t  to  be ju m p e d  up  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  and  
m a d e  h o n e s t  w o m e n  of; t h i s  i s  t o o  m u c h  fo r  u s  and th r o w s  us o f f  
o u r  p e r c h ;  w h a t  w e w a n ts  i s  a r e g u l a r  f r ie n d  o r  tw o ,  w h o ' l l  l e t
u s  k e e p  f r o m  s t a r v in g ,  and f o r c e  u s  to  b e  good  fo r  a  b i t  t o g e t h e r
2 9n o w  and a g a in .  T h a t 's  ab ou t a s  m u c h  a s  w e c a n  s ta n d .  " In 
th e  s a m e  n o v e l ,  E r n e s t ' s  la n d la d y  M r s .  Jupp i s  to o  o ld  to  w o r k  
a c t i v e l y  in  th e  p r o f e s s i o n .  She la m e n t s  the  p a s s i n g  o f  h e r  y o u th  
and  t r i e s  to  r e c a p t u r e  y o u th fu l  p l e a s u r e  b y  ta k in g  d a n c in g  l e s s o n s .  
T h e  "old  s in n e r "  l e e r s  w ith  a n t ic ip a t io n  w h e n  sh e  a s k s  E r n e s t  i f  
h i s  n e w  b o o k  i s  a b o u t  lo v e  (3 7 0 -3 7 1 ) .  T h u s ,  in  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
w a y s ,  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  e q u a te d  w ith  the  l i f e  o f  p l e a s u r e .
^ ( L o n d o n ,  1961), pp. 323-324 .
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v a r i e t y ,  n e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  w e r e  a v a i la b le  to th e  V ic t o r ia n  h o u s e ­
w i f e  w h o  h ad  to  b e a r  and c a r e  f o r  a g r e a t  m a n y  c h i l d r e n .  T h is  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  " g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l"  i s  s e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  in  S a m u e l  
B u t l e r ' s  T h e  W ay o f  A l l  F l e s h  (1884). E r n e s t  P o n t i f e x ' s  w ife  
E l l e n  r e j e c t s  h e r  i l l e g a l  m a r r i a g e  to  E r n e s t  in  fa v o r  o f  s e l e c t i v e  
p r o s t i t u t io n .  W hen  E r n e s t  tu r n s  h e r  ou t  fo r  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  sh e  
i s  m o r e  th a n  w i l l i n g  to  go b a c k  to  h e r  o ld  l i f e  in  o r d e r  to  e s c a p e  
th e  d r u d g e r y  and m o n o t o n y  o f  m a r r i a g e :  "W hat u s  p o o r  g i r l s
w a n t s ,  " s h e  s a y s ,  " is  n o t  to  be ju m p e d  up  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  and  
m a d e  h o n e s t  w o m e n  of; t h i s  i s  t o o  m u c h  fo r  u s  and th r o w s  u s  o ff  
o u r  p e r c h ;  w h a t  w e  w a n ts  i s  a r e g u l a r  f r i e n d  o r  tw o ,  w h o ' l l  l e t
u s  k e e p  f r o m  s t a r v i n g ,  and f o r c e  u s  to  be  good  f o r  a b i t  t o g e t h e r
29n o w  and a g a in .  T h a t 's  ab ou t a s  m u c h  a s  w e c a n  s ta n d .  " 7 In 
th e  s a m e  n o v e l ,  E r n e s t ' s  la n d la d y  M r s .  Jupp i s  to o  o ld  to  w o r k  
a c t i v e l y  in  th e  p r o f e s s i o n .  S h e  l a m e n t s  th e  p a s s i n g  o f  h e r  y o u th  
and  t r i e s  to  r e c a p t u r e  y o u th fu l  p l e a s u r e  b y  ta k in g  d a n c in g  l e s s o n s .  
T h e  "old s in n e r "  l e e r s  w ith  a n t ic ip a t io n  w h e n  s h e  a s k s  E r n e s t  i f  
h i s  n e w  b o o k  i s  a b o u t  l o v e  (3 7 0 -3 7 1 ) .  T h u s ,  in  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
w a y s ,  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  e q u a te d  w ith  th e  l i f e  o f  p l e a s u r e .
^ ( L o n d o n ,  1961), pp. 323-324 .
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T h e  v a l u e s  e s p o u s e d  b y  t h e s e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  th e n ,  a r e  m o n e y  
and th e  th in g s  i t  c a n  b u y ,  and p l e a s u r e .  W ith  s u c h  a  v a lu e  
s y s t e m ,  w h o r e s  q u ite  o b v i o u s l y  h a v e  n o  r o o m  fo r  the  v a lu e  o f  
s e l f l e s s  l o v e ,  fo r  a m o n g  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  v a lu e s  t h e r e  i s  no p la c e  
f o r  a n y th in g  s p i r i t u a l .  T h e  v e r y  fa c t  th a t  th e y  h a v e  c h o s e n  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  i m p l i e s  th a t  t h e y  v a lu e  m o n e y  m o r e  th a n  lo v e  o f  
w h ic h  th e  h i g h e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  s e x u a l  u n io n .  Of p r o s t i t u t io n  
G r e g  s a y s ,  "Its  p e c u l i a r i t y  and h e i n o u s n e s s  c o n s i s t  in  i t s  
d i v o r c i n g  f r o m  a l l  f e e l i n g  o f  lo v e  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  m e a n t  b y  n a tu r e  
a s  th e  l a s t  and i n t e n s e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  p a s s i o n a t e  lo v e  . . . .
It i s  a v o lu n t a r y  e x c h a n g e  o f  the p a s s i o n a t e  lo v e  o f  a s p i r i t u a l  and  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  b e in g ,  f o r  th e  m e r e  h u n g e r  and  t h i r s t  o f  the  b e a s t "  (4 5 0 ) .  
B e c a u s e  s h e  c o n s t a n t l y  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  c h a n g e d  p a r t n e r s ,  the  
s e x  a c t  c o u ld  h a v e  n o  m e a n in g  fo r  th e  w h o r e  b e y o n d  w h a t  the  
E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n c e i v e d  a s  th e  m e r e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a s s i o n .  N o b le  
and e x a l t i n g  l o v e ,  h e  a s s u m e d ,  w a s  a n  a b s o lu t e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  in  
a c r e a t u r e  o f  s u c h  d e p r a v i t y .
T h e  o n ly  k in d  o f  lo v e  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s  th o u g h t  to  be c a p a b le  
o f  w a s  lo v e  o f  s e l f ,  o r  v a n ity .  V a n ity ,  p o in t s  out W. R . G r e g ,  
i s  f r e q u e n t ly  a  r e a s o n  f o r  w o m e n  b e c o m in g  p r o s t i t u t e s .  T h e y  a r e  
" f la t t e r e d  b y  a  la n g u a g e  m o r e  r e f in e d  and c o u r t e o u s  th a n  th e y  h e a r  
f r o m  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  ow n  s p h e r e "  (4 5 8 ) ,  and th is  f l a t t e r y  s o o n  c o n v i n c e s
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t h e m  to  g iv e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  e v i l - i n t e n t i o n e d  m e n .  S e r v a n t s ,  s a y s  
H e n r y  M a y h e w ,  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  to  the  s n a r e s  o f  v a n i ty ,  
f o r  t h e y  t r y  to  i m i t a t e  th e  w a y s  o f  t h e i r  m i s t r e s s e s  and to  d r e s s  
l ik e  th e m :  It i s  a v o lu n t a r y  s p e c i e s  o f  s a c r i f i c e  o n  t h e i r  p a r t .  A  
sort o f  s u i c i d a l  d e c k in g  w i th  f l o w e r s ,  and m a k in g  p r e p a r a t io n s  
fo r  i m m o l a t i o n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  v i c t i m  h e r s e l f "  (2 5 8 ) .  " A n o th er  
U n fo r tu n a te "  c o r r o b o r a t e s  b o th  G r e g  and M a y h ew : " V a n ity a n d
i d l e n e s s  s e n d  u s  a  l a r g e  b o d y  o f  r e c r u i t s ,  " sh e  s a y s .  T h is  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  a m o n g  " S e r v a n t  g i r l s ,  w h o  w i s h  to  ape t h e ir  
m i s t r e s s e s '  f i n e r y ,  and w h o s e  w a g e s  w o n ' t  p e r m i t  t h e m  to  do s o  
h o n e s t l y .  " S o m e  o f  th e  w o m e n  in t e r v i e w e d  by M a y h e w  a t t e s t  to  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  v a n i ty .  One w o m a n  g a v e  up a d e c e n t  jo b  fo r  a  
l i f e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  b e c a u s e  s h e  " l ik ed  to  be n o t i c e d  b y  th e  s o l d i e r s "  
(2 3 5 ) ,  a n o th e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  lo v e d  c l o t h e s  and " d isp la y "  (2 16 -217 ) .
In f i c t i o n ,  th e  g i r l s  w h o  v a in ly  l i s t e n  to  a t e m p t e r ' s  f l a t t e r y  o n ly  
to  en d  u p  d e f l o w e r e d  and a b a n d o n e d  a r e  l e g i o n .  A m o n g  th e  b e s t  
k n o w n  a r e  L i t t l e  E m ' l y ,  H e t ty  S o r r e l ,  and M r s .  G a s k e l l ' s  R uth .  
S e d u c t io n  and a b a n d o n m e n t  b e c a m e  a f a v o r i t e  e x e m p l u m  in  th e  
n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  v a n ity .
O n ce s h e  f e l l  and b e c a m e  a w h o r e ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s  th o u g h t  
to  be in c a p a b le  o f  a l l  but lo v e  o f  s e l f .  H e r  p r o f e s s i o n  c o a r s e n e d
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h e r  to  s u c h  an  e x t e n t  th a t  a l l  f e e l i n g s  f o r  o t h e r s  w e r e  r o o t e d  out  
and d e s tr o y e d , ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  s o u g h t  to  m a k e  t h e i r  
t r a d e  a  s p r in g b o a r d  to  m a r r i a g e ,  and , c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  t h e i r  
n a t u r e s ,  t h e y  m a r r i e d  w e a l t h  s o l e l y  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  m o n e y .
One g i r l  t e l l s  M a y h e w  th a t  "we o f t e n  do m a r r y ,  and w e l l  to o ;  w h y  
s h o u ld n ' t  w e ,  w e  a r e  p r e t t y ,  w e d r e s s  w e l l ,  w e  c a n  t a lk  and  
in s in u a t e  o u r s e l v e s  in to  th e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n  b y  a p p e a l in g  to  t h e i r  
p a s s i o n s  and  t h e i r  s e n s e s "  (219)„ Q uite  o b v io u s ly ,  s u c h  m a r r i a g e s  
a r e  n o t  fo u n d e d  on  m u tu a l  and s e l f l e s s  l o v e .  M a y h e w  c o m m e n t s  
on  m a r r i a g e s  in v o lv in g  th e  w o m e n  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e :  "T he o th e r
d a y  one o f  the m o s t  w e l l - k n o w n  w o m e n  a b o u t  to w n ,  M r s .  S______ ,
w a s  m a r r i e d  to  a G e r m a n  co u n t;  a  f e w  w e e k s  a g o  A g n e s  W________
m a r r i e d  a  m e m b e r  o f  an  o ld  N o r f o lk  f a m i l y ,  w h o  s e t t l e d  t h r e e  
th o u s a n d  a y e a r  u p on  h e r .  One w o m a n  h e  t a lk s  to  d e n i e s  any
f e e l i n g  o f  l o v e  w h e n  s h e  t e l l s  h i m  th a t  s h e  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  e n d  up  
m a r r y i n g  th e  b o y f r ie n d  p r e s e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  g r a t i s  th a t  fo r  w h ic h  
o t h e r s  h a v e  to  p a y  (2 5 6 ) .  A s  s h e  t e l l s  o f  h e r  p la n s ,  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  
o n ly  p r o v id in g  h e r s e l f  w ith  a fu tu r e  l i f e  o f  e a s e .
In a  v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s ,  f i c t i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s  d e n y  th e  v a lu e  o f  
l o v e .  B e s s i e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  in  T h e L ig h t  T h a t  F a i l e d , r e s p o n d s
^®IV, 251. F o r  th e  s t o r y  o f  A g n e s  W il lo u g h b y 's  m a r r i a g e  to  
W il l ia m  F r e d e r i c k  "M ad" W in d h a m , s e e  P e a r l ,  pp. l l l f f .
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p o s i t i v e l y  to  D ic k  H e ld a r ' s  p r o p o s a l  th a t  s h e  m o v e  in  w ith  h im ,  
b u t  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  h e  a p p e a r s  to  be s e a r c h i n g  fo r  s o m e ­
th in g  m e a n i n g f u l - - f o r  w h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  y e t  k n o w - - B e s s i e ' s  o n ly  
r e s p o n s e  i s  t o  th e  m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t  to  b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  s u c h  an  
a r r a n g e m e n t .  S h e  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  n e e d s  o f  the  
b l in d  p a in t e r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  E l l e n ’ s r e s p o n s e  to  E r n e s t ,  in  T h e  W ay  
o f  A l l  F l e s h , a f t e r  s h e  r e a l i z e s  th a t  t h e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  s a m e  c l a s s  
b y  v ir t u e  o f  t h e i r  b o th  h a v in g  b e e n  in  p r i s o n ,  . s u g g e s t s  th a t  s h e  
s e e s  in  h i m  a  m e a n s  to  l e a v e  th e  s t r e e t s  w h e r e  h e  m e e t s  h e r  and  
to  r e j o i n  r e s p e c t a b l e  h u m a n i t y  a g a in .  N o s o o n e r  d o e s  s h e  s i z e  
u p  E r n e s t ' s  n a iv e t e  th a n  s h e  b e g in s  to  p r a i s e  h i s  p a r e n t s  w h o  f i r e d  
h e r .  E r n e s t  e v e n  h a s  to  t a lk  th e  m o d e s t  g i r l  in to  d r in k in g  a g l a s s  
o f  b e e r  w ith  h i m  ( 2 9 6 - 2 9 7 ) .  S h e  d o e s  n o t  r e s p o n d  to  E r n e s t ,  o n ly  
to  th e  p o s i t i o n  h e  c a n  p r o v id e  h e r  w ith ,  and w h e n  s h e  i s  f a c e d  w ith  
th e  m o n o t o n y  o f  b e in g  a h o u s e w i f e  and m o t h e r  to  t h e i r  tw o  c h i l d r e n ,  
s h e  s i m p l y  t u r n s  f r o m  h e r  f a m i l y  b a c k  to  a l c o h o l  and th e  l i f e  of  
p r o s t i t u t io n .  H e r  v a l u e s  a r e  c l e a r l y  in d ic a t e d  b y  w h a t  s h e  t a k e s  
w it h  h e r  w h e n  s h e  and h e r  " hu sb and "  s e p a r a t e :  "He m a y  h a v e  th e
c h i ld r e n ;  h e  c a n  do b e t t e r  fo r  t h e m  th a n  I can; and a s  f o r  h i s  m o n e y ,  
h e  m a y  g iv e  i t  o r  k e e p  it  a s  h e  l i k e s ,  . . . but i f  h e  m e a n s  m e  to  
h a v e  i t ,  I s u p p o s e  I ’d b e t t e r  h a v e  i t ,  " to  w h ic h  s p e e c h  the n a r r a t o r  
a d d s  s i m p l y  " - - a n d  h a v e  i t  s h e  d id"  (3 2 4 ) .  And K a t ie  R e i l l y ,  in
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"R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y " , d e m a n d s  th a t  h e r  m e n  h a v e  m o n e y ,  
f o r  a c c o r d i n g  to  h e r  p h i lo s o p h y ,  " t h e r e ' s  n o  l i v in g  on  lo v e "  (2 7 2 ) .
H ig h ly  i n d ic a t i v e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  in a b i l i t y  to  lo v e  i s  h e r  
f a i l u r e  to  r e s p o n d ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  w ith  lo v e ,  but w ith  c h a r i t y  
to  a n y o n e  o t h e r  th a n  h e r s e l f .  S he  f e e l s  n o  o b l ig a t io n s  to  a n y o n e  
b u t n u m b e r  o n e .  E l l e n ' s  r e s p o n s e  to  h e r  c h i l d r e n  e x e m p l i f i e s  
an  u n f e e l i n g  n a t u r e .  In H id d e n  D e p t h s , th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  a l l  run  
o f f  to  A l d e r s h o t  and l e a v e  b e h in d  t h e m  th e  b a s ta r d  c h i l d r e n  th a t  
a r e  t h e i r  o c c u p a t io n a l  h a z a r d .  M o th e r  D o r r e l l ,  the  b a w d  w ho  i s  
l e f t  h o ld in g  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h e r  c a l l o u s n e s s  b y  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  b e a t in g  t h e m  u n t i l  s h e  c a n  s u p p ly  h e r s e l f  w ith  an  
a i r t i g h t  a l i b i .  T h e n ,  w h e n  h e r  p r e s e n c e  i s  a c c o u n te d  f o r ,  the  
c h i l d r e n  m y s t e r i o u s l y  d ie  in  a f i r e .  It i s  l a t e r  r e v e a l e d  th a t  th e  
b a w d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  th e  a c c i d e n t  b y  lo c k in g  th e  ig n o r a n t  c h i l d r e n  in  
a r o o m  and l e t t i n g  t h e m  p la y  w ith  m a t c h e s  (II, 152). T he b a w d 's  
r e s p o n s e  to  th e  d y in g  p r o s t i t u t e  in  W a r r e n ' s  P a s s a g e s  F r o m  th e  
D i a r y  o f  a. L a te  P h y s i c i a n  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p o in te d  out: i f  the  
g i r l  i s  d y in g ,  a r g u e s  th e  c r o n e ,  s h e  h a s  no n e e d  fo r  h e r  m o n e y .
A nd M i s s  A r th u r ,  th e  h e a r t l e s s  b aw d  w ho  m a k e s  a l i v i n g  b y  
s e l l i n g  v i r g i n s ,  c a n n o t  r e s p o n d  to  th e  g i r l s  a s  h u m a n s  in  s p i t e  
o f  h e r  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  c h a r i t y .  H e r  s p e e c h  e v e n  r o b s  th e  g i r l s  
o f  t h e i r  h u m a n i ty .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  g i r l s ;  t h e y  a r e  f l o w e r s .  C a th e r in e
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G r a y  w a s  n o t  q u ite  a  v i r g i n  w h e n  L o r d  W i l l ia m  b o u g h t  h e r ,  s a y s  
M i s s  A r th u r ,  b u t  "the r o s e  w a s  s w e e t  e n o u g h  s t i l l  to  m a k e  h i m  
f o r g i v e  th e  ta in t  u p on  i t s  p e r f u m e "  (2 4 8 ) .  A t o th e r  t i m e s ,  the  
g i r l s  a r e  s i m p l y  u n id e n t i f ie d  " its"  r a t h e r  th a n  h u m a n s .  T h is  s a m e  
L o r d  W i l l i a m  i s  w i l l in g  to  p a y  "two h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  . . . i f  i t ' s  
q u ite  f r e s h "  (2 2 9 ) .  C l e a r l y ,  th e n ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  d e p ic t e d  in  
a c c o r d  w ith  an  E v a n g e l i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  m a y  lo v e  m o n e y ,  m a t e r i a l  
o b j e c t s ,  e a s e ,  p l e a s u r e ,  and h e r s e l f ;  but s h e  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  
l o v i n g  o r  e v e n  o f  a c t in g  c h a r i t a b l y  to w a r d s  o t h e r s .  It i s  s i m p l y  
a c a s e  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  o v e r  th e  s p ir i tu a l .
A  f in a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o m p r i s i n g  the E v a n g e l i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  
p ic t u r e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  h e r  l a c k  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  and th e  t e s t i ­
m o n y  o f  a c t u a l  w h o r e s  v e r i f i e s  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  f e e l  n o  s e n s e  
o f  s in .  M o r e  th a n  a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s e e n  b y  the  
E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  th e  l a c k  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  in  p r o s t i t u t e s  s e e m s  to  
a c c o r d  w ith  a c t u a l i t y ,  fo r  f r o m  a b o u t  I8 6 0  c o m m e n t a t o r s  a r e  b y  
and l a r g e  a g r e e d  th a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  do n o t  v i e w  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  as  
o t h e r s  v i e w  i t .  L ik e  t h e i r  in a b i l i t y  to  l o v e ,  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  c o n ­
s c i e n c e  s u g g e s t s  a  p e r v e r s e  n a t u r e ,  a  b l i n d n e s s  to  a n y  c l a i m s  
on  t h e m  o u t s id e  o f  t h o s e  t h e y  s e l f i s h l y  m a k e  o n  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  
t h o s e  f o r  w h i c h  m e n  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  p a y .  A s  the p r o s t i t u t e ' s
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p r o f e s s i o n a l  v a l u e s  a r e  g r o u n d e d  i n  th e  p h y s i c a l  and m a t e r i a l  
to  the  e x c l u s i o n  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l ,  s o  a r e  h e r  m o r a l  v a l u e s  ( i f  
s h e  h a s  a n y  a t  a l l ) .
M a n y  p r o s t i t u t e s  n e v e r  l e a r n  a n y th in g  a b o u t  c o n s c i e n c e ,  
a b o u t  r i g h t  and w r o n g .  P r o d u c t s  o f  th e  s l u m ,  th e y  c o m e  f r o m  
f a m i l i e s  th a t  c a n n o t  a f fo r d  th e  lu x u r y  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  f o r  i t  
t a k e s  a l l  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  p r o v id e  f o r  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  e x i s t e n c e .  
A c c o r d i n g  to  W. R . G r e g ,
T h e  f i r s t  and p e r h a p s  l a r g e s t  c l a s s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  
t h o s e  w h o  m a y  f a i r l y  be s a id  to  h a v e  had  no c h o ic e  in  
th e  m a t t e r - - w h o  w e r e  b o r n  and  b r e d  in  s in ;  w h o s e  
p a r e n t s  w e r e  t h i e v e s  and p r o s t i t u t e s  b e f o r e  th e m ;  
w h o s e  d w e l l i n g  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  in  an  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  
s q u a l id  m i s e r y  and  s o r d i d  g u ilt ;  w h o m  fa te  h a s  m a r k e d  
f r o m  t h e i r  c r a d l e  f o r  a  c o u r s e  o f  d e g r a d a t io n ;  fo r  w h o m  
t h e r e  i s  n o  f a l l , f o r  t h e y  s t o o d  a l r e a d y  on  th e  l o w e s t  
l e v e l  o f  e x i s t e n c e ;  in  w h o m  t h e r e  i s  n o  c r i m e ,  fo r  t h e y  
h a d ,  and c o u ld  h a v e ,  n e i t h e r  an  a s p ir a t io n ,  a s t r u g g l e ,  
n o r  a c h o i c e .  ( 4 5 7 - 4 5 8 )
S o m e  s i x t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  H a v e lo c k  E l l i s ,  a  " m an  
o f  the  w o r ld ,  " c o m m e n t s  on  th e  s a m e  e n v ir o n m e n t :  " . . .  th e
t e r r i b l e  c a s e s  o f  o v e r c r o w d i n g  th a t  a r e  d a i ly  b r o u g h t  to  l i g h t  
s u g g e s t  th a t  a t  v e r y  e a r l y  a g e s  th e  s e n s e  o f  th in g s  s e x u a l  t a k e s  
p l a c e .  T h is  " s e n s e "  r e m o v e s  a l l  " r e s t r a in t "  f r o m  a n  e a r l y  and
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31t o t a l l y  m e a n i n g l e s s  l o s s  o f  c h a s t i t y .  In 1890 G. P .  M e r r i c k
r e p o r t e d  th a t  th e  t e r m  " i m m o r a l i t y 1' had  l i t e r a l l y  no m e a n in g
32f o r  a g r e a t  m a n y  w h o r e s .
P r o s t i t u t e s  t h e m s e l v e s  s u b s t a n t ia t e  t h e s e  c l a i m s .  One 
w o m a n  to ld  M a y h e w  th a t  s h e  f e l t  no s h a m e  a t  b e in g  a k e p t  w o m a n  
(216), and  a n o th e r  r e p o r t e d  th a t  n o t  o n ly  d id  p r o s t i t u t in g  h e r s e l f  
n o t  b o t h e r  h e r  b u t  th a t  s h e  d o u b te d  w h e t h e r  i t  w o u ld  e v e n  b o th e r  
h e r  b o y f r ie n d  i f  he k n e w  a b o u t  i t  (2 5 6 ) .  S e v e r a l  w o m e n  d e n ie d  
f e e l i n g  s in fu l  b u t  d id  l a m e n t  t h e i r  l o s s  o f  p o s i t i o n  in  the w o r ld  
(219, 2 3 5 - 2 3 6 ) .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1840 W i l l i a m  T a i t  n o te d  th a t  E d in ­
b u r g h 's  p r o s t i t u t e s  w e r e  v e r y  r e l i g i o u s  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e ir  p r o f e s s i o n ,
th a t  t h e y  f e l t  n e i t h e r  s h a m e  n o r  e s t r a n g e m e n t  f r o m  God b e c a u s e
3 3o f  the  l i f e  t h e y  l e d .  T h is  r e l i g i o s i t y  and la c k  o f  s h a m e  a r e  
a t t e s t e d  to b y  the  s u p p o s e d l y  a u th e n t ic  r e m a r k  of a S c o t t i s h  
p r o s t i t u t e ,  one S u n d ay  n ig h t ,  to  a  p o t e n t ia l  c l i e n t  so  p l e a s e d  w ith  
h i s  p r o s p e c t s  th a t  h e  b e g a n  to  w h i s t l e .  A p p a l le d ,  s h e  s a id :  " J i s t
b u t to n  up y e r  b r e e k s ,  and  g a n g  y e r  g a te ,  m y  c h ic k :  - - G - d  fo r
^ H a v e l o c k  E l l i s ,  S e x  in  R e la t io n  to  S o c i e t y , in  S tu d ie s  in  
th e  P s y c h o l o g y  o f  S e x  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia ,  1925),  VI, 2 5 6 .
3 2 Q u oted  in  E l l i s ,  VI, 2 8 9 - 2 9 0 .
33 M a g d a l e n i s m , r e f e r r e d  to  in  D r .  F e r n a n d o  H e n r iq u e s ,  
M o d e r n  S e x u a l i t y , in  P r o s t i t u t i o n  and S o c i e t y  (L on d on , 1968),
III, 1 0 7 -1 0 8 .
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s a k e s ,  m a  m a n ;  I 'm  n a  g o in  to  f o r n ic a t e  the  n ic h t  w i  a  m a n  w ho  
w h u s t l e s  o n  th e  S a b b a th !" 3 4
" A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  g i v e s  a fu l l  a c c o u n t  o f  h e r  b a c k g r o u n d  
in  o r d e r  to  e x p la i n  h e r  a tt i tu d e  t o w a r d s  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .  S he  w a s  
b r o u g h t  up w ith  n o  r e l i g i o u s  t r a in in g ,  fo r  "N o p a r s o n  e v e r  c a m e  
n e a r  u s .  T he p la c e  w h e r e  w e  l i v e d  w a s  to o  d ir t y  fo r  th e  n i c e l y  
s h o d  g e n t l e m e n .  " N o r  d id  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  w h o  "both  lo v e d  d r in k ,  " 
ta k e  the  p la c e  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  in s t r u c t o r :
M y  p a r e n t s  d id  n o t  g iv e  m e  an y  e d u c a t io n ;  t h e y  d id  n o t  
i n s t i l l  in to  m y  m in d  v ir tu o u s  p r e c e p t s  n o r  s e t  m e  a  
g o o d  e x a m p l e .  A l l  m y  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  e a r l y  l i f e  w e r e  
g le a n e d  a m o n g  a s s o c i a t e s  w ho  k n e w  n o th in g  o f  the  la w s  
o f  God but b y  d im  t r a d i t i o n  and f a in t  r e p o r t ,  and  w h o s e  
c h i e f e s t  t r iu m p h s  c o n s i s t e d  in  p ic k in g  t h e i r  w a y  th r o u g h  
th e  p a th s  o f  d e s t i t u t io n  in  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  c a s t  b y  c u n n in g  
e v a s i o n  or  in  o p e n  d e f ia n c e  o f  th e  la w s  o f  m a n .
W ith ou t a n y  u p b r in g in g ,  h e r  l o s s  o f  c h a s t i t y  w a s  in e v i t a b le :
I w a s  a f in e ,  r o b u s t ,  h e a l t h y  g i r l ,  13 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  I h a d  
l a r k e d  w i t h  th e  b o y s  o f  m y  ow n  a g e .  I h a d  h u d d le d  w ith  
b o y s  and g i r l s  t o g e t h e r ,  a l l  n ig h t  l o n g  in  o u r  c o m m o n  
h a u n t s .  I had  s e e n  m u c h  and h e a r d  a b u n d a n t ly  o f  the  
m y s t e r i e s  o f  th e  s e x e s .  T o  m e  s u c h  th in g s  h a d  b e e n  
m a t t e r s  o f  c o m m o n  s ig h t  and c o m m o n  ta lk .  F o r .  s o m e  
t i m e  I h a d  t r e m b l e d  and c o q u e t t e d  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  a s t r o n g  
c u r i o s i t y ,  and a n a t u r a l  d e s i r e ,  and w ith o u t  a p a r t i c l e
■^In a  l e t t e r  fou n d  a m o n g  th e  p a p e r s  o f  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l ' s  
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  in  P e a r l ,  p. 77 .
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o f  a f f e c t i o n ,  s c a r c e  a  p a r t i a l i t y ,  I l o s t - - w h a t ?  n o t  m y  
v i r t u e ,  f o r  I n e v e r  h a d  an y . T h a t  w h ic h  i s  c o m m o n ly ,  
b u t  u n t r u ly  c a l l e d  v i r t u e ,  I g a v e  a w a y ,  . . .  Is  [ v ir t u e ]  
n o t  th e  p r i n c i p l e ,  th e  e s s e n c e ,  w h ic h  k e e p s  w a t c h  and  
w a r d  o v e r  th e  c o n d u c t ,  o v e r  th e  s u b s t a n c e ,  th e  
m a t e r i a l i t y ?  No s u c h  p r in c i p l e  e v e r  k e p t  w a t c h  and  
w a r d  o v e r  m e ,  and I r e p e a t  th a t  I n e v e r  l o s t  th a t  w h ic h  
I n e v e r  h a d - - m y  v i r t u e .
T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  f o l l o w e d  in  th e  f o o t s t e p s  
o f  g i r l s  o f  h e r  n e ig h b o r h o o d  w h o  h a d  " b e e n  s t a r t e d  o f f ,  n o n e  k n e w  
w h ith e r  o r  h o w ,  to  s e e k  [ t h e ir ]  fo r tu n e "  and w h o ,  l a t e r ,  " w ou ld  
r e a p p e a r  a m o n g  u s  w ith  a  p r o f u s i o n  o f  r i b a n d s ,  f in e  c l o t h e s  and  
l o t s  o f  c a s h .  " S h e  w a s  t a k e n  o f f  b y  "one o f  o u r  b e - r i b a n d e d  
v i s i t o r s "  w h o  " in tr o d u c e d  m e  to  th e  g r e a t  w o r ld  . . . .  I c a n n o t  
s a y  th a t  I f e l t  a n y  o t h e r  s h a m e  th a n  th e  b a s h f u l n e s s  o f  a 
n o v i c i a t e  [ s i c ] in t r o d u c e d  to  a s t r a n g e  s o c i e t y .  " S in c e  th a t  t i m e ,  
s a y s  the g i r l ,  h e r  l i f e  h a s  a l t e r n a t e d  " b e tw e e n  r e c k l e s s  g a ie t y  
and  e x t r e m e  d e s t i t u t io n .  "
" A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te "  n e v e r  l e a r n e d  a n y th in g  o f  m o r a l i t y  a s  
a c h i ld ,  and w h e n  a k in d ly  p r o t e c t o r  h e lp e d  h e r  e d u c a t e  h e r s e l f ,  
s h e  s u c c e e d e d  in  a l l  b u t  " m o r a l  s c i e n c e "  w h ic h  " has  a lw a y s  b e e n  
a n  e n i g m a  to  m e ,  and i s  s o  t h i s  d a y .  " T h u s ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  
th a t  s h e  i s  u n r e p e n ta n t  and a c t u a l l y  d e f e n s i v e  o f  h e r  r ig h t  to  c h o o s e  
a n y  p r o f e s s i o n  th a t  w i l l  p r o v e  p r o f i t a b le :
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N o w , w h a t  i f  I a m  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  w h a t  b u s i n e s s  h a s  
s o c i e t y  to  a b u s e  m e ?  H a v e  I r e c e i v e d  a n y  f a v o u r s  at  
th e  h a n d s  o f  s o c i e t y ?  If  I a m  a h id e o u s  c a n c e r  in  
s o c i e t y ,  a r e  n o t  th e  c a u s e s  o f  th e  d i s e a s e  to  b e  s o u g h t  
in  th e  r o t t e n n e s s  o f  th e  c a r c a s s ?  . . . w h a t  h a s  s o c i e t y  
e v e r  d o n e  f o r  m e ,  th a t  I s h o u ld  do a n y th in g  f o r  i t ,  and  
w h a t  h a v e  I e v e r  d o n e  a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y  th a t  i t  s h o u ld  d r iv e  
m e  in to  a  c o r n e r  and c r u s h  m e  to  th e  e a r t h ?
T h u s ,  in  1858 ,  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  l e n d s  a w e ig h t y  v o i c e  to  the  
c r i e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  d e n y  a n y  s e n s e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  in  E n g la n d ’s 
p r o s t i t u t e s .
E v e n  t h o s e  w ho  do p o s s e s s  a  c o n s c i e n c e  and a  s e n s e  o f  s in  
w h e n  t h e y  f i r s t  b e c o m e  p r o s t i t u t e s  s o o n  f o r g e t  t h e i r  s c r u p l e s .  
C h a r l e s  B o o th  p r o v i d e s  a  k e e n  a n a l y s i s  to  e x p la i n  th e  f a l l in g  a w a y  
o f  th e  m o r a l  s e n s e :
W hen  q u ite  n e w  to  th e  l i f e ,  th e  m e m o r i e s  o f  h o m e  m a y  
h a v e  p o w e r ,  o r  i f  a  b a b y  i s  b o r n ,  th e  m a t e r n a l  i n s t i n c t  
m a y  m a k e  r e s c u e  p o s s i b l e .  O t h e r w is e  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  to  
s t i m u l a t e  th e  c o n s c i e n c e .  T h e r e  b e in g  n o  s t r o n g  p a s s i o n  
in v o l v e d ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  r e a c t i o n  to  be  la id  h o ld  o f ,  
p e r h a p s  n o th in g  m o r e  p o ig n a n t  th a n  a d u l l  s e n s e  o f  
d e g r a d a t io n .  35
One w h o r e  e v e n  c l a i m e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  a  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t io n ,  
b u t s h e  w a s  d r u g g e d  and r a p e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  a r r i v a l  in  L o n d o n
3 5 L i f e  and L a b o u r  o f  th e  P e o p l e  in  L o n d o n , f in a l  v o lu m e  
(L o n d o n ,  1 9 0 2 ) ,  126.
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and  in  th is  w a y  f o r c e d  to  b e c o m e  a p r o s t i t u t e .  H e r  m o r a l  b a c k ­
g r o u n d ,  sh e  to ld  M a y h e w ,  i s  a l l  b u t  f o r g o t t e n :  "I d o n 't  th in k
m u c h  o f  m y  w a y  o f  l i f e .  Y ou  fo lk s  a s  h a s  h o n o u r ,  and  c h a r a c t e r ,  
and f e e l i n g s ,  and s u c h ,  c a n ' t  u n d e r s ta n d  h o w  a l l  th a t ' s  b e e n  
b e a t e n  ou t  o f  p e o p le  l ik e  m e .  I d o n 't  f e e l .  I 'm  u s e d  to  it"  (241).
M o s t  o f  th e  f i c t i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s  r e f e r r e d  to  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  
a r e  n o t  t r e a t e d  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d s  t h e ir  p r o f e s s i o n ,  
b u t t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s - - t h e  l a z i n e s s  o f  B e s s i e ,  th e  a v a r i c i o u s ­
n e s s  o f  M i s s  A r th u r ,  th e  c a l l o u s n e s s  o f  M o th e r  D o r r e l l ,  and the  
v u l g a r i t y  o f  th e  c h u c k l in g  b a w d  in  E lp h in s t o n e - -  a l l  s u g g e s t  th a t  
t h e y  a r e  in c a p a b le  o f  a n y  s e n s e  o f  w r o n g ,  in c a p a b le  o f  f e e l i n g  
a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  a n y  la w ,  G o d 's  o r  m a n ' s ,  o u t s id e  o f  t h e m ­
s e l v e s .  T h e  one  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  m ig h t  b e  s a id  a c t u a l l y  to  s u b ­
s t a n t ia t e  " A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te "  i s  the  w o n d e r f u l  M r s .  Jupp  o f  
T h e  W ay o f  A l l  F l e s h .  T o o  o ld  to  be a c t i v e l y  in  s e r v i c e ,  M r s .  
Jup p  s p e n d s  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  t i m e  l in in g  u p  c u s t o m e r s  fo r  h e r  
y o u n g e r  f r i e n d s  and m i x i n g  up th e  s a c r e d  w ith  the p r o fa n e  in  
l a m e n t i n g  o v e r  th e  u n n a t u r a l n e s s  in  th e  y o u n g  m e n  o f  th e  d a y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  th a t  o f  E r n e s t  P o n t i f e x  w h o  " n e v e r  to o k  no n o t ic e  o f  
[ R o s e ]  n o  m o r e  th a n  h e  d id  o f  m e " :
I c a n ' t  m a k e  o u t  w h a t  th e  y o u n g  m e n  a r e  a - c o m i n g  to;
I w i s h  th e  h o r n  m a y  b lo w  f o r  m e  and  th e  w o r m s  tak e
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m e  t h i s  v e r y  n ig h t ,  i f  i t ' s  n o t  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  a w o m a n  
s ta n d  b e f o r e  God and s t r i k e  th e  one  h a l f  on  ' e m  s i l l y  
to  s e e  th e  w a y  t h e y  g o e s  on , and m a n y  an  h o n e s t  g i r l  
h a s  to  go  h o m e  n ig h t  a f t e r  n ig h t  w ith o u t  s o  m u c h  a s  a  
f o u r p e n n y - b i t  and p a y in g  t h r e e  and s i x p e n c e  a w e e k  
ren te  (2 5 7 )
U l t i m a t e l y ,  th e  i m p r e s s i o n  th a t  one  i s  g iv e n  b y  th e  p l e t h o r a  
o f  u n r e p e n ta n t  p r o s t i t u t e s  o f  th e  V i c t o r i a n  a g e  i s  th a t  t h e y  a r e  s o  
d e v o t e d  to  t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s  th a t  t h e r e  i s  no  r o o m  f o r  c o n ­
s c i e n c e .  T h e y  a r e  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  o r  s u p e r f i c i a l .  T h e y  v a lu e  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  m o n e y ,  and e a s e .  L o v e ,  o r  a f e e l i n g  f o r  s o m e o n e  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and c o n s c i e n c e ,  a f e e l i n g  f o r  th e  d i c t a t e s  
o f  God and m o r a l i t y ,  a r e  e x c l u d e d  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  s e l f ­
o r i e n t e d .  K a t ie  R e i l l y ,  th e  u n r e p e n ta n t  c o u r t e s a n  in  "R e c o m m e n d e d  
to  M e r c y ", r e j e c t s  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  w h ic h  to  h e r  i s  a l l  h y p o c r i s y ,  
f o r  " r e s p e c t a b l e "  w o m e n  e n v y  t h o s e  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e :  " Y e s ,
e n v y  u s .  . . . D o n 't  I s e e  h o w  t h e y  lo o k  a t  u s  in  th e  P a r k ,  h o w  
t h e y  d r e s s  a f t e r  u s ,  t a lk  l ik e  u s ,  r id e  l i k e  u s ?  T h e y  s e e  w e  h a v e  
th e  m e n  t h e y  w a n t ,  th e  m o n e y  t h e y  w a n t ,  and  th e  f a s h i o n  t h e y  w an t"  
(3 07 ) .  W h e th e r  h e r  a c c u s a t i o n  i s  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  
c l e a r  th a t  a l l  o f  K a t i e ' s  v a l u e s  a r e  m a t e  r i a l - - m e n ,  m o n e y ,  and
o  /
0 A p p a r e n t ly  i t  i s ,  fo r  th e  s a m e  c h a r g e  i s  l e v i e d  in  W i l l ia m  
B la c k ,  In S i lk  A t t ir e  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1883),  p . 120, p u b l i s h e d  o r i g i n a l l y  
in  1869.
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f a s h i o n - - j u s t  a s  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  p h y s i c a l .  S i m i l a r l y  in  O u id a 's  
U n d e r  T w o  F l a g s  (1867),  th e  Z u - Z u  h a s  no  p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d  to  r e ­
f o r m ,  A s  th e  a c k n o w le d g e d  l e a d e r  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e ,  s h e  is  
"the r a g e "  and " p e r f e c t l y  h a p p y "  a s  s u c h ,  f o r  " h er  c h i l d i s h  r e ­
c o l l e c t i o n s  w e r e  o f  a  s t i f l i n g  l e a n  to  w ith  th e  o d o r  o f  p i g s t y  and  
s t r a w y a r d ,  p o r k  fo r  a f e a s t  o n c e  a w e e k ,  s t a r v a t i o n  a l l  th e  o t h e r  
s i x  d a y s ,  k i c k s ,  s l a p s ,  w r a n g l in g ,  and  a  g e n e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  
b e e r  and w a s h - t u b s ;  s h e  h a t e d  h e r  p a s t  and lo v e d  h e r  c i g a r  o n  
th e  d r a g .  T h e  Z u - Z u  c o n f i r m s  th e  c o n t e n t io n  o f  th e  S a tu r d a y
R e v i e w  th a t  th e  " fa l l"  o f  a  g i r l  f r o m  v ir tu e  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  c o n s i s t e d  
u s u a l l y  o f  "a t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a  s t a t e  o f  v i c i o u s  s q u a l id  p o v e r t y  to  
a s t a t e  o f  v i c i o u s  b r i l l i a n t  o p u l e n c e ,  "38 It i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  s u r p r i s i n g  
th a t  th e  Z u - Z u  h a s  n o  m o r a l  q u a lm s ,  f o r ,  l ik e  t h o s e  o f  K a t ie  R e i l l y ,  
h e r  v a lu e s  a r e  a l l  m a t e r i a l i s t i c .  S he  n e e d  n o t  e v e n  p le a d ,  a s  d id  
" A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te ,  " th a t  s h e  d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  m o r a l  s c i e n c e ,  
f o r  w h a t  s h e  d o e s  u n d e r s t a n d  i s  th a t  c o n s c i e n c e  and s e l f l e s s n e s s  
a r e  l u x u r i e s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w ith  th e  m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t s  th a t  s u r r o u n d  
h e r .  One s e t  o f  l u x u r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a s  to  g o ,  and th e  s p i r i t u a l  
a r e  m u c h  m o r e  r e a d i l y  e x p e n d a b le  th a n  a r e  the  m a t e r i a l .
•^ " O u id a "  ( P s e u d ,  f o r  M a r ie  L o u i s e  de l a  R a m e e )  U n d e r  T w o  
F l a g s , in  Q uid  a , I l l u s t r a t e d  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1889 ) ,  I, 53 .
38Quoted in P e a r l ,  p. 183.
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T h e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  th e n ,  a s  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  d e s c r i b e d  h e r ,  
w a s  c r u d e ,  v i l e ,  h e d o n i s t i c ,  a v a r i c i o u s ,  and  in c a p a b le  o f  e i t h e r  
l o v e  o r  c o n s c i e n c e .  S h e  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  s e l f - o r i e n t e d ,  and h e r  
c o n c e r n  f o r  s e l f  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  i g n o r e d  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  h e r  in n e r  n a tu r e  
an d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i t s  f o c u s  on  p h y s i c a l  e x t e r n a l s .
W e l l  in to  th e  V ic t o r i a n  a g e  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w e r e  
r e c o g n i z e d  and c o n d e m n e d .  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  and m a n y  o f  
t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  M a y h e w  c o n f i r m  E v a n g e l i c a l  c l a i m s  r e g a r d i n g  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h u s ,  an  1839 p o l i c e  r e p o r t  n o te d  th a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  
i n  L i v e r p o o l  w e r e  "the c o m p a n io n s  and  a c c e s s o r i e s  o f  t h i e v e s ;  
an d  in  g e n e r a l ,  t h e m s e l v e s  t h i e v e s  and  p i c k p o c k e t s .  A nd th is
i s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  r a t h e r  th an  E v a n g e l i c a l  d e d u c t io n .  T he  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  W i l l i a m  T a it  e n u m e r a t e d  p r o s t i t u t e s '  d i s t in g u i s h in g  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  " d e c e i t ,  d i s s i m u l a t i o n ,  and d i s h o n e s t y .
B u t e v e n  m o r e  c o n d e m n in g  th a n  t h e s e  w a s  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  d e p r a v e d  h e r  n a tu r e  (or th a t  a  d e p r a v e d  
n a t u r e  o r i g i n a l l y  d r o v e  h e r  to  p r o s t i t u t io n ) .  M a y h e w 's  u l t im a t e  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  th a t  i t  m a k e s  w o m e n  " b r u ta l ,  " th a t  
i t  d e s t r o y s  in  t h e m  "the f i n e r  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  h u m a n  n a tu r e "  (241).
•^^F i r s t  R e p o r t  o f  th e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  . . . , 1839 ,  in  
H e n r iq u e s ,  III, 8 3 .
^ M a g d a l e n i s m , q u o te d  in  H e n r iq u e s ,  III, 108.
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A nd f i n a l l y ,  an  in d ig a n t  W„ R . G r e g  t e l l s  w h y  h e  c o n s i d e r s  th e  
s i n  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  to  b e  "the w o r s t  and l o w e s t  form , o f  s e x u a l  
i r r e g u l a r i t y ,  " b e c a u s e ,  h e  s a y s ,  i t  i s  "the m o s t  i n d ic a t i v e  
o f  a  l o w  n a tu r e ,  th e  m o s t  d e g r a d in g  and s a p p in g  to  th e  l o f t i e r  
l i f e "  (4 4 9 ) .  B e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  a c c e p t  th e  f a l s e  v a lu e  s y s t e m  
th a t  w a s  p a r t  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  d e g r a d e d  n a t u r e ,  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  
and  m a n y  in  th e  V i c t o r i a n  age  w h o  w e r e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  t h e m  t h r u s t  
th e  p o l lu t e d  o u t c a s t  f r o m  t h e i r  m i d s t  and t r i e d  to  ig n o r e  h e r  
a l t o g e t h e r .
CHAPTER III
" L E  C O E U R  E T  L 'E S P R I T  D E  C E S F E M M E S "
E v a n g e l i c a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  
w e r e  u n d e n ia b ly  t r u e .  M o d e r n  p s y c h o l o g y  and s o c i o l o g y  h a v e  s h o w n  
th a t  g i r l s  do u s u a l l y  t u r n  to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  f o r  m o n e y ,  o r  lu x u r y ,  o r  
e a s e  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  to o  l a z y  to  w o r k  o r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
c a n n o t  e a r n  a s  m u c h  in  a n o th e r  jo b  a s  t h e y  c a n  b y  p r o s t i t u t in g  
t h e m s e l v e s .  F i e l d  r e s e a r c h  and c a s e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  s u b s t a n t ia t e d  
th e  c l a i m s  th a t  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  d o e s  m a k e  a  w o m a n  c r u d e  and  
c a l l o u s ,  th a t  i t  d o e s  l e a v e  h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  in c a p a b le  o f  m e a n in g f u l  
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and th a t  th e  w h o r e  d o e s  n o t  e v a l u a t e  
h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  in  t e r m s  o f  m o r a l i t y  an y  m o r e  th a n  d o e s  a  p lu m b e r .  ^
B u t th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  d id  n o t  b a s e  t h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e  on  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h .  F o r  f e a r  o f  c o n t a m in a t io n ,  th e y
■^See, fo r  e x a m p l e ,  H a r o ld  G r e e n w a ld ,  T he C a l l  G i r l : A  
S o c i a l  and P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  S tu d y  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1958),  c h a p t e r  7;
B r i t i s h  S o c i a l  B i o l o g y  C o u n c i l ,  W o m e n  o f  th e  S t r e e t s : A  
S o c i o l o g i c a l  S tu d y  o f  th e  C o m m o n  P r o s t i t u t e , e d .  C. H. R o lp h  
(L o n d o n ,  19 5 5 ) ,  a p p e n d ix  I; H a r r y  B e n j a m in  and R . E . L .  M a s t e r s ,  
P r o s t i t u t i o n  and M o r a l i t y : A  d e f in i t i v e  r e p o r t  on th e  p r o s t i t u t e  
in  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y  and an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  c a u s e s  and e f f e c t s  
o f  th e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1964),  c h a p t e r s  4 , 5 .
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s h u n n e d  h e r  and r e a s o n e d  a n a l o g i c a l l y  a b o u t  h e r ,  T h e y  s a w  w h a t  
h e r  s i n  c o n s i s t e d  o f ,  a s i n  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  d i s g u s t e d ,  and t h e y  
s i m p l y  d r e w  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  th e  n a tu r e  o r  th e  in n e r  l i f e  o f  th e  
h a r lo t ,  c o n c l u s i o n s  w h i c h  d e p ic t e d  th e  w h o r e ' s  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  a s  
p r o j e c t e d  o r  e x t e r n a l i z e d  b y  h e r  p h y s i c a l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  the  n a tu r e  
t h e y  d e s c r i b e d ,  a s  w e  s a w  in  th e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  w a s  th a t  o f  
a s e l f i s h  w o m a n  w ith o u t  w o r t h w h i l e  v a l u e s .  In G r e g ' s  w o r d s ,  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e  had  "a lo w  n a t u r e .  "
B y  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n ,  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  m o v e ­
m e n t ,  b y  n o w  t w ic e  a s  o ld  a s  th e  q u e e n ,  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  in  g iv in g  
th e  i m p r e s s i o n  to  an  ig n o r a n t  n a t io n  th a t  e a c h  and e v e r y  p r o s t i t u t e  
in  E n g la n d  s h a r e d  t h i s  c o m m o n  g r o u p  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  th a t  e v e r y  on e  o f  t h e m  w a s  p o l lu t e d  and c o n t a m in a t e d .  
T h e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  gave to  th e  n a t io n  t h e i r  ow n  a n g u is h e d  d e t e s t a ­
t io n  o f  an  e n t i r e ,  l a r g e  c l a s s  o f  w o m e n .  T h e y  m a y  h a v e  e s t a ­
b l i s h e d  r e f u g e s  and L o c k  a s y l u m s  to  h e lp  r e c l a i m  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  
w o m e n ,  b u t  t h e i r  o w n  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  to  th e  s e x u a l  s in n e r  l e d  t h e m  
to  c r e a t e  c h e e r l e s s  p r i s o n s  o f  h a r s h  d i s c i p l i n e ,  f r e q u e n t  and  
f e r v e n t  p r a y e r  s e s s i o n s ,  an d , in  g e n e r a l ,  a w a y  o f  l i f e  B e n e d i c t i n e -  
l ik e  in  th e  p h y s i c a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  p r i v a t i o n  th a t  w a s  i t s  c o r n e r s t o n e .  
T h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  t h e o r y  fo r  s u c h  r e f o r m i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w a s  
th a t  o n ly  g r e a t  p e n a n c e ,  a u s t e r e  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  and s e l f - a b a s i n g
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p r a y e r  c o u ld  e f f e c t i v e l y  c h a n g e ,  n o t  a  p h y s i c a l  w a y  o f  l i f e ,  but a  
s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  th a t  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  p o l lu t e d .  T h u s ,  t h e i r  t h e o r y  
h a d  the  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  p r o d u c in g  r e m a r k a b l y  f e w  p e n i t e n t s ,  
f o r  no  m a t t e r  h o w  b a d  th e  l i f e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  i t  w a s  s t i l l  p r e ­
f e r a b le  to  th e  n o n - l i f e  o f  th e  r e f u g e .
A t a n y  r a t e ,  th e  V i c t o r i a n  a g e  i n h e r i t e d  a d e t e s t a t i o n  fo r  
p r o s t i t u t e s  and f o r  p r o s t i t u t io n .  L ik e  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  th e  a g e  
t e n d e d  to  c l a s s  a l l  s e x u a l  o f f e n d e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  to  c o n d e m n  t h e m  
and  to  r e f u s e  t h e r e a f t e r  e v e n  to  a c k n o w le d g e  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  B ut  
w h a t  a b o u t  t h o s e  w h o  f o r  o n e  r e a s o n  o r  a n o th e r  w e r e  w r o n g f u l ly  
p la c e d  in  th is  c l a s s ?  W hat a b o u t  th e  g i r l  w h o  d id  f a l l ,  w h o ,  u n l ik e  
" A n o th e r  U n f o r t u n a t e ,  " d id  h a v e  a v ir tu e  to  l o s e  and d id  l o s e  it  
b e c a u s e  o f  f a c t o r s  o u t s i d e  h e r  c o n t r o l ?  W hat ab ou t h e r  w h o s e  
v a lu e s  w e r e  n o t  s o l e l y  s e l f - o r i e n t e d ?  In s h o r t ,  w h a t  a b o u t  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e  w h o s e  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  r e m a i n e d  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  h e r  s in fu l  
p h y s i c a l  l i f e ?  W as s h e  to  be lu m p e d  t o g e t h e r  w ith  " C h o u s in g  B e tt"  
and M o th e r  D o r r e l l  and s u m m a r i l y  d i s m i s s e d  a s  u n w o r th y  o f  
a n y th in g  b u t  s c o r n  d e a l t  h e r  b y  a  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  m id d le  c l a s s ?
A lth o u g h  i t s  in f lu e n c e  w a s  i n d i r e c t ,  th e  m a j o r  f a c t o r  in  
b r in g in g  h o m e  to  a  n a t io n  th e  f a c t  th a t  m a n y  o f  the s in f u l  s i s t e r ­
h o o d  w e r e  o u t s i d e r s  f o r c e d  in to  th e  r a n k s  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  w a s  th e  
m o n u m e n t a l  s t u d y  o f  P a r i s i a n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  D e  l a  p r o s t i t u t i o n  d an s
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l a  v i l l e  de P a r i s  . . „ , b y  P a r e n t - D u c h a t e l e t .  In 1844  he  
a n n o u n c e d  th a t  o f  a b o u t  f iv e  th o u sa n d  p r o s t i t u t e s  h e  in t e r v ie w e d ,  
a l m o s t  a t h ir d  c l a i m e d  th a t  t h e y  b e c a m e  p r o s t i t u t e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  w e r e  s e d u c e d  and a b a n d o n e d ,  and a n o th e r  th ir d  b e c a u s e  o f  
p o v e r t y .   ̂ H is  i d e a s ,  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  E n g la n d  l a r g e l y  b y  W. R .
G r e g ,  d id  m u c h  to  m a k e  th e  B r i t i s h  q u e s t i o n  t h e i r  a s s u m p t i o n  
th a t  p r o s t i t u t io n  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  in d ic a t e d  a  d e p r a v e d  n a t u r e .  In 
1 8 4 8 -1 8 4 9  H e n r y  M a y h e w  w r o t e  a s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  to  th e  M o r n in g  
C h r o n i c l e  and p o in te d  up  s o m e t h in g  th a t  G r e g  w a s  to  s e i z e  on  in  
th e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  P o v e r t y ,  s a id  M a y h e w  a s  had  D u c h a t e l e t  
b e f o r e  h i m ,  l e d  m a n y  w o m e n  to  s e l l  t h e m s e l v e s  in  o r d e r  to  s u r v i v e .  
T h u s ,  p o v e r t y  and s e d u c t io n ,  f a c t o r s  o v e r  w h ic h  a g i r l  h a d  n o  
c o n t r o l ,  c o u ld  f o r c e  h e r  in to  th e  r a n k s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .
W hen  i t  b e c a m e  c l e a r  to  V ic t o r ia n  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  th a t  t h e y  
c o u ld  n o t  j u s t i f i a b l y  e v a lu a t e  a l l  p r o s t i t u t e s  a s  c r e a t u r e s  o f  
d e p r a v e d  n a t u r e s ,  w h e n  t h e y  b e c a m e  a w a r e  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
p r o s t i t u t e s  th a t  had  n o t  f r e e l y  and a m o r a l l y  c h o s e n  t h e i r  w a y  o f  
l i f e ,  t h e y  s o u g h t  to  c o r r e c t  th e  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  a s o c i e t y  to o  
in f lu e n c e d  b y  i t s  E v a n g e l i c a l  a n c e s t o r s  and t h e r e b y  c o r r e c t  th e
2 P a r e n t - D u c h a t e l e t ' s  f i g u r e s  a r e  g iv e n  in  H a v e l o c k  E l l i s ,
S e x  in  R e l a t i o n  to  S o c i e t y , in  S tu d ie s  in  th e  P s y c h o l o g y  o f  S e x  
( P h i l a d e lp h ia ,  1925),  VI, 2 5 6 - 2 5 7 .
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i n j u s t i c e  b e in g  d on e  to  t b i s  g r o u p  o f  s u f f e r i n g  w o m e n .  In th e  
f i f t i e s  and e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  E n g la n d  w i t n e s s e d  a l a r g e - s c a l e  
c a m p a ig n  to  s o f t e n  s o c i e t y ' s  a t t i tu d e  t o w a r d s  r e c l a i m a b l e  
p r o s t i t u t e s  and to  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  m e a n s  fo r  t h e m  to  f r e e  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  f r o m  th e  s in f u l  m o r a s s  in  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  t r a p p e d .  W. R .  
G r e g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  on the  s e c o n d  p a g e  o f  h i s  e a s a y  on " P r o s t i t u t io n "  
(1850), e v a l u a t e s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e - c u s t o m e r  t r a n s a c t i o n  a s  "the w o r s t  
and l o w e s t  f o r m  o f  s e x u a l  i r r e g u l a r i t y ,  th e  m o s t  r e v o l t i n g  to  the  
u n p o l lu te d  f e e l i n g s .  G r e a t ly  in f lu e n c e d  b y  P a r e n t - D u c h a t e l e t ,  
h o w e v e r ,  h e  d e v o t e s  f i f t y - s e v e n  s u b s e q u e n t  p a g e s  o f  i m p a s s i o n e d  
r h e t o r i c  and s e n t i m e n t  to  d e fe n d in g  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o s e  n a tu r e  
i s  n o t  in  a c c o r d  w ith  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  w h o  h a s  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s .
T he k e y  p h r a s e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  e s s a y  o c c u r s  in  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  
a t t i tu d e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  He d o e s  n o t  
r e f e r  to  a l l  w h o r e s ,  he  s a y s ,  b u t  o n ly  to  " a l l  w h o  a r e  n o t  w h o l ly  
l o s t "  (4 9 4 ) .  T h e l a t t e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  
f r o m  a s t a t e  o f  in n o c e n c e ,  t h o s e  w ho  h a v e  a s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  a t  
od d s w i t h  th e  v e r y  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .
W h e r e a s  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  t e n d e d  to  i g n o r e  in  p r a c t i c e  t h o s e  
w h o  w e r e  d r iv e n  to  a l i f e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  th e  w r i t e r s  and r e f o r m e r s
^W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w , LIII (J u ly  18 50 ) ,  4 4 9 .
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w h o  r e a c t e d  to  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n d e m n a t io n  w e r e  i n c l i n e d  to  
i g n o r e  a l l  t h o s e  e x c e p t  the  fa llen ,,  T o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  e n t i r e  
c l a s s ,  f r o m  L i t t l e  E m ' l y  to  " L u s h in g  L o o ,  " t h e y  d e p i c t  the  v e r y  
r e c e n t l y  f a l l e n ,  t h o s e  w h o s e  n a t u r e s  h a d  n o t  y e t  h a r d e n e d  and  
c o a r s e n e d  b y  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  c o r r u p t in g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  the  
p r o f e s s i o n .  T h u s ,  in  i t s  a t t e m p t s  to  c u r b  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  
p r o s t i t u t io n ,  T a i t ' s  E d in b u r g h  M a g a z in e  o f f e r s  n o  s c h e m e  fo r  
e x t e r m i n a t i n g  th e  e v i l ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  c a l l  u p o n  th e  p u b l ic  to  c o n f in e  
" th is  in f a m o u s  c a r e e r  to  l i m i t e d  c l a s s e s  w i t h  a  p r e d i l e c t i o n  to  
v i c e .  T h e s e  " l im i t e d  c l a s s e s "  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  m a d e  u p  o f  t h o s e  
o f  no  f a l l ,  b u t  th e  a r t i c l e  in  w h ic h  the  a p p e a l  o c c u r s  and i t s  tw o  
c o m p a n io n  p i e c e s ^  c o n c e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w ith  
th e  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  t r e a t e d  f a l l e n  w o m a n .  A b o u t  th e  s o c i a l  c o n -  
d ito n s  th a t  p r o d u c e d  t h e s e  " l im i t e d  c l a s s e s "  th e  m a g a z i n e  h a s  
n o th in g  to  s a y ,  bu t i t  i s  l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  a m a t t e r  o f  f o c u s  th a t  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  T a i t 1 s , and in d e e d  a l l  o f  t h e s e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s ,  f r o m  
l a t e - c e n t u r y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  n a t u r a l i s t s .  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  s u p e r ­
in te n d e d ,  fo r  a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  U r a n ia  C o t ta g e ,  a  h o m e  fo r
^ " T h e  D o m e s t i c  S la v e  T r a d e ,  " X X V II  (M ay  I 8 6 0 ) ,  2 6 0 .
^ " T he G r e a t e s t  S o c i a l  E v i l ,  " X X I V  ( D e c e m b e r  1857),  
7 4 7 - 7 5 2 ;  " T he G r e a t e s t  S o c i a l  E v i l ,  P a r t  II, " X X V  ( F e b r u a r y  
1858),  110-114.
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p e n i t e n t  p r o s t i t u t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  k in d n e s s  
r a t h e r  th a n  s e v e r i t y  and  on  b u i ld in g  a  n e w  c h a r a c t e r  r a t h e r  
th a n  s i m p l y  t e a r i n g  an o ld  on e  d ow n . T h e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  h o m e  
w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  in  p a r t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  t h e o r y  o f  r e f o r m a t i o n ,  
b u t  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s e l e c t i v i t y  o f  a d m i s s i o n s  to  th e  h o m e .  
T h o s e  w h o  h a d  n o  m o r a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  t h o s e  w h o s e  n a t u r e s  w e r e  a s  
c o r r u p t e d  a s  w a s  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  w e r e  r e f u s e d  a d m i s s i o n .  O n ly  
t h o s e  w h o  h a d  Ml o s t  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  and l a p s e d  in to  g u ilt"  w e r e
L
a d m it t e d .  T h u s ,  th e  w o m e n  o f  th e  h o m e  w e r e  u s u a l l y  p r e d i s p o s e d  
a g a i n s t  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  in to  w h ic h  t h e y  had b e e n  l o w e r e d ,  and the  
p r o s p e c t s  o f  r e f o r m a t i o n  and e v e n  o f  th e  w o r k  to  e f f e c t  r e f o r m a t i o n  
w e r e  l e s s  r e p u l s i v e  th a n  w a s  c o n t in u in g  in  th e  t r a d e .  E v e n  D r .  
A c to n ,  w h o s e  v i s i o n  i s  m u c h  m o r e  c a t h o l i c  th a n  th a t  o f  G r e g ,  i s  
i n c l i n e d  to  s l i p  in to  t h i s  s y n e c d o c h e  w h e r e b y  th e  c l a s s  o f  p r o s t i ­
t u t e s  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  "the h e l p l e s s  and s h u d d e r in g  v i c t i m  o f  
s e d u c t io n ,  w h o s e  f a l l ,  th o u g h  i t  h a s  s o i l e d  and s t a in e d ,  h a s  n o t
n
u t t e r l y  p o l lu t e d  h e r .  " T h u s ,  one o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  the  
E v a n g e l i c a l s ' ,  g a v e  w a y  to  a n o t h e r ,  th a t  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s .
° C h a r l e s  D i c k e n s ,  " H o m e s  f o r  H o m e l e s s  W o m e n ,  "
H o u s e h o ld  W o r d s , VII [ ( A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 8 5 3 )] ,  169.
^P r o s t i t u t i o n , e d .  P e t e r  F r y e r  (L o n d o n ,  1968),  p . 216.
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T h e  e f f e c t  o f  a  v ig o r o u s  c a m p a ig n  w a g e d  b y  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  
and  a b e t te d  b y  th e  s t a g e  o f  V i c t o r i a n  m e l o d r a m a  w ith  i t s  s u f f e r in g  
s i n n e r s  c a s t  ou t  in to  a s n o w s t o r m  o f  u n i v e r s a l  c o n d e m n a t io n  w a s  
to  c r e a t e  a n e w  s t e r e o t y p e  w h ic h  b y  th e  en d  o f  th e  f i f t i e s  w a s  a l l  
to o  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  as  a c c u r a t e .  T he p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  w a s  
s t i l l  d e g r a d e d ,  and s h e  w a s  s t i l l  found  a m id  f i l t h  and s q u a lo r ;  but  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e  h e r s e l f  w a s  th o u g h t  to  b e  an  a n o m a ly  in  t h i s  s c e n e ,  
fo r  h e r  o w n  n a tu r e  r e b e l l e d  a t  h e r  t r a d e  no l e s s  th a n  d id  th e  
n a t u r e s  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s .  T h u s ,  a k in d  o f  d u a l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h  
to  p r o s t i t u t io n  p r e v a i l e d ,  and t h i s  w a s  th e  a p p r o a c h  th a t  p r o v e d  
m o s t  c o n g e n ia l  to  th e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  a u th o r s  o f  b o th  f i c t i v e  
and  n o n - f i c t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e .
T h e  f i l t h  and  the s q u a lo r  r e m a i n e d .  If a n y th in g ,  t h e y  w e r e  
m o r e  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  m o r e  a c c e n t u a t e d  to  p r o v id e  a g r e a t e r  c o n t r a s t  
to  the  in n e r  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  G r e g ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  d e s ­
c r i b e s  th e  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  w o m a n  w h o  h a s  " r e a c h e d  the  
l a s t  s t e p  o f  h e r  d o w n w a r d  p r o g r e s s ,  and h a s  b e c o m e  a  c o m m o n  
p r o s t i t u t e " :
E v e r y  c a l a m i t y  th a t  c a n  a f f l i c t  h u m a n  n a tu r e  s e e m s  to  
h a v e  g a t h e r e d  ro u n d  h e r ,  - - c o l d ,  h u n g e r ,  d i s e a s e ,  o f t e n  
a b s o lu t e  s t a r v a t io n .  . . . S h e  i s  d r i v e n  out . . .  t o  w a n d e r  
th r o u g h  th e  s t r e e t s  b y  n ig h t ,  fo r  a  c h a n c e  o f  e a r n i n g  a  
m e a l  b y  th e  m o s t  l o a t h s o m e  la b o u r  th a t  i m a g i n a t i o n  c a n  
p i c t u r e .  (452 )
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T h e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  p r o s t i t u t e s  d w e l l ,  s a y s  G r e g ,  a r e  " m o s t  
l o a t h s o m e  a b o d e s  o f  s in  and m i s e r y "  (4 4 9 ) .  One i s  r e m i n d e d  o f  
th e  h o u s e  in  B lu e g a t e  F i e l d s  v i s i t e d  b y  M a y h e w  ( s e e  a b o v e ,  pp.  
3 6 - 3 8 )  w h ic h  i s  s u r e l y  o f  th e  ty p e  G r e g  h a s  in  m in d  w h e n  he  
r e f e r s  to  "the l o w e s t  d e n s  o f  f i l t h  and p o l lu t io n ,  w h e r e  h u m a n  
d e s p a i r  and d e g r a d a t io n  e v e r  d r a g g e d  i t s e l f  to  d ie "  (4 4 9 ) .  W h en  
s h e  d o e s  c o m e  to  d ie ,  s a y s  G r e g ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  fou n d  on  "a  
w r e t c h e d  p a l l e t ,  in  a f i l t h y  g a r r e t ,  w ith  no  c o m p a n io n s  but the  
r u f f ia n s ,  d r u n k a r d s ,  and h a r l o t s  w ith  w h o m  s h e  had c a s t  in  h e r  
lo t ;  a m id  b r u t a l  c u r s e s ,  r ib a ld  la n g u a g e ,  and d r u n k e n  la u g h t e r "  
(4 5 5 ) .
T h e  s q u a lo r  i s  e m p h a s i z e d  e v e n  m o r e  in  f i c t i o n  th a n  in  
th e  e s s a y s  o f  the  p e r i o d .  T he h o u s e  in  w h i c h  M a r th a  m a k e s  h e r  
h o m e  in  D ic k e n s '  D a v id  C o p p e r f i e ld  (1851) b e s p e a k s  a fa d e d  
g l o r y  l ik e  th a t  o f  M a r th a  and L i t t l e  E m ' l y  w h o  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  
i n n o c e n c e :
It w a s  a b r o a d  p a n e l l e d  s t a i r c a s e ,  w ith  a m a s s i v e  
b a lu s t r a d e  o f  s o m e  d a r k  w ood; c o r n i c e s  a b o v e  th e  
d o o r s ,  o r n a m e n t e d  w ith  c a r v e d  f r u i t  and f l o w e r s ;  and  
b r o a d  s e a t s  in  th e  w in d o w s .  B ut a l l  t h e s e  t o k e n s  o f  
p a s t  g r a n d e u r  w e r e  m i s e r a b l y  d e c a y e d  and d ir ty ;  
r o t ,  d a m p ,  and a g e ,  h a d  w e a k e n e d  th e  f l o o r i n g  w h ic h  
in  m a n y  p l a c e s  w a s  u n so u n d  and e v e n  u n s a fe  . . . .
S e v e r a l  o f  th e  b a c k w in d o w s  on  th e  s t a i r c a s e  h a d  b e e n  
d a r k e n e d  o r  w h o l ly  b lo c k e d  up . In t h o s e  th a t  r e m a i n e d ,
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t h e r e  w a s  s c a r c e l y  a n y  g l a s s ;  and , th r o u g h  the c r u m b l in g  
f r a m e s  b y  w h ic h  th e  b a d  a ir  s e e m e d  a lw a y s  to c o m e  in ,  
and n e v e r  to  g o  ou t ,  I s a w ,  th r o u g h  th e  g l a s s l e s s  w i n ­
d o w s ,  in to  o th e r  h o u s e s  in  a s i m i l a r  c o n d i t io n ,  and  lo o k e d  
g id d i l y  d o w n  in to  a  w r e t c h e d  y a r d ,  w h ic h  w a s  th e  c o m m o n  
d u s t  h e a p  o f  th e  m a n s i o n .  ^
T h e p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  f r e q u e n t ly  a s  f i l t h y  and  
s q u a l id  a s  a r e  t h e i r  d w e l l i n g s .  D a v id  o b s e r v e s  th a t  M a r th a  " w as  
w o r n  and h a g g a r d ,  and th a t  h e r  s u n k e n  e y e s  e x p r e s s e d  p r iv a t io n  
and e n d u r a n c e "  (II, 331). A l i c e  M a r w o o d ,  i n  th e  s a m e  a u th o r 's  
D o m b e y  and S o n  (1848), i s  " m i s e r a b l y  d r e s s e d "  and h a s  a  fa c e  
in  w h ic h  i s  s e e n  "a d a u n t l e s s  and d e p r a v e d  in d i f f e r e n c e  to  m o r e  
th a n  w e a t h e r ;  a  c a r e l e s s n e s s  o f  w h a t  w a s  c a s t  u p on  h e r  b a r e  h e a d  
f r o m  h e a v e n  o r  e a r t h .  A nd  in  F r o u d e ' s  " T he L ie u t e n a n t ' s  
D a u g h t e r ,  " C a t h e r in e  G r a y  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  h o r r i f y i n g  s c a r e c r o w
H e r  t a t t e r e d  s h o e s  h a d  n o t  s e r v e d  to  c o v e r  h e r  f e e t ,  
w h ic h  w e r e  w o u n d e d  and b le e d in g ;  h e r  d r e s s  w a s  t o r n  
and s o i l e d ,  and h e r  lo n g  d a r k  h a i r ,  w h i c h  f lo w e d  out  
u n c o n f in e d  f r o m  u n d e r  h e r  b o n n e t ,  w a s  a l l  th e  s h a d in g  
w h ic h  h id  h e r  n e c k  f r o m  th e  m o o n .  T he h a g g a r d  p r o f i l e
O
P a r t  II, T he W o r k s  o f  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  (N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  
E d it io n )  (N e w  Y o r k ,  n . d. ), IX , 3 7 1 -3 7 2 .
^ D o m b e y  and S o n , P a r t  II, W o r k s ,  VIII, 61.
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l y i n g  up  in  the  l i g h t  on  th a t  m o u r n fu l  p i l l o w ,  s h o w e d  
d e e p  f i e r c e  l i n e s  o f  f a m in e  . . . .  So th in  s h e  w a s ,  the  
g r a s s  s e e m e d  s c a r c e l y  to  b en d  u n d e r  h e r  w e ig h t ,  ^
T h r o u g h  th e  f i c t i o n  o f  an  e n t i r e  a g e  p a s s e s  f l e e t i n g l y  "the g h o s t ly  
f ig u r e  o . ° in  i t s  d in g ly  g a r m e n t s ,  [w h o ]  l e e r e d  a t  h i m  w ith  d u l l ,  
fa d e d  e y e ,  and s t r e t c h e d  a w a n ,  d ir t y  han d  fo r  a l m s ,  and a c c o s t e d  
h i m  in  the  h o l l o w  w h i s p e r  th a t  t e l l s  o f  s o r e  t r o u b le ,  and w a n t ,  and  
w e a k n e s s ,  and g in .
B u t t h i s  i s  w h e r e  th e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  
c o n c e p t io n  and th a t  o f  the  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  e n d s ,  fo r  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  
d e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  l a t t e r  w e r e  f o r c e d  in to  the l i f e .  T h e y  d id  n o t  
c h o o s e  to  d e g r a d e  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h is  im p o r t a n t  fa c t  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  
s t a t e d  b y  G r e g :  " G ra n t in g  a l l  th a t  i s  o r  c a n  b e  s a id  o f  th e  i d l e n e s s ,
e x t r a v a g a n c e ,  and  lo v e  o f  d r e s s  o f  t h e s e  p o o r  w o m e n ,  th e  n u m b e r  
o f  t h o s e  w h o  w o u ld  a d o p t  s u c h  a l i f e ,  w e r e  an y  o th e r  m e a n s  o f  
o b ta in in g  a n  a d e q u a te  m a in t e n a n c e  o p e n  to  th e m ,  w i l l  be  a l l o w e d  
o n  a l l  h a n d s  to  b e  s m a l l  in d e e d "  (461). And th e  tw o  f a c t o r s  th a t  
w e r e  i n v a r i a b l y  a t t r ib u te d  to  f o r c i n g  w o m e n  in to  p r o s t i t u t io n
l ^ Z e t a  ( P s e u d ,  f o r  J a m e s  A n th o n y  F r o u d e ) ,  S h a d o w s  o f  
th e  C lo u d s  (L o n d o n ,  1847 ) ,  p . 210.
^ G ood F o r  N o t h in g ; o r , A l l  D o w n  H i l l , i n  T h e  W o r k s  o f  
G. J .  W h y t e - M e l v i l l e  (L o n d o n ,  1902),  X X III, 134.
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w e r e  p o v e r t y  and  s e d u c t io n .
Of th e  tw o  c a u s e s ,  p o v e r t y  a p p e a r s  to  be th e  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  
an d , p r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c ,  i s  l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  the  
c a u s e  in  f i c t i o n  fo r  a  g i r l ' s  f a l l .  T h e  e s s a y i s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n i v e r ­
s a l l y  a g r e e  to  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  In f a c t ,  o f  th e  m o r e  th a n  f iv e
th o u s a n d  w h o r e s  in t e r v i e w e d  b y  D u c h a t e l e t ,  m o r e  p le a d e d  p o v e r t y
12to  a c c o u n t  fo r  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n s  th a n  p le a d e d  s e d u c t io n .  I n t e r e s t in g ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  t h e s e  e s s a y i s t s  in t e r p r e t  p o v e r t y ' s  p a r t  
in  a  w o m a n 's  f a l l  f a r  d i f f e r e n t l y  th a n  d o e s  " A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te ,  " 
th e  p r o d u c t  o f  an  i m p o v e r i s h e d  s lu m .  F o r  " A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te "  
p o v e r t y  w a s  th e  m a j o r  c a u s e  fo r  a t o t a l l y  a m o r a l  u p b r in g in g  and  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  th e  l o g i c a l  and s i n l e s s  m e a n s  o f  e s c a p i n g  p o v e r t y .
F o r  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o v e r t y  f o r c e s  a  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  and  s t a r v a t i o n  s o m e t i m e  in  th e  l i f e  o f  a g i r l  w ho  h a s  
b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p  m o r a l l y .  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  s u f f e r s  n o  f a l l  
b e c a u s e  s h e  n e v e r  h a s  a n y  m o r a l  s e n s e ,  n e v e r  k n o w s  to  c h o o s e  
b e t w e e n  g o o d  and e v i l .  T he e s s a y i s t s ,  in  p o s i t in g  a m o r a l  b a c k ­
g r o u n d  b eh in d  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e y  d i s c u s s ,  do a s s u m e  th a t  t h e r e  
i s  a  c h o ic e  b e t w e e n  l i f e  and d e a th .  W h e r e a s  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  
m o v e s  in to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  n a t u r a l ly ,  t h e s e  o t h e r s ,  in  a c c e p t i n g  v i c e
12E l l i s ,  VI, 2 5 6 - 2 5 7 .
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th r o u g h  a  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  th a t  and d e a th ,  m o v e  in to  a  p r o f e s s i o n  
at od d s  w ith  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e s .  T h u s ,  a lth o u g h  G r e g  
a c k n o w le d g e s  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h o s e  " for w h o m  t h e r e  i s  no  f a l l ,  
f o r  t h e y  s to o d  a l r e a d y  on  th e  l o w e s t  l e v e l  o f  e x i s t e n c e "  ( s e e  
a b o v e ,  pp. 6 4 - 6 5 ) ,  h e  p a s s e s  q u ic k ly  o v e r  t h e m  to  c o n s i d e r  a t  
l e n g t h  t h o s e  w h o s e  " f i l i a l  and m a t e r n a l  a f f e c t io n "  h a v e  d r iv e n  
"to at l e a s t  o c c a s i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  a s  a m e a n s ,  and th e  o n ly  
m e a n s  l e f t  to  t h e m ,  o f  e a r n i n g  b r e a d  fo r  t h o s e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
t h e m  fo r  s u p p o r t"  (4 6 0 ) .  He r e c o u n t s  on e  a n e c d o te  o f  a c h i ld  
b r o u g h t  up in  an  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i f  a n y th in g ,  w o r s e  th a n  th a t  o f  
" A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te .  " T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  g i r l ,  an o r p h a n ,  r a n  a w a y  
f r o m  a c r u e l  m i s t r e s s  and t o o k  r e f u g e  in  a " lo w  lo d g i n g - h o u s e "  
and s o o n  l e a r n e d  to  s w e a r  a s  th e  o t h e r s ,  b o th  g i r l s  and b o y s ,  d id .  
B e c a u s e  a g r e a t  m a n y  p e o p le  l i v e d  w ith in  a v e r y  s m a l l  a r e a ,  
th e  g i r l  l e a r n e d  a l l  the  s e c r e t s  o f  s e x .  W h en  s h e  w a s  t w e l v e  y e a r s  
o ld ,  s h e  b e c a m e  th e  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r  o f  a f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  b o y .  
W ith in  s i x  m o n t h s ,  s h e  t e l l s  G r e g ,  s h e  c o n t r a c t e d  s y p h i l i s .  W ith in  
a n o th e r  s i x  m o n th s  s h e  w a s  e a r n i n g  m o n e y  as a p r o s t i t u t e  c o n ­
s o r t i n g  w ith  v e r y  lo w  m e n  fo r  v e r y  s m a l l  f e e s .  E v e n t u a l l y  d r i v e n  
to  t h i e v e r y ,  s h e  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  t e r m s  in  j a i l .  W hen  G r e g  r e f e r s  
to  h e r ,  s h e  i s  b a c k  w o r k in g  a s  a p r o s t i t u t e .  B ut e v e n  t h i s  g i r l ,  
s a y s  G r e g ,  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  n o th in g  b u t d e p r a v i t y  p r a c t i c a l l y  f r o m
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in f a n c y ,  f e e l s  th a t  s h e  h a s  f a l l e n .  E v e n  s h e  f e e l s  a s e n s e  o f  
s i n  and o f  w r o n g d o in g .  S h e  h a s  a s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
at  odds w ith  h e r  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  ( 4 9 6 - 4 9 8 ) .  F o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t ,  
h o w e v e r ,  th e  w o m e n  d i s c u s s e d  b y  G r e g  w e r e  h o n e s t  u n t i l  t h e y  
r e a c h e d  a d u lth o o d  and s t o o d  f a c e  to  f a c e  w ith  p o v e r t y .  C it in g  
M a y h e w 's  l e t t e r s  to  th e  M o r n in g  C h r o n ic le , G r e g  s u m m a r i z e s  
th e  s t o r i e s  o f  s e v e r a l  w o m e n  a l l  o f  w h o s e  c a r e e r s  h a v e  the  s a m e  
fo r m u la :  w h e n  t h e y  c a n n o t  m a k e  a l i v in g  w a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  
s e w i n g  d o e s  n o t  p r o v id e  e v e n  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  t h e s e  w o m e n  
go  ou t in to  the  s t r e e t s  in  a d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t  to  s u r v i v e .  One  
w a s  a d v i s e d  b y  h e r  c o - w o r k e r s  to  "go w r o n g "  w h e n  s h e  c o u ld  no  
l o n g e r  f e e d  h e r s e l f .  She i s  c o n v in c e d  th a t  n o t  one  " s lo p "  w o r k e r  
a m id  L o n d o n 's  t h o u s a n d s  c a n  a f fo r d  th e  lu x u r y  o f  v ir tu e  ( 4 6 2 - 4 6 3 ) .  
A n o th e r  c l a i m s  th a t  s h e  t r i e d  to  r e m a i n  h o n e s t ,  but th a t  a f t e r  h e r  
h u sb a n d  and tw o  c h i l d r e n  d ie d  o f  s i c k n e s s  and f a m in e ,  s h e  w a s  
" fo r c e d "  o u t  to  th e  s t r e e t s  ( 4 6 4 - 4 6 5 ) .  In t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l s  th e  
a c c o u n t s  g iv e n  b y  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  a g r e e  w ith  th e  tw o  n o te d  h e r e .
In L o n d o n  L a b o u r  an d  th e  L o n d o n  P o o r , M a y h e w  t e l l s  o f  th e  g i r l  
r e c e n t l y  c o m e  w ith  h e r  f a t h e r  f r o m  R o c h d a le .  B e c a u s e  th e  l a t t e r  
i s  s i c k  and in  n e e d  o f  m e d i c i n e ,  and b e c a u s e  th e  g i r l  c a n n o t  g e t
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13w o r k ,  s h e  d e b a s e s  h e r s e l f  b y  g o in g  o u t  on  th e  s t r e e t s .  A nd D r .  
A c t o n  t e l l s  o f  s e e i n g  a s e v e n t e e n - y e a r - o l d  g i r l  in  F r a n c e  a n n o u n ce  
th a t  s h e  i s  ab ou t to  b e g in  "a l i f e  o f  in fa m y "  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  n o th in g  
to  e a t  and  b e c a u s e  s h e  w e a r s  o n ly  th e  b a r e s t  r a g s .  A p p a l le d  by  
h e r  p i t ia b le  s i t u a t io n ,  A c t o n  a s k s ,  "Do m a n y  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  w e  m a y  
w e l l  a s k ,  e n t e r  u p on  t h e i r  c a r e e r  in  th is  w a y ?  Is t h e ir  n a m e  
l e g io n "  (109-110)?
E s s a y i s t s  and n o v e l i s t s  a l ik e  a g r e e d  th a t  s e d u c t io n  w a s  an  
im p o r t a n t  c a u s e  fo r  g i r l s  b e c o m i n g  p r o s t i t u t e s .  S e v e r a l  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  th e  r o l e  o f  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  and m e r c e n a r y  s e d u c e r s ,  
w o m e n  l ik e  M i s s  A r th u r  in  "T he L i e u t e n a n t ’s D a u g h te r ,  " and  
on e  p r o s t i t u t e  i n t e r v i e w e d  f o r  M a y h e w 's  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  a t t r ib u t e s  
h e r  f a l l  to  a  b a w d  in to  w h o s e  h o u s e  s h e  w a n d e r e d  a i m l e s s l y  w h e n  
n e w  to  L o n d o n  (2 4 6 ) .  O f fa r  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  th e  
m a l e  s e d u c e r  w h o  to o  s o o n  u n d e c e iv e d  and a b a n d o n ed  th e  g i r l  w h o s e  
h o n o r  h e  h a d  ta k e n .  He w a s  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d  in  b e c a u s e  m a n y  
p r o s t i t u t e s  c l a i m e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  s e d u c e d .  T he T i m e s , f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
e d i t o r i a l i z e d  in  1858 th a t  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  "the c o n t a g io n  o f  v i c e ,  c o u ld
(N e w  Y o r k ,  1968 ) ,  IV , 2 5 6 .  A l l  c i t a t i o n s  a r e  f r o m  V o l.  IV.
A c to n ,  p . 127; c f .  Iw an  B lo c h ,  S e x u a l  L i f e  in  E n g la n d  P a s t  
and P r e s e n t ,  t r a n s .  W i l l i a m  H. F o r s t e r n  (L o n d o n , 1958 ) ,  p. 100.
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b e  b e s t  e l i m i n a t e d  b y  m a k in g  i t  u n d e r s t o o d  th a t  e v e n  a m o n g  a  
m a n ' s  f e l l o w s  and a s s o c i a t e s  i m m o r a l i t y  i s  a  th in g  to  be  
a s h a m e d  of. T h e  n e w s p a p e r ' s  r e m a r k  w a s  p r o m p t e d  b y  a
l e t t e r  i t  h ad  r e c e i v e d  and p r in t e d  f r o m  "One M o r e  U n fo r tu n a te "  
w h o  s t a t e s  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  L o n d o n  b e c a u s e  
th e  s e d u c e d  w o m a n  i s  d r i v e n  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  w h i le  "the s e d u c e r  i s  
c o u n t e n a n c e d  and c o u r t e d .  11 "One M o r e  U n fo r tu n a te "  h e r s e l f  w a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  a g o v e r n e s s  s e d u c e d  b y  th e  s o n  o f  th e  p e o p le  fo r  w h o m  
s h e  w o r k e d .  ^  One w r i t e r ,  a p p a r e n t ly  u n c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  i m ­
p o r t a n c e  o f  s e d u c t i o n  a s  a c a u s e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  c r i t i c i z e s  o r a t o r s  
and w r i t e r s  w h o  d e a l  w ith  p r o s t i t u t e s  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  s e d u c e d  
in n o c e n t s :  " T h e y  r e g a r d  e v e r y  one o f  t h e s e  p e r s o n s ,  " s a y s  th e
w r i t e r  f o r  T a i t ' s , "as h a v in g  o n c e  b e e n  c o n f id in g  and p u r e  in  th o u g h t  
and w o r d .  T h e y  s p e a k  o f  t h e m  a s  h a v in g  l o v e d ,  n o t  w i s e l y  b u t  to o
w e l l .  [O n e  r e f o r m e r ]  t a lk e d  to  th e  f e m a l e s  a r o u n d  h i m  a s  i f  th e y
17h a d  a l l  b e e n  d e c e i v e d  b y  m e n  w h o  a r e  w o r s e  th a n  m u r d e r e r s .  "
B u t th is  s a m e  w r i t e r ,  w r i t i n g  a g a in  i n  T a i t ' s , tu r n s  a ro u n d  and  
r e f e r s  to  th e  c l a s s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  a s  s e d u c e d  v i c t i m s :  " T he w o m a n
^ J a n u a r y  8 ,  1 8 5 8 , p . 6.
^ L e t t e r  to  th e  e d i t o r ,  T h e T i m e s , F e b r u a r y  11, 1858 , p . 9. 
17" T h e  D o m e s t i c  S la v e  T r a d e ,  " p . 2 54 ,
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f la u n t in g  in  s i l k  and s a t i n  . . . w a s  o n c e  a  h a p p y  c o u n t r y  g i r l ,
w i th  the f lu s h  o f  h e a l t h  u p on  th a t  n o w  b r a z e n  c h e e k - - i t  i s  h e r  ’fa te '
] 8to  b e g u i le  m a n y ,  b e in g  b e g u i le d  b y  o n e .  "
T h o s e  w h o  c l a i m e d  th a t  s e d u c t io n s  o f  th i s  s o r t  and w ith  
t h e s e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  e x i s t e d  o n ly  in  th e  im a g i n a t i o n s  o f  w r i t e r s  
had  o n ly  to  tu r n  to  i n f o r m a t io n  f u r n i s h e d  b y  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e m s e l v e s .  
"One M o r e  U n fo r tu n a te "  p r o v id e d  one  e x a m p le ;  D ic k e n s  t o ld  o f  
o t h e r s  and M a y h e w  o f  s t i l l  m o r e .  In " H o m e s  fo r  H o m e l e s s  W o m e n ,  
D ic k e n s  d e s c r i b e s  an  " e x t r e m e l y  p r e t t y  g i r l  o f  tw e n ty "  w h o  w a s  
s e d u c e d ,  b e c a m e  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  s p e n t  t i m e  in  s e v e r a l  in s t i t u t io n s  
and p r i s o n s  b e f o r e  c o m in g  to  U r a n ia  C o t ta g e  (1 7 4 -1 7 5 ) .  T h is  w a s  
n o  f ig m e n t  o f  an  a u t h o r 's  im a g i n a t i o n  but a r e a l  p e r s o n ,  s u p e r ­
in te n d e d  b y  D i c k e n s ,  w h o  e v e n t u a l l y  e m i g r a t e d  and b e c a m e  "a g o o d ,  
in d u s t r i o u s ,  h a p p y  w i f e "  (175).
G ir l s  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  M a y h e w  a t t e s t  to  th e  e x i s t e n c e  and  
e x t e n t  o f  s e d u c t io n s  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  g r o t e s q u e  s t o r i e s .  E l l e n  
b e c a m e  a p r o s t i t u t e  a f t e r  h e r  p a r e n t s  s o ld  h e r ,  a t h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d  
c h i ld ,  to  "a g e n t le m a n "  w h o  to o k  h e r  to  a b r o t h e l ,  d r u g g e d  h e r ,  
and r a p e d  h e r  (213). A n o th e r ,  "the v i c t i m  o f d e l i b e r a t e  c o l d ­
b lo o d e d  s e d u c t io n ,  " w a s  a b a n d o n ed  b y  h e r  s e d u c e r  a f t e r  s h e  b o r e
18" T he G r e a t e s t  S o c i a l  E v i l ,  " p . 7 4 8 .
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M s  c M ld  and  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e d u c e d  to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  th r o u g h  
p o v e r t y  (2 2 2 ) .  Y e t  a n o th e r  to ld  M a y h e w  in  e x t e n s i v e  d e t a i l  h o w  
s h e  w a s  s e d u c e d ,  d r u g g e d ,  and v io l a t e d  w h e n  s h e  w a s  s i x t e e n  
y e a r s  o ld  (2 4 0 ) .  T h e d a u g h te r  o f  a w e a l t h y  f a r m e r  c l a i m e d  th a t  
h e r  f ia n c e  a b d u c te d  h e r  to  L o n d o n  w h e r e  h e  r a p e d  h e r  and m a d e  
h e r  h is  m i s t r e s s  (260 ) .  F i n a l ly ,  the  d a u g h te r  o f  a G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  
c u r a t e  b e c a m e  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  s h e  s a id ,  w h e n  th e  s o n  o f  th e  f a m i l y  
fo r  w h ic h  s h e  w o r k e d  as  a  g o v e r n e s s  f o o le d  h e r  w ith  a  fa k e  m a r r ia g e  
s e r v i c e ,  q u ic k ly  r u in e d  h i s  " b r id e "  and  th e n  l e f t  h e r  to  m a k e  h e r  
o w n  w a y  in  th e  w o r ld  ( 2 4 3 - 2 4 4 ) .
V ic t o r ia n  f i c t i o n  e v i d e n c e s  a p l e t h o r a  o f  s e d u c t i o n s .  In M r s .  
N o r to n 's  L o s t  and S a v e d , B e a t r i c e  B r o o k e  e l o p e s  to  g e t  m a r r i e d  
to  M o n ta g u e  T r a h e r n e ,  b u t  h e  h i r e s  a m a n  to  i m p e r s o n a t e  a  
c l e r g y m a n .  O n ly  a f t e r  s h e  h a s  u n w i t t in g ly  b e c o m e  h i s  m i s t r e s s  
d o e s  T r a h e r n e  r e v e a l  the  tr u th  to  B e a t r i c e  w ho  h a s  l o s t  h e r  h o n o r
19and r e p u ta t io n  and m u s t  r e m a i n  h i s  m i s t r e s s  u n t i l  h e  t i r e s  o f  h e r .
In A l f r e d  B u t l e r ' s  E lp h i n s t o n e , C h r y s o s t o m o s  H o lto n  k n o w s  th a t  
A m e l i a  W i l l ia m s  a d o r e s  h im .  He t e l l s  h e r  th a t  h e  m u s t  go  a w a y ,  
c o n v in c e s  h e r  at the l a s t  m in u te  to  r id e  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  w ith  h im  
in  the c o a c h ,  and th e n  t e l l s  th e  s t a r r y - e y e d  g i r l  th a t  t h e y  h a v e  g o n e
19(London, 1863), pp. 119-121.
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s o  f a r  th a t  s h e  c a n n o t  r e t u r n ,  f o r  h e r  r e p u t a t io n  i s  l o s t  r e g a r d l e s s
o f  h e r  v i r t u e .  2 *“* In F e l i c i a  S k e n e ' s  H id d e n  D e p th s  , C o lo n e l
C o u r t e n a y ' s  p r o m i s e  o f  m a r r i a g e  i s  e n o u g h  to  c o n v in c e  L o is
B r o o k  to s n e a k  a w a y  f r o m  h e r  h o m e  w ith  h im .  W h en  h e  g r o w s
t i r e d  o f  h e r ,  h e  l e a v e s  h e r  a  l i t t l e  m o n e y  and  th e  a d d r e s s  o f  a
" h o te l"  to  w h ic h  s h e  i s  to  r e p a i r  and  w a i t  f o r  h im .  He n e v e r
c o m e s , ^  In D o m b e y  and S o n  A l i c e  M a r w o o d  i s  d e f l o w e r e d  b y
C a r k e r  (w ith  h e r  o w n  m o t h e r ' s  p a s s i v e ,  i f  n o t  a c t i v e ,  h e lp ) .
W h en  s h e  i s  a c c u s e d  o f  r o b b e r y  and s e n t e n c e d  to  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
A l i c e  s a y s ,  C a r k e r  i s  " w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  I s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  a b r o a d ,
b e y o n d  th e  r e a c h  o f  f u r t h e r  t r o u b le  to  h im ,  and s h o u ld  d ie ,  and
r o t  t h e r e "  (H, 4 2 2 ) .  In T r o l l o p e ' s  C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r , G e o r g e
V a v a s o r  g e t s  r id  o f  h i s  m i s t r e s s  b y  s e t t i n g  h e r  up in  a s m a l l
b u s i n e s s  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  b r in g  in  e n o u g h  m o n e y  "to f e e d  a b ir d ,  "
bu t,  the  g i r l  p r o t e s t s ,  s h e  h ad  no a l t e r n a t i v e  but to  go  t h e r e :  "I
w a s  o b l ig e d  to  go t h e r e  b e c a u s e  y o u  to o k  m y  o th e r  h o m e  a w a y  
7 7f r o m  m e .  " F i n a l l y ,  R h o d a  M a s o n ,  in  M r s .  H o u s to u n 's  
"R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y ", i s  b e t r a y e d  b y  "a g o o d - lo o k in g  and
2 ° (L on d on , 1841), II, 1 3 6 -1 3 8 .
2 * (E d in b u r g h ,  1866),  I, 6 7 -7 1 .  
2 2 (N e w  Y o r k ,  1893),  III, 2 6 2 .
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t h o r o u g h ly  p r o f l i g a t e  y o u n g  m a n ,  h e a r t l e s s ,  v a in ,  and  
f r i v o l o u s .  W h en  R h o d a  i n f o r m s  h e r  s e d u c e r  th a t  s h e  i s  p r e g ­
n a n t  w ith  h is  c h i ld ,  h e  s e n d s  fo r  h e r ,  but w h e n  s h e  a r r i v e s  in  
L o n d o n  h e  i s  n o t  t h e r e  to  m e e t  h e r .  She l e a r n s ,  f in a l l y ,  th a t  he  
h a s  gon e  a b r o a d  on  an e x t e n d e d  v a c a t io n  (323 ) .  S e d u c t io n  and a l l  
i t s  c o m p l e x  v a r i e t i e s  w e r e  f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t s  f o r  th e  V ic t o r i a n  
n o v e l i s t .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  v a r i e t i e s  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  in  s u b s e q u e n t  
c h a p t e r s .
T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a t t r ib u t in g  a w o m a n 's  p r o s t i t u t io n  to  
p o v e r t y  or  s e d u c t io n  i s  th a t  i t  r e m o v e s  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and g u i l t  
f r o m  h e r .  T h u s ,  t h e r e  i s  no  n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  
w h a t  a  g i r l  i s  p h y s i c a l l y ,  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  and w h a t  s h e  i s  s p i r i t u a l l y .  
T h e  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  tw o  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  b e in g  
w a s  w i d e l y  e x p l o r e d  in  V ic t o r i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e e n t i r e  b a s i s  f o r  
u n d e r m in in g  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  r e s t s  
on  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s '  c l a i m  th a t  h e r  n a tu r e ,  h e r  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  w a s  
t o t a l l y  a t  od d s  w ith  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  and h e r  p h y s i c a l  b e in g .
A c c o r d in g  to  t h e s e  h u m a n e  in d iv i d u a l s ,  i t  w a s  l o g i c a l  to  
a s s u m e  th a t  i f  a  g i r l  w a s  f o r c e d  in to  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  s h e  w o u ld  c e r ­
t a i n l y  n o t  be  h a p p y  i n  th e  p r o f e s s i o n .  O n ly  "the u n k n o w in g  w o r ld ,  "
^ ( L o n d o n ,  1863), p. 322.
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s a y s  W. R . G r e g ,  c o u ld  b e  n a iv e  e n o u g h  to  a s s u m e  th a t  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e ' s  l i f e  i s  a h a p p y  o n e .  F a r  f r o m  it: "If th e  e x t r e m i t y
o f  h u m a n  w r e t c h e d n e s s  . . .  i s  a p a s s p o r t  to  o u r  c o m p a s s i o n ,  
e v e r y  h e a r t  s h o u ld  b l e e d  fo r  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  an  E n g l i s h  p r o s t i t u t e ,  
a s  i t  n e v e r  b le d  a t  a n y  f o r m  o f  w o e  b e f o r e "  (451). S i m i l a r l y ,  
C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  w r o t e  to  e a c h  r e s i d e n t  o f  U r a n ia  C o tta g e  t e l l i n g  
h e r  th a t  h e r  l i f e  had  b e e n  " d r e a d fu l  in  i t s  n a tu r e  and c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  
and fu l l  of a f f l i c t io n ,  m i s e r y ,  and d e s p a i r  to  h e r s e l f .  T he
p r o s t i t u t e  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  G r e g  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d  a m id  d e p r a v i t y  
c l a i m e d  th a t  e v e n  th o u g h  s h e  b e g a n  in  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  p r a c t i c a l l y  
b e f o r e  sh e  k n e w  r ig h t  f r o m  w r o n g ,  s h e  w a s  n e v e r  h a p p y  a s  a 
w h o r e  (4 9 7 ) .  A  w o m a n  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  M a y h e w  s a id  m u c h  th e  s a m e  
th in g :  "I s w e a r  to  God I h a v e n ' t  had  a  m o m e n t ' s  h a p p i n e s s  . . .
e x c e p t  w h e n  I 'v e  b e e n  d ea d  d r u n k  o r  m a u d l in "  (222 ) .
T h is  l a s t  s t a t e m e n t  b r in g s  up  a  f u r t h e r  p o in t .  In th e  
E v a n g e l i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n ,  d r u n k e n n e s s  is s im p ly  on e m o r e  a s p e c t  
o f  the p r o s t i t u t e ' s  h e d o n i s m .  T h is  i s  a t t e s t e d  to ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
b y  th e  fo u r  p r o s t i t u t e s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  M a y h e w  w h o  h o p e  to  g e t  d ru n k  
in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  an " o r g ie "  ( s e e  a b o v e ,  p. 41). B ut a s
^ L e t t e r s  F r o m  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  to  A n g e la  B u r d e t t - C o u t t s , 
1841-1865 , e d .  w i t h  an  I n tr o d u c t io n  b y  E d g a r  J o h n s o n  (L o n d o n ,
1955) ,  p. 79  (M ay 2 6 ,  1846).
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h u m a n i t a r ia n s  i n t e r p r e t  h e r ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  d r in k s ,  n o t  fo r  
h e d o n i s t i c  p l e a s u r e ,  b u t  s o  th a t  s h e  m ig h t  o b l i t e r a t e  a l l  a w a r e n e s s  
o f  h e r  m i s e r a b l e  e x i s t e n c e , ,  A c c o r d i n g  to  G r e g ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  "ply  
t h e i r  w r e t c h e d  t r a d e  w i t h  a  lo a t h in g  and a b h o r r e n c e  w h ic h  o n ly  
p e r p e t u a l  s e m i - i n t o x i c a t i o n  c a n  d e a d e n  o r  e n d u r e "  (4 5 2 ) .  He c a l l s  
u p o n  M a y h e w 's  l e t t e r s  to  th e  M o r n in g  C h r o n i c l e  to  t e s t i f y  to  th e  
f a c t  "that g in  a lo n e  e n a b l e s  t h e m  to  l i v e  o r  a c t;  th a t  w ith o u t  i t s  
c o n s t a n t  s t i m u l u s  and s t u p e f a c t io n ,  t h e y  w o u ld  lo n g  s i n c e  h a v e  . . . 
g o n e  m a d  f r o m  m e n t a l  h o r r o r s "  (4 5 2 ) .  A lth o u g h  m a n y  o f  the  
p r o s t i t u t e s  w h o s e  s t a t e m e n t s  a p p e a r  i n  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and th e  
L o n d o n  P o o r  a r e  no b e t t e r  th a n  c o m m o n  d r u n k s ,  m a n y  o t h e r s  
c l a i m  th a t  a l c o h o l  i s  a s p i r i t u a l  n e c e s s i t y ;  i t  k e e p s  t h e m  s a n e  a m id  
th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  s i n f u l n e s s .  One g i r l  t e l l s  M a y h e w  th a t  
" t h e r e ' s  n o th in g  l ik e  g in  to  d e a d e n  the f e e l i n g s "  (219). A n o th e r  
c l a i m s  th a t  h e r  a c q u a in t a n c e s  d r in k  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  s a d  o v e r  
th in k in g  "that w e  h a v e  f a l l e n ,  n e v e r  to  r e g a i n  th a t  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  
d e s c e n d e d  f r o m ,  and in  s o m e  c a s e s  s a c r i f i c e d  e v e r y t h i n g  fo r  a 
m a n  w h o  h a s  c e a s e d  to  lo v e  and d e s e r t e d  u s "  (219). S e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  m a in t a in  s i m p l y  th a t  d r in k  " k e e p s  u p  o u r  s p i r i t s "  (2 3 6 ,  2 4 5 ) .
In f i c t i o n ,  to o ,  g in  i s  an  a n o d y n e  f o r  p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  
s u f f e r in g .  In C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r  B u r g o  F i t z g e r a l d  i s  a c c o s t e d  
b y  a b e g g in g  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o  w a n ts  " o n ly  a  p e n n y  to  g e t  a  g l a s s  o f
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g in !  F e e l  m y  h an d , - - h o w  c o ld  i t  i s "  (II, 3 9 ) .  If m a n y  o f  G r e g ’s 
n o t io n s  ab ou t p r o s t i t u t io n  c o m e  f r o m  D u c h a t e le t ,  o t h e r s  c o m e  
f r o m  a w o r k  o f  f i c t i o n ,  f r o m  M r s .  G a s k e l l ’s  M a r y  B a r t o n  (1848)  
in  w h ic h  G r e g  f in d s  a b a s i s  f o r  h is  s t a t e m e n t s  in  th e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  E s t h e r .  T h e  p r o s t i t u t e  s a y s :
I m u s t  h a v e  d r in k .  S u ch  a s  l i v e  l i k e  m e  c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  
l i f e  i f  t h e y  d id  n o t  d r in k .  I t 's  th e  o n ly  th in g  to  k e e p  u s  
f r o m  s u i c i d e .  If w e  d id  n o t  d r in k ,  w e  c o u ld  n o t  s ta n d  
th e  m e m o r y  o f  w h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n ,  and th e  th o u g h t  o f  
w h a t  w e  a r e ,  fo r  a d a y .  If I go  w ith o u t  fo o d ,  and w ith o u t  
s h e l t e r ,  I m u s t  h a v e  m y  d r a m .  Oh! y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  the  
a w fu l  n ig h t s  I h a v e  h a d  in  p r i s o n  f o r  w a n t  o f  i t .  ^
If h u m a n i t a r ia n s  e x p la i n  a w a y  g in  a s  a  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  the  
p r o s t i t u t e  m a y  o b l i t e r a t e  m o r a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r s  
e s p e c i a l l y  d e n y  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  a v a r i c e  a s  a  m o t iv e  fo r  the  
p r o s t i t u t e  s i m p l y  b y  d e n y in g  h e r  a n y  m o n e y .  H ow  c a n  one c l a i m  
th a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  a v a r i c i o u s  w h e n  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  t h e i r s  i s  th e  
m o s t  e x t r e m e  in d ig e n c e ?  T h e  b e g g in g  p r o s t i t u t e  in  C an  Y ou  
F o r g i v e  H e r  h a s  n o t  e v e n  a s i n g l e  p e n n y  fo r  g in ,  l e t  a lo n e  th e  
s i x p e n c e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  b e d .  In 1840 W i l l i a m  T a i t ,  n o t  a w r i t e r  
o f  f i c t i o n  b u t a  S c o t t i s h  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  p o in te d  out th a t  m a n y  p r o s t i ­
t u t e s  " w e r e  e v e n  to o  p o o r  to  a f fo r d  a  lo d g in g  h o w e v e r  s q u a l id .  ”
? ^ (N e w  Y o rk , 1958), p . 156. T h is  i s  a  p a r t  o f  a  lo n g  p a s s a g e  
o f  the n o v e l  q u o te d  b y  G r e g .
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' T h e s e  w r e t c h e d  w o m e n  a r e  to  b e  s e e n  s a u n t e r in g  a b ou t  
th e  s t r e e t s  a t  a l l  h o u r s  o f  th e  n ig h t ,  b a r e f o o t e d ,  d ir t y ,  
and e m a c i a t e d ,  w ith  t h e i r  h an ds  u n d e r  t h e i r  a p r o n s  and  
s h i v e r i n g  w ith  c o ld ;  and t h e r e  i s  g o o d  r e a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  
th a t  m a n y  o f  t h e m  s t a r v e  to  d e a th  in  th e  p la c e  w h e r e  
t h e y  l a y  t h e m s e l v e s  d ow n  to  r e s t ,  *
C a t h e r in e  G r a y ,  in  " T he  L ie u t e n a n t ' s  D a u g h te r ,  " h a s  a h a g g a r d
p r o f i l e "  and a f a c e  s h o w in g  " d e ep  f i e r c e  l i n e s  o f  f a m in e "  (210).
In W h y t e - M e l v i l l e ' s  G ood F o r  N o th in g , th e  v o i c e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e
w h o  b e g s  m o n e y  o f  G i lb e r t  O r m e  " t e l l s  o f  s o r e  t r o u b le ,  and w ant"
(134). A m e l i u s  G o ld e n h e a r t ,  in  W ilk ie  C o l l i n s '  T he F a l l e n  L e a v e s
(1886), m e e t s  S im p le  S a l ly  w h e n  s h e  p a s s e s  ou t  f r o m  h u n g e r  w h i le
7 7b e g g in g  m o n e y  o f  h im .  F i n a l l y ,  O sm o n d  W a y m a r k ,  p r o t a g o n i s t  
of  G e o r g e  G i s s i n g ' s  T he U n c l a s s e d  (1884), g i v e s  h is  l a s t  f e w  
s h i l l i n g s  to  a s i c k  p r o s t i t u t e  w ho  n e e d s  th e  m o n e y  f o r  h e r  r e n t .  °
It g o e s  a l m o s t  w ith o u t  s a y in g  th a t ,  fo r  th e  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n ,  the  
b e g g in g  p r o s t i t u t e  had  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a c c o s t i n g  p e o p le  w ith o u t  
a c t u a l l y  s o l i c i t i n g  f o r  p r o s t i t u t io n .  T h u s ,  w ith o u t  o f fe n d in g  h is  
r e a d e r s ,  th e  w r i t e r  c o u ld  s t i l l  in c lu d e  in  h is  w o r k  on e  o f  th e
2£>Dr. F e r n a n d o  H e n r iq u e s ,  M o d e r n  S e x u a l i t y , in  P r o s t i t u t i o n  
and S o c i e t y  (L o n d o n ,  19 6 8 ) ,  III, 111-112. Q u oted  m a t e r i a l  i s  f r o m  
W il l ia m  T a it ,  M a g d a l e n i s m , 1840.
^  F i r s t  S e r i e s  (L o n d o n ,  1886),  p . 186.
2 8 (New York, 1968), p. 84.
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c e n t u r y ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w o m e n .
B u t  e v e n  i f  h e r  p r o s t i t u t i o n  d id  g iv e  h e r  m o r e  m o n e y  and  
lu x u r y  th a n  s h e  had e v e r  k n ow n  b e f o r e ,  th e  g i r l  w h o  had o n c e  
b e e n  in n o c e n t  c o u ld  n e v e r  e n j o y  the  s p o i l s  o f  h e r  d e g r a d in g  p r o ­
f e s s i o n .  A m e l i a  W i l l i a m s ,  th e  s e d u c e d  o f  E lp h in s t o n e  , v e r y  
c l e a r l y  p o in t s  up  th e  d i c h o t o m y  b e t w e e n  e x t e r n a l  and in t e r n a l ,  
b e t w e e n  b o d y  and so u l:
A nd n o w  b e h o ld  h e r  in  th e  f a s h i o n a b l e  s t r e e t s ,  s e a t e d  
w it h  s o m e  b e a u t i f u l  c o m p a n io n s  in  an e l e g a n t  c a r r i a g e ,  
h e r  w r i s t s  b ou nd  w ith  j e w e l l e d  g o ld ,  s a t i n  on  h e r  f e e t ,  
h e r  f i n g e r s  a d o r n e d  w ith  the r i c h e s t  r i n g s ,  and h e r  h a ir  
b r i l l i a n t  w ith  g e m s .  She w a s  a b e a u t i f u l  s ig h t .  A r t  
s e e m e d  to  h a v e  g iv e n  u p  a l l  i t s  t r e a s u r e s  to  e m b e l l i s h  
n a t u r e  in  h e r ;  bu t w h o  th a t  c o u ld  r i g h t l y  r e a d  th e  m i s e r a b l e  
s m i l e s  o n  h e r  c o u n te n a n c e  . . . w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  la m e n t e d  
f o r  th e  t i m e ,  w h e n  w ith  no  o t h e r  g a r m e n t s  ab ou t h e r  th an  
t h o s e  w h ic h  h u m b le  m o d e s t y  r e q u i r e d - - w i t h  no  o th e r  
o r n a m e n t  th a n  a f r e s h - g a t h e r e d  f l o w e r  in  h e r  g o ld e n  h a ir ,  
s h e  w a lk e d  th r o u g h  the  g r e e n  f i e l d s  in  th e  g l o r y  o f  in n o c e n c e  !
M o n th s  r o l l e d  on , and w h a t  had b e e n  a  f e a r  b e c a m e  a 
c e r t a i n t y .  She k n e w  th a t  h e r  s i t u a t io n  w a s  f ix e d  f o r  l i f e - -  
th a t  s h e  m u s t  l i v e  and d ie  in  s h a m e .  W ith  th is  a s s u r a n c e  
s h e  a s s u m e d  th a t  o u tw a r d  g u is e  o f  c o n te n t  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w h i c h  i s  th e  l a s t  e f f e c t  o f  d e s p a i r .  She w e n t  to  a l l  p l a c e s  
o f  p u b l ic  a m u s e m e n t ,  and la u g h e d  w ith  th e  g a y e s t ,  a s  
th o u g h  in  d e s p i t e  to  h e r  ow n  h e a r t  w h ic h  b o th  in  s o l i t u d e  
and s o c i e t y  y e a r n e d  fo r  th e  s c e n e s  o f  h e r  c h i ld h o o d ,  and  
th e  p u r i t y  o f  h e r  h o m e .  ( 2 0 6 - 2 0 7 )
In a s e n s e  A m e l i a ' s  " m i s e r a b l e  s m i l e s ” a r e  m i c r o c o s m i c  o f  b oth
th e  h u m a n e  e x p la n a t io n  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T he
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  n o te d  b y  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  a r e
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n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e n ie d  b y  h u m a n i t a r ia n s ,  but t h e y  do d e n y  th a t  
o n e  c a n  f o r m u la t e  a n y  c o n c l u s i o n s  about th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  w o m a n  
f r o m  h e r  p o s t u r e d  c o u n t e n a n c e .  The ‘'w h ited  s e p u l c h r e "  m e t a ­
p h o r  o f  th e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r  i s  a p p l ic a b le  h e r e ,  a l s o ,  but in  
th e  c a s e  o f  A m e l i a  and o t h e r s  l ik e  h e r ,  th e  s m i l e s  c l o a k  a b j e c t  
m i s e r y  r a t h e r  th a n  d i s e a s e  and c o r r u p t io n .
F r o m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  r e g a r d i n g  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  v a l u e s ,  
i t  s h o u ld  b e  c l e a r  th a t  th e  w o m a n  w h o  h a s  f a l l e n  f r o m  in n o c e n c e  
to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  d o e s  r e t a i n  a s e n s e  o f  s h a m e  and  d o e s  f e e l  a c u t e ly  
th e  g o d l e s s  n e s s  o f  th e  l i f e  s h e  i s  l e a d in g .  B r o u g h t  u p  in  g o d l i n e s s  
and m o r a l i t y ,  s h e  i s  a s  r e p u l s e d  b y  h e r  s e x u a l  s i n  a s  a r e  th e  
E v a n g e l i c a l s .  G r e g  p o in t s  o u t  th a t  " e v e n  in  t h e i r  l o w e s t  d e g r a d a ­
t io n  t h e s e  p o o r  c r e a t u r e s  n e v e r  w h o l ly  l o s e  the  s e n s e  o f  s h a m e "  
(4 5 5 ) .  A f t e r  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  h a s  l i v e d  h e r  w r e t c h e d  l i f e  to  the  
f u l l e s t  and a b a n d o n e d  h e r s e l f  to  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  f o r m  o f  v i c e ,  
th e  s i c k  and d y in g  r e m n a n t  o f  a w o m e n  i s  s t i l l  a w a r e  o f  h e r  m o r a l  
o b l i g a t i o n s :
W ith  a p e r s p e c t i v e  b e y o n d  th e  g r a v e  w h ic h  the  l i t t l e  s h e  
r e t a i n s  o f  h e r  e a r l y  r e l i g i o n  l i g h t s  up fo r  h e r  w ith  th e  
lu r i d  l i g h t  o f  h e l l ,  -  - t h i s  p o o r  d a u g h te r  o f  h u m a n i ty  
t e r m i n a t e s  a  l i f e ,  o f  w h ic h ,  i f  the  s in  h a s  b e e n  g r i e v o u s  
and  th e  w e a k n e s s  l a m e n t a b l e ,  th e  e x p ia t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
f e a r f u l l y  t r e m e n d o u s .  (455)
1 01
T h e R e v e r e n d  B a p t i s t  N o e l ,  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  M id n ig h t  M e e t in g  
m o v e m e n t ,  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  o f  G r e g ' s  p e r s u a s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  
s e n s e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  in  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  f o r  h e  p a s s e d  out c a r d s  to  
L o n d o n  s t r e e t w a l k e r s  r e q u e s t in g  t h e m  to  " fa v o u r  a f e w  f r ie n d s  
w it h  [ t h e ir ]  c o m p a n y "  a t  a t e a  to  b e  h e ld  th a t  n ig h t  in  a P i c c a d i l l y  
r e s t a u r a n t .  ^  In n in e  M id n ig h t  " m o r a l i t y  t e a s "  N o e l  p r e a c h e d  
e l o q u e n t ly  to  o v e r  fo u r  th o u s a n d  w h o r e s  on  th e  s in f u l n e s s  o f  
f o r n i c a t i o n  and t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  and o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  r e p e n t a n c e  
b e f o r e  i t  w a s  to o  l a t e .  D ic k e n s  c e r t a i n l y  k n e w  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  fo r  
h e  w o r k e d  v e r y  h a r d  to  p r o v id e  a  r e f o r m a t o r y  fo r  t h e m .  He k n e w ,  
t o o ,  th a t  h e  m i g h t  a p p e a l  to  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s .  The p la n  o f  U r a n ia  
C o t ta g e ,  he e x p la i n e d ,  w a s  to  e d u c a te  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  " in  t h e i r  
d u ty  t o w a r d s  H e a v e n  and E a r t h .  "3* T he m a j o r i t y  of h i s  a t t e m p ts  
w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l .
T h e r e  w a s  a m p le  t e s t i m o n y  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e m s e l v e s  to  e s t a ­
b l i s h  th a t  t h e y  f e l t  t h e i r  s in .  "One M o r e  U n fo r tu n a te ,  " w r i t in g  to
^ J a m e s  L a v e r ,  M a n n e r s  and M o r a l s  in  the A g e  o f  O p t i m i s m , 
1848-1914  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1966),  p . 106.
3 0 C y r i l  P e a r l ,  T he G ir l  W ith  th e  S w a n s  d o w n  S e a t  ( I n d ia n a p o l is ,  
1955) ,  pp . 5 0 -5 1 .  Of th e  M id n ig h t  M e e t i n g s , D r .  A c to n  h a s  th is  to  
s a y :  "Of a l l  th e  u s e l e s s  e x p e d ie n t s  a d o p te d  f o r  r e m e d y i n g  b y  p r iv a t e
m e a s u r e s  p u b l ic  w r o n g ,  th i s  s e e m s  a b o u t  th e  w o r s t "  (188).
^ L e t t e r s ,  p. 79 (May 26, 1846).
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T h e T i m e s ,  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  k n o w  t h e y  a r e  " cut  
o f f  f r o m  th e  m o r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  w o r l d s .  . . . We n e e d  
n o t  b e  to ld  o f  o u r  r u in  and d e g r a d a t io n ,  b e c a u s e  w e  n e v e r  ' f a l l '
op
w ith o u t  b e in g  a l i v e  to  th e  f a c t .  11 A nd in  a s e c o n d  l e t t e r ,  sh e  
s t a t e s  th a t  s h e  i s  v e r y  a w a r e  o f  th e  c l a i m s  o f  God; in d e e d ,  
" a lth o u g h  i t  m a y  e x c i t e  a s m i l e - - I  w o u ld  r e m a r k  th a t ,  s o m e h o w ,  
e v e n  th e  m o s t  d e p r a v e d  a m o n g  w o m e n - - s o  fa r  a s  m y  t e r r i b l e  
e x p e r i e n c e  e n a b le s  m e  to  j u d g e - - c h e r i s h  s o m e  la t e n t  and l i n g e r i n g
O O
c o n s o l a t i o n  in  v a g u e  c o n n e x io n  w i th  H im .  11 W h en  " A n o th er  
U n fo r tu n a te "  d e n ie d  a l l  th e  c l a i m s  o f  "One M o r e  U n fo r tu n a te ,  ”
T h e  T i m e s  w a s  p r e v a i l e d  u p o n  to  c o m m e n t .  T he n e w s p a p e r  
r e g i s t e r e d  s h o c k  th a t  " T he g r e a t  b u lk  of L o n d o n  p r o s t i t u t e s  . . . 
h a v e  no  r e m o r s e  o r  m i s g i v i n g s  ab ou t th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  
. . . . N o w ,  i s  th i s  r e v e l a t i o n  a b o u t  n o  s h a m e  s o ?  . . . T h is  is  
c e r t a i n l y  a n e w  v i e w  o f  th e  'G r e a t  S o c ia l  E v i l .  1 1,34 T he p a p e r  
m a y  b e l i e v e  " A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te ,  " but b e l i e f  r e q u i r e s  t h e m  to  
a l t e r  r a d i c a l l y  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  o p in io n s ,  th e  tr u th  o f  w h ic h  o p in io n s  
t h e y  s e e m e d  q u ite  s u r e  o f .
■ ^ F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1858 , p . 12. 
■ ^ F e b r u a r y  11, 1858 , p .  9. 
3 4 F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1858 , p. 7.
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M a n y  o f  the a n e c d o t e s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  M a y h e w  and G r e g  do  
s u g g e s t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  r e m o r s e ,  s h a m e ,  and c o n s c i e n c e  in  
p r o s t i t u t e s .  In s p i t e  o f  n e v e r  l e a r n i n g  a n y th in g  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n ,
E l l e n  t e l l s  M a y h e w ,  "I c e r t a i n l y  th in k  i t  i s  w r o n g  to  l i v e  a s  I 
a m  n o w  d o in g .  I o f t e n  th in k  o f  i t  in  s e c r e t ,  and c r y  o v e r  it"
(213). A n o th e r  w o m a n  c l a i m s  th a t  s h e  i s  n o t  w o r r i e d  b y  "the s i n  
o f  it"  o n ly  b e c a u s e  sh e  d o e s  n o t  " d a re  th in k  o f  th a t  m u c h "  (235 ) .
T h e  g i r l  w h o s e  f a t h e r ' s  in v a l id  c o n d i t io n  d r o v e  h e r  to  th e  s t r e e t s  
c o n f e s s e s  th a t  "I c a n ' t  h e lp  c r y i n g  a b it ,  s i r .  . . .  I do w i s h  I w a s  
d e a d  and t h e r e  w a s  an  en d  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  I a m  s o  a w fu l ly  s a d  and  
h e a r t - b r o k e n .  " M a y h e w  ad d s th a t  he b e l i e v e s  the g i r l ’s s t o r y  to  
b e  "a g e n u in e  t a l e  o f  d i s t r e s s  t o ld  w ith  a l l  s i m p l i c i t y  and tr u th "
(2 5 7 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  to  G r e g ,  a l l  o f  th e  " s lo p "  w o r k e r s  w h o  e a r n  
e x t r a  m o n e y  a s  w h o r e s  k n o w  h o w  " h o r r ib le "  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  (462) .  
One g i r l ,  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  "a m i n i s t e r  o f  the  G o s p e l ,  " c r i e s  w h i le  
s h e  t e l l s  h o w  p o v e r t y  f o r c e d  h e r  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  e v e n  th o u g h  h e r  
" w h o le  n a tu r e  r e b e l l e d  at it"  (4 6 5 ) .  T h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i f  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  m o s t  c o n v in c i n g ,  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  G r e g  to  
c o r r o b o r a t e  h i s  c l a i m  th a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  a s h a m e d  o f ,  and  
c o n s c i e n c e  s t r i c k e n  b y , t h e i r  t r a d e  i s  " V e r s e s  fo r  m y  T o m b s t o n e ,  
i f  E v e r  I S h o u ld  H a v e  O n e ,  " a p o e m  r e p u t e d ly  foun d  b y  a d o c t o r  
at  the b e d s id e  o f  a  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o  s t a r v e d  to  d e a th  in  S c o t la n d .  T he
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e x t r a o r d i n a r y  d o c u m e n t  i s  w o r t h  q u o t in g  in  fu ll:
T h e  w r e t c h e d  v i c t i m  o f  a q u ic k  d e c a y ,
R e l i e v e d  f r o m  l i f e ,  on  h u m b le  b ed  o f  c l a y ,
T h e  l a s t  and  o n ly  r e f u g e  f r o m  m y  w o e s ,
A  l o v e - l o s t ,  r u in e d  f e m a l e ,  I r e p o s e .
F r o m  th e  s a d  h o u r  I l i s t e n e d  to  h is  c h a r m s ,
A n d  f e l l ,  h a l f  f o r c e d ,  in  th e  d e c e i v e r ' s  a r m s ,
T o  th a t ,  w h o s e  a w fu l  v e i l  h id e s  e v e r y  fa u lt ,  
S h e l t e r i n g  m y  s u f f e r i n g s  in  th is  w e l c o m e  v a u l t ,  - -  
W hen p a m p e r e d ,  s t a r v e d ,  a b a n d o n e d ,  o r  in  d r in k ,  
M y  th o u g h ts  w e r e  r a c k e d  in  s t r i v i n g  n o t  to  th in k ; 
N o r  c o u ld  r e j e c t e d  c o n s c i e n c e  c l a i m  th e  p o w e r  
T o i m p r o v e  th e  r e s p i t e  o f  on e  s e r i o u s  h o u r .
I d u r s t  n o t  lo o k  to  w h a t  I w a s  b e f o r e ;
M y  s o u l  s h r a n k  b a c k ,  and w i s h e d  to  b e  n o  m o r e .  
Of e y e  u n d a u n te d ,  and o f  to u c h  im p u r e ,
O ld, e r e  o f  a g e - - w o r n  ou t  w h e n  s c a r c e  m a t u r e ;  
D a i ly  d e b a s e d  to  s t i f l e  m y  d i s g u s t ,
Of f o r c e d  e n j o y m e n t  in  a f f e c t e d  lu s t ;
C o v e r e d  w i t h  g u i l t ,  i n f e c t i o n ,  d e b t ,  and w a n t - -  
M y  h o m e  a  b r o t h e l ,  and th e  s t r e e t s  m y  h au n t.
F o r  s e v e n  lo n g  y e a r s  o f  in f a m y  I 'v e  p in e d  
A nd fo n d le d ,  l o a t h e d ,  and p r e y e d  u p on  m a n k in d ;  
T i l l  th e  f u l l  c o u r s e  o f  s in  and v i c e  g o n e  th r o u g h ,  
M y  s h a t t e r e d  f a b r ic  f a i l e d  a t  t w e n t y - t w o .
( 4 5 3 - 4 5 4 n .  )
One is  d i s p o s e d  to  w o n d e r  h o w  t h i s  g i r l  w o u ld  h a v e  r e a c t e d  to  a  
c u s t o m e r  w h i s t l i n g  on  S u n d a y .
In V ic t o r i a n  f i c t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a n  a b u n d a n ce  o f  c o n s c i e n c e
s t r i c k e n  p r o s t i t u t e s .  T he s h a m e  o f  A m e l i a  W i l l i a m s  h a s  b e e n  
a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  to .  I f  B i l l  S ik e s  k e e p s  N a n c y  f r o m  g o in g  to  the
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w a t e r y  g r a v e  th a t  s h e  i s  a f r a id  h e r  sh a m e  w i l l  d r iv e  h e r  t o ,  
t h e r e  i s  no one to  p r e v e n t  L o i s  B r o o k  f r o m  ju m p in g ,  and in  
H id d e n  D e p t h s , s h a m e ,  r e j e c t i o n  b y  h e r  l o v e r ,  and  d e s p a i r  d r iv e  
h e r  to  s u i c i d e  (I, 72 ) .  M a r th a  E n d e l l ' s  e v e r y  w o r d  a t t e s t s  to  the  
f a c t  th a t  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  h e r s e l f  "a s o l i t a r y  c u r s e  to  m y s e l f ,  a 
l i v i n g  d i s g r a c e  to  e v e r y  on e  I c o m e  n e a r "  (II, 3 2 7 ) !  In th e  s a m e  
n o v e l ,  E m i l y ,  n o  l o n g e r  l i t t l e  E m ' l y ,  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  a w a r e  o f  the  
h o m e  s h e  h a s  f o r s a k e n :  "H as t h e r e  e v e r  b e e n  a s i n g l e  m in u t e ,
w a k in g  o r  s l e e p i n g ,  w h e n  i t  h a s n ' t  b e e n  b e f o r e  m e ,  j u s t  a s  i t  
u s e d  to  be in  th e  l o s t  d a y s  w h e n  I tu r n e d  m y  b a c k  u p on  i t  f o r  e v e r  
and f o r  e v e r "  (II, 3 7 5 )?  A nd f i n a l l y ,  in  C h a r l e s  R e a d e ' s  A  
T e r r i b l e  T e m p t a t i o n , "the S o m e r s e t "  m a y  b e g i n  a s  a c o u r t e s a n  
l ik e  S k i t t l e s ,  but w h e n  s h e  u n d e r g o e s  a  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n  
and  g o e s  a b o u t  p r e a c h i n g  th e  g o s p e l ,  s h e  a c t s  l ik e  L a u r a  B e l l ,  
the  l e a d e r  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e  in  th e  f i f t i e s  w h o  h ad  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d
O L
f r o m  h e r  s i n f u l n e s s  b y  th e  s i x t i e s .  A s  w e  s h a l l  s e e  in  s u b s e ­
q u e n t  c h a p t e r s ,  th e  s h a m e f u l  and r e p e n t e n t  p r o s t i t u t e  b e c o m e s  an  
i m p o r t a n t  s t e r e o t y p e  in  V i c t o r i a n  f i c t i o n .
3 5 C h a r le s  D i c k e n s ,  O l iv e r  T w i s t , e d .  K a th le e n  T i l l o t s o n  
(O x fo rd ,  1966),  p . 316.
o  A
T h e W o r k s  o f  C h a r l e s  R e a d e :  A  N e w  E d i t io n  in  N in e
V o lu m e s  (N e w  Y o r k ,  n. d . ), VIII, 128-131. F o r  th e  s t o r y  o f  
L a u r a  B e l l  and h e r  c o n v e r s i o n ,  s e e  P e a r l ,  pp . 1 4 0 -1 4 2 .
106
T o c o m p l e t e  th e  c o m p a r i s o n  of th e  p r o s t i t u t e  a s  s e e n  b y  
th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  w i th  th e  one s e e n  b y  h u m a n i t a r i a n s , j u s t  a  
s i n g l e  a s p e c t  o f  th e  l a t t e r ' s  s p i r i t u a l i t y  r e m a i n s  to  be  c o n s i d e r e d .  
W h e r e a s  th e  w h o r e  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  w a s  to o  s e l f i s h  and to o  
c o n c e r n e d  w ith  h e r  p h y s i c a l  e x i s t e n c e  to  r e s p o n d  to  a n y o n e  o u t s id e  
h e r s e l f ,  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s '  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  c a p a b le  o f  g r e a t  l o v e ,  
e x t r e m e  s e l f l e s s n e s s .  On t h i s  p o in t  G r e g ,  D r .  A c to n ,  and  
D ic k e n s  a r e  u n a n i m o u s .
It h a s  b e e n  p o in te d  ou t  th a t  a b o u t  th e  o n ly  " r e s p e c t a b l e "  
p r o f e s s i o n ,  and  th a t  n o t  v e r y  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  fo r  w h ic h  p r o s t i t u t e s  
q u a l i f i e d  w a s  n u r s in g  ( s e e  a b o v e ,  p . 4 1 ) .  T o  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  th e  
s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  f o r  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  h ad  n o th in g  to  do w i t h  
t h e i r  c o a r s e n e s s .  T h e y  q u a l i fy ,  r a t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  i n s t i n c ­
t i v e  t e n d e r n e s s .  " T h e ir  k in d n e s s  to  e a c h  o th e r ,  " s a y s  G r e g ,
w h e n  s i c k  o r  d e s t i t u t e ,  and in d e e d  to  a l l  w h o  a r e  in  s u f f e r ­
in g  o r  d i s t r e s s ,  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t t e n t io n  and c a l l e d  f o r th  
the  a d m ir a t i o n  o f  a l l  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  th r o w n  m u c h  in to  c o n ­
t a c t  w ith  t h e m .  . . .D u c h a t e l e t  s t a t e s  th a t  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n  
f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  ow n  or  n o t ,  i s  c a r r i e d  to  a  
p o in t  s u r p a s s i n g  th a t  c o m m o n  to  w o m e n ,  and th a t ,  in  c o n ­
s e q u e n c e ,  t h e y  m a k e  th e  m o s t  c a r e f u l  and  v a lu a b le  o f  
n u r s e s .  (455)
T h is  " a f f e c t io n  f o r  c h i ld r e n "  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e s  o f  H id d e n  D e p th s  w h o  d e s e r t  t h e i r s  or b y  M o th e r  D o r r e l
107
v
w h o  h a s  t h e m  k i l l e d .
" A m o n g  the p r o m i s c u o u s  p r o s t i t u t e s  o f  the  m i l d e r  o r d e r ,  " 
s a y s  D r .  A c to n ,  the  s a m e  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  o b s e r v a b l e :  "T he
s i c k  m a n  i s  s a f e  in  t h e i r  h a n d s  . . . .  T h e r e  i s  m a n y  a t a l e  w e l l  
k n o w n  o f  t h e i r  n u r s in g  and w a t c h in g ,  and m o r e  th a n  w i l l  do  s o  
c o u ld  t e l l  o f  th e  h a r l o t ' s  g u a r d ia n s h ip  in  h i s  h o u r  o f  d r u n k e n n e s s "  
(64).  D i c k e n s ,  to o ,  k n e w  o f  th e  f a b le d  k in d n e s s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  
and w h e n  t h o s e  a t  U r a n ia  C o t ta g e  p r o v e d  to  b e  " in d i f f e r e n t  to one  
a n o th e r  in  s i c k n e s s ,  he  lo o k e d  to  th e  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t
e m p lo y e d  a t  th e  h o m e  to  f in d  the  r e a s o n .
N u m e r o u s  f i c t i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s  a c t ,  a t  o n e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r ,  
a s  n u r s e s .  A m e l i a  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  th e  in j u r e d  M r .  H o lto n  in  
E l p h i n s t o n e , fo r  "w ho c o u ld  n u r s e  h i m  s o  w e l l  a s  s h e "  (II, 212) [
T o  p a y  f o r  h i s  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  s h e  s e l l s  o r  p a w n s  a l l  th e  s p o i l s  
of  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  and, t h u s ,  a d d s  f u r t h e r  w e ig h t  to  th e  a n t i ­
m a t e r i a l i s m  f r e q u e n t ly  p r e d ic a t e d  o f  the p r o s t i t u t e .  N a n c y  n u r s e s  
S ik e s  in  O l iv e r  T w i s t  ( 2 5 7 - 2 5 8 ) ,  and w h e n  S im p le  S a l l y  f a l l s  i l l ,  
in  T h e F a l l e n  L e a v e s , tw o  f r i e n d s ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  b o th ,  n u r s e  h e r .  
T h e  d o c t o r  w h o  a t te n d s  th e  s i c k  g i r l  s a y s  o f  on e  o f  th e  n u r s e s ,
" T he w o m a n  . . .  i s  a s  g o o d  a c r e a t u r e  a s  e v e r  b r e a th e d ;  and th e
^ L e t t e r s ,  p. 210 (O c to b e r  30 , 1852).
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o th e r  o n e  w ho  l i v e s  w ith  h e r  i s  th e  s a m e "  (3 3 6 ) .  In H e n r y  J e b b 's  
Out o f  th e  D e p t h s , M a r y  S m ith ,  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  c a r e s  fo r  a  d y in g  
f r i e n d  K ate  b y  r e a d i n g  f r o m  th e  B ib l e ,  and a f t e r  h e r  r e f o r m a t i o n  
s h e  n u r s e s  th e  s i c k  o f  th e  n e ig h b o r h o o d .  In t h i s  w a y  s h e  c o n -
38t r a c t s  s m a l l p o x  and l a t e r  th e  c o n s u m p t i o n  th a t  l e a d s  to  h e r  d e a th .  
R h o d a  S o m e r s e t ,  e v e n  b e f o r e  h e r  r e f o r m a t i o n ,  d i s g u i s e s  h e r s e l f  
a s  a S i s t e r  o f  C h a r i t y  s o  th a t  s h e  m ig h t  n u r s e  S ir  C h a r le s  B a s s e t t  
th r o u g h  a s e v e r e  i l l n e s s  ( 2 5 - 2 6 ) ,  and M e r c y  M e r r i c k ,  h e r o i n e  
o f  C o l l i n s '  T he N e w  M a g d a le n  (1873), e x t r i c a t e s  h e r s e l f  f r o m  h e r  
t r a d e  b y  b e c o m i n g  a m i l i t a r y  n u r s e  f o r  th e  t r o o p s  f ig h t in g  the  
F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n  W a r .  ^
It h a s  b e e n  p o in te d  ou t th a t  th e  n o v e l i s t s  f r e q u e n t ly  p r e s e n t e d  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e  a s  p e n n i l e s s ,  b u t  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  the  
h u m a n i t a r i a n s - - e s s a y i s t s  and n o v e l i s t s  a l i k e - - r e p r e s e n t  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e ' s  c h a r i t y  th r o u g h  h e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  v a l u e s .  
P r o s t i t u t e s  b e c o m e  th e  e m b o d im e n t  o f  g e n e r o s i t y .  D r .  A c to n  
n o t e s  th a t  the p r o s t i t u t e  s p e n d s
3 8 (N ew  Y o r k ,  I 8 6 0 ) ,  pp . 1 2 8 -1 3 0 ,  3 5 3 - 3 5 4 ,  3 6 2 .  
3 9 (N e w  Y o r k ,  1873),  F i r s t  S c e n e .
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h e r  v i l e  e a r n i n g s  „ . „ w ith  n o th in g  s a v e d  f o r  an  e v i l  
d ay . F o r  h e lp  w h e n  h e r  o w n  r e s o u r c e s  f a i l  h e r ,  s h e  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  t h o s e  o f  h e r  c o m ­
p a n io n s  w h o m  c h a n c e  h a s  fo r  th e  t i m e  b e in g  m o r e  
b e f r ie n d e d ;  and in  j u s t i c e  to  t h e s e  w o m e n ,  i t  m u s t  
be s a id  th a t  t h e y  a r e  a lw a y s  r e a d y  to  a f fo r d  e a c h  
o th e r  t h i s  m u tua l a s s i s t a n c e .  (57)
M a y h e w  c o m m e n t s  on  th e  s a m e  p h e n o m e n o n :  "One o f  t h e i r
m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y ,  w h ic h  
p e r h a p s  i s  u n p a r a l l e l e d  b y  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  a n y  o t h e r  [ c l a s s ] ,  
w h e t h e r  h ig h  o r  lo w  in  th e  s o c i a l  s c a l e .  T h e y  w i l l  n o t  h e s i t a t e  
to  le n d  one a n o th e r  m o n e y  i f  t h e y  h a v e  i t ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n  
s p a r e  i t  o r  not"  (219).
In f i c t i o n  th is  g e n e r o s i t y  b e c o m e s  a  p o s i t i v e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  
m o n e y ,  e i t h e r  i m p l i c i t l y  (as in  the  c a s e  o f  A m e l i a  W i l l i a m s )  or  
e x p l i c i t l y ,  in  f a v o r  o f  d o in g  g o o d  s i m p l y  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  g o o d .  
A s  i r o n i c a l  a s  i t  s e e m s ,  the  w o m a n  w h o ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  th e  
E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  h a s  g iv e n  a w a y  h e r  m o s t  v a lu a b le  p o s s e s s i o n  in  
e x c h a n g e  f o r  a l i t t l e  m o n e y  b e c o m e s  th e  g r e a t  a n t i - m a t e r i a l i s t  
o f  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f i c t i o n .  In T h e  F a l l e n  L e a v e s  th e  tw o  
p r o s t i t u t e s  th a t  h e lp  A m e l iu s  G o ld e n h e a r t  ta k e  c a r e  o f  a s t a r v i n g  
S im p le  S a l ly  r e f u s e  th e  m o n e y  h e  o f f e r s  t h e m  in  p a y m e n t ,  and  
t h e y  s u g g e s t  th a t  he  g iv e  i t  to  S a l l y  i n s t e a d .  Of t h e m  th e  n a r r a t o r
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s a y s ,  " A ll  th a t  i s  m o s t  u n s e l f i s h ,  a l l  th a t  i s  m o s t  d i v in e l y  
c o m p a s s i o n a t e  and  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  in  a  w o m a n ' s  n a t u r e ,  w a s  
a s  b e a u t i f u l  and  a s  u n d e f i l e d  a s  e v e r  in  t h e s e  w o m e n - - t h e  o u t c a s t s  
o f  th e  h a r d  h ig h w a y "  (187)! In O l iv e r  T w i s t , N a n c y ,  w h o  h a s  
h e lp e d  O l iv e r  e s c a p e  f r o m  F a g in ,  r e j e c t s  th e  p r o f f e r e d  m o n e y  
o f  R o s e  M a y l ie  in  o r d e r  to  k e e p  th e  c h a r i t y  o f  h e r  d e e d  u n ta in te d :  
"I h a v e  n o t  d on e t h i s  f o r  m o n e y .  L e t  m e  h a v e  th a t  to  th in k  of"  
(316). S i m i l a r l y ,  M a r th a  E n d e l l ,  w h o  p r e v i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d  th e  
c h a r i t y  o f  L i t t l e  E m ' l y  and D a v id ,  r e f u s e s  to  ta k e  a n y  m o n e y  
f r o m  M r .  P e g g o t y  w h e n  s h e  a g r e e s  to  h e lp  h i m  f in d  h i s  n i e c e :
"I c o u ld  n ot  do w h a t  I h a v e  p r o m i s e d  fo r  m o n e y  . . . .  I c o u ld  
n o t  ta k e  i t  i f  I w a s  s t a r v in g .  T o  g iv e  m e  m o n e y  w o u ld  be  t o  ta k e  
a w a y  y o u r  t r u s t ,  to  ta k e  a w a y  th e  o b j e c t  y o u  h a v e  g iv e n  m e ,  to  
ta k e  a w a y  th e  o n ly  c e r t a i n  th in g  th a t  s a v e s  m e  f r o m  th e  r i v e r "
(II, 3 31). M a r th a  r e s p o n d s ,  th e n ,  n o t  to  th e  m a t e r i a l  but to  
th e  i m m a t e r i a l .  She w i l l  t r y  to  h e lp  E m i ly ;  s h e  w i l l  c a r r y  ou t  
th e  t a s k  g iv e n  h e r  b y  M r .  P e g g o t y ,  and s h e  w i l l  n o t  v io l a t e  h i s  
t r u s t  b y  k i l l in g  h e r s e l f .  T o  put a p r i c e  on  t h e s e  th in g s  w o u ld  be  
to  n e g a te  t h e i r  t r u e ,  n o n - m a t e  r i a l  v a lu e .
T h e r e  a r e  o th e r  in d i c a t o r s  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  a b i l i t y  to  
r e s p o n d  to p e o p le ,  o t h e r  p r o o f s  th a t  s e l f i s h n e s s  and m a t e r i a l i s m  
h a v e  n o t  s e a l e d  u p  h e r  h e a r t  to  h u m a n e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  F o r
Ill
e x a m p l e ,  D ic k e n s  r e p o r t s  th a t  w h e n  a n  i n t r a c t a b l e  r e s i d e n t  o f  
U r a n ia  C o t ta g e  h a d  to  b e  tu r n e d  a w a y  fo r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d ,  n o t  
j u s t  th e  g i r l ,  b u t  e v e r y  one  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  a t  th e  h o m e  w e p t  
b it ter ly , ,  ^  T h is  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t  s u g g e s t  h a r d n e s s  o f  h e a r t .  
S e v e r a l  w o m e n  r e p o r t  th a t  t h e y  b e c a m e  p r o s t i t u t e s  to  h e lp  o t h e r s  
in  d i s t r e s s .  R e f e r e n c e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m a d e  to  th e  g i r l  w h o  w e n t  
on  th e  s t r e e t s  to g e t  fo o d  and m e d i c i n e  f o r  h e r  in j u r e d  f a t h e r .  One 
o f  the  w o m e n  d e s c r i b e d  b y  G r e g  w a tc h e d  h e r  h u sb a n d  and t h r e e  
c h i l d r e n  s t a r v e  and f in a l l y  went out on  th e  s t r e e t s  to  f e e d  th e  one  
c h i ld  w h o  l i v e d  ( 4 6 3 - 4 6 4 ) .  F i n a l l y ,  on e  o th e r  g i r l ,  s a y s  G r e g ,  
b e c a m e  a p r o s t i t u t e  o n ly  to  g e t  fo o d  f o r  h e r  s t a r v i n g  in fa n t .  H e r  
s t o r y ,  c o m m e n t s  G r e g ,  i s  m o r e  p i t ia b le  th a n  "the m o s t  t r a g i c  
and to u c h in g  r o m a n c e  e v e r  r e a d "  ( 4 6 5 - 4 6 6 ) .  T h e s e  w o m e n ,  n o t  
f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r s  but r e a l  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  a r e  r e s p o n s i v e  to  o t h e r s  
and a r e  c a p a b le  o f  C h r i s t ia n  s a c r i f i c e  to  h e lp  o t h e r s .  T h e y  d e ­
s e r v e  s o m e t h in g  b e t t e r  th a n  b e in g  lu m p e d  t o g e t h e r  w i th  " L u s h in g  
L oo"  and S k i t t l e s  and  th e n  b e in g  c o n d e m n e d  fo r  t h e i r  t o t a l  d e p r a v i t y .
H u m a n ita r ia n  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n d e m n a t io n ,  th e n ,  
l e d  to  a n o th e r  s t e r e o t y p e  to  c o u n t e r  th e  d e p r a v e d  p r o s t i t u t e  d e p ic t e d
^ L e t t e r s , p . 153 ( l e t t e r  to  D r .  W i l l i a m  B r o w n ,  N o v e m b e r  6,
1849).
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b y  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  and t h o s e  th a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e m .  T he n a tu r e  o f  
th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s '  p r o s t i t u t e  h a d  b e e n  a n a l o g i c a l l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ;  th a t  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s '  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s  i m a g i n a ­
t i v e l y  c r e a t e d  f r o m  th e  s u p p o s e d  c a u s e s  fo r  h e r  f a l l .  One w a s  
g iv e n  u n i v e r s a l  a s s e n t  b e f o r e  th e  V i c t o r i a n  a g e  b e g a n ;  th e  o th e r  
g r e w  up  in  th e  a g e  i t s e l f .  T h e  f i r s t  u n d o u b te d ly  had  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  
fo u n d a t io n  in  f a c t  th an  d id  th e  l a t t e r ,  but the h u m a n i t a r ia n s '  
v e r s i o n ,  o f f e r i n g  a s  i t  d id  th e  p o t e n t ia l  f o r  r e f o r m ,  a p p e a le d  to  
a n  a g e  w h ic h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  G r a h a m e  S m ith ,  w a s  r e s p o n s i v e  to  
" su c h  p h e n o m e n a  a s  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  m e l o d r a m a ,  and o b s e s s i v e  
a c t i v i t y .  S m it h  c o n te n d s  th a t  t h e s e  a r e  b u t  s o m e  o f  th e  f a c t o r s  
w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  th e  a g e  f r o m  e v e r  h a v in g  e n o u g h  " to u g h , k n o w ­
l e d g e a b l e  i n t e l l e c t .  " T h e r e  e x i s t e d ,  h e  s a y s ,  "a k in d  o f  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  n a iv e t e "  ( 5 3 - 5 9 ) .  A nd no w h e r e  i s  t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
n a iv e t e  b e t t e r  s e e n  th a n  in  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  V ic t o r i a n  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  
to  s e p a r a t e  f a c t  and f i c t i o n .  F o r  a l l  o f  t h e m  a l lo w e d  s e n t i m e n ­
t a l i t y  and an  e x c e s s i v e ,  o r  o b s e s s i v e ,  d e s i r e  fo r  r e f o r m i n g  
a c t i v i t y  to  b lu r  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  and to  d u l l  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e s .
T h e  p o e m  p r in t e d  b y  G r e g  and th e  s t o r i e s  s o  r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  
b y  M a y h e w  a t t e s t  to  th i s  f a c t .  A c c o r d in g  to  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te ,  "
^ G r a h a m e  S m ith ,  D i c k e n s , M o n e y , A nd S o c i e t y  ( B e r k e l e y  
and L o s  A n g e l e s ,  1968),  p . 53.
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t o t a l l y  o b l iv i o u s  to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s e n t i m e n t ,  " S e d u c t io n  i s  th e  
c o m m o n  s t o r y  o f  n u m b e r s  o f  w e l l  b r o u g h t  up  [ s i c ] w h o  n e v e r  w e r e  
s e d u c e d ,  and w h o  a r e  v o lu n t a r y  and i n e x c u s a b l e  p r o f l i g a t e s .
A nd y e t  w i d e s p r e a d  a s s e n t  w a s  g iv e n  to  a  s t o r y  th a t  c o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  t r u e  in  n o  m o r e  th a n  a s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  i n s t a n c e s .
A s  e x a s p e r a t i n g  a s  h i s  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y  i s  the  V i c t o r i a n  
h u m a n i t a r ia n ' s  t e n d e n c y  to  c o n t r a d i c t  h i m s e l f  o r  to  ig n o r e  a s p e c t s  
of  th e  p r o b l e m  th a t  he s h o u ld  be a w a r e  o f .  E v e n  D r .  A c to n ,  the  
m o s t  l o g i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  o f  t h e m  a l l ,  c a n  c o n d e m n  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e  in  one s e n t e n c e  and a s k  h i s  r e a d e r s  to  p i ty  h e r  in  th e  
n e x t .  H e k n o w s  f u l l  w e l l  o f  the  b a w d s ,  " f e m a le s  o f  e x t r e m e  
a v a r i c e ,  and o f t e n  f e r o c i o u s  m a n n e r s  . . . w h o  had  b e e n  b r e d  
to  the b u s i n e s s  f r o m  y o u th ,  a s  r e l a t i v e s  o r  o ld  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e i r  
p r e d e c e s s o r s "  ( 4 2 - 4 3 ) .  B u t w h e r e  a r e  th e  w h o r e s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  
" b r ed  to  th e  b u s i n e s s  f r o m  y o u th " ?  W h e r e  a r e  a l l  t h o s e  l ik e  
" A n o th er  U n fo r tu n a te " ?  He k n o w s  t h e y  e x i s t ,  but fo r  th e  m o s t  
p a r t  he i g n o r e s  t h e m  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  s e d u c e d  v i c t i m  o r  th e  w o m a n  
d r i v e n  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  b y  p o v e r t y .  W hat A c t o n  d o e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  
G r e g ,  D i c k e n s ,  M a y h e w ,  and T a i t ' s  d o  a s  a m a t te r  o f  c o u r s e .  I 
h a v e  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d  th a t  G r e g  o f f e r s  a f i f t y - e i g h t  p a g e  d e f e n s e
4 2 i_ ,e tter  to  th e  e d i t o r ,  T he T i m e s , F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1858 , p. 12.
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o f  w o m e n  in  a  p r o f e s s i o n  h e  i s  r e p u l s e d  b y .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
i s  P r o f e s s o r  S m it h ' s  " h y s t e r i a  o f  a c t io n "  (53) ,  th e  d e s i r e  to  
r e f o r m  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  to  c r e a t e  a  c l i m a t e  f a v o r a b le  to  r e ­
f o r m a t i o n  and the  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  in to  s o c i e t y  of a l l  fo u r  th o u s a n d  
w h o r e s  th a t  h a l f - l i s t e n e d  to  B a p t i s t  N o e l .
W hat h a p p e n s  in  the  c e n t u r y ' s  j o u r n a l i s m  h a p p e n s  in  i t s  
f i c t i o n .  V ic t o r i a n  n o v e l i s t s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  c o n te n t  to  p r e s e n t  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  a s  a fo u l  and d e g r a d e d  p r o f e s s i o n  and to  d e p ic t  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e  h e r s e l f  a s  th e  in j u r e d  m i s f i t ,  th e  f a l l e n  in n o c e n t .
A t  th e  en d  o f  the  c e n t u r y ,  O sm o n d  W a y m a r k  t e l l s  Ida S t a r r ,  
a p r o s t i t u t e  in  G i s s i n g ' s  T h e  U n c l a s s e d ,  th a t  h e r  c h a r i t y  m a k e s  
h e r  " one o u t  o f  a th o u sa n d "  (85).  J u d g e d  in  t e r m s  o f  th e  w h o le  
r a n g e  o f  V ic t o r i a n  f i c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h e  i s  a n y th in g  but a t y p ic a l ,  
f o r  a g a i n s t  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  a v a r ic io u s  b a w d s  and h e d o n i s t i c  
w h o r e s ,  V i c t o r i a n  n o v e l s  p r e s e n t  a g r e a t  m a n y  p r o s t i t u t e s  
w h o s e  p h y s i c a l  e x i s t e n c e s ,  t h e i r  d e g r a d in g  and p o l lu te d  t r a d e  in  
s e x ,  i s  at o d d s  w ith  t h e ir  n a t u r e s ,  t h e ir  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s .  In s o  f a r  
a s  a  c e n t u r y ’s f i c t i o n  lo o k e d  a t  the w o m e n  o f  th e  s t r e e t s  a t  a l l ,  
i t  lo o k e d  n o t  a t  t h e m  "dans l ' e x e r c i c e  de l e u r  m e t i e r ,  " n ot at  
" le u r  to n ,  a l e u r  im p u d e u r ,  e t  a u x  m o t s  lu b r iq u e s  q u i s o r t e n t  
de l a  b o u c h e  de q u e lq u e s  u n e s .  " R a t h e r ,  l ik e  P a r e n t - D u c h a t e l e t  
in  F r a n c e  and G r e g  in  E n g la n d ,  V ic t o r ia n  n o v e l i s t s  e x a m in e d
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w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  to  be th e  o t h e r  h a l f  o f  a d u a l i ty  a c c e p t e d  
b y  t h e m  but r e j e c t e d  b y  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  th e  s o u l  o f  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e .  F o r  a g a in  l ik e  D u c h a t e le t ,  t h e y  r e j e c t e d  th e  i d e a  
o f  f in d in g  an  i m a g e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  s o u l  in  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n :
M a is  c e  n ' e s t  p a s  d a n s  c e s  c i r c o n s t a n c e s  que l ' o n  p e u t  
£ t u d ie r  le  c o e u r  e t  l ' e s p r i t  de  c e s  f e m m e s ;  c ' e s t  e n  
p r i s o n ,  d a n s  l e u r s  m o m e n t s  de p e in e s  e t  de s o u f f r a n c e s  
. . . .  E l i e s  c o n n a i s s e n t  to u te  l e u r  a b j e c t io n ,  e t  e n  on t,  
a  c e  q u ' i l  p a r a i t ,  u n e  id e e  b i e n  p r o fo n d e ;  e l l e s  s o n t  a  
e l l e s - m e m e s  un  s u j e t  d 'h o r r e u r .  ^
^ ^ P a r e n t - D u c h a t e l e t ,  D e  l a  p r o s t i t u t io n  d a n s  l a  v i l l e  de  
P a r i s  . . . , q u o te d  in  G r e g ,  pp. 4 5 2 - 4 5 3 n .
CH APTER IV
E V A N G E L IC A L IS M  A N D  T H E  IM A G E  O F  SIN
E i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e  d e p ic t e d  n u m e r o u s  f a l l e n  
w o m e n  w h o  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  r e p e n t e d .  T h e  e x t e n t  and th e  e f f i c a c y  
o f  t h e i r  r e f o r m a t i o n s  r a n g e d  f r o m  th e  u t t e r  d e s p a i r  o f  C l a r i s s a  
H a r lo w e  and th e  b o s o m  w r in g in g  o f  G o ld s m it h ' s  " lo v e ly  w o m a n "  
to  th e  q u e s t i o n a b l y  " s i n c e r e  p e n i t e n c e "  o f  M o l l  F l a n d e r s  and the  
a r t i s t i c a l l y  in a p p r o p r ia t e  " c o n v e r s io n "  o f  F a n n y  H i l l .  B ut  
r e p e n t  t h e y  d id  and f r e q u e n t ly  a s  th e  c u lm i n a t i o n  to  a  v e r y ,  v e r y  
f u l l  c a r e e r  of i m m o r a l i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  V ic t o r i a n  d a u g h t e r s  
o f  t h e s e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p e n i t e n t s  b e c a m e  l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  
in  w h o m  to  p o r t r a y  th a t  f a v o r i t e  r e l i g i o u s  t h e m e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  
c e n t u r y ,  a t h e m e  p r a c t i c a l l y  r e v e r e n c e d  b y  the  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,
" T he  P a t t e r n  o f  C o n v e r s io n .
" L o v e  n o t  p l e a s u r e ;  l o v e  G od . T h is  i s  th e  E v e r l a s t i n g  Y e a ,  
w h e r e i n  a l l  c o n t r a d ic t i o n  i s  s o lv e d ;  w h e r e i n  w h o s o  w a lk s  and
^ J e r o m e  H a m i l t o n  B u c k le y ,  T h e  V i c t o r i a n  T e m p e r : A  
S tu d y  in  L i t e r a r y  C u l tu r e  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1964),  t i t l e  of C h a p te r  V.
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w o r k s ,  i t  i s  w e l l  w i t h  h im .  " T h e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  c o u ld  a p p ly
C arlyle's formula for conversion to no one more su ccessfu lly
th a n  to  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  th e  w o m a n  w h o  t h e y  th o u g h t  s o  l o v e d  s e l f i s h
p l e a s u r e  th a t  s h e  w a s  t o t a l l y  b lin d  to  God and  to  a n y  w o r k  th a t
m i g h t  b e n e f i t  o t h e r s . S h e  w a s  the  s i n n e r ,  t h e y  a s s u m e d ,  m o s t
in need of the conversion experience. Furtherm ore, the gravity
o f  h e r  s i n  p r o v id e d  th e  m o r a l i s t  w ith  an  e x t r e m e  e x a m p l e ,  th e
c o n v e r s i o n  o f  th e  s i n n e r  w o r s e  th a n  w h o m  t h e r e  w a s ,  i s ,  and
could be none. (For humanitarians and Evangelicals alike, in
short all V ictorians, were one in the opinion that in so far as
s h e  w a s  ju d g e d  in  t e r m s  o f  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  the  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s
3
th e  w o r s t  o f  s i n n e r s .  ) If s h e  c o u ld  r e f lo u n c e  a s in f u l  l i f e ,  
c e r t a i n l y  a n y  o th e r  s i n n e r  c o u ld  do  s o .
T h e  tw o  w o r k s  o f  f i c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  w h ic h  I w i s h  to  d i s c u s s  
t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n  th a t  s o  f a s c i n a t e d  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  a r e  
" T he M a g d a le n ,  " a  c h a p t e r  o f  S a m u e l  W a r r e n ' s  P a s s a g e s  F r o m  th e  
D i a r y  o f  a L a te  P h y s i c i a n  (1832) and H e n r y  G la d w y n  J e b b 's  Out o f  
th e  D e p th s  (1859). E a c h  d e p ic t s  the  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  a  
p r o s t i t u t e ,  a  tu r n in g  f r o m  p l e a s u r e  and s i n  to  lo v e  o f  God and to
^S a r t o r  R e s a r t u s , th e  T h e  W o r k s  o f  T h o m a s  C a r ly l e  
(L o n d o n ,  1897), I, 1 5 3 -1 5 4 .
3
S e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e m a r k s  o f  M a y h e w  and G r e g ,  a b o v e ,  p .73 .
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r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  s e l f .  I h a v e  c h o s e n  to  u s e  W a r r e n ' s  " M a g d a le n "  
s i m p l y  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  o f t - r e p e a t e d  p a t t e r n  of c o n v e r s i o n .  It 
w a s  w r i t t e n  b e f o r e  th e  a g e  e v e n  b e g a n ,  p e r h a p s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 2 9 ,^  
and  t r e a t s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  a n a l o g i c a l l y  b o th  w h i le  s h e  i s  f a l l e n  
and a f t e r  s h e  h a s  r i s e n ;  th a t  i s ,  a t  b o th  p e r i o d s  o f  h e r  l i f e  
W a r r e n  d e p ic t s  h e r  p h y s i c a l  e x i s t e n c e  a s  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  h e r  
n a t u r e .  ® J e b b 's  n o v e l ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  w o r t h y  of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e ­
c a u s e  i t  i s  m u c h  l a t e r .  W r it te n  in  1859, i t  d e r i v e s  i t s  f u n d a m e n t a l  
a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  th e  w h o r e  f r o m  E v a n g e l i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  but b y  
t h i s  la t e  d a te  h u m a n i t a r ia n  c o n t e n t io n s  h a v e  b e g u n  to  u n d e r m in e  
E v a n g e l i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n s  a b o u t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  the  p r o s t i t u t e .  If 
a n y th in g  f i n a l l y  c a n  be s a id  a b o u t  J e b b ,  m o r e  d e e p ly  su n k  in  
a n o n y m it y  th an  e v e n  W a rre n ,  i t  i s  th a t  h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  s e p a r a t e  
h i s  l o w  c h u r c h  l e a n i n g s  f r o m  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n  a t t i tu d e  t o w a r d s  
p r o s t i t u t e s  th a t  f i l l e d  th e  a ir  in  th e  f i f t i e s  and in  the  f o l lo w in g  
d e c a d e s .
A s  a t y p ic a l  c o n v e r s i o n  t a l e ,  " T he M a g d a le n ,  " on e  o f  
th e  " s e r i e s  o f  w h a t  w o u ld  n o w  be  c a l l e d  p s y c h i a t r i c  c a s e
^ T h o m a s  S e c c o m b e  in  D N B  s . v .  " W a r r e n ,  S a m u e l .  "
5
W a r r e n ' s  f a t h e r  w a s ,  f o r  a  t i m e ,  a m a j o r  f ig u r e  in  th e  
W e s le y a n  m o v e m e n t ,  and W a r r e n  h i m s e l f  a lw a y s  had  p r o t e s t a n t  
l e a n i n g s  (D N B ).
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h i s t o r i e s " ^ 1 th a t  m a k e  up W a r r e n ' s  P a s s a g e s , h a s  t h r e e  p a r t s .
T h e  f i r s t  r e p r e s e n t s  E le a n o r  B rs p r e l a p s a r i a n  e x i s t e n c e
and h e r  fa l l ;  th e  s e c o n d ,  h e r  p r o s t i t u t io n  and h e r  c o n v e r s i o n  
e x p e r i e n c e ;  and th e  th ir d ,  h e r  p e r i o d  o f  a t o n e m e n t  c u lm i n a t i n g  
in  h e r  h a p p y  d e a th .
W h ile  a y o u n g  g i r l ,  E l e a n o r ' s  " e d u c a t i o n - - h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  - -  
h e r  c a s t  o f  c h a r a c t e r - - h e r  t a s t e s  and i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  " and a b o v e  a l l  
h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  l o v e l i n e s s  e a r n  f o r  h e r  th e  t i t l e  o f  " T he  M a d o n n a "  
a m o n g  th e  t o w n s p e o p le  w h o  i d o l i z e  h e r .  H o w e v e r ,  the  spiritual 
s t a t e  o f  the y o u n g  v i r g i n  i s  n ot a s  h e a l t h y  a s  i s  th e  p h y s i c a l ,  
f o r  E l e a n o r  i s  a l l  t o o  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h e r  o w n  b e a u ty ,  and s h e  
l u x u r i a t e s  in  th is  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  H e r  f a v o r i t e  p a s t i m e  i s  r e a d in g  
" h a te fu l  n o v e l s "  (316) fu l l  o f  " f a l s e  s e n t im e n t "  (295) and c o n t a in in g  
" e r r o n e o u s  and d i s t o r t e d  v i e w s  o f  l i f e  and  m o r a l s "  (2 9 5 ) .  H e r  
r e a d i n g  c o n v i n c e s  h e r  th a t  b e a u t y  a lo n e  w i l l  e a r n  h e r  a h ig h  
p la c e  in  th e  w o r ld  (o f  w h ic h  s h e  i s  a l l  to o  d e s i r o u s  ), w i l l  e a r n  
p e r h a p s  e v e n  a  p r o p o s a l  and a c o r o n e t  f r o m  a n o b le m a n  (316).
T h u s ,  h e r  s u p e r f i c i a l  v a lu e s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  P r i d e
^ W ayne B u r n s ,  C h a r le s  R e a d e : A  S tudy  in  V ic t o r i a n  
A u t h o r s h ip  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1961), p . 8 0 .
7
S a m u e l  W a r r e n ,  P a s  s a g e s  F r o m  th e  D ia r y  o f  a L a te  
P h y s i c i a n  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1871), II, 2 9 4 .  A l l  c i t a t i o n s  a r e  f r o m  v o l .  II.
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in  h e r s e l f  and h e r  b e a u t y  i n f e c t s  E l e a n o r  w ith  " r e b e l l i o u s  f e e l i n g s "  
(315) a g a i n s t  h e r  lo t  and l e a d s  h e r  to  t h e o l o g i c a l  p r id e ,  the  
w i l l i n g n e s s  to  p la c e  h e r s e l f  a b o v e  G od, s e l f - l o v e  r a t h e r  th a n  
l o v e  of G od . W h en  th e  d e a th  o f  E l e a n o r ' s  f a t h e r  f o r c e s  th e  g i r l  
and  h e r  m o t h e r  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a b o a r d in g  h o u s e ,  
th e  m o t h e r  i s  u n a b le  "to b en d  the  s tu b b o r n  h e a r t  o f  h e r  d a u g h te r  
in to  a c q u i e s c e n c e  w i t h  th e  w i l l  o f  P r o v i d e n c e "  (315). S e l f - l o v e  
l e a d s  th e  g i r l  a l s o  to  f i l i a l  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  th e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly
Q
r e c u r r i n g  t h e m e  in  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p o p u la r  f ic t io n .
W h en  E l e a n o r  b e c o m e s  in fa tu a te d  w ith  C a p t a i n  , h e r
a m b i t io n  l e a d s  to  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  and d i s o b e d i e n c e  l e a d s  to  h e r  
f a l l .  S h e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a l i a i s o n  w ith o u t  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  k n o w le d g e ,  
i n s t r u c t i n g  th e  c a p t a in  " not to  a p p e a r  to  k n o w  m e  i f  he  s h o u ld  
h a p p e n  to  m e e t  m e  w ith  m y  m o t h e r "  (320 ) .  In the w o r ld  o f  
E v a n g e l i c a l  f i c t i o n ,  no lo v e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  n o t  th e  s e l f i s h  
in fa tu a t io n  E l e a n o r  f e e l s  f o r  th e  c a p ta in ,  c a n  le a d  to  a n y th in g  
g o o d  w h i le  s t i l l  u n s a n c t i o n e d  by a p a r e n t .  E l e a n o r ' s  b a s e  lo v e
f o r  C a p t a i n  d e n ie s  lo v e  o f  God b e c a u s e  i t  d e n ie s  lo v e  o f
G o d 's  e m i s s a r y  on  e a r t h ,  th e  p a r e n t .  E l e a n o r  c o m p o u n d s  h e r
O
J . M . S .  T o m p k in s ,  T h e  P o p u la r  N o v e l  in  E n g la n d ,  
1 7 7 0 -1 8 0 0  (L in c o ln ,  N e b . ,  1961), p. 4 .
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s i n  b y  a c c e p t i n g  the  c a p t a in rs p r o p o s a l  f o r  a s e c r e t  m a r r i a g e ,  
a  f u r t h e r  d e n ia l  o f  a m o t h e r ' s  c l a i m  u p on  h e r  d a u g h te r .  F i n a l l y ,  
w h e n  h e r  m o t h e r  g o e s  ou t  o f  to w n  and l e a v e s  E le a n o r  in  c h a r g e
o f  the b o a r d in g  h o u s e ,  th e  g i r l  r u n s  o f f  w ith  C a p t a i n  ,
s u p p o s e d l y  to  g e t  m a r r i e d  (3 2 2 ) .
S u c h  an  u n h o ly  a l l i a n c e  a s  th a t  o f  E l e a n o r  and the  c a p ta in  
c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  s u c c e e d ,  and w h e n  th e  m a r r i a g e  n e v e r  m a t e r i a ­
l i z e s ,  E l e a n o r  b e c o m e s  th e  g a l la n t  o f f i c e r ' s  m i s t r e s s .
P r i o r  to  h e r  f a l l ,  E l e a n o r ' s  v a l u e s ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  p o in te d  
o u t ,  a r e  s e l f - o r i e n t e d  and m a t e r i a l i s t i c .  In th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  
h e r  s t o r y ,  a f t e r  h e r  f a l l ,  s h e  a s s u m e s  a l l  th e  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  th e  w h o r e  s o  d e s p i s e d  b y  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s .  T h u s ,  w h e n  h i s  
c h a r a c t e r  b e c o m e s  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  W a r r e n  p r e s e n t s  h e r  m o n i s t i c a l l y .  
She g r o w s  fon d  o f  d r in k ,  and a m id  the  m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t s  p u r c h a s e d  
b y  th e  c a p t a in ,  th e  g i r l ' s  s e n s e  o f  s h a m e  and  r e m o r s e  s o o n  w e a r s  
off:  "I b e g a n  to  f in d  m y  f e e l i n g s  d u l le d ,  and g o t  in  a  m a n n e r
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  m y  s i t u a t io n "  (3 2 5 ) .  W h en  s h e  l e a v e s  C a p t a i n _____
f o r " L o r d  , an  e x t r a v a g a n t ,  d i s s i p a t e d ,  but h a n d s o m e  yo u n g
m a n "  (3 2 5 ) ,  E l e a n o r  c o m e s  in to  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to b e  a b le  to  
" b la z o n  m y  s h a m e .  I w a s  a l lo w e d  w h a t e v e r  d r e s s - - w h a t e v e r  
o r n a m e n t s  I c h o s e  to  o r d e r .  I q u ite  s h o n e  i n  j e w e l r y ,  t i l l  I 
a t t r a c t e d  u n i v e r s a l  a t te n t io n "  (3 2 5 ) .  H e r  s u c c e s s ,  o b v io u s ly ,
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i s  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and o f  a p p e a r a n c e  o n ly .
A s  h e r  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  d e g e n e r a t e s  s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  s o  d o e s  
h e r  p h y s i c a l  b e in g .  H e r  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  c h a n g e d  b y  d i s e a s e  to
s u c h  an e x t e n t  th a t  L o r d  l e a v e s  in  s e a r c h  o f  a p r e t t i e r
m i s t r e s s .  A lc o h o l ,  la u d a n u m , and p o v e r t y  s o o n  d r iv e  E l e a n o r  
to  s e e k  c o m p a n y  w ith  th e  w o m e n  o f  th e  s t r e e t s ,  and s h e  e n d s  
up in  "a r e g u l a r  h o u s e  o f  in fa m y "  (331)! A t th is  p o in t ,  b o th  h e r  
s p i r i t u a l  and p h y s i c a l  l i v e s  a r e  at t h e i r  n a d ir s :
I l i v e d  i n  a s t a t e  o f  m in d  th a t  I c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e ;  a  s o r t  
o f  c a l m  d e s p e r a t i o n - - q u i t e  in d i f f e r e n t  w h a t  b e c a m e  o f  m e - -  
o f t e n  w i s h i n g  th a t  I m ig h t  d r o p  d o w n  d e a d  in  th e  s t r e e t s .
I s e l d o m  p a s s e d  t h r e e  h o u r s  in  the  d a y  s o b e r ;  e v e r y  fa r th in g  
o f  m o n e y  I c o u ld  p r o c u r e  w a s  i n s t a n t l y  c h a n g e d  f o r  th e  m o s t  
s c o r c h i n g  s p i r i t s  ! B u t I w i l l  n o t  t o r t u r e  y o u  w ith  d e s c r i b i n g  
th e  l i f e  I l e d  f o r  a y e a r  a f t e r  th is ;  i t  w a s  th a t  o f  a d e v i l !  (331)
E l e a n o r fs c o n s c i e n c e  i s  f in a l l y  a w a k e n e d  w h e n  s h e  s e e s  h e r  
o r i g i n a l  s e d u c e r  th r o w n  f r o m  a h o r s e  and k i l l e d .  S h e r e l a t e s  to  
th e  d o c t o r  th e  e f f e c t  th e  in c i d e n t  h a s  on  h e r :
T h e  m o m e n t  I r e c o g n i z e d  th e  b l e e d i n g  b o d y  . . .  a 
s t r a n g e  p a in  s h o t  a c r o s s  m y  b r e a s t .  I f e l t - - I  k n e w  it  
w a s  m y  d e a t h - s t r o k e - - I  k n e w  I h a d  n o t  lo n g  to  l i v e - - t h a t  
th e  d e s t r o y e r  and h i s  v i c t i m  w o u ld  s o o n  be  o n c e  m o r e  
w it h in  th e  d r e a d f u l  s ig h t  o f  e a c h  o t h e r !  . . . e v e r y  n ig h t
I w a s  s c a r e d  w ith  th e  s p e c t r e  o f  C a p t a i n  , e v e r y  d a y
t o r t u r e d  w i t h  th e  h o r r i d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  m y  p a s t  and p r e ­
s e n t  g u i l t ! - - U n a b l e  to  f o l l o w  m y  f o u l ,  r e v o l t i n g  l in e  o f  
l i f e  a s  b e f o r e ,  I w a n d e r e d ,  l ik e  a c u r s e d  s p i r i t ,  f r o m  
on e  h o u s e  o f  in f a m y  to  a n o th e r ,  e a c h  w o r s e  th a n  the
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f o r m e r - - f r e q u e n t l y  b e a t e n  w ith  c r u e l  v i o l e n c e ,  h a l f ­
s t a r v e d ,  and s o m e t i m e s  k ic k e d  o u t  o f  d o o r s  in to  th e  
s t r e e t ,  b e c a u s e  I w o u ld  n o t  w o r k ! (335)
E l e a n o r  i s  h a l f  c o r r e c t  r e g a r d i n g  th e  im m i n e n c e  o f  h e r  d e a th ,  
b u t r a t h e r  th a n  p h y s i c a l  E l e a n o r ' s  d e a th  i s  s p i r i t u a l ,  "the l i t t l e  
d e a t h - i n - l i f e ,  th e  d y in g  u n to  th e  c o r r u p t e d  s e l f .  If i t  i s  a 
d e a th ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a  b ir t h  in to  a n e w  l i f e ,  a  n e w  b e g in n in g ,  
and  t h i s  b ir t h ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  E l e a n o r  r e f u s e s  to  p ly  h e r  t r a d e ,  i s  
s y m b o l i c a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  as  a b a p t i s m  i n  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  d ea d
C a p t a i n  w i th  w h i c h  E l e a n o r  i s  " to r tu r e d "  (335 ) .  F o r
P r o f e s s o r  B u c k le y  r e m i n d s  u s  th a t  b lo o d  w a s  u s e d  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y  
w ith  w a t e r  a s  a s i g n  o f  th e  " c l e a n s i n g  o f  the  s o i l e d  s e l f "  (98).
In th e  t h ir d  p a r t  o f  W a r r e n ’s c o n v e r s i o n  t a l e ,  th e  g i r l ' s  
p h y s i c a l  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  th e  i l l n e s s  w h ic h  f i r s t  b r in g s  h e r  to  the  
d o c t o r ' s  a t t e n t io n  p a r a l l e l s  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of h e r  s p i r i t  and the  
r e n u n c ia t i o n  of h e r  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  T he p h y s i c i a n  s e e s  in  E l e a n o r  
" s ig n s  o f  r e j o i c i n g  in  th e  d e s e r t - - o f  g l a d n e s s  in  th e  w i l d e r n e s s  
an d  s o l i t a r y  p l a c e ,  and o f  b l o s s o m i n g  in  th e  r o s e "  (3 0 7 )!  T h e  
g r e a t e s t  a id  to  h e r  r e c o v e r y  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  "the i n e s t i m a b l e  
s u p p o r t  and c o m f o r t  s h e  r e c e i v e d  in  th e  o f f i c e s  o f  th a t  b e s t ,  n a y ,
^ B uckley , pp. 91-92.
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th a t  o n ly  s o l a c e  o f  th e  b e d  o f  s i c k n e s s  and d e a th - -R E L I G I O N "
(311). H e r  c o n v e r s i o n  t r a n s f o r m s  s in f u l  l o v e  o f  s e l f  and o f  
C a p t a i n  in to  h o ly  lo v e  o f  God.
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  y e a r s  o f  th e  s a d d e r  but w i s e r  E l e a n o r  a r e  
b a la n c e d  a g a in s t  t h o s e  o f  h e r  p r e l a p s a r i a n  i n n o c e n c e .  T h e  g i r l  
w h o  o n c e  a p p e a r e d  to  be  th e  " M adonna"  n ow  l i v e s  in  " M a g d a le n  
C o tta g e "  (344 )  and s p e n d s  t im e  w o r k in g  on  a s a m p l e r  i n s c r i b e d  
w ith  th e  n a m e  " M a r y  M a g d a le n "  (351). I n s te a d  o f  f i c t i o n  E l e a n o r  
r e a d s  o n ly  d e v o t io n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  s u c h  a s  "the a l m o s t  d iv in e  
'S a in t ' s  R e s t '  o f  B a x t e r .  M o r n in g ,  n o o n  and n ig h t ,  d id  s h e  
p o n d e r  o v e r  i t s  p a g e s ,  im b ib in g  t h e i r  c h a s t e n in g ,  h a l lo w in g ,  
g lo r i f y in g  s p i r i t "  (3 4 0 ) .  No lo n g e r  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  o b ta in in g  a  
h ig h  p la c e  in  the  w o r ld ,  E l e a n o r  l i v e s  in  r e t i r e m e n t  d i r e c t i n g  
h e r  e n e r g i e s  to  w o r s h i p  and g o o d  w o r k s ,  h o p in g  o n ly  to  a c h ie v e  
a p la c e  in  h e a v e n  (3 4 8 ) .  She i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e v o te d  to  t e a c h in g  
c a t e c h i s m  to  th e  y o u n g  g i r l s  o f  th e  n e ig h b o r h o o d ,  h e r  o n ly  c o n t a c t  
w ith  s o c i e t y ,  and s h e  g e n t ly  r e p r o v e s  t h e m  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  a r e  
t e m p t e d  a w a y  f r o m  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e i r  s p ir i t u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  
( 3 4 6 - 3 4 7 ) .  M o s t  im p o r t a n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h e r  p r id e  and w i l l  to  
d i s o b e y  g iv e  w a y  to  a  c o m p l e t e  a c q u i e s c e n c e  in  th e  w i l l  o f  God. 
W hen s h e  f a l l s  i l l  a g a in ,  E le a n o r  r e s t s  " c a lm ly  a w a i t in g  th e  s t r o k e  
o f  d i s m i s s a l "  (3 4 5 ) .  W ith  " e x t r a o r d in a r y  m e e k n e s s "  (3 4 6 )  s h e
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lo o k s  f o r w a r d  to  l e a v in g  a w o r ld  s h e  o n c e  m a d e  h e r  h e a v e n .
In a l l  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  f o r m e r l y  s h e  e r r e d ,  E l e a n o r  i s  c o r r e c t e d  
b y  h e r  c o n v e r s i o n .  H e r  s e l f - l o v e  b e c o m e s  lo v e  o f  God and i s  
m a n i f e s t e d  in  h e r  d e s i r e  to  m a k e  h e r  w i l l  s u b m i s s i v e  to  th e  w i l l  
of P r o v i d e n c e .
T h u s ,  W a r r e n  t a k e s  a s i n n e r  and d e m o n s t r a t e s  th e  p a t t e r n  
o f  c o n v e r s i o n .  In d o in g  s o  he p r o v i d e s  h is  r e a d e r s  w ith  j u s t  
th e  k in d  o f  m o r b id  r e l i g i o s i t y  t h e y  l i k e d .  H is  c h o ic e  o f  c o n v e r t ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i s  a l s o  d ic t a t e d  b y  th e  V ic t o r i a n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  p r o s t i ­
t u t e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n .  E le a n o r  i s  th e  p e r f e c t  c h a r a c t e r  b y  w h o m  
to  d e m o n s t r a t e  th e  to o  o f t e n  ig n o r e d  B i b l i c a l  t e a c h in g  th a t  C h r i s t  
s o  lo v e d  a l l  m e n  th a t  n o t  e v e n  th e  w o r s t  o f  s i n n e r s  w a s  to  be  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  h is  k in g d o m .  B y  r e n o u n c in g  th e  p h y s i c a l  and  
m a t e r i a l  i d e a l s  w h ic h  a r e  s u p p o s e d ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
in  fa v o r  o f  a s p i r i t u a l  i d e a l  th a t  t h r i v e s  o n  p h y s i c a l  p r iv a t i o n ,  
E le a n o r  B b e c o m e s  an E v a n g e l i c a l  id e a l .
C a p t a i n  i s  E l e a n o r ' s  s e d u c e r ,  b u t  h e  i s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  h e r  d e s c e n t  in to  p r o s t i t u t io n .  F o r  in  a  s e n s e ,  th e  c a p t a in  
m e r e l y  p r o v id e s  an  o c c a s i o n  fo r  E l e a n o r ' s  s in f u l  s e l f i s h n e s s  
t o  b e c o m e  e x t e r n a l i z e d .  H e r  p r o s t i t u t i o n  w ilh  all i t s  s e l f - o r i e n t e d  
v a lu e s  i s  l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  an  o b j e c t i f i c a t io n  o r  an  im a g e  o f  a  s in fu l,  
s e l f - o r i e n t e d  n a t u r e .  H e r  t r a d e ,  th e  d e g r a d a t io n  o f  l o v e  to  l u s t ,
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i s  m e r e l y  a  s y m b o l  o f  h e r  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  a l l  v a lu e s  to  s e l f ,  and  
h e r  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  d i s e a s e  a s y m b o l  o f  s p i r i t u a l  r e c o v e r y .
W a r r e n  v i e w s  h is  c h a r a c t e r  m o n i s t i c a l l y ,  v i e w s  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  
a s  r e f l e c t i n g  a  s in f u l  n a t u r e .  H e n r y  G la d w y n  J e b b ,  on  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , i s  i n c l in e d  to  v i e w  M a r y  S m ith ,  p r o t a g o n i s t  o f  h is  l o n g -  
f o r g o t t e n  O ut o f  th e  D e p t h s , in  th e  s a m e  w a y ,  but Jeb b  f e e l s  
th e  i m p a c t  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  and in  s e v e r a l  p a r t i c u l a r s  w a v e r s  
b e t w e e n  m o n i s m  and d u a l i s m  in  h is  d e p ic t i o n  o f  h i s  p r o s t i t u t e .
In s p i t e  o f  M a r y ’s d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  E d e n ic ,  " s w e e t  
d e a r  l i t t l e  c o t t a g e ,  o f  h e r  y o u th ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h e r  " r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
o f  p e a c e  and i n n o c e n c e ” (13) and h e r  " b ir th r ig h t  o f  p u r ity "  (13), 
and in  s p i t e  o f  h e r  a s s e r t i o n  th a t  on  th e  e v e n i n g  th a t  s h e  f i r s t  
g i v e s  h e r  v i r t u e  to  G e o r g e  F i s h e r  s h e  d i e s  a  " s p ir i t u a l  d e a th "
(5 6 ) ,  M a r y ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  h e r  y o u th  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  th a t  
s h e  i s  s p i r i t u a l l y  d e a d  lo n g  b e f o r e  s h e  e v e r  m e e t s  G e o r g e .  F r o m  
the  t i m e  th a t  s h e  i s  f iv e  y e a r s  o ld ,  M a r y  h a s  th e  v a lu e s  o f  a  
w h o r e .
E v e n  as  a y o u n g  g i r l ,  M a r y  " n e v e r  c e a s e d  to  h a v e  b e f o r e  
m e  th e  id e a  th a t  I w a s  a  p r e t t y  c h i ld ,  w ith  m a r k s  o f  r e f i n e m e n t "  (14). 
W h en  s h e  g e t s  o l d e r ,  s h e  i s  s i n f u l l y  p l e a s e d  w ith  the a d m ir a t i o n
H e n r y  G la d w y n  J e b b ,  ] O ut o f  th e  D e p t h s : T h e  S t o r y  o f  
a W o m a n 's  L i f e  (N e w  Y o r k ,  I 8 6 0 ) ,  p. 13.
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h e r  b e a u ty  e l i c i t s  a t  a  p a r t y  a t  w h ic h  s h e  i s  a  s e r v a n t  (2 5 ) ,  and  
w h e n  s h e  f i r s t  m e e t s  G e o r g e  F i s h e r  s h e  f e e l s  s u r e  th a t  h is  lo o k s  
" u tte r  s i l e n t  a d m ir a t io n "  (33) o f  h e r  b e a u ty .  T h u s ,  a s  w ith  
E l e a n o r ,  M a r y ' s  t r o u b l e s  b e g in  w i t h  s e l f - l o v e .  She l o v e s  h e r  
o w n  b e a u t y  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  G od th a t  g a v e  h e r  th a t  b e a u ty ,  and  
s h e  l o v e s  p h y s i c a l  b e a u t y  r a t h e r  th a n  th a t  o f  th e  s p i r i t .
H e r  m i s d i r e c t e d  l o v e  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  in  h e r  f a i l u r e  to  lo v e  
and h o n o r  h e r  p a r e n t s .  She h id e s  f r o m  h e r  m o t h e r  the f a c t  
th a t  s h e  r e a d s  n o v e l s ,  i n t u i t i v e l y  p e r c e i v i n g  th a t  th e  p io u s  w o m a n  
w o u ld  d i s a p p r o v e  (19). A f t e r  e a c h  s e c r e t  m e e t i n g  w ith  G e o r g e ,  
M a r y  m a k e s  up  a s t o r y  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  h e r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  h o m e  
(52).  On one o c c a s i o n  s h e  e v e n  s e n d s  h e r  m o t h e r  o f f  o n  an  
u n n e c e s s a r y  e r r a n d  in  o r d e r  to  k e e p  a n  a p p o in tm e n t  w i t h  h e r  
l o v e r  (4 1 -4 3 ) .
S e l f - l o v e  s o o n  l e a d s  M a r y  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  s h e  i s  b e t t e r  
th a n  h e r  p a r e n t s .  She m a n i f e s t s  a  " g r o w in g  c o n t e m p t  fo r  
m y  e q u a ls "  (24) and l i k e  E l e a n o r  f a i l s  to  m a k e  G od 's  w i l l  h e r  
ow n. S h e  d e t e r m i n e s  n e v e r  to  m a r r y  "a lo w  c l o w n i s h  f e l l o w "  
f r o m  h e r  o w n  c l a s s  (24 ) .  H e r  b e l i e f  th a t  s h e  i s  "of a f i n e r  n a tu r e  
th a n  [h e r ]  b o r n  e q u a l s "  (2 9 ) s o o n  l e a d s  h e r  to  f in d  h e r  l i f e  and  
p r o s p e c t s  i n t o l e r a b l e ,  and s h e  s e e k s  e s c a p e  in  f i c t i o n  (15). 
F i c t i o n a l  r o m a n c e  s o o n  p la n t s  th e  s e e d s  o f  the  u l t im a t e  f o r m  of
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s e l f - l o v e - - a m b i t i o n - - i n  M a r y ' s  b r e a s t .  C o n v in c e d  th a t  s h e  i s  
" as  g o o d  a s  th e  b e s t  o f  l a d i e s ,  th a t  [ s h e ]  c o u ld  h a v e  j u s t  a s  h ig h  
th o u g h t s ,  and a s  m u c h  s e n s e  and r e f i n e m e n t ,  a s  a n y  of th e m "  (23) ,  
s h e  a s p i r e s  to  e s c a p e  f r o m  h e r  o w n  c l a s s ,  in  w h ic h  s h e  h a s  
b e e n  p la c e d  b y  th e  w i l l  o f  G od , in to  th e  c l a s s  in  w h ic h  God s h o u ld  
h a v e  p la c e d  h e r .  A f t e r  G e o r g e  r e v e a l s  h i s  lo v e  f o r  h e r ,  M a r y  
g o e s  h o m e  " f e e l in g  th a t  I h a d  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  to  b e  a la d y ,  and  
th a t  I h ad  s e t  on e  fo o t  in  th e  r e g i o n  w h i c h  I h ad  a m b i t i o u s l y  
a s p i r e d  [ s i c ]  f o r  s o  lo n g "  (5 0). L o v e ,  e v e n  i l l i c i t  l o v e ,  g e n u in e  
and u n m ix e d  w i t h  a n y  b a s e  m o t i v e  in  G e o r g e ,  i s  a  k in d  o f  s e l f i s h  
p o i s o n  in  M a r y ' s  h e a r t :  "I q u e s t i o n  n o w  w h e th e r  I s h o u ld  h a v e
a c k n o w l e d g e d  m y  o w n  lo v e  s o  q u ic k ly ,  h a d  n ot the i d e a  o f  b e ­
c o m i n g  a  la d y ,  w h i c h  I had c h e r i s h e d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  w a r m l y  in  
s e c r e t  s i n c e  m y  c h i l d i s h  y e a r s ,  h e ld  a p r o m in e n t  p la c e  in  m y  
h e a r t "  (4 8 ) .  It i s  c l e a r l y  n ot  th e  l o s s  o f  c h a s t i t y  th a t  i s  r e s p o n ­
s i b l e  f o r  M a r y ' s  " s p ir i t u a l  d e a th .  " R a t h e r ,  h e r  d e a th  c o m e s  
a b o u t  b e c a u s e ,  u n l ik e  th e  " p u r e ,  and t r u e "  G e o r g e  (3 2 6 ) ,  M a r y  
u s e s  p h y s i c a l  lo v e  a s  a  m e a n s  to  a c h ie v e  a s e l f i s h ,  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  
e n d .  V a n ity ,  p r i d e ,  and a m b i t io n  a l l  c o n s p i r e  to  m a k e  the  
" in n o c e n t"  M a r y  i n s i s t  u p o n  a f in a l  m e e t i n g  w ith  G e o r g e  in  s p i t e  
o f  h i s  o b j e c t io n s  w h e n  he a p p a r e n t ly  s e n s e s  th e  t e m p t a t io n  
in v o lv e d  in  s e e i n g  h e r  a g a in  (5 6 ) .  It i s  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  th a t
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M a r y  l o s e s  h e r  " v ir t u e .  "
G e o r g e  F i s h e r  i s  a b ju r e d  o f  a l l  b la m e  f o r  M a r y ' s  fa l l ;  s h e  
i s  n o t  th e  s e d u c e d  in n o c e n t  e v e n  th o u g h  J eb b  f e e l s  c a l l e d  u p on
to introduce, in  G e o r g e ,  a p o t e n t ia l  C a p t a i n  . T h r o u g h o u t
th e  n o v e l  M a r y  r e f e r s  to  h im  in  t e r m s  o f  th e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e .
A f t e r  h e r  c o n v e r s i o n  s h e  r e f u s e s  e v e n  to  th in k  o f  h im ,  fo r  "the  
th o u g h t  o f  h im  w a s  s u r e l y  n o t  f i t  to  e n t e r  s u c h  a  p o l lu te d  m in d  
as  m in e "  (2 4 0 ) .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l th o u g h  s h e  f in d s  h e r s e l f  p r e g n a n t  w ith  
G e o r g e ' s  c h i ld ,  s h e  i s  n ot  f o r c e d  in to  p r o s t i t u t io n .  She g o e s  to  
th e  u n i v e r s i t y  to  f in d  th e  f a t h e r  o f  h e r  c h i l d ,  and he p r o m i s e s  
to  m a k e  an h o n e s t  w o m a n  o f  h e r .  B ut G e o r g e  d i e s  o f  i l l n e s s ,  
and M a r y  m i s c a r r i e s .  J eb b  s e e m s ,  a t  th is  p o in t ,  to  b e  l i s t e n i n g  
to  h u m a n e  c l a i m s  a b o u t  th e  s e d u c e d  in n o c e n t .  C h i l d l e s s  and  
h u s b a n d l e s s ,  M a r y  g o e s  h o m e  to  b e g in  a g a in .  She i s  a c c e p t e d  
b a c k  b y  h e r  f a m i l y  and b y  h e r  e m p l o y e r ,  and no  one  g e t s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t  o v e r  h e r  l o s s  o f  v i r g i n i t y .  B ut M a r y ' s  
a m b i t io n  i s  u n c h e c k e d ,  and s h e  s o o n  f in d s  h e r  h o m e  b o r in g  (8 6 ). 
B y  ly in g  to  h e r  f a m i l y ,  s h e  e s c a p e s  a g a in  to  th e  c i t y .  O n ce  in  
th e  d i s s o l u t e  c i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  to  c o n s t r a i n  h e r  s in f u l  n a t u r e ,  
and s h e  s o o n  t a k e s  to  o c c a s i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t io n .  "A w i ld ,  r e c k l e s s
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s p i r i t  b e g a n  to  c o m e  o v e r  m e  a t t h i s  t i m e ,  " s h e  s a y s ;  "I s e e m e d  
to  l o s e  a l l  s e n s e  o f  s h a m e ;  and v e r y  l i t t l e  a f f e c t i o n  fo r  a n y  th in g  
in  th e  w o r ld ,  s a v e  m y  ow n  s e l f ,  l i n g e r e d  in  m y  ow n h e a r t 1' (95 ) .
T h e  c h a n g e ,  th e  s p i r i t u a l  d e g e n e r a t i o n  o b j e c t i f i e d  b y  h e r  r e c o u r s e  
to  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  i s  e x p la in e d  b y  M a r y  in  th is  w ay:  " T h is  c h a n g e
w it h in  m e  w a s  a g r a d u a l  one; no  v io l e n t  c a u s e s  b r o u g h t  i t  on ,  
b u t  c h i e f l y  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  r e s t r a i n t "  (95).
T h e  d e p th s  to  w h ic h  M a r y  s in k s  a r e  d e p ic t e d ,  in  E v a n g e l i c a l  
f a s h i o n ,  b y  h e r  u t t e r  d e v o t io n  to  h e r s e l f  and to  m o n e y :
T h e  m o r e  I w a s  a d m ir e d  and s o u g h t  a f t e r  f o r  m y  e x t e r n a l  
g i f t s ,  th e  m o r e  e v e r y  m o r a l  f e e l i n g  s e e m e d  to  l e a v e  m e .
I c o u ld  b e  w i ld  w ith  s p i r i t s ,  f l a s h y ,  and s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  
w it t y ,  in  c o n v e r s a t i o n ;  I w a s  q u ick  to  a p p r e h e n d  and l e a r n  
m a n y  n e w  i d e a s  ab ou t th in g s  in  g e n e r a l ;  bu t the k in d  o f  
l i f e  I w a s  l e a d i n g ,  in  i t s  d e b a s in g  t e n d e n c i e s ,  q u ite  p a r a l y z e d  
a l l  th e  b e t t e r  p a r t s  o f  m y  n a tu r e .  . . .  I g r e w  s e l f i s h  . . . .
I c o u ld  d o  k i n d n e s s e s ,  in d e e d ,  but o n ly  j u s t  a s  it  s u i t e d  m e ,  
and in  m y  ow n w a y ;  o t h e r w i s e  no c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  n o  c l a i m  
o f  a f f e c t i o n ,  o r  a p p e a l  to  an y  p o r t io n  o f  m y  n a t u r e ,  w o u ld  
h a v e  m a d e  m e  s t i r  a hand to b e n e f i t  an y  b od y . (9 6 ).
A lth o u g h  s h e  i s  a w a r e  o f  the  c l a i m s  th a t  h e r  tw o  f r ie n d s  h a v e  on  
h e r  fo r  t h e i r  " p a s t  k i n d n e s s ,  " M a r y ' s  d i s t o r t e d  and m a t e r i a l i s t i c  
n a tu r e  q u ic k ly  r a t i o n a l i z e s  t h e s e  c l a i m s  aw ay:
I c o n s i d e r e d  th a t  I had p a id  t h e m  b o th  w e l l  f o r  that; and  
s o  I h a d ,  i f  m o n e y  c o u ld  e v e r  p a y  fo r  s u c h  th in g s ;  and  
in  m y  c r e e d  a t  th a t  t im e  e v e r y  th in g  c o u ld  be b o u g h t
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and  p a id  f o r ,  and I f u l ly  b e l i e v e d ,  o r  th o u g h t  I b e l i e v e d ,  
th a t  e v e r y  one e l s e  h e ld  th e  s a m e  o p in io n .  ( 97.)
T h e  o t h e r  s i g n s  o f  h e r  d e p r a v e d  n a t u r e - - l o v e  o f  d r in k  (9 9 ) ,  c r u d e  
la n g u a g e  (100), and th e  f e e l i n g  th at  s h e  " c o u ld  n o t  l i v e  w ith o u t  
e x c i t e m e n t ,  th e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  a l a w l e s s  and g o d l e s s  l i f e "  (111} — 
a r e  s o o n  v i s i b l e  in  M a r y .
F r o m  th e  m a t e r i a l  in  the f i r s t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  Out o f  the  D e p t h s , 
tw o  f a c t s  e m e r g e .  F i r s t ,  M a r y ' s  f a l l  i s  in e v i t a b l e  f r o m  h e r  
y o u n g e s t  y e a r s ,  the  r e s u l t  o f  a n a tu r e  p r e d i s p o s e d  to  s in .
S e c o n d ly ,  g iv e n  th is  s in f u l  n a tu r e ,  h e r  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  m e a n in g f u l  
p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  i t  o b j e c t i f i e s  th a t  n a t u r e .  I n d e e d ,  J e b b  m ig h t  
w e l l  h a v e  o m i t t e d  a n y  m e n t io n  o f  M a r y  a s  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  fo r  t h e r e  
e x i s t  a g r e a t  m a n y  o th e r  s i n s  u p o n  w h ic h  to  b a s e  a m o r a l  e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  h e r .  B ut p r o s t i t u t i o n  p r o v id e s  a c o n c r e t e  i m a g e  o f  s in .  W hat  
i s  im p o r t a n t  in  th e  d e p ic t io n  o f  M a r y  S m ith  i s  n o t  th e  k in d  o f  s in ,  
th e  s p e c i f i c  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  s h e  d e v o t e s  h e r s e l f  to  f a l s e  l o v e ,  
lo v e  o f  s e l f ,  but i s  r a t h e r  th e  e x t e n t  to  w h i c h  s h e  i s  d e g r a d e d  by  
s i n ,  and f o r  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  no s i n  d e g r a d e d  a s  d id  s e x u a l  s in .  
M a r y ' s  s in f u l  n a t u r e ,  th e  s u m  o f  p r id e ,  v a n i ty ,  and a m b i t io n ,  i s  
o b j e c t i f i e d ,  e x t e r n a l i z e d ,  o r  i m a g e d  in  th e  s q u a l o r  o f  h e r  t r a d e  
and s u r r o u n d i n g s .  P r o s t i t u t i o n ,  a s y m b o l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
th e  depths to  w h ic h  th e  s in n e r  w h o  u n w o r t h i ly  l o v e s  a n  u n w o r t h y
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o b j e c t  s i n k s ,  b e c o m e s  th e  i m a g e  f o r  f e m a l e  s i n  in  th e  s a m e  w a y  
th a t  the  s e l f i s h n e s s  o f  A d a m  and E v e ' s  p o s t l a p s a r i a n  s e x  b e ­
c o m e s  th e  i m a g e  o f  t h e i r  f a l l e n  c o n d i t io n .
C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  M a r y ' s  r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  
im p o r t a n t  l e s s  f o r  i t s e l f  th a n  f o r  w h a t  i t  s y m b o l i z e s .  W h en  s h e  
r e n o u n c e s  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  s h e  r e n o u n c e s  h e r  e n t i r e  s in fu l  n a tu r e .
If p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  p e r v e r s i o n  o f  l o v e ,  M a r y ' s  r e ­
j e c t i o n  e n c o m p a s s e s  h e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  s e l f i s h  i n s t i n c t s  and  
i m p u l s e s  th a t  l e d  h e r  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  B e c a u s e  
i t  o b j e c t i f i e s  h e r  n a tu r e  f o r  M a r y  n o  l e s s  th a n  fo r  th e  r e a d e r ,  
h e r  f a l l  i s  f o r t u n a t e .
A t  t i m e s ,  b u t  o n ly  a t  t i m e s ,  M a r y  s e e m s  a w a r e  th a t  h e r  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  a r e s u l t  and an  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  s in f u l  t e n d e n c i e s  e x i s t i n g  w i t h in  h e r  lo n g  b e f o r e  s h e  f i r s t  c o m m i t s  
a n y  s e x u a l  s in .  She a c k n o w l e d g e s  th a t  b e f o r e  s h e  e v e r  m e e t s  
G e o r g e ,  " v a n i ty  and s e l f - l o v e "  f e e d  a n  " e v i l  h e a r t "  (2 3 ) ,  a h e a r t  
a l r e a d y  in  n e e d  o f  c l e a n s i n g .  A f t e r  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  r e b ir t h ,  s h e  
a d m it s  th a t  h ad  s h e  n e v e r  b e c o m e  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  s h e  m ig h t  n e v e r  
h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  a c o n v e r s i o n :  "I s e e  n o w , th a t  i t  w a s  th e  g r e a t e s t
b l e s s i n g  w h ic h  c o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  to  m e ,  th a t  1 w a s  m a d e  to  
s u f f e r  a f f l i c t i o n  th e n .  H ad  i t  n o t  b e e n ,  I m ig h t  n e v e r  h a v e  b e c o m e ,  
w h a t  I t r u s t  th r o u g h  G o d 's  m e r c y  I a m ,  a  c o n t r i t e  s in n e r "  (127).
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W h en  M a r y  lo o k s  b a c k  u p o n  h e r  p a s t  and r e a l i z e s  th a t  h e r  
o w n  s in f u l  in c l in a t io n s  c o n s t a n t l y  c a r r i e d  h e r  " fu r th e r  to w a r d  
th e  o c e a n  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  " and th a t  had  t h e y  n o t  d o n e  s o  th e r e  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  no o c c a s i o n  f o r  "a d iv in e  H and"  to  h a v e  ta k e n  
h e r  out o f  "the i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  o f  b e in g  d r o w n e d  in  th e  g u lf  
o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  fo r  e v e r "  (2 4 1 -2 4 2 ) ,  s h e  t o u c h e s  u p o n  an im p o r t a n t  
p o i n t - - t h e  lo v e  o f  G od. A lth o u g h  the  p r o s t i t u t e  m a y  be  the  
m o s t  o u t c a s t  s in n e r  in  th e  e y e s  of th e  w o r ld ,  th e  s i n n e r  m o s t  
d e p r a v e d  b y  h e r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  the  m e r e  f a c t  th a t  th e  " d iv in e  
Hand" d o e s  r e a c h  o u t  to  s a v e  h e r  s u g g e s t s  th a t  th e  a l l - m e r c i f u l  
G od, the  God o f  l o v e  and f o r g i v e n e s s  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  h i m s e l f  
a b o v e  s a v in g  e v e n  th e  w o r s t  o f  s i n n e r s .  It i s  God w h o  s a v e s  
M a r y ,  and th e  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  th a t  He d o e s  n ot  w i t h ­
h o ld  s a l v a t i o n  f r o m  a n y o n e ,  e v e n  th e  m o s t  s in f u l  o f  h is  c r e a t u r e s ;  
th u s ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  b e c o m e s  th e  b e s t  e x a m p le  of G o d 's  in f in i t e  
m e r c y ,  th e  u l t im a t e  t e s t  to  w h ic h  th a t  m e r c y  c o u ld  b e  put. W hat  
M a r y  l e a r n s  f r o m  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  s i n n e r  i s  w h a t  J e b b  w o u ld  
c o n v e y  to  h is  r e a d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  o n  the  v e r g e  
o f  d e s p a i r  o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  i n a b i l i t i e s  to  f in d  s o m e  s i g n  o f  t h e i r  
o w n  e l e c t io n :
G od d o e s  n o t  d i s d a in  to  v i s i t  w i t h  H is  g r a c e  t h o s e  s p o ts
in  h u m a n  n a tu r e  w h ic h  b y  th e  r e s p e c t a b l e  p o r t io n s  o f
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s o c i e t y  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  to  be u n d e r  the s h a d e  o f  th e  U p a s  
t r e e ;  and I h a v e  l e a r n t  th a t  r e p e n t a n c e  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  e v e n  
t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s t a r t e d  a s i d e ,  a s  f a r  a s  h u m a n  n a tu r e  
c a n  g o ,  ou t  o f  th e  p a th  of g o o d ,  and th a t  C h r i s t ’s b lo o d  
c l e a n s e s  f r o m  a l l  s in ,  and th a t  He i s  a s  w i l l in g  a s  He i s  
a b le ,  to  s a v e  to  th e  u t t e r m o s t .  Oh! I b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  and  
c l i n g  to  i t  a s  o n ly  s u c h  a  s in n e r  c o u ld .  (1 0 )
P r o s t i t u t i o n ,  th e n ,  b e c o m e s  an  a u t h o r ia l  d e v i c e  b y  w h ic h  the  
in f in i t e  m e r c y  and lo v e  o f  G od m ig h t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d .
T h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o f  M a r y ’s fo r tu n a te  f a l l  i s  th a t  
i t  a l l o w s  h e r  to  r i s e  m u c h  h i g h e r  th a n  s h e  e v e r  b e f o r e  r o s e .  She  
i s  l ik e  D a v id  w h o  f e l l  but w h o ,  a f t e r  h i s  " sa d  and in e x c u s a b le "  
f a l l ,  " b e c a m e  m o r e  h o ly  and d e v o t e d  th an  e v e r  h e  h a d  b e e n  
b e f o r e "  (3 4 4 ) .  W h e r e a s  f o r m e r l y  s h e  h a d  f a l l e n  a w a y  f r o m  th e  
r e l i g i o n  s h e  to o k  fo r  g r a n t e d  (2 9 ), to  th e  p o in t  f in a l l y  o f  p a w n in g  
h e r  B ib l e  (126), h e r  e n t i r e  n e w - l i f e  i s  d e v o t e d  to G od . T he s in f u l  
a m b i t io n  to  r i s e  a b o v e  h e r  c l a s s  i s  c o n s u m e d  e n t i r e l y  in  M a r y ’s 
n e w l y  a c q u ir e d  s e l f - a b a s e m e n t .  H e r  s in ,  s h e  s a y s ,  d e g r a d e s  
h e r  f a r  b e l o w  h e r  o w n  c l a s s ,  th e  c l a s s  s h e  o r i g i n a l l y  " d e s p i s e d "  
and  s o u g h t  to  r i s e  a b o v e  (2 9 ) .  W h en  s h e  t a k e s  a  jo b  in  a t a i l o r ' s  
s h ip ,  M a r y  i s  p a in f u l ly  a w a r e  o f  th e  g o d l e s s  a c t io n s  of h e r  
c o - w o r k e r s  d o n e  "in j e s t  and t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s " :
It s e e m e d  to  m e  th a t  t h e y  h a d  n o t  th e  s a m e  c a u s e  th a t  I 
h a d  to  c o n s i d e r  s u c h  t r i v i a l  o f f e n c e s ,  a s  o f  the n a tu r e
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o f  s i n s  a g a in s t  G od. T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a s o n ,  I t h o u g h t ,  
f o r  t h e m  to  b e  s o  s c r u p u lo u s  in  t h e ir  b e h a v io r ,  w h o  
h a d  n e v e r  t o r n  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  s o u l s  th e  v e i l  o f  
m o r a l i t y  and r e n t  i t  in to  t a t t e r s .  (193)
M a r y  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  a  s a i n t  a t  th e  end  o f  Out o f  th e  D e p th s  
p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  sh e  w a s  f o r m e r l y  th e  w o r s t  o f  s i n n e r s .  H ad  
s h e  n e v e r  f a l l e n ,  s h e  to o  w o u ld  s i n  in  j e s t  and t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s ,  
b u t  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  th e  fo r tu n e  to  f a l l  and  r i s e ,  th r o u g h  th e  
m e r c y  o f  an  a l l - l o v i n g  God, M a r y ' s  o r i g i n a l  s in f u l  n a tu r e  i s  
t r a n s f o r m e d  in to  a n a tu r e  d e v o t e d  to  G od . B e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  b e e n  
g u i l t y  s u c c e s s i v e l y  o f  s e l f - l o v e  and d e g r a d e d  l u s t ,  s h e  i s ,  at  
th e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  the n o v e l ,  c a p a b le  o f  th e  h i g h e s t  f o r m  o f  l o v e ,  
d e v o t io n  to  th e  God th a t  l o v e s  e v e n  the  p r o s t i t u t e .
T h u s  f a r ,  J e b b  s e e m s  to  be c o m m i t t e d  to  a d e p ic t i o n  o f  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e  th a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  E v a n g e l i c a l .  B u t th e  h u m a n i ­
t a r i a n s '  c r y  th a t  the  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s  b e in g  u n j u s t i f i a b l y  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  
a g a i n s t  b y  s o c i e t y ,  i f  n o t  b y  G od, w a s  h e a r d  b y  J e b b .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  
he l i s t e n e d  to the  c r y ,  and in  d o in g  s o  d e s t r o y e d  th e  a r t i s t i c  u n ity  
o f  h is  w o r k .  F o r  in  s p i t e  o f  M a r y  S m it h ' s  ow n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  in  
s p i t e  o f  h e r  c o n s t a n t  s e l f - a c c u s a t i o n  f o r  h e r  s in ,  and in  s p i t e  o f  
h e r  r e p e a t e d  a t t e s t a t io n s  r e g a r d i n g  G e o r g e  F i s h e r ' s  p u r i t y  and  
n o b i l i t y ,  w h e n  M r . B e r k e l e y ,  the  m i n i s t e r  w h o  r e f o r m e d  M a r y ,  
a s k s  h e r  h o w  to  h e lp  f a l l e n  w o m e n  l ik e  h e r s e l f ,  s h e  g i v e s  th e
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a n s w e r  o f  a h u m a n i ta r ia n :  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  in  g e n e r a l ,  
s h e  s a y s ,  " m u s t  b e g in  w i t h  y o u n g  m e n ,  s i r ;  f o r  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e r e  
a r e  m e n  to  t e m p t ,  t h e r e  a r e  w o m e n  w h o  w i l l  b e  t e m p t e d  and  
w i l l  f a l l"  (3 4 5 ) .  P a r e n t s  c a n  h e lp ,  s h e  s a y s ,  b y  t e l l i n g  t h e ir  
s o n s  "w hat n o b le  th in g s  v ir t u e  and c h a r i t y  a r e ,  and  h o w  b a s e  and  
d e m e a n in g  i n t e m p e r a n c e  and p r o f l i g a c y  a r e "  ( 3 4 5 - 3 4 6 ) .  A nd  M r .  
B e r k e l e y ,  in  s p i t e  o f  a l l  h is  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k in g  w i th  p r o s t i t u t e s - -  
l i k e  G la d s to n e  h e  a c c e p t s  the s o l i c i t a t i o n s  o f  w h o r e s  and w h e n  
t h e y  tak e  h im  to  t h e ir  r o o m s ,  he a t t e m p t s  to  c o n v e r t  t h e m - -  
a g r e e s  w ith  M a r y :  "T he g ro u n d  o f  th e  e v i l  l i e s  in  th e  h a b i t s
o f  ou r  y o u n g  m e n ,  " he s a y s ,  and "the c u r e  l i e s  t h e r e  to o "  (3 4 6 ) .  
T h is  m a y  be  th e  m o r a l  o f  a  s t o r y  but c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o f  Out o f  th e  
D e p t h s .
In s e v e r a l  o th e r  w a y s ,  Out o f  th e  D e p th s  s u g g e s t s  th e  i n ­
f lu e n c e  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  oh  a b a s i c a l l y  E v a n g e l i c a l  v i s i o n .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  J eb b  i g n o r e s  the E v a n g e l i c a l  d e v i c e  o f  r e v e a l i n g  
a n a tu r e  th r o u g h  th e  b o d y .  M a r y ' s  s in f u l  n a tu r e  i s  n e v e r  f u l ly  
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  h e r  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  f o r  w h i le  s h e  i s  
s in f u l  and a p r o s t i t u t e  s h e  r e m a i n s  b e a u t i f u l .  She i s  n e v e r  l ik e
E l e a n o r  B w h o  l o s e s  h e r  b e a u ty  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  l e a d i n g  h e r
r io to u s  l i f e .  M a r y  d o e s  l o s e  h e r  b e a u ty ,  b u t  o n ly  a f t e r  h e r  
r e f o r m a t i o n .  L ik e  E s t h e r  S u m m e r s o n  s h e  c o n t r a c t s  s m a l l p o x
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w h i le  n u r s in g  a  s i c k  c h i ld  and i s  l e f t  d i s f i g u r e d  f o r  l i f e  (3 5 6 ) .
J eb b  s a c r i f i c e s  a  p u r e l y  m o n i s t i c  p r o s t i t u t e  to  a  d e p ic t io n  of  
the u t t e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  p h y s i c a l ,  fo r  M a r y  i s  p l e a s e d  
to  l o s e  th e  b e a u t y  th a t  h a s  c o s t  h e r  s o  m u c h  (17).
A  s e c o n d  w a y  in  w h ic h  h u m a n i t a r ia n  in f lu e n c e  i s  f e l t  i s  
in  th e  p a r t i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  a c c o r d e d  M a r y  b y  s o c i e t y  and th e  im p l i e d  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l  s o c i a l  b a n i s h m e n t  w h ic h  b y  1859 i s  u n d e r  
h e a v y  f i r e  f r o m  m a n y  q u a r t e r s .  B ut at t h i s  p o in t  Jeb b  g e t s  c a u g h t  
a g a in  b e t w e e n  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m  and h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m .  M a r y  i s  
a c c e p t e d  b y  a l i m i t e d  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  o v e r ­
lo o k in g  h e r  p a s t  and w h o  a r e  a b le  to  ju d g e  h e r  in  t e r m s  o f  w h a t  
s h e  h a s  b e c o m e .  F o r e m o s t  a m o n g  t h e s e  i s  M r .  P a r k i n s ,  th e  
f a r m e r  w h o ,  a l th o u g h  h e  k n o w s  o f  M a r y ' s  s in f u l  p a s t ,  i s  d e s i r o u s  
o f  m a r r y i n g  h e r .  C o n v in c e d  f i n a l l y  b y  R e v e r e n d  B e r k e l e y  to  
a c c e p t  th e  p r o p o s a l ,  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  e n g a g e m e n t  M a r y  c a t c h e s  
c o ld  and d i e s  b e f o r e  th e  m a r r i a g e .  T he i m p r e s s i o n  on  th e  r e a d e r  
i s  th a t  J eb b  m a y  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  r e j e c t  b a n i s h m e n t  bu t th a t  w h e n  h e  
c o m e s  r i g h t  d o w n  to  the  i s s u e ,  h e  s i m p l y  c a n n o t  r i s k  th e  fa te  o f  
h is  n o v e l  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  and h u m a n i t a r ia n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  S o  
he k i l l s  h e r  o f f  b e f o r e  s h e  c a n  b r in g  the w r a t h  o f  M r s .  G run d y  
d o w n  u p on  h e r  c r e a t o r .  T h is  i s  s u b s t a n t ia t e d  b y  the  d e f e n s e  o f  
E v a n g e l i c a l  b a n i s h m e n t  th a t  J e b b  s l i p s  in to  th e  m o u th  o f  a m in o r
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c h a r a c t e r  but o n e  th a t  th e  r e a d e r  i s  c l e a r l y  a s k e d  to  r e s p o n d  
p o s i t i v e l y  to .  T h e  d e f e n s e  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  c h a r g e  th a t  M a g d a le n s  
a r e  h y p o c r i t e s .  T he E v a n g e l i c a l  m o r a l i t y  r e j e c t s  p e n i t e n t s ,  
s a y s  M r .  P o l l e n ,  b e c a u s e  s o  m a n y  h a v e  m e r e l y  s e e m e d  to  r e f o r m :  
"It i s  n o t  th a t  w e  do n o t  w a n t  t h e m  to  be g o o d ,  but th a t  w e  a r e  
a f r a id  o f  th e m "  (2 2 5 ) .
B y  1859 , th e n ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  h a s  c l e a r l y  m a d e  i t s  m a r k .  
T h e d e p ic t i o n  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  in  1832 i s  q u ite  s i m i l a r  to  w h a t  
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  an E v a n g e l i c a l ,  m o n i s t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  w h o r e  
w h o s e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  e x t e r n a l i z e s  a d e b a s e d  n a t u r e .  In J e b b 's  
Out o f  th e  D e p t h s , h o w e v e r ,  a lth o u g h  th e  d e p i c t i o n i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
m o n i s t i c ,  t h e r e  do  e x i s t  s i g n s  th a t  E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n t e n t io n s  a b ou t  
p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  s o  f i r m l y  b a s e d  a s  t h e y  h ad  b e e n  in  
W a r r e n ' s  t i m e .
T h e  i m a g e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  b y  w h ic h  b o th  W a r r e n  and J eb b  
r e p r e s e n t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  p r id e ,  and v a n i ty ,  in  s h o r t ,  
s i n ,  w a s  a u s e f u l  i m a g e  f o r  w r i t e r s  o f  s o c i a l l y  o r i e n t e d  f i c t i o n  
d u r in g  the V ic t o r ia n  a g e  n o  l e s s  th a n  f o r  th e  w r i t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
e x e m p l a .  A s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  h o w e v e r ,  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  s o c i a l  
w r i t e r s  w e r e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  in  t h e i r  f i c t i o n ,  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  u s u a l l y  d o e s  n o t  i m a g e  h e r  ow n  n a tu r e  but  
i m a g e s ,  r a t h e r ,  s o m e t h i n g  o u t s id e  h e r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  h e r
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s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e ,  c o n c e i v e d  b y  h u m a n e  in d iv id u a l s  to  b e  at od ds  
w ith  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  b e c a m e  a l s o  an im a g e  fo r  t h e s e  h u m a n i t a r ia n  
i d e a l i s t s .
CH APTER V
C O M M E R C IA L IS M  A N D  T H E  IM A G E  O F  P R O S T I T U T I O N - - I
T h e  e n t i r e  b a s i s  f o r  the  V i c t o r i a n  h u m a n i ta r ia n s *  a r g u m e n t  
th a t  the p r o s t i t u t e  s h o u ld  b e  a l l o w e d  to  r e f o r m  w ith o u t  s o c i e t y  
a c t i v e l y  im p e d in g  h e r  r e f o r m a t i o n  w a s  th e  d i c h o t o m y  t h e y  th o u g h t  
e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n - - h e r  p h y s i c a l  l u s t  w h i c h  t h e y  
d e s p i s e d - - a n d  h e r  n a t u r e ,  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  w h i c h  t h e y  th o u g h t  
to  be at o d d s  w ith  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .  If t h i s  d u a l i s m  d id  e x i s t  in
t
th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  i f  h e r  p h y s i c a l  t r a d e  w a s  n o t  an  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  a d e p r a v e d  n a t u r e ,  th e n ,  t h e y  a r g u e d ,  h e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th a t  
p h y s i c a l  t r a d e  s h o u ld  l o g i c a l l y  b e  h e r  p a s s p o r t  to  a  p l a c e  in  
s o c i e t y .  In s h o r t ,  t h e y  j u x t a p o s e d  the m a t e r i a l i s m  and s e l f - l o v e  
i n e x t r i c a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  p r o s t i t u t io n  and th e  a n t i - m a t e r i a l i s m  
and  c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i n c t s  th a t  w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  m o s t  n o b le  
n a t u r e ,  and t h e y  u s e d  b o th  p a r t s  o f  th e  d i c h o t o m y  to  i m a g e  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t io n s .  Of i n t e r e s t  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  g iv e n  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s '  
p r o s t i t u t e ,  the  e n t i r e  i d e a  o f  c o n v e r s i o n ,  s o  i m p o r t a n t  to  th e  
E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  l o s e s  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e ,  f o r  i f  s h e  c o n v e r t ,  s h e  
d e p r i v e s  th e  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r  o f  one  i m a g e  b y  w h i c h  he  c a n  
r e p r e s e n t  and e v a l u a t e  s o c i e t y .
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In h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ' s  a v a r i c i o u s n e s s  and s e l f i s h n e s s  th a t  
t h e y  n e i t h e r  c o u ld  n o r  w a n te d  to  d e n y ,  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  s a w  m o r e  
th a n  j u s t  a  d i s g u s t i n g  t r a d e ;  t h e y  fou n d  t h e r e  th e  p e r f e c t  i m a g e ,  
th e  i d e a l  m e t a p h o r  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  e v a l u a t i o n ,  f o r  an  e n t i r e  
s o c i e t y  r a p id ly  t u r n in g  to  th e  w o r s h i p  o f  M a m m o n .  "We h a v e  
p r o fo u n d ly  f o r g o t t e n  e v e r y w h e r e ,  " w a r n e d  T h o m a s  C a r ly l e  
in  P a s t  and P r e s e n t , " th a t  C a s h - p a y m e n t  i s  n o t  th e  s o l e  r e l a t i o n  
of h u m a n  b e i n g s .  C a r l y l e ' s  w a r n in g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  b u t  one o f  
m a n y  a p p e a ls  to  V i c t o r i a n s  to  p a y  l e s s  a t t e n t io n  to  m o n e y  and  
m o r e  to  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  p e o p le .  F o r  l ik e  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  in  
h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  V i c t o r i a n s  w h o  e m b r a c e d  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  w e r e  
w i l l i n g  to  s a c r i f i c e  a l l  c l a i m s  o f  l o v e  fo r  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  s e l f -  
o r i e n t e d  g a in .  L ik e  M a r y  S m it h  in  Out o f  th e  D e p t h s , th e  a g e  
w a s  g r o w in g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n r e s p o n s i v e  to  a l l  bu t m o n e t a r y  c l a i m s  
and, th u s ,  u n r e s p o n s i v e  to  a l l  h u m a n  w o r t h  bu t th a t  w h ic h  w a s  
c o n v e r t i b l e  in to  e i t h e r  h a r d  c a s h  o r  s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n .
On th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a n t i - m a t e r i a l i s m  and c h a r i t y ,  s p i r i t u a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  d i c h o t o m i z e d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  w e r e  p o s i t i v e  
i d e a l s  f o r  h u m a n i t a r i a n s .  To c o u n t e r  th e  M a m m o n i s m  and
^T he W o rk s  o f  T h o m a s  C a r ly l e  in  T h ir t y  V o lu m e s  (L o n d o n ,  
1897),  X ,  146.
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u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  o f  an  a g e ,  t h e s e  i d e a l s  n e e d e d  to  b e  r e s u r r e c t e d  
in  a  w o r ld  th a t  h a d  c r u c i f i e d  t h e m  fo r  a  f e w  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r .
T h u s ,  a s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p h y s i c a l  t r a d e  c a m e  to  b e  a n  i m a g e  
f o r  th e  a g e ' s  i l l s ,  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  c a m e  to  b e  an  i m a g e  
f o r  th e  r o m a n t ic  i d e a l s  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s .
Of th e  fo u r  w o r k s  c o n s i d e r e d  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  " T he  
L ie u t e n a n t ' s  D a u g h te r "  and  P a v e d  W ith  G old  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  
th e  d e h u m a n iz a t io n  th a t  c o m e s  a b o u t  in  a m a t e r i a l i s t i c  w o r ld ,  a  
p r o b l e m  th a t  i s  i m a g e d  in  the p r o s t i t u t e  qua  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h e  o th e r  
tw o  w o r k s ,  O l iv e r  T w i s t  and M a r y  B a r t o n , a r e  m u c h  r i c h e r  
n o v e l s  w h ic h  p r e s e n t  b o th  h a l v e s  o f  th e  d i c h o t o m y .  In the g e t t in g  
and  s p e n d in g  o f  h u m a n i t y  i s  s e e n  th e  t r a d e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  but  
th e  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e s  a r e  a l s o  o f f e r e d ,  in  th e  
c h a r a c t e r s  o f  N a n c y  and  E s t h e r ,  a s  c o r r e c t i v e s  to  t h e s e  m a t e r i a ­
l i s t i c  and s e l f i s h  v a l u e s .
In J a m e s  A n th o n y  F r o u d e ' s  " T he L ie u t e n a n t ' s  D a u g h te r "  
(1847), H e n r y  C a r p e n t e r  i s  f o r c e d  in to  a  c h o i c e  w h ic h  i s ,  in  
e s s e n c e ,  b e t w e e n  l o v e  and m o n e y .  W h en  he  f a l l s  in  l o v e  w ith  
h i s  a u n t 's  g o v e r n e s s ,  C a r p e n t e r ,  a  w o u l d - b e  i d e a l i s t ,  d e s c r i b e s  
to  a  f r i e n d  th e  c h a n g e  th a t  C a t h e r in e  G r a y  h a s  m a d e  in  h i s  l i f e :
F o r  the  f i r s t  t i m e  I k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s  to  be a m a n .  W is d o m ,  
t r u th ,  b e a u t y ,  G od, d u ty ,  - - I  k n o w  t h e m  a l l  n o w ! V e r i l y
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a m  I n o w  r e b o r n  o f  th e  S p ir i t ,  th e  c h i ld  o f  l o v e ,  w h o s e  
n e w  l i f e  n o w  b e g in n in g  s h a l l  b e  l o v e l y  a s  th e  l i v e s  o f  the  
a n g e l s  a r e .  O! w h e n  I th in k  w h a t  I h a v e  b e e n .  B u t n ow  
th a t  i s  p a s t ,  g o n e  . . . .  A h !  n o w  I a m  f r e e  a g a in ,  o n c e  
a g a in  b a p t iz e d  in  f i r e  th e  h e i r  o f  h e a v e n !  A nd C a th e r in e  . . . 
y o u ,  y o u  a r e  th e  m e a n s  o f  g r a c e ,  th e  m ig:hty c h a n n e l  th r o u g h  
w h ic h  God p o u r s  th is  b l e s s e d  g i f t  o n  m e .
T h e  a d d r e s s  to  C a t h e r in e  i s  m e r e l y  a p o s t r o p h e ,  fo r  the p a s s a g e  
o c c u r s  in  a  l e t t e r  to  a m a l e  f r i e n d .  T h u s ,  C a r p e n t e r  i s  n o t
v
m e r e l y  a t t e m p t in g  to  f o o l  th e  g ir l ;  h e  d o e s  s i n c e r e l y  lo v e  h e r ,  
o r  p e r h a p s ,  d o e s  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  th a t  h e  l o v e s  h e r .
B ut C a th e r in e  G r a y  i s  a g o v e r n e s s  and th e  c h i ld  o f  an  A r m y  
o f f i c e r ,  a m a n  w h o ,  in  C a r p e n t e r ' s  o w n  w o r d s ,
b e c a u s e  he s e r v e d  h is  k in g  l ik e  a g e n t l e m a n ,  and n e v e r  
t r o u b le d  h i m s e l f  to  b o w  d o w n  and w o r s h i p  th e  g o ld e n  im a g e  
o f  C h e a p s id e  and the S to c k  E x c h a n g e ,  had f a l l e n  u n d e r  the  
d i s p l e a s u r e  o f  th a t  D iv in i t y ,  and b e e n  s u m m o n e d  ou t  of  
l i f e ,  l e a v i n g  h is  d a u g h te r  to th e  t e n d e r  m e r c i e s  o f  th e  
w o r ld .  (258)
T h e  s a r c a s m  in  C a r p e n t e r ' s  w o r d s  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  th a t  h e ,  to o ,  
r e j e c t s  the f a l s e  god  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  th a t  h e  t r u ly  l o v e s  and  th a t  
h e  b e l i e v e s  l o v e  to  b e  h i s  h i g h e s t  v a lu e .
C a t h e r in e  w o r k s  fo r  C a r p e n t e r ' s  w o r l d l y  au nt and u n c le  w h o ,  
a g a in  in  C a r p e n t e r ' s  w o r d s ,  " a c t  on  [ th e ]  p r in c i p l e  o f  b u y in g  and
2
Z e t a  (p s e u d ,  f o r  J a m e s  A n th o n y  F r o u d e ) ,  S h a d o w s  o f  the  
C lo u d s  (L o n d o n ,  1847),  p. 261
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s e l l i n g ,  and y e t  t h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  c o n f e s s e d  i t  to  t h e m s e l v e s ;
n a y ,  i t  h a s  n e v e r  o n c e  o c c u r r e d  to  th e m "  (2 5 4 ) .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,
w h e n  t h e y  f in d  ou t  th a t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  n e p h e w
and t h e i r  g o v e r n e s s ,  t h e y  d i s m i s s  C a th e r in e  f r o m  th e  p o s i t i o n
th a t  s h e  o r i g i n a l l y  h e ld  o n ly  b e c a u s e  C a r p e n t e r ' s  au n t s a w  th a t
b y  ta k in g  in  th e  o r p h a n e d  g i r l  s h e  m ig h t  o b ta in  a  g o v e r n e s s  f o r
h e r  c h i l d r e n  at m i n i m a l  e x p e n s e  (2 5 8 ) .  W hen  s h e  i s  tu r n e d  ou t ,
C a t h e r in e  f l i e s  to  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  to w n  w h e r e  C a r p e n t e r  r e s i d e s .
He t a k e s  h e r  in ,  and th e  g i r l ,  f r i e n d l e s s  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  m a n
s h e  s o  w o r s h i p s ,  b e c o m e s  h i s  l o v e r .  B e c a u s e  "no s a c r i f i c e  i s
t o o  g r e a t  f o r  h e r  w h e n  s h e  [ l o v e s ] "  (2 6 2 ) ,  C a t h e r in e  g i v e s  o f
h e r s e l f - ~ h e r  v i r t u e - - t o  th e  m a n  s h e  a d o r e s .  H e r  " s in ,  " th e n ,
i s  w h a t  W. R. G r e g  e x c u s e s  a s  " g e n e r o u s ,  th o u g h  w e a k  s e l f -  
3
a b a n d o n m e n t .  "
T he i n e v i t a b l e  l e t t e r  f r o m  C a r p e n t e r ' s  w o r l d l y  u n c le  i s  
n o t  lo n g  in  c o m i n g .  He r e p r o a c h e s  h i s  n e p h e w  f o r  d i s g r a c i n g  
th e  f a m i l y  n a m e  and fo r  a s s o c i a t i n g  h i m s e l f  w ith  s u c h  an  " u n ­
w o r t h y  c r e a t u r e ,  " the a d j e c t iv e  b e in g  an e v a l u a t i o n  o f  h e r  l a c k  
o f  fo r tu n e  r a t h e r  th a n  o f  h e r  c h a r a c t e r .  T he l e t t e r  a l s o  m e n t io n s  
th a t  i f  C a r p e n t e r  w i s h e s  "to c o n t in u e  to  b e  r e g a r d e d  as  m y  h e i r ,
■ ^ "P rostitu tion , " W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v ie w ,  LJII (J u ly  18 5 0 ) ,  471.
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y o u  w i l l  l e t  m e  k n o w  . . . th a t  y o u r  c o n n e x io n  w ith  h e r  i s  at  
a n  en d "  (2 3 6 ) .  G iv e n  the  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  lo v e  and m o n e y ,  b e t w e e n  
th e  s p i r i t u a l  and th e  m a t e r i a l ,  th e  y o u th fu l  i d e a l i s t  w a s t e s  no  
t i m e  in  c h o o s i n g  the  l a t t e r .  H is  c h o i c e  i s  a s i m p l e  o n e ,  h e  
e x p l a i n s ,  f o r  "I c o u ld n ' t  a f fo r d  to  tu r n  m y  b a c k  on  t e n  th o u sa n d  
a  y e a r "  (2 3 6 ) ,  and  l ik e  h i s  u n c l e ,  h e  to o  d o e s  n o t  s e e  h i s  ow n  
h y p o c r i s y  and M a m m o n  w o r s h i p .  To C a th e r in e  he w r i t e s  a n o te  
in  w h ic h  h e  r e m i n d s  h e r  "H ow  s a c r e d  a r e  th e  c o m m a n d s  o f  a  
p a r e n t"  (2 4 0 ) ,  and e n t r u s t s  th e  c a r e  o f  th e  g i r l  to  th e  b e a r e r  o f  
th e  l e t t e r ,  M i s s  A r th u r ,  the  a v a r i c i o u s  p r o p r ie t o r  o f  a b r o t h e l  
n e a r  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .  C a r p e n t e r  d e l i v e r s  the  g i r l  in to  th e  h a n d s  
o f  th e  b a w d  w ith  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s e l f - r e p r o a c h ,  b u t  i t  i s  s h o r t ­
l i v e d ,  f o r  in  h i s  h e a r t  C a r p e n t e r  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e s  th a t  "God n e v e r  
w o u ld  v e n t u r e  to  d a m n  a  b a r o n e t  w ith  t e n  th o u s a n d  a y e a r ,  o r  
e v e n  the  h e i r  o f  a b a r o n e t"  (2 4 6 ) .
O nce in  th e  h a n d s  o f  M i s s  A r th u r ,  C a th e r in e  q u ic k ly  s in k s  
to  the l e v e l  o f  a c o m m o n  p r o s t i t u t e  and  e n d s  b y  ta k in g  h e r  ow n  
l i f e .  In th e  o b i t u a r y  n o t ic e  o f  th e  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  in  s p i t e  o f  
th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  w r i t e r  k n o w s  b o th  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  C a t h e r in e ' s  
b e t r a y a l  and th e  u n i v e r s a l l y  k n ow n  i m m o r a l i t y  of C a r p e n t e r ,  the  
" n a m e  o f  th e  g e n t le m a n "  w ith  w h o m  th e  g i r l  o r i g i n a l l y  r a n  o f f  i s  
c o n c e a l e d  "out o f  d e f e r e n c e  to  h i s  h o n o u r e d  and r e s p e c t e d  r e l a t i v e s "
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(217), and i t  i s  a d d e d  th a t  th i s  " g e n t le m a n "  h a s  b e e n  s u b s e q u e n t ly  
" r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  h i s  a b a n d o n e d  c o m p a n io n "  (218). C a r p e n t e r ,  
u n a f f e c t e d  b y  th e  n e w s  o f  C a t h e r i n e ' s  d e a th ,  c o n t in u e s  to  
p u b l i s h  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p a p e r s  o u t l in in g  "h is  t h e o r i e s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  
p h i la n th r o p y ,  and th e  n e w  r e f o r m a t i o n "  (2 4 7 ) .
C a t h e r in e  G r a y  i s  r e a l l y  a m in o r  c h a r a c t e r  in  "The  
L ie u t e n a n t ' s  D a u g h t e r ,  " n o r  d o e s  s h e  e v e r  c o m e  to  r e p r e s e n t  
a n y  s o r t  o f  i d e a l  o f  s e l f l e s s n e s s .  R a t h e r ,  s h e  i s  an  o b j e c t i f i c a t io n  
and  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  C a r p e n t e r ' s  h i e r a r c h y  o f  v a l u e s .  He s e l l s  
h i m s e l f  f o r  th e  fo r tu n e  he  i s  to  i n h e r i t  and d e m e a n s  h i m s e l f  to  
a n  u n c le  h e  d e s p i s e s .  In s e l l i n g  h i m s e l f ,  h e  s e l l s  C a th e r in e ;  
b u t i t  i s  C a r p e n t e r  w h o ,  in  th e  r e a l  s e n s e ,  i s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  fo r  
h e  d e n i e s  lo v e  f o r  m o n e y ,  and F r o u d e  i m a g e s  th is  m a t e r i a l i s m  
a s  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  h a r l o t r y  in to  w h i c h  C a th e r in e  i s  l e d .  U n l ik e  
E l e a n o r  and M a r y  S m it h ,  C a th e r in e  i s  n e i t h e r  v a in  n o r  a m b it io u s ;  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th e  a v a r i c e  and g r e e d  o f  o t h e r s  d r iv e  h e r  to  p r o s t i ­
tu t io n  j u s t  a s  E l e a n o r ' s  a m b i t io n  l e a d s  h e r  to  th e  s a m e  s in .  T hat  
F r o u d e  had  th is  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  C a r p e n t e r ' s  v a lu e s  in  m in d  i s  
r e v e a l e d  i n  a s p e e c h  o f  M i s s  A r th u r ,  th e  b a w d  to w h o m  C a th e r in e  
i s  s o ld ,  in  w h ic h  s h e  d e f e n d s  h e r  t r a d e  in  h u m a n  f l e s h  a s  but one  
a s p e c t  o f  a u n i v e r s a l  o p e r a t io n  g o v e r n i n g  a l l  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s :
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Y o u  k e e p  y o u r  p e o p le  to  w o r k  f o r  y o u  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e y  
a r e  a n y  u s e  to  y o u ,  and w h e n  th e y  c a n  do no  m o r e  y o u  
t u r n  t h e m  o ff ,  d o n 't  y o u ?  E v e r y  b o d y  d o e s .  M a k e  
w h a t  w e  c a n  out o f  on e  a n o th e r ,  th a t ' s  th e  w a y  w ith  
e v e r y t h i n g .  . . . E a t  on e  a n o th e r  i f  y o u  l ik e  i t ,  l ik e  
th e  b e a s t s  d o .  I d o n 't  s e e  m u c h  d i f f e r e n c e ;  s o m e  
w a y s  of e a t in g  a r e  th o u g h t  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  and o t h e r s  
a r e  n o t ,  b u t  i t  i s  o n ly  a q u e s t io n  o f  n a m e s .  ( 2 3 2 - 2 3 3 )
It i s  c l e a r  th a t  f o r  F r o u d e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  t r a d e  in  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  to  w h i c h  C a t h e r in e  i s  r e d u c e d  and C a r p e n t e r ' s  
d e h u m a n iz in g  o f  C a th e r in e  " is  o n ly  a  q u e s t io n  of n a m e s .  "
In C a p ta in  M e r t o n  C r o s i e r ,  A u g u s tu s  M a y h e w  p r e s e n t s  
a n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r  s h a p e d  b y  th e  s a m e  m o ld  th a t  f o r m e d  H e n r y  
C a r p e n t e r .  In P a v e d  W ith  G old  (1858), h o w e v e r ,  th e  g i r l  w h o m  
C r o s i e r  d e h u m a n i z e s  n e v e r  b e c o m e s  an  a c t u a l  p r o s t i t u t e .  T hat  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  h e r  e v e n t u a l  fa te  e v e n  s h e  r e c o g n i z e s ,  but an  
i r o n i c  e n d in g  s a v e s  h e r .  T h u s ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  to  w h ic h  s h e  
w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  b e c o m e s  th e  i m a g e  o f  C r o s i e r ,  f o r  a s  B e r t h a  
H a z e lw o o d  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be f o r c e d  to  d e g r a d e  l o v e  to  s e l f i s h  
l u s t  a v a i l a b l e  at a  p r i c e ,  C r o s i e r  r e d u c e s  a l l  o t h e r  h u m a n s  to  th e  
l e v e l  o f  o b j e c t s  fo r  h im  to  b u y  and th e n  to  u s e  a s  h is  w h im  s u g g e s t s .  
T h u s ,  h e  n e v e r  f a c e s  th e  c h o i c e  th a t  C a r p e n t e r  a t  l e a s t  th in k s  he  
f a c e s  b e t w e e n  l o v e  and m o n e y ,  f o r  he k n o w s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o th in g  
o f  s u c h  a  s p i r i t u a l  ( t h e r e f o r e  w o r t h l e s s )  i d e a l  a s  l o v e .  A s  i s  
t r u e  f o r  C a r p e n t e r ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  t r a d e  i s  h i s  t r a d e ,  and th e
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b r o t h e r  o f  H e n r y  M a y h e w  o b v i o u s l y  j u d g e s  a l l  s o c i e t y  in  m u c h  
th e  s a m e  w a y ,  f o r  in  P a v e d  W ith  G old  a l m o s t  e v e r y  m id d le  
c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  a s i m i l a r  v a lu e  s y s t e m  and i s  w i l l i n g  to  
s a c r i f i c e  w h o m e v e r  n e e d  be  s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  m o n e y .
B e r t i e  H a z e lw o o d  i s  in  s e r v i c e  f o r  t e n  p o u n d s  a  y e a r ,  and
h e r  m o t h e r  i s  a w o r k h o u s e  n u r s e .  T h u s ,  th e  g i r l  i s  to o  p o o r
to be th e  o b j e c t  o f  C r o s i e r ' s  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t io n .  E v e n  i f  s h e
w e r e  r i c h e r  and C r o s i e r  c o u ld  m a r r y  h e r ,  t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  w o u ld
be l e g a l  but n o  b e t t e r ,  fo r  o n e  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  th a t
e v e n  r e s p e c t a b l e  m a r r i a g e  i s  j u s t  a  m e a n s  o f  g e t t in g  m o n e y .  If
B e r t i e  h a d  a  fo r tu n e  o f  t e n  th o u s a n d  p o u n d s ,  r e m a r k s  C h a r le y
S u tto n , he w o u ld  m a r r y  h e r  and th e n ,  in  a b u r s t  o f  g e n e r o s i t y ,
4
a d d s ,  "Ah! I ’d do i t  fo r  e i g h t  t h o u s a n d - - d o w n ! " On no l e v e l  
d o e s  t h e r e  s e e m  to  be  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a m e a n in g f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  
on e b a s e d  o n  s e l f l e s s  lo v e  r a t h e r  th a n  on  e i t h e r  s e l f i s h  s e x  o r  
m o n e y .  T he e n t i r e  id e a  o f  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  
fo r  p e o p le  w h o s e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  v a lu e s  b e g in s  and e n d s  at n u m b e r  o n e .
C r o s i e r  s e e s  B e r t i e  a s  no m o r e  th a n  an o b j e c t  to p o s s e s s ,  
and he t e l l s  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  "T he g i r l ' s  m in e  . . . y o u  h a v e  n o .r ig h t
^ A u g u s tu s  M a y h e w ,  P a v e d  W ith  G old: o r ,  T he R o m a n c e  and  
R e a l i t y  o f  th e  L o n d o n  S t r e e t s  (L o n d o n ,  1 8 5 8 ) ,  p. 180.
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to  h e r "  (181). W hen h is  a b i l i t y  to  s e d u c e  B e r t i e  i s  q u e s t i o n e d ,  
h e  s e t s  a  p r i c e  o f  f i f t y  p ou n d s  on  h e r ,  th e  a m o u n t  o f  th e  w a g e r  
to  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  h e  c a n  s e d u c e  h e r  in  s i x  m o n t h s .  A c c o r d in g  
to  the n a r r a t o r ,  the  h ig h  p r i c e  o f  th e  w a g e r  i s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  
B e r t i e ' s  g r e a t  b e a u ty ,  fo r  " B e r th a  had  s u c h  a  p r e t t y  f a c e ,  th a t ,  
to  p o s s e s s  i t ,  a n y  o f  th e  g e n t l e m e n  on  to w n  w o u ld  h a v e  put t h e m ­
s e l v e s  to  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x e r t i o n  o r  e x p e n s e "  (212).
W hen  s i x  m o n th s  e l a p s e  and the g a l la n t  c a p t a in  l o s e s  h is  
w a g e r ,  h e  i s  m o r e  th a n  e v e r  d e t e r m i n e d  to  h a v e  th e  " p r o p e r ty "
(181) th a t  h a s  s o  lo n g  e s c a p e d  h im :
I 'm  p o s i t i v e l y  e n t i t l e d  to  h e r  . . . „ I 'v e  b o u g h t  h e r .  I 
l o o k  u p on  th is  f i f t y  p ou n d s  to  F r e d  T a t t e n h a m  a s  a k in d  
o f  p u r c h a s e  m o n e y .  W hat a  f o o l  I s h o u ld  be to  l e t  h e r  
g o ,  a f t e r  i n v e s t i n g  s u c h  a  s u m !  If I w a s  to l a y  ou t f i f t y  
p o u n d s  in  a  h o u s e ,  I s h o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  a  m a d m a n  i f  I g a v e  
u p  th e  p la c e  w ith o u t  g e t t in g  m y  m o n e y  b a c k .  T h e n  w h y  
s h o u ld  I g iv e  up  s u c h  a  p a la c e  a s  B e r t h a ?  (2 6 0 )
C r o s i e r  r e d o u b le s  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  s e d u c e  th e  g i r l ,  but he k e e p s  
h is  in t e n t io n s  f r o m  h is  f r i e n d s  and  t e l l s  t h e m ,  "If a n y b o d y  l i k e s  
to bu y  m y  s h a r e  and i n t e r e s t ,  he  s h a l l  h a v e  i t  f o r  a  p ou nd  o f  
c i g a r s "  (275 ) .  He h a s  m a d e  a m i s t a k e ,  h e  a c k n o w l e d g e s ,  but  
n e x t  t im e  he s h a l l  k n o w  "not to i n t e r f e r e  w ith  the  l e g i t i m a t e  
p r o p e r t y  o f  f o o t m e n  and g r o o m s "  (2 7 5 ) .  A c c o r d in g  to  th e  C r o s i e r  
v ie w  o f  t h in g s ,  a l l  p e o p le ,  e v e n  f o o t m e n  and g r o o m s ,  v i e w  o t h e r s
150
a s  n o th in g  m o r e  th a n  p r o p e r t y .  In th e  r e v e l r y  th a t  f o l l o w s  
C r o s i e r ' s  r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  B e r t h a  i s  a u c t io n e d  off .
T h e  c a p t a in  a s k s  t e n  p o u n d s  fo r  h e r  but s e t t l e s  f i n a l l y  fo r  a  
s h i l l i n g  (2 7 5 ) .
R e p e a t e d  f a i l u r e  to  s e d u c e  B e r t i e  and the c o n s e q u e n t  
d e s p a i r  o v e r  t h i s  f a i l u r e  d r iv e  C r o s i e r  to  c o n t e m p la t e  m a r r i a g e  
a s  a  m e a n s  o f  g a in in g  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h e r .  H e h a s  a l r e a d y  d e n ie d  
a n y  s e l f l e s s  v a lu e  in  s e x ,  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  l o v e ,  s o  a s i m i l a r  
d e n ia l  o f  a n y  u n s e l f i s h  v a lu e  o f  m a r r i a g e  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g .  
B e c a u s e  B e r t i e  i s  p o o r ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a r r i a g e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  He 
c o n c l u d e s  h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  w ith  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  i t  i s  "a d i s g r a c e  
[ B e r t h a ]  s h o u ld  h a v e  to  w o r k  s o  h a r d ,  t h e r e b y  m e a n in g  th a t  sh e  
w a s  w o r t h y  to  l i v e  i n  id le  s h a m e "  (213). He w o u ld  l ik e  to  m a k e  
th e  g i r l  h i s  m i s t r e s s  and  s e t  h e r  u p  in  a l i t t l e  h o u s e  in  S t.  J o h n 's  
W o o d s ,  w h e r e b y  h e  m ig h t  s a t i s f y  h is  l u s t  f o r  h e r  w ith o u t  f o r f e i t in g  
h i s  r i g h t  to  n e g o t ia t e  e v e n t u a l l y  a  p r o f i t a b le  m a r r i a g e  f o r  h i m s e l f :
T h e  c a p t a in  s a w  n o  o b j e c t io n  to  p a s s i n g  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  
h i s  l i f e  in  B e r t h a ' s  s o c i e t y ;  h e  w o u ld  a l l o w  h e r  to  c a r r y  
h i s  n a m e ,  and h a v e  f e l t  m u c h  o f fe n d e d  i f  h i s  f r i e n d s  h ad  
t r e a t e d  h e r  w ith  d i s r e s p e c t ;  b u t  he c o u ld  n o t  f o r  one  
m o m e n t  th in k  o f  m a k in g  h e r  h i s  w i f e .  T h a t  w o u ld  d i s ­
g r a c e  h im ;  th e  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  w o u ld  d i s g r a c e  o n ly  h e r .
H e c o u ld  p u t  u p  w ith  th e  l a t t e r  in d ig n i t y  m u c h  m o r e  
c h e e r f u l l y  th a n  th e  f o r m e r .  (302)
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  C r o s i e r  n e v e r  l o s e s  s i g h t  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  on e  c a n  
e a s i l y  g e t  r id  o f  a m i s t r e s s  b u t  n o t  a  w i f e  (2 9 7 ) .  It i s  q u ite  c l e a r  
th a t  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  a m i s t r e s s  l e a d s  h e r  j u s t  a s  
in e v i t a b l y  to  p r o s t i t u t io n .  W h en  C r o s i e r  f i n a l l y  s u g g e s t s  a  
s e c r e t  m a r r i a g e  to  th e  n a iv e  g i r l ,  e v e n  B e r t i e  a c k n o w le d g e s  the  
d a n g e r  o f  b e in g  c a s t  o f f  (317). H e r  o n ly  r e c o u r s e  w o u ld  b e  
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  s h e  o b j e c t s ,  but t h i s  i n  n o  w a y  d e t e r s  the  c a p t a in ,  
a m o d e l  of p e r s e v e r a n c e .
L u r k in g  in  C r o s i e r ' s  m in d  i s  h i s  a w a r e n e s s  th a t  a l l  o f  h i s  
f r i e n d s  a r e  a b le  to  s e d u c e  l o w e r  c l a s s  g i r l s  at m u c h  l e s s  e x p e n s e  
th a n  h i s  o w n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  c o s t  h im .  " C h a r le y  
S u tto n  . „ „ b o l t e d  w ith  a b a k e r ' s  d a u g h te r  f r o m  C h e l t e n h a m  
b e f o r e  h e  h a d  w a s t e d  t e n  p o u n d s  in  th e  c o u r t s h ip "  (321). B ut  
d e s p a i r  d r i v e s  th e  c a p t a in  to  s p a r e  no  e x p e n s e  in  b u y in g  h i s  
s e x :  "I d o n 't  m in d  r i s k i n g  a n o th e r  h u n d r e d  p ou n d s  on  th e  l i t t l e
w it c h "  (2 7 6 ) .  B e s i d e s ,  r e a s o n s  th e  c a p ta in ,  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  B e r t i e  
w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  m a k e  m o n e y  fo r  h im ,  fo r  " it w i l l  k e e p  m e  a w a y  
f r o m  n ig h t  w o r k "  (2 7 6 ) .  T h u s ,  he b e g in s  an  e x p e n s i v e ,  f u l l -  
s c a l e  a s s a u l t  on  B e r t i e ' s  v i r t u e .
He s e t s  up  in  b u s i n e s s  B e r t i e ' s  m o t h e r ,  th e  w o r k h o u s e  n u r s e ,  
and in  t h i s  w a y  h e  e n l i s t s  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  the  o ld e r  w o m a n  w h o  
b e g i n s  to  g e t  " a m b i t io u s "  (3 0 5 )  f o r  h e r  d a u g h te r .  T he c a p t a in
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th e n  a t t e m p t s  to  o v e r w h e l m  B e r t i e  w i th  p r e s e n t s .  T h e f i r s t ,  
a d r e s s  on  w h ic h  h e  k n o w in g ly  l e a v e s  the p r i c e  t a g ,  a l l o w s  h i m  
to  k i s s  B e r t i e  l i g h t l y  o n  th e  f o r e h e a d .  To h i m s e l f  he  s a y s ,
" T han k  H e a v e n ,  I 'v e  in t r o d u c e d  k i s s i n g !  It w a s  e x p e n s i v e ,  
b u t  b y  and b y  I s h a l l  g e t  a s  m a n y  a s  I w a n t - - a h !  m o r e  th a n  I 
w a n t - - f o r  n o th in g "  (3 0 6 ) .  S u b s e q u e n t  p r e s e n t s ,  h e  h o p e s ,  
w i l l  a l l o w  h im  to  " get  g r a d u a l ly  d ow n  to  the  l ip s "  (3 06) .  If  
th e y  f a i l  to  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e ir  a im ,  he d e t e r m i n e s ,  " I ' l l  c u t  th e  
b u s i n e s s "  (3 0 6 ) ,  and " b u s in e s s "  i s  c e r t a i n l y  th e  c o r r e c t  w o r d ,  
f o r  " T he f o o l i s h  m a n  had  an  id e a  th a t  B e r t h a ' s  e m b r a c e  w a s  to  
b e  b o u g h t ,  and h e  w a s  p r u d e n t  e n o u g h  to w i s h  to  g e t  t h e m  [ s i c ]  
at  th e  c h e a p e s t  p r i c e "  (3 0 6 ) .
W hen  B e r t i e  f i n a l l y  p r o f e s s e s  h e r  l o v e  fo r  C r o s i e r ,  he  
r e s p o n d s  w i th  m i x e d  e m o t i o n s .  He i s  p l e a s e d  th a t  s h e  l o v e s  h im ,  
and h e  lo o k s  f o r w a r d  to  r e a p in g  th e  h a r v e s t ,  bu t,  at the s a m e  
t i m e ,  h e  r e g r e t s  h a v in g  s p e n t  s o  m u c h  f o r  th a t  w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  
h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  a t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  e x p e n s e  (315). T he g i r l  s h o u ld  
l o v e  h i m ,  h e  r e a s o n s ,  a f t e r  he h a s  s p e n t  t e n  p ou n d s  on  p r e s e n t s  
f o r  h e r  (3 0 6 ) .  O n ce  s u r e  o f  th e  g i r l ' s  a f f e c t i o n s ,  C r o s i e r  r e ­
i n t r o d u c e s  the i d e a  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  h e  t e l l s  h e r  th a t  t h e y  m u s t  
be m a r r i e d  s e c r e t l y  (3 2 7 ) .  M a r r i a g e ,  a u n io n  o f  l o v e ,  i s  to  be  
m a d e  to  s e r v e  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  l u s t ,  th e  l o w e s t  f o r m  of  s e l f - l o v e ,
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and C r o s i e r ,  w i l l i n g  to  p r o s t i t u t e  a l l  i d e a l s ,  k n o w s  f u l l  w e l l  
th a t  h i s  s c h e m e  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  d r iv e  B e r t h a  to  a  l i f e  o f  p r o s t i ­
tu t io n .  C r o s i e r ' s  v i e w  o f  th e  w e d d in g  r i n g  th a t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  
p lo t  s u m s  up  h i s  w h o le  p h i lo s o p h y :  "I w a s  a f o o l  e v e r  to  m e n t io n
a n y th in g  a b o u t  th e  r in g .  T h r o w in g  s i x t e e n  s h i l l i n g s  a w a y - - f o r  
w h a t ? - - a  th in g  s h e  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  e n t i t l e d  to  w e a r "  (3 3 3 ) .
T h e  a c t u a l  " w ed d in g "  i s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  o n e  o f  C r o s i e r ' s  a r m y  
c o m r a d e s ,  and e v e n  th e  s i m p l e  B e r t h a ,  w h e n  s h e  s e e s  h e r  
" hu sb and "  s l ip  f i f t y  p ou nd s to  th e  " R e g i s t r a r ,  " i s  a m a z e d  at  
"how  m u c h  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  i t  w a s  to  b e  m a r r i e d  in  th a t  q u ie t  
m a n n e r  th a n  a t  th e  c h u r c h  b y  th e  r e g u l a r  p r o c e s s "  (3 9 4 ) .  C r o s i e r  
w o u ld  s u r e l y  a g r e e .  T he r u s e  i s  a  c o m p l e t e  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  e v e n  
th e  " b r id e g r o o m "  r e g r e t s  th a t  th e  m a r r i a g e  h a d  to  b e  s e c r e t i v e :  
" T h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  d e l i g h t  and im p o r t a n c e  in  b e in g  a b le  to  t a lk  
o f  'm y  w i f e ,  ' w h ic h  h e  w a s  s o r r y  to  m i s s .  It s e e m e d  l i k e  ta lk in g  
o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  It w a s  a h u n d r e d fo ld  b e t t e r  th a n  ta lk in g  o f  
'm y  g r o o m '  o r  'm y  h o r s e s '  " (3 9 5 ) .
T h e  g a l la n t  c a p t a in  i s  k i l l e d  b e f o r e  h e  c a n  e v e r  c o n s u m m a t e  
h i s  " m a r r i a g e ,  " k i l l e d  i r o n i c a l l y  w h i le  d e fe n d in g  h is  f a t h e r ' s  
h o u s e  a g a in s t  a  w o u l d - b e  r o b b e r .  T h u s ,  B e r t i e  m i r a c u l o u s l y  
e s c a p e s  f r o m  b e in g  r o b b e d  o f  h e r  v i r t u e  and e v e n t u a l l y  b e in g  
r e d u c e d  to a c o m m o n  p r o s t i t u t e .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  the  w i l l  th a t  C r o s i e r
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m a k e s  a s  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  s u b t e r f u g e ,  in  w h ic h  h i s  e n t i r e  fo r tu n e  
i s  l e f t  to  h i s  " w ife ,  " i s  h o n o r e d  b y  th e  o f f i c e r ' s  f a t h e r  w h o  i s  
a s h a m e d  o f  h i s  s o n ' s  i m m o r a l i t y .
T h e  r e a l  p o in t  o f  t h i s  s t o r y  in  P a v e d  W ith  G old  i s  the  v i s i o n  
o f  M e r t o n  C r o s i e r ,  th e  a t t i tu d e  w h ic h  r e d u c e s  e v e r y t h i n g  to  
m o n e t a r y  e q u i v a l e n t s .  S e x ,  th e  f u l l e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s e l f l e s s  
l o v e ,  b e c o m e s  m e r e  s e l f i s h  l u s t  to  b e  p u r c h a s e d  a s  c h e a p ly  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  C r o s i e r ' s  v a l u e s  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  d e b a s e d  a s  a r e  v a lu e s  
in  p r o s t i t u t io n .  M a r r i a g e ,  th e  in s t i t u t i o n  o f  l o v e ,  th e  u n io n  
b o n d e d  b y  and s y m b o l i c  o f  l o v e ,  b e c o m e s  o n ly  a  d e v i c e  b y  w h ic h  
C r o s i e r  i s  to  s a t i s f y  h i s  o w n  p a s s i o n s  a t  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  B e r t i e ' s  
v ir t u e  and u l t i m a t e l y  a t  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  h e r  e n t i r e  l i f e .  B e r t i e ,  
f o r  a l l  h e r  y o u th  and i n n o c e n c e ,  i s  d i v e s t e d  o f  a l l  h u m a n i ty  
and  b e c o m e s ,  to  C r o s i e r ,  j u s t  a n o th e r  " th ing . " F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
i t  i s  n o t  B e r t i e ' s  lo w  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  i s  C r o s i e r ' s  
o w n  c o r r u p t e d  v a lu e  s y s t e m  and th a t  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  o f  w h ic h  h e ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  the  p r o s t i t u t e ,  i s  a  m i c r o c o s m  th a t  p r o d u c e s  th e  t h r e a t  
u p o n  th e  g i r l ,  fo r  o n  th e  f e w  o c c a s i o n s  th a t  he  m e e t s  and c o u r t s  
g i r l s  o f  the  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  h e  c l e a r l y  in d i c a t e s  th a t  m a r r i a g e  
w ith  on e  o f  t h e m  w o u ld  b e  j u s t  a n o th e r  m e a n s  fo r  s e l f -  
a g g r a n d i z e m e n t .  S e l f  i s  C r o s i e r ' s  o n ly  r e c o g n i z e d  v a lu e ,  s e x u a l  
l u s t  and th e  l u s t  f o r  m o n e y  th e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  s e l f i s h n e s s .
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T h u s ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t io n  th a t  lu r k s  in  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  P a v e d  W ith  
G old  and i s  u n d e r s t o o d  to be  B e r t i e ' s  in e v i t a b l e  fa te  i s  the  
p e r f e c t  i m a g e  b y  w h ic h  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  C r o s i e r ' s  
s e l f i s h n e s s  and  h i s  d e n ia l  o f  a l l  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s ,  a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w it h  o t h e r s  b a s e d  on  lo v e .
T h e  s t o r y  o f  M e r t o n  C r o s i e r ' s  s e d u c t i o n  a t t e m p t s  i s  o n ly  
on e  p lo t  o f  P a v e d  W ith G o ld . T he o t h e r ,  th a t  o f  P h i l ip  M e r to n ,  
t r a c e s  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a p a r i s h  b o y  f r o m  in n o c e n c e  to  a  
c a l l o u s  m a t e r i a l i s m  s i m i l a r  to  th a t  o f  th e  c a p t a in .  T he id e a  
f o r  th is  p lo t ,  d e p ic t in g  a s  i t  d o e s  th e  p e r n i c i o u s  e f f e c t s  o f  a  bad  
e n v ir o n m e n t ,  c a m e  p r o b a b ly  f r o m  D ic k e n s '  O l iv e r  T w i s t , fo r  
P h i l i p  M e r t o n ' s  fa te  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th a t  o f  O l iv e r  h ad  D ic k e n s  
w r i t t e n  th e  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  n e w  P o o r  L a w s  o f  1834 th a t  h i s  n o v e l  
s t a r t e d  out to  b e .  In s p i t e  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  in  w h ic h  
t h e y  g o ,  th e  tw o  n o v e l s  do  h a v e  on e  l a r g e  a r e a  in  c o m m o n :  
t h e y  b o th  d e p ic t  a s o c i e t y  th o r o u g h ly ,  o r  a l m o s t  th o r o u g h ly ,  
a v a r i c i o u s .  A c c o r d in g  to  H u m p h r e y  H o u s e ,  " M o n ey  i s  a  m a in  
t h e m e  o f  n e a r l y  e v e r y  b o o k  th a t  D ic k e n s  e v e r  w r o t e ,  and  
b e c a u s e  the  c l a i m  i s  a p p l i c a b le  to  O l iv e r  T w i s t  (1 8 3 8 -1 8 3 9 ) ,  
N a n c y ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  a  f i t t in g  s y m b o l  o f  a  s o c i e t y ' s  a v a r i c e .
^The D ickens World (New York, 1941). p. 64.
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H e r  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  j u s t  one  d e n ia l  o f  h u m a n  r e l a t io n s h i p  in  a  
n o v e l  f i l l e d  w ith  s u c h  d e n i a l s ,  a n o v e l  in  w h i c h  th e  in n o c e n t  
c h i ld  w h o  i s  i t s  t i t l e  c h a r a c t e r  sh o u ld  be a c c o r d e d  lo v e  b u t w h o  
e x i s t s  f o r  a l m o s t  e v e r y o n e  s o l e l y  in  t e r m s  o f  th e  p r i c e  ta g  t h e y  
c a n  h a n g  on  h im .
M o s t  o f  th e  l o w e r  c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r s  e v a l u a t e  O l iv e r  in  
m o n e t a r y  t e r m s ,  th e  o n ly  t e r m s  t h e y  h a v e  a v a i la b le  fo r
e v a l u a t i n g  a n y th in g .  G a m f ie ld  and M r .  B u m b le  a r g u e  o v e r  th e
/
a m o u n t  to  b e  p a id  f o r  ta k in g  O l iv e r  o f f  th e  p a r i s h ' s  h a n d s .
M r .  S o w e r b e r r y ,  th e  u n d e r t a k e r ,  l i k e s  O l iv e r  b e c a u s e  th e  b o y  
m a k e s  a g o o d  m u t e ,  b e c a u s e  he  i s  g o o d  fo r  b u s i n e s s  ( 3 4 - 3 5 ) .  
F a g i n ' s  i n i t i a l  i n t e r e s t  in  O l iv e r  i s  in  th e  b o y ' s  p o t e n t ia l  a s  a  
t h ie f .  L a t e r ,  F a g i n  c l a i m s  th a t  O l iv e r  i s  " w o rth  h u n d r e d s  o f  
p o u n d s "  (167) b e c a u s e  M o n k s '  g r e e d  and h a t r e d  d e m a n d  th a t  
O l iv e r  b e  c o r r u p t e d .  A nd S i k e s '  o n ly  u s e  fo r  th e  b o y  i s  a s  a 
m e a n s  to  b r e a k  in to  M r s .  M a y l i e ' s  h o u s e .  F o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
c h a r a c t e r s ,  th e  in n o c e n t  O l iv e r  e x i s t s  o n ly  a s  a  c o m m o d i t y  p o t e n ­
t i a l l y  u s e f u l  f o r  m a k in g  m o n e y .
M a n y  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  the  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  e x p e r i e n c e  
t h e s e  n o n r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  p e r v e r s e  f a m i l y u n i o n s  o r  u n io n s  i m a g e d
6 C h a r le s  D i c k e n s ,  O l iv e r  T w is t ,  e d .  K a th le e n  T i l l o t s o n  
(L o n d o n ,  1966 ) ,  p . 8 0
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a s  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h ic h  a r e  a s  m e a n i n g l e s s  a s  th e  t r a n s ­
a c t io n  b e t w e e n  p r o s t i t u t e  and c u s t o m e r .  T h e  p a t e r n a l i s m  o f  
F a g i n  c o o k in g  s a u s a g e s  o v e r  th e  f i r e  and a w a i t in g  th e  r e t u r n  o f  
h i s  " c h i ld r e n "  i s  a  p r o m in e n t  e x a m p l e .  A  tr u e  u t i l i t a r i a n ,  h e  
h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  no  q u a lm s  o r  s o r r o w  w h e n  f iv e  o f  h i s  c h a r g e s ,  
r a p id ly  g r o w in g  to o  o ld  fo r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  a r e  c a p t u r e d  and  
s e n t e n c e d  to  d ie  (52 ) .  M o n k s  r o b s  h i s  ow n  m o t h e r  w h e n  he  
l e a v e s  h e r  (3 5 2 ) ,  and M r .  B u m b le ,  w h o  at l e a s t  t w i c e  e a r n s  
m o n e y  b y  m e a n s  o f  O l iv e r ,  i s  p r o b a b ly  t e l l i n g  th e  t r u th  w h e n  he  
c l a i m s  to  lo v e  th e  b o y  a s  h e  w o u ld  h i s  o w n  g r a n d f a t h e r  (3 5 3 ) .  
" M o r r i s  B o l t e r "  (N oah  C la y p o le )  r e p r e s e n t s  C h a r lo t t e  to  F a g i n  
a s  M r s .  B o l t e r  (2 9 2 ) ,  bu t h e  a l l o w s  h e r  to  c a r r y  t h e i r  s t o l e n  
m o n e y  s o  th a t  th e  la w  w i l l  n o t  f in d  i t  on  h i m  (2 8 9 ) .  A nd  i n s t e a d  
o f  b r o t h e r l y  lo v e  M o n k s  f e e l s  "the b i t t e r e s t  and m o s t  u n r e le n t i n g  
a n i m o s i t y "  (352 )  t o w a r d s  h i s  h a l f - b r o t h e r .  F a g in ,  M o n k s ,
B u m b le  and N o a h  C la y p o le  a l l  u s e  o th e r  p e o p le  a s  m e a n s  to  
an  e n d ,  and t h i s  en d  a lw a y s  i n v o l v e s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f i t .
S e x ,  p r o p e r l y  the s ig n  of r e a l  l o v e ,  i s  o b v i o u s l y  c o r r u p t e d  
in  N a n c y ' s  p r o s t i t u t io n  but to  no  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  th a n  in  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in  th e  n o v e l .  M o n k s ,  th e  l e g i t i m a t e  c h i ld  
(the in n o c e n t  O l iv e r  i s  a b a s t a r d ) ,  i s  "the s o l e  and m o s t  u n n a tu r a l  
i s s u e "  (3 3 2 )  o f  a m a r r i a g e  fo u n d e d  on " f a m i ly  p r id e ,  and th e  m o s t
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s o r d id  and n a r r o w e s t  a m b it io n .  " M r .  B u m b le  m a r r i e s  M r s .
C o r n e y  o n ly  a f t e r  h e  h a s  h ad  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  i n s p e c t  th e
s i l v e r  and to  ta k e  "an e x a c t  in v e n t o r y  o f  the fu r n i tu r e "  (151).
" ’C o a l s ,  c a n d l e s ,  and h o u s e - r e n t  f r e e ,  ' he s a y s .  ’Oh, M r s .
C o r n e y ,  w h a t  a A n g e l  y o u  a r e '  " (175). J u s t  a s m a l l  t a s t e  o f
m a r i t a l  b l i s s  c o n v i n c e s  h i m  th a t  h e  h a s  p r o s t i t u t e d  h i m s e l f :
"I s o ld  m y s e l f "  (2 4 0 ) ,  h e  s a y s ,  and h i s  " A ll  in  tw o  m o n th s  ! . . „
T w o  m o n t h s ! "  (2 4 3 )  r e c a l l s  to  m in d  H a m e l t ' s  s i m i l a r  l a m e n t
o v e r  th e  d e g e n e r a t i o n  in to  an  i n c e s t u o u s  t r a v e s t y  o f  h i s  o n c e
h a p p y  f a m i l y .  A lth o u g h  M r .  B u m b le  o n ly  p r o s t i t u t e s  h i m s e l f
m e t a p h o r i c a l l y ,  N o a h  C la y p o le  i s  h o p in g  to p r o s t i t u t e  'M r s .
B o l t e r '  l i t e r a l l y  s o  th a t  h e  c a n  l i v e  w ith o u t  w o r k in g ,  so  th a t ,
8in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  h e  c a n  do "A l i t t l e  f a n c y  w o r k .  " A nd F a g in  
a c t s  a s  a  " p o n ce "  f o r  N a n c y ,  o n ly  one o f  th e  g i r l s  in  h i s  s t a b l e .  
G iv e n  th is  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  the  d e s c r i p t i v e  t i t l e  a c c o r d e d  C h a r le y  
B a t e s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  f o r  " M a s te r  B a t e s "  and th e  " e c s t a s y "
(100) o f  c o n v u l s i v e  la u g h t e r  in to  w h ic h  h e  i s  f o r e v e r  f a l l i n g  s u g g e s t
7
P .  3 3 2 .  T h is  i r o n y  i s  p o in te d  out b y  S t e v e n  M a r c u s ,  
D i c k e n s : f r o m  P i c k w i c k  to  D o m b e y  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1965),  p . 8 0 .
O
P .  291. F o r  t h i s  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  p h r a s e  " fa n c y  
w o r k ,  " s e e  " G l o s s a r y  o f  T h i e v e s '  C a n t  and S la n g ,  " a n  a p p e n d ix  
in  M r s .  T i l l o t s o n ' s  e d i t i o n  o f  the n o v e l ,  p. 4 0 2 .
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th e  u l t im a t e  d e n ia l  o f  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T he s e x  r e m a i n s ,  
b u t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  g o n e ,  and s e l f - o r i e n t e d  s e x ,  th a t  o f  the  
c h a r a c t e r s  in  O l iv e r  T w i s t , i s  h a r d ly  b e t t e r  th a n  m a s t u r b a t i o n .
In the w o r ld  o f  th e  n o v e l ,  w h e r e  l o v e ,  s e x ,  and m o n e y  f o r m  
a m o s t  u n h o ly  t r i u m v i r a t e ,  N a n c y ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  b u t  o n e  m o r e  
e x a m p l e ,  t h i s  one c o n c r e t e l y  im a g e d ,  o f  l o v e  th a t  i s  s e l f i s h  
and  d e b a s e d  b y  a p r i c e  t a g .  A  r e c e n t  im m i g r a n t  f r o m  th e  " r e m o te  
b u t  g e n t e e l  su b u r b  o f  R a t c l i f f e "  (80) ,  an  in f a m o u s  b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  
fo r  p r o s t i t u t e s  and t h i e v e s ,  N a n c y  f i t s  p e r f e c t l y  in to  the  s o r d id  
a t m o s p h e r e  o f  F i e l d - l a n e .  T h e r e  e x i s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a g r e a t  
g u lf  b e t w e e n  th e  g i r l ' s  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  and h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .  N a n c y  
i s  n o t  p r e s e n t e d  to  th e  r e a d e r  a s  a w o m a n  b a s e l y  s e l l i n g  h e r s e l f  
f o r  p e r s o n a l  g a in .  S h e i s  n o t  th e  on e  n o w  m a k in g  the  p r o f i t  f r o m  
h e r  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  n o r  w a s  h e r  o w n  g r e e d  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  h e r  ta k in g  
up p r o s t i t u t io n  in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  F a g i n  i n i t i a l l y  c o r r u p t e d  th e  
g i r l  and s t i l l  p r o f i t s  b y  N a n c y ' s  i l l - g o t t e n  g a i n s .  T h u s ,  p a r t  
o f  the s t i g m a  o f  N a n c y ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  r e m o v e d ,  and t h e r e  i s  a  
s u g g e s t i o n  th a t  N a n c y  i s  a n t i - m a t e r i a l i s t i c .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  N a n c y  
i s  m u c h  l ik e  " A n o th e r  U n fo r tu n a te "  in  h e r  o r i g i n s .  S h e  c o m e s  
f r o m  an  e n v ir o n m e n t  o f  s q u a l o r  and i s  n o t  h e r s e l f  th e  c a u s e  o f  h e r  
n o w  b e in g  a w h o r e .  S he  to o  i s  a v i c t i m ,  a  y o u th fu l  s a c r i f i c e  to  
F a g i n ' s  g r e e d .  S h e b e g a n  s t e a l i n g  fo r  F a g i n  " w h en  I w a s  a  c h i ld
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n o t  h a l f  a s  o ld  a s  [ O l iv e r ] "  (104), and h e r  t r a n s i t i o n  to  p r o s t i t u ­
t io n  s o m e  t w e lv e  y e a r s  p r io r  to  the  t i m e  o f  th e  n o v e l  w a s  a l s o  
a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  J e w ' s  a v a r i c e .  T he " c o ld ,  w e t ,  d ir t y  s t r e e t s "  
a r e  h e r  o n ly  h o m e  b e c a u s e  F a g i n  " d r o v e  m e  to  t h e m  lo n g  ago"  
and w i l l  " k e e p  m e  t h e r e ,  d a y  and n ig h t ,  d a y  and n ig h t ,  t i l l  I 
d ie "  (104)! G r e e d  and a v a r i c e  l e a d  to  N a n c y ' s  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  bu t  
th e  a v a r i c e  i s  F a g i n ' s  and the  s o c i e t y ' s  a ro u n d  th e  g i r l  r a t h e r  
th a n  th a t  o f  th e  g i r l  h e r s e l f .  H e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  r e b e l s  a t  s u c h  
g r e e d  a n t  a t  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  to  h e r .
T h u s ,  a l th o u g h  m a n y  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  the n o v e l  a r e  
im a g e d  and e v a l u a t e d  b y  the  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  t r a d e ,  N a n c y ' s  n a tu r e  
i s  at o d d s  w ith  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  H e r  s p i r i t u a l i t y  r e m a i n s  d i s t i n c t  
f r o m  h e r  t r a d e ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l i t y  w h ic h ,  a lo n g  w ith  
H a r r y  M a y l i e ' s  r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  h i s  p la c e  in  th e  w o r ld  f o r  th e  
h a n d  o f  R o s e ,  p r o v i d e s  th e  p o s i t i v e  i d e a l  o f  O l iv e r  T w i s t .
C h a r le s  B o o th  n o te d  th a t  a b o u t  th e  o n ly  t im e  w h e n  a p r o s t i t u t e  
h a s  a n y  a v e r s i o n  to  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  s h e  g i v e s  
b ir t h  to  a  c h i ld .  T h e n ,  s a y s  B o o th ,  " T he m a t e r n a l  in s t i n c t  m a y
Q
m a k e  r e s c u e  p o s s i b l e .  " It i s  q u ite  c l e a r l y  t h i s  s a m e  m a t e r n a l  
a
L i f e  and L a b o u r  o f  th e  P e o p l e  o f  L o n d o n , F i n a l  V o lu m e  
(L o n d o n ,  19 0 2 ) ,  p . 126.
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i n s t i n c t  th a t  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  O l iv e r  a w a k e n s  in  th e  s o u l  o f  the  
h a r d e n e d  p r o s t i t u t e  N a n c y .  T he j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  O l iv e r  and the  
t h i e v e s  in to  w h o s e  h a n d s  s h e  h a s  j u s t  d e l i v e r e d  th e  b o y  a w a k e n s  
th e  u r g e  to  p r o t e c t  h im ,  to  k e e p  h i m  f r o m  a  fa te  l i k e  h e r  ow n ,  
and i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  th a t  s h e  m e n t i o n s  a t  th is  t i m e  a c r i m e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  y e a r s  s i n c e ,  h e r  ow n  c o r r u p t io n  (104). O l iv e r ' s  
p r e s e n c e ,  s a y s  N a n c y ,  " tu r n s  m e  a g a i n s t  m y s e l f "  (166), f o r  
O l iv e r  r e m i n d s  N a n c y  o f  h e r  ow n  l o s t  i n n o c e n c e .  S h e  d e s c r i b e s  
h i m  a s  b e in g  a s  d o c i l e  a s  a  " la m b "  (132) on  th e  t r i p  to  S ik e s '  
p l a c e .  On th e  b a s i s  o f  h e r  s t u p o r o u s  s p e e c h  at th e  t i m e  o f  the  
r o b b e r y ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  N a n c y ' s  d r u n k e n n e s s  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r  
a t t e m p t  to  d r o w n  b o th  h e r  s o r r o w  and h e r  g u i l t  f o r  th e  in n o c e n c e  
O l iv e r  i s  on  th e  v e r g e  o f  l o s i n g .  E v e n  th e  b o y  h i m s e l f  s e n s e s  
th a t  h is  p o w e r  o v e r  N a n c y  i s  h e r  " c o m p a s s i o n  fo r  h i s  h e l p l e s s  
s t a t e "  (131), and F a g i n  a s s u r e s  M o n k s  th a t  "as s o o n  a s  the  b o y  
b e g in s  to  h a r d e n ,  s h e ' l l  c a r e  n o  m o r e  f o r  h im ,  th a n  f o r  a  b lo c k  
o f  w o o d "  (171). It i s  O l i v e r ' s  " in n e r  l i g h t  o f  i n n o c e n c e " ^  th at  
l e a d s  N a n c y  to  r i s k  h e r  ow n  s a f e t y  b y  c o n f id in g  in  R o s e  M a y l ie  
in  o r d e r  to  s e c u r e  O l i v e r ' s  s a f e t y .  A nd  th is  s a m e  m a t e r n a l  
r e s p o n s e  l e a d s  h e r  to  d r u g  B i l l  so  th a t  s h e  m ig h t  m e e t  R o s e  and
^ M a r c u s ,  p„ 82.
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M r . B r o w n lo w  and r e v e a l  the  p lo t  o f  F a g i n  and M o n k s .
If, on  th e  one h an d , N a n c y  i s  a  m o t h e r  f i g u r e  t o  O l i v e r ,  
s h e  i s ,  on  th e  o t h e r ,  th e  f i g u r e  of th e  d e v o t e d  and s e l f l e s s  w i f e  
to  B i l l  S i k e s .  A lth o u g h  S ik e s  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  r e s p o n d in g  to  h e r ,  
N a n c y 's  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d s  h im  i s  on e  o f  w i f e l y  t e n d e r n e s s  and  
l o v e .  S h e  t e l l s  h i m  th a t  i f  h e  w e r e  in  p r i s o n ,  "I'd w a lk  ro u n d  
and ro u n d  the p la c e  t i l l  I d r o p p e d ,  i f  the  s n o w  w a s  on  th e  g r o u n d ,  
and  I h a d n 't  a  s h a w l  to  c o v e r  m e "  (99)- W h en  th e  h o u s e b r e a k e r  
i s  s i c k ,  N a n c y  n u r s e s  h i m  a s  c a r e f u l l y  " as  i f  [h e ]  h a d  b e e n  a  
c h i ld ,  " and w h i le  s h e  t e l l s  h i m  o f  h e r  c o n c e r n  f o r  h im ,  t h e r e  
i s  in  h e r  v o i c e  "a to u c h  o f  w o m a n ' s  t e n d e r n e s s ,  w h i c h  c o m m u n i ­
c a t e d  s o m e t h in g  l i k e  s w e e t n e s s  o f  to n e "  (2 5 8 ) .  H e r  l i f e  m a y  be  
" w r e t c h e d ,  " N a n c y  t e l l s  R o s e ,  ,but s h e  d o e s  h a v e  "one f e e l i n g  
o f  th e  w o m a n  le f t"  (2 7 5 ) ,  s i n c e r e  and s e l f l e s s  l o v e .  A lth o u g h  
s h e  h a s  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  F a g i n ' s  g a n g  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  
s t i l l  r e m a i n s  in  N a n c y  "a f e e b le  g l e a m  o f  th e  w o m a n l y  f e e l i n g  
w h ic h  s h e  [ th in k s ]  a  w e a k n e s s ,  b u t  w h ic h  a lo n e  c o n n e c t  [ s ]  h e r  
w ith  th a t  h u m a n ity ,  o f  w h ic h  h e r  w a s t i n g  l i f e  h ad  o b l i t e r a t e d  s o  
m a n y ,  m a n y  t r a c e s "  (2 7 0 ) .  W hat i s  im p o r t a n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  
th a t  u n l ik e  s o  m a n y  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  th e  n o v e l ,  sh e _ m  s o m e h o w  
c o n n e c t e d  w ith  h u m a n i ty .  T h u s ,  in  s p i t e  o f  c r i t i c i s m s  s u c h  a s  
th a t  o f  R ic h a r d  F o r d  w h o  foun d  th a t  N a n c y ' s  c o n d u c t  w ith  r e g a r d
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to  B i l l  w a s  s i m p l y  u n e x p la in a b le  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  h e r , ' 1''*' N a n c y ' s  r e t u r n  to  th e  b r u t a l  S ik e s  a f t e r  r e v e a l i n g  th e  
p lo t  a g a i n s t  O l iv e r  i s  b o th  j u s t i f i a b l e  and n e c e s s a r y  to  th e  n o v e l ,  
f o r  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s ,  th i s  s i n c e r e  and  
e n n o b l in g  lo v e  th a t  s h e  f e e l s  fo r  B i l l ,  th a t  D ic k e n s  s e t s  up as  an  
i d e a l  in  O l iv e r  T w i s t . T h e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  in to  w h ic h  s h e  h a s  b e e n  
f o r c e d  m a y  i m a g e  th e  M a m m o n i s m  o f  F a g in  and m o s t  o f  th e  
r e s t  o f  th e  n o v e l ' s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  bu t th e  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  o f  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e - - h e r  a b i l i t y  to  lo v e  and to  g i v e - - s t a n d s  f o r  th e  p o s i t i v e  
v a lu e  e s p o u s e d  in  O l iv e r  T w i s t .
A  g o o d  f r i e n d  o f  D ic k e n s  and on e  w h o  k n e w  o f  h i s  w o r k  at  
U r a n ia  C o t ta g e  i s  E l i z a b e t h  G a s k e l l ,  and th e  p r o s t i t u t e  th a t  sh e  
c r e a t e d  e m b o d i e s  m a n y  o f  th e  s a m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  D ic k e n s  s a w  
in  th e  g i r l s  o f  th e  c o t t a g e .  M a r y  B a r t o n  w a s  w r i t t e n  to  d e p ic t  
an d  to  o f f e r  a  s o l u t i o n  to  th e  p r o b l e m  of p o v e r t y  a m o n g  th e  l o w e r  
c l a s s e s  in  M a n c h e s t e r  d u r in g  th e  la t e  t h i r t i e s  and e a r l y  f o r t i e s ,  
p o v e r t y  b o r n  o f  th e  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  p o l i c i e s  o f  a l a i s s e z - f a i r e  
s y s t e m  o f  e c o n o m i c s .  In s u c h  a  s y s t e m ,  a s  m a n u fa c t u r in g  g o e s ,  
s o  m u s t  go  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  th e  w o r k e r s .  T h u s ,  w h e n  a d e p r e s s i o n
^ R e v i e w  o f  O l iv e r  T w i s t ; o r , T he P a r i s h  B o y ' s  P r o g r e s s , 
Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w ,  L X IV  (June 1839) ,  98.
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in  t r a d e  o c c u r r e d  in  the  la t e  t h i r t i e s ,  w o r k e r s  f a c e d  a p p a l l in g  
p o v e r t y  w h i le  e m p l o y e r s  r e m a i n e d  u n c o n c e r n e d  and s e e m i n g l y  
u n a f f e c t e d  b y  the s lo w d o w n  o f  th e  e c o n o m y .  In M a r y  B a r t o n , fo r  
e x a m p l e ,  G e o r g e  W il s o n  g i v e s  up  h is  ow n  m e a g r e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  
fo o d  fo r  a  f e l l o w  w o r k e r  w ho  i s  d y in g .  W hen h e  g o e s  to  the  
s u m p tu o u s  h o m e  o f  M r .  C a r s o n ,  th e  m i l l  o w n e r ,  to  g e t  a h o s p i t a l  
p a s s  fo r  th e  d y in g  w o r k e r ,  he o v e r h e a r s  a m a id  o r d e r  M r s .  
C a r s o n ' s  b r e a k f a s t  f r o m  the co o k :  " M i s s i s  w i l l  h a v e  h e r  b r e a k ­
f a s t  u p - s t a i r s ,  c o o k ,  and the c o ld  p a r t r id g e  a s  w a s  l e f t  y e s t e r d a y ,
and put p le n t y  o f  c r e a m  in  h e r  c o f f e e ,  and s h e  th in k s  t h e r e ' s  a
12r o l l  l e f t ,  and s h e  w o u ld  l ik e  i t  w e l l - b u t t e r e d .  " T h is  j u x t a ­
p o s i t i o n  o f  m u r d e r o u s  p o v e r t y  and c a r e l e s s  lu x u r y  c r e a t e s  
w i d e s p r e a d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  a m o n g  th e  w o r k e r s .
B e f o r e  s h e  f a l l s  and b e c o m e s  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  M a r y ' s  A unt  
E s t h e r  i s  v a in  and a m b i t io u s .  She w o r k s  in  th e  f a c t o r y  but  
d e s p i s e s  th e  w o rk ;  s o  s h e  s p e n d s  h e r  e a r n i n g s  "in d r e s s ,  th in k in g  
to  s e t  o f f  h e r  p r e t t y  fa c e "  (5). She h o p e s  to  u s e  " y o u r  a r t i f i c i a l s ,  
and y o u r  f l y - a w a y  v e i l s "  (5) a s  a p a s s p o r t  b y  w h ic h  s h e  m ig h t  
t r a n s c e n d  h e r  ow n  c l a s s .  In m a n y  w a y s ,  th e n ,  E s t h e r  r e s e m b l e s  
E l e a n o r  B  , a l s o  v a in ,  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  and
^ M r s .  G askell,  M ary Barton (New York, 1958), p. 62.
165
a m b i t io u s ,  and t h e s e  a r e  th e  v a lu e s  in h e r e n t  in  the  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  
p r o s t i t u t io n ,
E s t h e r ' s  a m b it io n  and i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  b y
13M r s .  G a s k e l l  as  a  f o r e w a r n in g ,  a  " g r im  s p e c t e r "  h a n g in g  
o v e r  and t h r e a t e n in g  to  be a p a t t e r n  f o r  the fa te  o f  h e r  n i e c e  
M a r y  B a r to n ,  fo r  M a r y ,  to o ,  i s  a m b i t io u s .  W ith th is  a m b i t io n  
a s  th e  c o m m o n  g r o u n d ,  M a r y  and E s t h e r  a r e  id e n t i f i e d .  W h ile  a 
v e r y  y o u n g  g i r l ,  M a r y  c l i m b s  up  on  E s t h e r ' s  k n e e  and  aunt a s k s  
n i e c e ,  "W hat s h o u ld  y o u  th in k  i f  I s e n t  f o r  y o u  s o m e  d a y  and m a d e  
a la d y  o f  y o u "  (6 ) ,  and as  the g i r l  g r o w s  up the "old  l e a v e n ,  
i n f u s e d  y e a r s  ago  b y  h e r  au nt E s t h e r ,  f e r m e n t e d  in  h e r  b o s o m ,  " 
p r o d u c in g  " v a n ity "  and " a m b it io n "  (7 5 ) .  As had  E s t h e r ,  M a r y  
h a s  e v e r y  in t e n t io n  o f  s o c i a l  c l im b in g  on th e  w in g s  o f  h e r  b e a u ty :
T h e  s a y in g s  o f  h e r  a b s e n t ,  th e  m y s t e r i o u s  au nt E s t h e r ,  
h a d  an  u n a c k n o w le d g e d  in f lu e n c e  o v e r  M a r y .  She k n e w  
s h e  w a s  p r e t t y  , . „ t r u s t  a g i r l  o f  s i x t e e n  fo r  k n o w in g  
i t  w e l l  i f  s h e  i s  p r e t t y  . . . .  So  w ith  th is  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
s h e  had e a r l y  d e t e r m i n e d  th a t  h e r  b e a u ty  s h o u ld  m a k e  
h e r  a la d y ;  . „ „ the r a n k  to  w h ic h  s h e  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  h e r  
l o s t  aunt E s t h e r  had  a r r i v e d .  (22)
M u ch  o f  the  i m a g e r y  l a t e r  in  the n o v e l  s e r v e s  to  fu r t h e r  id e n t i f y  
M a r y  and E s t h e r .  W hen M a r y ' s  a m b it io n  s e e m i n g l y  l e a d s  to
^ M y r o n  F„ B r i g h t f i e ld ,  I n tr o d u c t io n ,  Ib id . , p . x i i .
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m u r d e r ,  an e m b i t t e r e d  m o t h e r  r e f e r s  to  M a r y  a s  a Mh u s s y M 
(216), a s  " D a l i la h "  (219), a s  a l1v i l e ,  f l i r t i n g  q u een "  (219), and  
as  a " w h ited  s e p u lc h r e "  (218). A n o t h e r  w o m a n  s u s p e c t s  M a r y  
o f  h a v in g  b e e n  v i c t i m i z e d  by  a " lo v e  a f f a i r ,  and, p e r h a p s ,  one  
o f  n o t  th e  m o s t  c r e d i t a b l e  k in d "  (2 7 5 ) .  A nd s t i l l  a n o th e r  s u s p e c t s  
M a r y  o f  b e in g  i m m o r a l  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  s o  p r e t t y  (3 0 2 ) .  T h u s ,  
E s t h e r  b e c o m e s  a k in d  o f  h a r b in g e r  o f  M a r y ' s  f a l l .
T h e r e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  tw o  p lo t  l i n e s  i n  M a r y  B a r t o n , a  
p e r s o n a l  p lo t  in v o lv in g  the v a n i t y  and a m b i t io n  o f  M a r y ,  and a 
s o c i a l  p lo t  in v o lv in g  th e  s e p a r a t i o n - - " a y ,  a s  s e p a r a t e  a s  D i v e s  
and L a z a r u s ,  w ith  a g r e a t  g u l f  b e t w ix t  u s "  ( 7 ) - - b e t w e e n  a f f lu e n t ,  
i n s e n s i t i v e  m a s t e r s  and s t a r v i n g  w o r k e r s .  A lth o u g h  i t  i s  an  
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  th a t  w o m e n  in  M a n c h e s t e r  f r e q u e n t ly  r e s o r t e d  
to  p r o s t i t u t io n  d u r in g  " s e a s o n s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r e s s ,  w h e n  
t r a d e  [ b e c a m e ]  p a r a l y s e d  . . . and h o n e s t  l a b o r  d e n ie d  an h o n e s t  
l i v e l i h o o d ,  M r s .  G a s k e l l  t r e a t s  E s t h e r ,  in  s o  fa r  a s  s h e  
d e a l s  w ith  c a u s e s ,  n o t  a s  a v i c t i m  o f  n e e d  but a s  a v a in ,  s e l f i s h  
s i n n e r .  T h u s ,  s h e  fu n c t io n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in  th e  p e r s o n a l  r a t h e r  
th a n  in  the s o c i a l  p lo t  o f  M a r y  B a r t o n . E s t h e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n ,
^ L e o n  F a u c h e r ,  M a n c h e s t e r  in  1 8 4 4 , q u o ted  in  A r th u r  
P o l l a r d ,  M r s . G a s k e l l : N o v e l i s t  and B io g r a p h e r  ( M a n c h e s t e r ,  
1965),  p . 39 .
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h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  o b j e c t i f y  th e  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  of  th e  n o v e l ,  f o r  a s
p r o s t i t u t io n  d e b a s e s  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  m o n e y ,  s o  l a i s s e z -
f a i r e  e c o n o m i c  t h e o r y  i g n o r e s  th e  p l ig h t  o f  th e  w o r k e r s  and
15a l lo w s  t h e m  t h e i r  " L ib e r t y  to  d ie  b y  s t a r v a t i o n ,  " And a s  th e  
t h e o r y  o f  th e  o w n e r s  a l l o w s  t h e m  to  d r iv e  u n s w e r v i n g l y  f o r w a r d  
in  t h e ir  a t t e m p t s  to  m a k e  m o r e  m o n e y  w h i le  r e m a i n i n g  h e e d l e s s  
o f  th e  s u f f e r i n g  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  H a r r y  C a r s o n ,  th e  s o n  o f  a m i l l  
o w n e r ,  a l s o  r e m a i n s  b l in d  to h u m a n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a s  h e  s e e k s  
r e l e n t l e s s l y  to  s e d u c e  M a r y ,  T h u s ,  th r o u g h  th e  im a g e  of p r o s t i ­
tu t io n ,  the  tw o  p lo t s  o f  M a r y  B a r t o n  a r e  u n i f ie d ,  fo r  in  b o th  t h e r e  
i s  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  h u m a n s  in to  l i f e l e s s  o b j e c t s  to  be  s e l f i s h l y  
u s e d .  A s  in  O l iv e r  T w i s t , p r o s t i t u t io n ,  E s t h e r ' s  and p o t e n t ia l l y  
M a r y ' s ,  s e r v e s  a s  an  e v a l u a t i v e  i m a g e  fo r  th e  r e w r i t t e n  V ic t o r i a n  
G o ld e n  R u le  o f  th e  G o ld e n  Cow: D o  u n to  y o u r s e l f  a s  y o u  w o u ld  
h a v e  o t h e r s  d o  u n to  y o u .
L ik e  J e b b ,  M r s .  G a s k e l l  i s  s o m e w h a t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  in  d e a l in g  
w ith  h e r  p r o s t i t u t e ,  fo r  a l th o u g h  s h e  e s t a b l i s h e s  E s t h e r ' s  v a n ity  
and a m b i t io n ,  the  g i r l ' s  a c t u a l  d e s c e n t  in to  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  b y  p o v e r t y .  T h u s ,  a f t e r  h e r  f a l l  E s t h e r  i s  a p r o s t i t u t e  
a s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  h u m a n i t a r i a n s .  S h e  p l i e s  a d i s g u s t i n g  tr a d e
• ^ C a r l y l e ,  P a s t  and P r e s e n t , in  W o r k s , X , 212.
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w h ic h  d e b a s e s  l o v e  to  th e  l e v e l  o f  p h y s i c a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  o n ly ,  
b u t h e r  ow n  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  r e m a i n s  a lo o f  f r o m  th e  d e b a s e m e n t ,  
and  s h e  i s  d i s g u s t e d  w ith  h e r  l i f e .  B e c a u s e  s h e  d o e s  h a v e  a 
s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e ,  s h e  i s  c a p a b le  o f  lo v e  and c h a r i ty .
E v e n  a f t e r  th e  s o l d i e r  w ith  w h o m  s h e  r u n s  a w a y  a b a n d o n s  
h e r ,  E s t h e r  f e e l s  c h a r i t y  to w a r d s  h i m .  W hen J e m  W il s o n  c u r s e s  
h e r  s e d u c e r ,  E s t h e r  d e f e n d s  h im :  "Oh, d o n 't  a b u s e  h im ;  d o n 't
s p e a k  a w o r d  a g a in s t  h im !  Y ou  d o n 't  k n o w  h o w  I lo v e  h i m  y et;  
y e t ,  w h e n  I a m  su n k  s o  lo w .  Y ou  d o n 't  g u e s s  h o w  k in d  h e  w a s "  
(153). H e r  r e d u c t io n  to  th e  l e v e l  o f  a  c o m m o n  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  a l s o  
s e l f l e s s ,  f o r  sh e  s u b m i t s  h e r s e l f  to  th e  in d ig n i t y  o f  l o v e l e s s  
s e x  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  h e r  ow n  c h i ld  w h o m  s h e  lo v e s :
It w a s  w i n t e r ,  c o l d  b le a k  w in t e r ;  and m y  c h i ld  w a s  s o  
i l l ,  and I w a s  s t a r v i n g .  A nd  I c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  to  s e e  h e r  
s u f f e r ,  and f o r g o t  h o w  m u c h  b e t t e r  i t  w o u ld  b e  fo r  u s  to  
d ie  t o g e t h e r ; - - o h ,  h e r  m o a n s ,  h e r  m o a n s ,  w h ic h  m o n e y  
c o u ld  g iv e  th e  m e a n s  o f  r e l i e v i n g !  S o  I w e n t  ou t  in to  the  
s t r e e t  on e  J a n u a r y  n i g h t - - d o  y o u  th in k  God w i l l  p u n is h  m e  
fo r  th a t?  (154)
T h u s ,  the  v a n i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  M r s .  G a s k e l l  s e r v e s  m o r e  to  
r e l a t e  E s t h e r  to  the a m b i t io u s  M a r y  th a n  it  d o e s  a s  a c a u s e  fo r  
h e r  ow n  f a l l .  One s u s p e c t s  th a t  M r s .  G a s k e l l  a l s o  l i s t e n e d  to  
s e v e r a l  d i f f e r in g  c l a i m s  r e g a r d i n g  the  p r o s t i t u t e .
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E s t h e r ' s  m o s t  f u l ly  r e a l i z e d  a t t e m p t  a t  c h a r i t y  i s  w ith  
r e g a r d  to  h e r  n i e c e ,  M a r y  B a r to n ,  fo r  j u s t  a s  N a n c y  s e e s  h e r  
o w n  l o s t  in n o c e n c e  in  O l i v e r ,  E s t h e r  s e e s  h e r  v a n ity  and  a m b i t io n  
in  M a r y .  T h e  a m b i t io u s  g i r l  l a c k s  th e  gu id e  and a d v i s o r  th a t  s h e  
s h o u ld  h a v e .  W hen  E s t h e r ,  p r o w l in g  a ro u n d  th e  s t r e e t s  and  a l l e y s ,  
r e a l i z e s  th a t  M a r y  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o m e  s o r t  o f  l i a i s o n  w ith  
y o u n g  H a r r y  C a r s o n ,  s h e  s e e s  h e r  ow n fa te  a s  the g i r l ' s  fu tu r e  
and  a t t e m p t s  to  a v e r t  t h i s  s e e m in g  in e v i t a b i l i t y .  A t t e m p t in g  to  
p r o t e c t  th e  g i r l  f r o m  th e  b l ig h t  o f  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  E s t h e r  t r i e s  to  
i n f o r m  th e  g i r l ' s  f a t h e r  o f  M a r y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ;  but Joh n  B a r to n ,  
c o n v in c e d  th a t  E s t h e r ' s  o r i g i n a l  e l o p e m e n t  c o n tr ib u te d  m u c h  to  
th e  d e a th  o f  h i s  o w n  w i f e ,  c u r s e s  h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  p u s h e s  h e r  
in to  the m u d ,  and l e a v e s  h e r  c r y in g  f o r  h i s  h e lp  (117-118). T he  
o n ly  on e  to  h e e d  h e r  p l e a s  i s  a p o l i c e m a n  w h o  p ic k s  up  the m u d -  
s p a t t e r e d  w h o r e  and h a s  h e r  s e n t e n c e d  to  a m o n th  at h a r d  la b o r  
f o r  v a g r a n c y .  A g a in  E s t h e r  m a n i f e s t s  h e r  s e l f l e s s n e s s  b y  
h o ld in g  no  g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  Joh n  B a r to n .  She s i m p l y  l a m e n t s  
h e r  o w n  im p o t e n c e  and f e a r s  f o r  the s a f e t y  o f  h e r  n i e c e :  "God
k e e p  h e r  f r o m  h a r m !  A nd  y e t  I w o n ' t  p r a y  fo r  h e r ;  s in n e r  th a t  
I a m !  C an  m y  p r a y e r s  be  h e a r d ?  N o! t h e y ' l l  o n ly  do h a r m .
H o w  s h a l l  I s a v e  h e r ?  He w o u ld  n o t  l i s t e n  to  m e "  (118).
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W h en  s h e  i s  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  p r i s o n ,  E s t h e r ' s  f i r s t  th o u g h t  
i s  fo r  th e  s a f e t y  o f  h e r  n i e c e .  S he  s o o n  h a s  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  
h e lp  M a r y ,  f o r  th e  g i r l  b e l i e v e s  th a t  h e r  ow n  a m b i t io u s  f l i r t a ­
t i o u s n e s s  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th e  d e a th  o f  H a r r y  C a r s o n ,  
the  w o u ld - b e  s e d u c e r .  M a r y ' s  o n ly  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  h e r  l e v i t y  
o f  c o n d u c t  i s  th a t  s h e  n e v e r  h ad  a m o t h e r  to  t e l l  h e r  r ig h t  f r o m  
w r o n g  (3 2 4 ) ,  M r s .  B a r to n  h a v in g  d ie d  w h e n  M a r y  w a s  s t i l l  v e r y  
y o u n g .  At the h e ig h t  o f  h e r  t r o u b le  an d  a n x ie t y  o v e r  th e  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s  o f  h e r  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  M a r y  t u r n s  to  h e r  au n t fo r  a  m o t h e r  
s u b s t i t u t e .  A lo n e  w ith  a  s t r i c k e n  c o n s c i e n c e ,  M a r y ,  " as  i f  sh e  
w e r e  a t e r r i f i e d  c h i l d ,  " i n s t i n c t i v e l y  r e a c h e s  out fo r  h e lp  w h e n  
t h e r e  i s  a  k n o c k  on  th e  d o o r .  G a s p in g ,  " 'O h! m o t h e r !  m o t h e r !
Y o u  a r e  c o m e  at l a s t ?  ' s h e  t h r e w  h e r s e l f ,  o r  r a t h e r  f e l l ,  in to  
the t r e m b l i n g  a r m s  o f  h e r  l o n g - l o s t ,  u n r e c o g n i z e d  au n t, E s t h e r "  
(2 2 4 ) .  A nd i t  i s  E s t h e r  w h o  p r o v id e s  M a r y  w ith  th e  in f o r m a t io n  
w h ic h  M a r y  a lo n e  c a n  c o r r e c t l y  i n t e r p r e t  to  p r o v e  th a t  H a r r y  
C a r s o n ' s  d e a th  h a s  b e e n  in  no w a y  m o t i v a t e d  b y  h e r  c o n d u c t .
T h u s ,  E s t h e r  d o e s  b e c o m e  a m o t h e r  f i g u r e  f o r  M a r y  and d o e s  
g u id e  the  g i r l  w h e n  s h e  n e e d s  g u id a n c e .  A t  th e  e n d  o f  M a r y  
B a r t o n , i t  i s  f i t t in g  th a t  E s t h e r  be " la id  in  on e  g r a v e "  w ith  M a r y ' s  
f a t h e r  (3 8 0 ) ,  fo r  the p r o s t i t u t e  w h o s e  n a tu r e  r e m a i n s  a b o v e  h e r  
p r o f e s s i o n  m a n i f e s t s  th e  h i g h e s t  f o r m  o f  l o v e ,  th e  l o v e  s y m b o l i c a l l y
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p r e s e n t e d  a s  th a t  o f  the  m o t h e r  f o r  h e r  c h i ld .  E s t h e r  i s  a m o t h e r  
b o th  to  h e r  ow n  s t a r v i n g  and s i c k  c h i ld  and to  h e r  n i e c e ,  s t a r v i n g  
f o r  a m o t h e r ' s  g u id a n c e .  L ik e  N a n c y ' s ,  E s t h e r ' s  c a r e  f o r  h e r  
" c h i ld r e n "  r e p r e s e n t s  the  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  t e n d e r n e s s  and  
m o t h e r l y  a f f e c t io n .
E s t h e r  i s  a l s o  a p a t t e r n  f o r  th e  s o lu t io n  to  th e  n o v e l ' s  
" s o c ia l"  p r o b l e m .  T h e m i l l  o w n e r s  a r e  c o u n s e l e d  to  l o v e  j u s t  
a s  E s t h e r  l e a r n s  to  l o v e ,  to  c a r e  fo r  o t h e r s  a s  E s t h e r  c a r e s  fo r  
h e r  " c h i ld r e n .  " T h e  s a m e  k in d  o f  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
m u s t  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  m a s t e r s  and m e n ,  b e t w e e n  the  C a p ta in s  o f  
I n d u s tr y  and  th e  w o r k e r s  u n d e r  t h e m .  A t  th e  en d  o f  M a r y  B a r t o n , 
th e  w i s h  o f  one  m i l l  o w n e r ,  H a r r y  C a r s o n ' s  f a t h e r ,  i s  c l e a r l y  
th a t  o f  M r s .  G a s k e l l .  It i s  a  w i s h  th a t
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a  p e r f e c t  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  and c o m p le t e  c o n f id e n c e  and l o v e ,  
m ig h t  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  m a s t e r s  and m e n ;  th a t  the  t r u th  m ig h t  
b e  r e c o g n i z e d  th a t  the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  one  w e r e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  a l l ,  and , a s  s u c h ,  r e q u ir e d  the c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and  
d e l i b e r a t i o n  o f  a l l ;  th a t  h e n c e  i t  w a s  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  to  
h a v e  e d u c a t e d  w o r k e r s ,  c a p a b le  o f  ju d in g ,  n ot  m e r e  m a c h i n e s  
o f  ig n o r a n t  m e n ;  and to  h a v e  t h e m  b ou nd  to  t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s  
b y  th e  t i e s  o f  r e s p e c t  and a f f e c t io n ,  n o t  b y  m e r e  m o n e y  
b a r g a in s  a lo n e ;  i n  s h o r t ,  to  a c k n o w le d g e  the  S p i r i t  o f  
C h r i s t  a s  th e  r e g u l a t i n g  la w  b e t w e e n  b o th  p a r t i e s .  ( 3 7 5 - 3 7 6 )
W hat M r s .  G a s k e l l  r e j e c t s  E s t h e r  r e j e c t s ,  and w h a t  M r s .  G a s k e l l  
h o p e s  f o r ,  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n ,  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  in  M a r y  B a r t o n  b y  th e
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h u m a n e l y  c o n c e i v e d  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o  l e a r n s  th a t  l i f e  i s  n o t  m a d e  up  
o f  " m e r e  m o n e y  b a r g a in s  a lo n e .  ”
T h e  s a m e  d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n  
an d  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  w h ic h  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  e x p lo i t e d  fo r  the  
p u r p o s e  o f  r e f o r m i n g  s o c i a l  a t t i tu d e s  p r o v id e d  tw o  u s e f u l  i m a g e s  
f o r  a u th o r s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  g r e e d  and a v a r i c e  th a t  a r e  s u c h  
f r e q u e n t l y  n o te d  a s p e c t s  o f  V ic t o r i a n  c o m m e r c i a l i s m .  T he  
p r o s t i t u t e ' s  t r a d e  d e n ie d  h u m a n i ty  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  m o n e y  b y  
d e n y in g  a n y  m e a n in g  to  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The n a tu r e  o f  h e r  
t r a d e  m a d e  i t  a  p e r f e c t  i m a g e  fo r  th e  d e h u m a n iz a t io n  th a t  o c c u r r e d  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  m e r c a n t i l i s m ,  f o r  u l t i m a t e l y  s u c h  c o n c e r n  fo r  
m a k in g  m o n e y  d i s t o r t e d  th e  v i s i o n  o f  a  n a t io n 's  p e o p le  to  th e  p o in t  
w h e r e  t h e y  c o u ld  no  lo n g e r  s e e  h u m a n i t y  a s  e x i s t i n g  o u t s id e  
t h e m s e l v e s .  To an  a g e  b e in g  c o n s u m e d  b y  s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  the  
s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  o f  the  p r o s t i t u t e  a s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  
b e c a m e  a  u s e f u l  i m a g e ,  th a t  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l  o f  c h a r i t y ,  
s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  w h ic h  V ic t o r i a n  v i s i o n a r i e s  t r i e d  to  m a k e  t h e ir  
b l in d  c o u n t r y m e n  s e e .
CHAPTER VI
C O M M E R C IA L IS M  A N D  T H E  IM A G E  O F  P R O S T I T U T I O N -- I I
In O l iv e r  T w i s t  th e  d e h u m a n iz a t io n  th a t  i s  a b y - p r o d u c t  o f  
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and  th a t  i s  i m a g e d  b y  th e  d e p e r s o n a l i z e d  
c o p u la t io n  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  i s  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a p h e n o m e n o n  o f  
th e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  In th e  o th e r  w o r k s  c o n s i d e r e d  in  th e  p r e c e d i n g  
c h a p t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  d e h u m a n iz a t io n  o c c u r s  w h e n  a  s e l f - i m p o r t a n t  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s  d e h u m a n i z e s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  
l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  in  M a r y  B a r to n  the o w n e r s  s e e  
th e  l a b o r e r s  a s  " m a c h in e s  o f  ig n o r a n t  m e n "  b y  w h ic h  t h e y  c a n  
m a k e  m o n e y ,  and y o u n g  C a r s o n  s e e s  th e  l o w e r - c l a s s  M a r y  a s  a  
m e r e  o b j e c t  to  b e  u s e d  to  s a t i s f y  h i s  lu s t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  M e r to n  
C r o s i e r  e v a l u a t e s  th e  i m p o v e r i s h e d  B e r t i e  H a z e lw o o d  a s  j u s t  an  
i m p e r s o n a l  o b j e c t  f o r  s e x  to b e  b o u g h t  a t  th e  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  p r i c e .  
B u t i t  i s  p o in te d  ou t  in  P a v e d  W ith  G o ld  th a t  C r o s i e r ' s  v i s i o n  i s  
s o  d i s t o r t e d  th a t  g i r l s  o f  h i s  ow n  c l a s s ,  th e  m id d le  c l a s s ,  a r e  
a l s o  d e h u m a n iz e d .  T h e y ,  t o o ,  b e c o m e  a m e a n s  to  an  e n d ,  and  
fo r  C r o s i e r  and  C h a r le y  S u tto n  m a r r i a g e  i s  s i m p l y  a c o n v e n ie n t  
m e a n s  to  a l a r g e  s u m  o f  m o n e y - - t h e  l a r g e r  th e  s u m  b r o u g h t  b y
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th e  b r i d e ,  the  b e t t e r  th e  m a r r i a g e .  T h u s ,  th e  d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  
th a t  i s  s o  b ound  up  w ith  m a k in g  m o n e y  i s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  to  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in v o lv in g  th e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s .  D u r in g  th e  V ic t o r ia n  
a g e  i t  d e s t r o y e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  on  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y .  "In a 
s o c i e t y  s o  p e r m e a t e d  b y  the  c o m m e r c i a l  s p i r i t ,  " s u m m a r i z e s  
W a lte r  E .  H o u gh ton , " lo v e  c o u ld  be b la t a n t ly  t h r u s t  a s i d e  i f  i t  
i n t e r f e r e d  w ith  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  v a l u e s .
B ut i f  M e r t o n  C r o s i e r ,  G i lb e r t  O s m o n d  (P o r t r a i t  o f  a L a d y , 
1881) and in n u m e r a b le  T r o l lo p e  m a l e s ,  f o r  e x a m p le  L o r d  F a w n  in  
T h e  E u s t a c e  D ia m o n d s  (1873), a r e  no  b e t t e r  th a n  m a l e  t r o l l o p s ,  
m e n  b y  no m e a n s  h ad  a c o r n e r  on  th e  m a r r i a g e  m a r k e t .  F o r  
V i c t o r i a n  f i c t i o n  r e v e a l s  a g r e a t  m a n y  w o m e n  w h o  e v a l u a t e d  a  
p r o s p e c t i v e  m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r ' s  s u i t a b i l i t y  e x c l u s i v e l y  in  t e r m s  
o f  h is  b an k  a c c o u n t .  T he m a r i a g e  de c o n v e n a n c e  c a m e  to  be a 
g r e a t  o b j e c t  o f  d e r i s i o n  a m o n g  V ic t o r i a n  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  w h o  
s to o d  s t e a d f a s t l y  in  the  c a m p  o f l o v e  in  i t s  c e a s e l e s s  w a r  w ith  
m o n e y .  T h u s ,  i t  to o k  o n ly  a s h o r t  t im e  fo r  h u m a n i t a r ia n s  to  
r e c o g n i z e  th e  a n a lo g y  th a t  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  the w o m a n  w h o  g a v e  
o f  h e r s e l f  p h y s i c a l l y  in  a m o n e y  m a r r i a g e  and the  m i s t r e s s  in
•̂ The V ic t o r i a n  F r a m e  o f  M in d , 1 8 3 0 -1 8 7 0  (N ew  H a v e n ,  
1957),  p . 381.
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S t .  J o h n 's  W ood s w h o  d id  the s a m e  k in d  o f  w o r k  but w h o  h a d  a  
l e s s  b in d in g  c o n t r a c t  o r  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  in  th e  H a y m a r k e t  w h o  
c o u ld  be  p u r c h a s e d  m u c h  m o r e  c h e a p ly .
It w a s  in e v i t a b l e ,  th e n ,  th a t  th e  w o m a n  w h o  e n t e r e d  in to  a 
l o v e l e s s  m a r r i a g e  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  m o n e y  c a m e  to  be i m a g e d  
an d  e v a lu a t e d  in  t e r m s  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .  W. R . G r e g  g i v e s  a  
s u c c i n c t  a c c o u n t  o f  the w a y s  in  w h ic h  tw o  a r e  a l ik e :
F o r  one w o m a n  w h o  . „ . , o f  d e l i b e r a t e  c h o i c e ,  s e l l s  
h e r s e l f  to  a l o v e r ,  t e n  s e l l  t h e m s e l v e s  to  a  h u sb a n d .
L e t  n o t  th e  w o r ld  c r y  s h a m e  u p o n  u s  fo r  t h i s  j u x t a ­
p o s i t i o n .  T he b a r t e r  i s  a s  n a k e d  and a s  c o ld  in  th e  on e  
c a s e  a s  in  th e  o th e r ;  th e  th in g  b a r t e r e d  i s  th e  s a m e ;  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  tw o  t r a n s a c t i o n s  l i e s  in  th e  
p r i c e  th a t  i s  p a id  d o w n . ^
G r e g  n e e d  n o t  h a v e  w o r r i e d  ab ou t th e  s l i n g s  and a r r o w s  o f  o u tr a g e d  
r e a d e r s ,  f o r  h e  w a s  f a r  f r o m  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  to  m a k e  th e  a n a lo g y .
It e x i s t s  b y  i m p l i c a t i o n  in  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f i c t i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p le  
in  T o m  J o n e s ; and in  A_ V in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  R ig h t s  o f  W o m e n , 
p u b l i s h e d  in  1792 , M a r y  W o l l s t o n e c r a f t  c o n d e m n s  the p r a c t i c e  
e x p l i c i t l y  w h e n  s h e  a d v o c a t e s  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n  f o r  w o m e n  w h ic h  
" m ig h t  s a v e  m a n y  f r o m  c o m m o n  and  l e g a l  p r o s t i t u t io n .  W o m e n  
w o u ld  n o t  th e n  m a r r y  fo r  a  s u p p o r t ,  a s  m e n  a c c e p t  p l a c e s  u n d e r
^ " P r o s t i t u t io n ,  " W e s t m i n s t e r  R e v i e w ,  LIII (J u ly  1850),  
4 5 8 - 4 5 9 .
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G o v e r n m e n t ,  and  n e g l e c t  th e  i m p l i e d  d u t i e s . "
N o r  w a s  G r e g  a lo n e  a m o n g  V i c t o r i a n s  in  a n a lo g iz in g  and  
e v a lu a t in g  th e  tw o .  T w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  G r e g ' s  e s s a y ,  F l o r e n c e  
N ig h t in g a le  a s k s ,  " T he w o m a n  w h o  h a s  s o ld  h e r s e l f  f o r  an  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  i n  w h a t  i s  s h e  s u p e r i o r  to  t h o s e  one  m a y  n o t  
n a m e ?  A nd in  1857 D r .  W i l l i a m  A c to n  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  d i g r e s s i n g  
f r o m  the s u b j e c t  o f  P r o s t i t u t i o n  w h e n  he tu r n s  h i s  F a u lk n e r i a n  
p r o s e  to  p a r e n t s  w h o
h a v e  d o n e  m u c h  e v i l ,  I f e a r ,  b y  th e  a t t e m p t  to  s e t  u p  the  
w o r s h i p  o f  s o c i e t y  in  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th a t  o f  M a m m o n .  
W h o le s a le  d e a l e r s  in  s o - c a l l e d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  but s c r e w i n g  
ou t  s c a n t  h a l f p e n n y  w o r t h s  o f  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e ,  t h e y  h a v e  
p a s s e d  a  m a r r i a g e  c o d e  in  th e  j o in t  n a m e s  o f  t h e s e  f a l s e  
d i v i n i t i e s ,  w h ic h  r e n d e r s  d a y  b y  d a y  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  th e  
u n io n  o f  y o u th  and lo v e  u n s a n c t i f i e d  b y  m o n e y  and p o s i t io n .  ^
H e n r y  M a y h e w  m a k e s  th e  s a m e  a c c u s a t i o n  but v e r y  p o in t e d ly  and  
in  v e r y  d i r e c t  p r o s e :
^M a r y  W o l l s  to n e  c r a f t , e d .  C a m i l l a  Jeb b  (C h ic a g o ,  1913), 
p. 112. One h u n d r e d  o n e  y e a r s  l a t e r  G e o r g e  G i s s in g  w a s  to  
l a b e l  th e  s a m e  a i m l e s s  and i l l - e q u i p p e d  f e m a l e s ,  w h o s e  o n ly  
c h o i c e  in  l i f e  w a s  " c o m m o n  o r  l e g a l  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  " th e  odd  
w o m e n  in  a  n o v e l  o f  w h ic h  th a t  d e s c r i p t i o n  w a s  th e  t i t l e .
^ " C a s s a n d r a ,  " q u o te d  in  J o h n  B u tt  and K a th le e n  T i l l o t s o n ,  
" D ic k e n s  a t  W o rk  on  D o m b e y  and S o n , " E fcS , IV  (1951), 8 4 .
^Ed. P e te r  F r y e r  (London, 1968), p. 74.
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T h e o f f e n s i v e n e s s  o f  th e  a c t  o f  u n c h a s t i t y  to  th e  m o r a l  
t a s t e  o r  s e n s e  c o n s t i t u t e s  the  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ;  
and i t  i s  t h i s  m o r a l  o f f e n s i v e n e s s  w h ic h  o f te n  m a k e s  th e  
l i c e n s e d  i n t e r c o u r s e  o f  the  s e x e s ,  a s  in  th e  m a r r i a g e  o f  
a  y o u n g  g i r l  to  an  o ld  m a n ,  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  h i s  m o n e y ,  
a s  m u c h  an  a c t  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n  a s  e v e n  th e  g r o s s e s t  
l i b e r t i n i s m .  ^
In T h e F a l l e n  L e a v e s  (1886), b y  W ilk ie  C o l l i n s ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s
o v e r h e a r d  to  s a y  r e g a r d i n g  j u s t  s u c h  a  m a r r i a g e  a s  th a t  d e s c r i b e d
b y  M a y h e w ,  " T h e r e  i s  m a n y  a p o o r  f r i e n d l e s s  c r e a t u r e ,  d r iv e n
b y  h u n g e r  to  th e  s t r e e t s ,  w h o  h a s  a  b e t t e r  c l a i m  to  ou r  s y m p a t h y
7
th a n  th a t  s h a m e l e s s  g i r l ,  s e l l i n g  h e r s e l f  in  the  h o u s e  o f  G o d !"
T h e a n a lo g y  w a s  s o  u n i v e r s a l l y  a c k n o w le d g e d  and a c c e p t e d  as  
j u s t  th a t  b y  1862 i t  m a d e  i t s  w a y  in to  the  E n g l i s h  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  
and w a s  u s e d  a s  a p o in t  o f  d e f e n s e  in  th e  t r i a l  o f  W i l l i a m  F r e d e r i c k  
"M ad" W in d h a m , a c c u s e d  o f  lu n a c y  b y  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  b e c a u s e  h e  
m a r r i e d  a n o t o r io u s  w h o r e  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e  A g n e s  W il lo u g h b y  
( s e e  a b o v e ,  p. 63  and n. ). In a c a s e  a r g u e d  b e f o r e  th e  M a s t e r  
o f  L u n a c y ,  the s a m e  S a m u e l  W a r r e n  w h o  a u th o r e d  " p s y c h ia t r i c  
c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  " M r .  M o n ta g u e  C h a m b e r s '  d e f e n s e  o f  W in d h a m 's  
c h o i c e  o f  a b r id e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  T h e  T i m e s , w a s  b a s e d  on  the
6 T h o s e  T h a t  W il l  N o t  W o rk , in  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  and th e  L o n d o n  
P o o r , (N e w  Y o r k ,  1968),  IV , 36 .
^ F ir s t  S e r ie s  (London, 1886), p. 315.
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f o l l o w i n g  a n a lo g y  c o n c e r n i n g  M i s s  W il lou gh b y:
T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a t i t t l e  o f  e v i d e n c e  th a t  s h e  w a s  a c o m m o n  
p r o s t i t u t e .  A nd a s  to  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  h e r  b e h a v io u r  in  
m a r r y i n g  M r .  W ind ham : A  b e a u t i fu l  g i r l  g i v e s  h e r s e l f  
to  an  o ld  e a r l  or  an  o ld  m a r q u i s  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  p o s i t i o n .
W hy i s  th a t  w h ic h  i s  h o n o u r a b le ,  pure and r ig h t  in  L a d y  
M a r y  or  L a d y  S u s a n  to  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as a b o m in a b le ,  
m e r c e n a r y  b a s e n e s s  in  A g n e s  W il lo u g h b y ? ®
It to o k  the j u r y  o n ly  t h i r t y  m in u t e s  to d e c id e  in  W in d h a m 's  f a v o r .
It i s  o b v io u s ,  th e n ,  th a t  th e  a n a lo g y  b e t w e e n  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  
and  the  w o m a n  w h o  m a r r i e d  fo r  m o n e y  o r  p o s i t i o n  w a s  u n i v e r s a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d .  In d e e d ,  a good  c a s e  m ig h t  b e  m a d e  to  s u p p o r t  th e  
c o n t e n t io n  th a t  T he V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n  (1869) w a s  a c o m m e r c i a l  
f a i l u r e  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  T r o l lo p e  ig n o r e d  the  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
h is  h e r o i n e ' s  s u c c e s s i v e l y  r e j e c t i n g  the p r o p o s a l  of th e  p o o r  m a n  
w h o m  s h e  l o v e s ,  a c c e p t i n g  th a t  o f  th e  r i c h  m a n  w h o m  s h e  d o e s  
n o t  l o v e ,  and th e n  b r e a k in g  h e r  e n g a g e m e n t  w h e n  the p o o r  m a n  
c o m e s  in to  an  i n h e r i t a n c e - - e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  the s e c o n d a r y  p lo t  
c o n c e r n s  th e  r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  a c o m m o n  p r o s t i t u t e  ( s e e  b e lo w ,  
c h a p t e r  VII). A t  a n y  r a t e ,  j u s t  a s  V ic t o r ia n  a u th o r s  s u g g e s t e d  
th e  c o m m e r c i a l i s m  of  m id d le  c l a s s  m e n  b y  im a g in g  i t  a s  p r o s t i t u t io n  
o r  a s  l e a d in g  to  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  t h e y  a p p l ie d  th e  s a m e  im a g e  to
®T h e T i m e s  q u o ted  in  C y r i l  P e a r l ,  T h e G ir l  W ith  the  
S w a n s d o w n  S e a t  ( I n d ia n a p o l is ,  1955),  p . 119.
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w o m e n  w h o  m a r r i e d  fo r  m o n e y .  In th is  c h a p t e r  t h r e e  s u c h  
w o m e n  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  One o f  t h e m ,  B e c k y  S h a r p ,  
r i g h t f u l l y  b e lo n g s  a m o n g  th e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  in  V a n ity  F a i r  
(1848) h e r  s o c i a l  c l im b in g  v ia  th e  m a r r i a g e  b ed  e s t a b l i s h e s  h e r  
a m o n g  the m id d le  c l a s s e s .  H e r  u n c e a s i n g  e n e r g y  k e e p s  h e r  
t r y in g  to  g e t  e v e r  h ig h e r  w ith in  th is  c l a s s  and e v e n  to  g e t  in to  
th e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s .  E d ith  D o m b e y  r e s t r i c t s  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  to  the  
m id d le  c l a s s e s ,  t h o s e  in  w h ic h  the  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  m e r c e n a r y  
m a r r i a g e s  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  the m o s t  w i d e s p r e a d .  T he t h ir d  
w o m a n  lo o k e d  at i s  L a d y  G le n c o r a  M 'C lu s k ie  P l a n t a g e n e t  w h o  s e r v e s  
a s  a r e m i n d e r  o f  s o m e t h in g  p o in te d  ou t  b y  W in d h a m 's  l a w y e r ,  
th a t  m a r r i a g e s  o f  c o n v e n ie n c e  o c c u r r e d  e v e n  a m o n g  th e  h i g h e s t  
c l a s s e s  in  th e  la n d .
D i s c o n c e r t i n g  to  a  n u m b e r  o f  c r i t i c s  i s  T h a c k e r a y ' s  r e f u s a l  
to  t r e a t  e x p l i c i t l y  th e  s e x u a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  th a t  a r e  fou nd  in  V a n ity  
F a i r . H. N . F a i r c h i l d  u s e s  T h a c k e r a y  to  e x a m p l i f y  h is  c o n t e n t io n  
r e g a r d i n g  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m ' s  e f f e c t  on  the c o n te n t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
d u r in g  th e  V ic t o r i a n  a g e :  " n o v e l i s t s  w ho  t h e m s e l v e s  w o u ld  h a v e
b e e n  g la d  to  d e a l  h o n e s t l y  w ith  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  fou n d  i t  e x p e d ie n t  
to  t r u c k le  to  th a t  p r u d e r y  w h ic h  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m  had  m a d e  a p a r t
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o f  th e  V ic t o r i a n  c o d e .  M a r io  P r a x  o b j e c t s  to th e  s a m e  e x ­
p e d i e n c e ,  w h ic h  h e  c a l l s  " p a r a ly z e d  r e a l i s m ,  " b e c a u s e  i t  e m a s c u ­
l a t e s  the k e y  s c e n e  o f  V a n ity  F a i r : " C o n s id e r  h o w  th e  w h o le
p lo t  h i n g e s ,  a t  on e  m o m e n t ,  u p on  th e  f a c t  th a t  B e c k y  S h a r p  i s  
L o r d  S t e y n e ' s  m i s t r e s s .  B ut i s  s h e  r e a l l y ? " ^  A b e t t e r  q u e s t i o n  
th a n  P r a z ' s  m i g h t  b e ,  bu t d o e s  i t  r e a l l y ?  W hat r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
d o e s  i t  m a k e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  B e c k y  has b e e n  in  b e d  w i th  L o r d  
S te y n e ?  R a w d o n  a c t s  o n  th e  a s s u m p t i o n  th a t  s h e  h a s ,  and the  
r e a d e r  s h o u ld  n o t  n e e d  the  c l i n i c a l  s e x  o f  a G r a c e  M e t a l io u s  to  
s e e  th a t  B e c k y  i s  an  E v a n g e l i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  p r o s t i t u t e .
T h e  s a m e  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m  to  w h ic h  T h a c k e r a y  " tr u c k le d "
(and r e s e n t e d )  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a t ib l e  w ith  h is  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d s  
c h a r a c t e r  and e s p e c i a l l y  s o  in  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  B e c k y .  N o t  th a t  
h is  r e l i g i o u s  p r e t e n s i o n s  d ic t a t e  h i s  a t t i tu d e ,  but h e  d o e s  p r e s e n t  
c h a r a c t e r  e x t e r n a l l y  and a l l o w s  th e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  a c t io n s  to  s u g g e s t  
h is  n a tu r e  o r  in t e r n a l ,  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  in  th e  s a m e  w a y  th a t  
E v a n g e l i c a l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  n a tu r e  b a s e d  o n  h e r  
a c t i o n s .  F o r  T h a c k e r a y ,  th e  e x t e r n a l  e i t h e r  r e v e a l s  th e  i n t e r n a l - -
^1 8 3 0 -1 8 8 0 , C h r i s t i a n i t y  and R o m a n t i c i s m  in  th e  V ic t o r ia n  
E r a , in  R e l i g i o u s  T r e n d s  in  E n g l i s h  P o e t r y  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1957),
IV , 21. _
^ T h e  H e r o  in  E c l i p s e  in  V ic t o r i a n  F i c t i o n , t r a n s .  A n gu s  
D a v id s o n  (L o n d o n ,  1956 ) ,  p . 2 0 4 .
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m o n i s m - - o r  i s  h y p o c r i s y .  B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  i r o n i s t ’s v i e w  o f
l i f e ,  m o s t  a c t i v i t y  i s  h y p o c r i t i c  w h e n  g o o d  and r e v e l a t o r y  o f  a
n a tu r e  w h e n  b a d .  T h u s ,  a l th o u g h  T h a c k e r a y  n e v e r  r e v e a l s
s e x u a l  s e c r e t s  ab ou t B e c k y  and L o r d  S t e y n e ,  h e  d o e s  r e v e a l ,
th r o u g h  B e c k y ' s  a c t i o n s ,  th e  s e l f i s h  n a tu r e  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l l y
c o n c e i v e d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  n o t  j u s t  a t  P r a z ' s  "one m o m e n t ,  " but
th r o u g h o u t  V a n ity  F a i r .
One w a y  in  w h ic h  T h a c k e r a y  e m p l o y s  a " l e s s  d i r e c t  m e a n s
o f  c o m m u n ic a t in g  th e  s e x u a l  c o m p o n e n t " ^  o f  B e c k y ’s c a r e e r
i s  s i m p l y  b y  m a k in g  u n s p e c i f i e d  s e x u a l i t y  a n  o m n i p r e s e n t  e l e m e n t
o f  V a n ity  F a i r .  I l l i c i t  a f f a i r s  a r e  s e e m i n g l y  q u ite  n o r m a l  a m o n g
th e  s e l f i s h  r e s i d e n t s  but a r e  k e p t  r e a s o n a b l y  q u ie t .  R a w d o n  h a s
12a c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e x u a l  h i s t o r y  b e f o r e  he m a r r i e s  B e c k y ,  and  
s u c h  h i s t o r i e s  a r e  a p p a r e n t ly  th e  r u le  a m o n g  y o u n g  m e n :
T h e  t i m e s  a r e  s u c h  th a t  one  s c a r c e l y  d a r e s  to  a l lu d e  to  
th a t  k in d  o f  c o m p a n y  w h ic h  th o u s a n d s  o f  o u r  y o u n g  m e n  
i n  V a n ity  F a i r  a r e  f r e q u e n t in g  e v e r y  d a y ,  w h ic h  n ig h t ly  
f i l l s  c a s i n o s  and d a n c in g  r o o m s ,  w h ic h  i s  k n o w n  to  e x i s t
■^Steven M a r c u s ,  T h e  O th er  V i c t o r i a n s : A  S tu d y  o f  S e x u a l i t y  
and P o r n o g r a p h y  in  M id - n in e  t e e  n th  C e n tu r y  E n g la n d  (L o n d o n , 19 6 6 ) ,  
p. 109.
12 W il l ia m  M a k e p e a c e  T h a c k e r a y ,  V a n ity  F a i r : A  N o v e l  
w ith o u t  a  H e r o  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1962),  p . 218.
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a s  w e l l  a s  th e  R in g  in  H yde P a r k  o r  th e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
a t  S t.  J a m e s ' s - - b u t  w h ic h  th e  m o s t  s q u e a m i s h  i f  n o t  
th e  m o s t  m o r a l  o f  s o c i e t i e s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  to  i g n o r e .  
(579 )
T he l i a i s o n  o f  S ir  P i t t  w ith  h i s  h o u s e k e e p e r  a t t e s t s  to  th is  
s e x u a l i t y  a s  d o e s  th e  n a r r a t o r ' s  s e e m i n g l y  c a s u a l  a s s u m p t i o n  
th a t  m o s t  o f  th e  m e n  o f  V a n ity  F a i r  k e e p  m i s t r e s s e s  (6 5 3 ) .
T he f u l l e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th i s  s e x u a l i t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e t a i l s  the  
e x c e s s e s  o f  L o r d  S te y n e  an d , w e  m i g h t  a s s u m e ,  fo r  a p u r p o s e .
T he M a r q u is  h a s  in t r o d u c e d  to  h is  w i f e  a  g r e a t  b e v y  of " fr ig h t fu l"  
w o m e n ,  e a c h  o f  w h o m  h a s  b e e n  the  m o m e n t ' s  "r e i g n in g  f a v o u r i t e " 
(5 5 4 ) .  He e v e n  h a s  s o m e  " fa m o u s  p e t i t s  a p p a r t e m e n t s 11 (552)  
r i c h l y  f u r n i s h e d  i n  s a t i n  and v e l v e t  and  s ta f f e d  at g r e a t  e x p e n s e ,  
i t  is  i m p l i e d ,  w ith  in f a m o u s  w o m e n  ( 5 5 2 - 5 5 3 ) .  A l l  V a n ity  F a i r  
k n o w s  b u t  w i l l  n o t  t a lk  o f  h i s  i m m o r a l i t y  (560 ) .  T h u s ,  T h a c k e r a y ' s  
n o v e l  d o e s  h a v e  a  s e x u a l  c o n t e x t .
Into  th is  s e x u a l l y  c h a r g e d  w o r ld  c o m e s  B e c k y  w h o ,  l ik e  
th e  w h o r e  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  v a lu e s  o n ly  h e r s e l f ,  h e r  m o n e y ,  
and h e r  p o s i t io n .  T h a t  s h e  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  i m p l i e d  v e r y  e a r l y  
in  the n o v e l .  She i s  s a i d  to  h a v e  had  an  a f f a ir  w ith  a  M r .  C r i s p  
and to  h a v e  th u s  g a in e d  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  w o r ld  (27) .  T h is  
" p ic tu r e  o f  y o u th ,  u n p r o t e c t e d  in n o c e n c e ,  and h u m b le  v i r g i n  
s i m p l i c i t y "  (35 )  i s  n o  m o r e  th a n  j u s t  a p i c t u r e ,  f o r  s h e  h a s  a
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p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s e x  
and  m o n e y  and a n  e q u a l ly  c l e a r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of h e r  o w n  a p p e a l .  
A fte r  s h e  c o n f i r m s  h e r  s u s p i c i o n s  th a t  J o s .  S e d l e y  i s  b o th  w e a l t h y  
and  a b a c h e l o r  ( 2 8 - 2 9 ) ,  B e c k y  d e t e r m i n e s  to  m a r r y  h i m ,  to  s e l l  
h e r s e l f  to  h i m  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  h is  m o n e y .  L ik e  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,
B e c k y  i s  u n c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s i n ,  f o r  s h e  i s  m e r e l y  t r y in g  to  m a k e  
h e r  w a y  in  th e  w o r ld  (40).
W h en  h e r  a t t e m p t s  to  e n s n a r e  J o s .  f a i l ,  B e c k y  m o v e s  on  
to  Q u e e n 's  C r a w le y  and a g a in  m a n i f e s t s  a w i l l i n g n e s s  to  m a r k e t  
h e r s e l f .  S he  c r i e s  w h e n  S ir  P i t t  p r o p o s e s ,  n o t  f o r  j o y ,  but  
b e c a u s e  s e l l i n g  h e r s e l f  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  l e s s  th a n  th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  
p r i c e  p r e v e n t s  h e r  f r o m  " b e c o m in g  a  b a r o n e t ' s  w i f e "  (178). She  
m a r r i e s  R a w d o n  n ot  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  m o n e y  and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  b e c a u s e  
s h e  i s  in  l o v e ,  bu t b e c a u s e  h e  i s  M i s s  C r a w l e y ' s  p r o p o s e d  h e i r  
and  b e c a u s e  M i s s  C r a w l e y  t e l l s  B e c k y  th a t  s h e  w o u ld  l ik e  to  s e e  
h e r  n e p h e w  e l o p e  w i t h  a p o o r  g i r l  (125). B e c k y ' s  m i s t a k e ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  i s  ta k in g  a t  f a c e  v a lu e  w h a t  s o m e o n e  t e l l s  h e r  in  V a n ity  
F a i r .
A f t e r  R a w d o n  i s  d i s i n h e r i t e d ,  B e c k y  s e t s  o u t  to  m a k e  s o m e ­
th in g  o f  h e r  h u sb a n d  and , m o r e  im p o r ta n t ,  to  m a k e  s o m e t h i n g  
f o r  h e r s e l f .  To a d v a n c e  R a w d o n ,  o r  s o  s h e  s a y s ,  B e c k y  
s u c c e s s i v e l y  f l a t t e r s  and c a p t u r e s  th e  a t t e n t io n s  o f  G e o r g e
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O s b o u r n e ,  G e n e r a l  T u fto ,  S ir  P i t t  (the y o u n g e r ) ,  and L o r d  S te y n e .  
T h e e x t e n t  to  w h ic h  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  s e x u a l  i s  n e v e r  s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  s t a t e d ,  but B e c k y  i s  no  l e s s  a p r o s t i t u t e  i f  s h e  m a n a g e s  
to  r e t a i n  m e r e  p h y s i c a l  c h a s t i t y .  If i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  s h e  s l e e p s  w ith  h e r  a d m i r e r s ,  i t  i s  u n d e n ia b le  th a t  sh e  " s e l l s "  
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  to  t h e m .  She f l a t t e r s ,  s h e  c a j o l e s ,  s h e  c o n v i n c e s  
e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  a d m i r e r  th a t  he  i s  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  m a n  in  the  
w o r ld .  A nd th a t  w h ic h  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  c l a s s e s  h e r  a s  a p r o s t i t u t e  
i s  the  f a c t  th a t  in  e a c h  c a s e  s h e  i s  r e w a r d e d  f o r  h e r  l a b o r s  e i t h e r  
w ith  m o n e y  o r  w ith  e x p e n s i v e  g i f t s .  S he  c a j o l e s  G e o r g e  w h i le  
R a w d o n  t a k e s  th e  f o o l i s h  m a n ' s  m o n e y  a t  c a r d s  (3 3 4 ) ,  m o n e y  
u s e d  e v e n t u a l l y  to  s u p p o r t  th e  p e n n i l e s s  C r a w l e y s .  But B e c k y  
r e c e i v e s  f r o m  G e o r g e  p r iv a t e  p r e s e n t s  a l s o ,  p r e s e n t s  s h e  d o e s  
n o t  f e e l  c a l l e d  u p on  to  d o n a te  to  th e  c o m m o n  fund (347) .  T o w a r d  
G e o r g e ,  th e n ,  B e c k y  a c t s  a s  b o th  p r o c u r e s s  and c o u r t e s a n  (4 3 0 ) .
T h e  a t t e n t io n  l a v i s h e d  on  G e n e r a l  T u fto  a s s u r e s  R a w d o n  
o f  h i s  l e a d e r ' s  f a v o r ,  and B e c k y ' s  h u sb a n d  i s  s o o n  s e e n  r id in g  
"by h is  G e n e r a l ' s  s i d e "  (3 4 6 ) ,  to  m e e t  N a p o le o n .  T h e G e n e r a l ' s  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  in  a n o th e r  w a y ,  fo r  B e c k y ' s  " s la v e  
and w o r s h i p p e r ,  h a d  m a d e  h e r  m a n y  p r e s e n t s ,  in  the s h a p e  o f  
c a s h m e r e  s h a w l s  b o u g h t  a t  th e  a u c t io n  o f  a b a n k r u p t  F r e n c h  
g e n e r a l ' s  la d y ,  and n u m e r o u s  t r ib u t e s  f r o m  th e  j e w e l l e r s '  s h o p s ,
185
a l l  o f  w h i c h  b e t o k e n e d  h e r  a d m i r e r ' s  t a s t e  and w e a lth "  ( 3 4 6 - 3 4 7 ) .  
C e r t a i n l y  th is  i s  p r o s t i t u t io n .
B e c k y  e a r n s  th e  f a v o r  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  b y  b e c o m i n g  
a k in d  o f  E n g l i s h  g e i s h a ,  i f  n ot  an  a c tu a l  p r o s t i t u t e  c e r t a i n l y  a  
c o u r t e s a n  ty p e .  T he n a r r a t o r  p r o v i d e s  th e  f o l lo w in g  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of  th e  t r e a t m e n t  a c c o r d e d  S ir  P i t t  b y  B e c k y :
T h e n  w h e n  he had d ru n k  up the b o t t le  o f  p e t i t  v in  
b la n c ,  s h e  g a v e  h im  h e r  h an d , and to o k  h im  up  to  the  
d r a w i n g - r o o m ,  and m a d e  h im  sn u g  o n  th e  s o f a  b y  the  
f i r e  . . . .
W e l l ,  R e b e c c a  l i s t e n e d  to  P i t t ,  s h e  ta lk e d  to  h im ,  
s h e  s a n g  to  h i m ,  s h e  c o a x e d  h im ,  and c u d d le d  h i m  s o  
th a t  he  fou n d  h i m s e l f  m o r e  and m o r e  g la d  e v e r y  d a y  to  
g e t  b a c k  f r o m  th e  l a w y e r ' s  at G r a y 's  Inn, to  th e  b la z i n g  
f i r e  in  C u r z o n  S t r e e t  . . . and s o  th a t  w h e n  he w e n t  
a w a y  he f e l t  q u ite  a p a n g  at d e p a r t in g .  (523)
C o m p a r e  T h a c k e r a y ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  w ith  th e  f o l l o w in g  e x p la n a t io n  
p r o v id e d  b y  H a v e lo c k  E l l i s :
It i s  a m i s t a k e  to  s u p p o s e  th a t  the a t t r a c t i o n  o f  p r o s t i ­
tu t io n  i s  in e v i t a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  the f u l f i l m e n t  [ s i c ] 
o f  th e  s e x u a l  a c t .  So  fa r  i s  th is  f r o m  b e in g  th e  c a s e  th a t  
th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  p r o s t i t u t e  m a y  be a w o m a n  w h o ,  p o s s e s s ­
in g  f e w  s e x u a l  n e e d s  o f  h e r  o w n , d e s i r e s  to  p l e a s e  b y  th e  
c h a r m  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  . . .  a  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  
. . . s e e k  an  a g r e e a b l e  p e r s o n  w it h  w h o m  t h e y  m a y  f in d  
r e l a x a t i o n  f r o m  th e  d a i ly  s t r e s s  o r  r o u t in e  o f  l i f e .  ^
^ S e x  in  R e la t io n  to S o c i e t y , in  S tu d ie s  in  th e  P s y c h o l o g y  
o f  S e x  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia ,  1925 ) ,  VI, 3 04 .
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E l l i s  p l a c e s  th e  q u i n t e s s e n c e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  p r e c i s e l y  o n  th e  
l e v e l  on  w h ic h  B e c k y  i s  m o s t  c l e a r l y  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  th e  s p ir i tu a l„
T h e  p u b l ic  r e w a r d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  to  P i t t  i s  the  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  C a p ta in  and M r s .  C r a w l e y  to  th e  k in g .  T h is  
a s s u r e s  t h e m  a p la c e  a m o n g  "the V e r y  B e s t  o f  C o m p a n y "  (561). 
A g a in  B e c k y  h a s  h e r  p r iv a t e  r e w a r d s .  P r e s e n t a t i o n  to "that  
M a g n i f i c e n t  Id ea"  (5 6 7 )  g u a r a n t e e s  B e c k y  s o m e t h i n g  s h e  v a l u e s  
g r e a t l y :  "If s h e  d id  n o t  w i s h  to l e a d  a  v ir t u o u s  l i f e ,  at l e a s t
s h e  d e s i r e d  to  e n j o y  a c h a r a c t e r  f o r  v i r t u e "  (561). T h is  
" c h a r a c t e r  fo r  v ir tu e "  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  n ot  b a s e d  o n  m o r a l s ,  f o r  a s  
s h e  i s  b e in g  p r e s e n t e d  to  the  k in g ,  h e r  a t t e n t io n s  to "the A u g u s t  
P r e s e n c e "  (567) g iv e  r i s e  to  th e  c o n j e c t u r e  th a t  "the l i t t l e  w o m a n  
th o u g h t  s h e  m i g h t  p la y  th e  p a r t  o f  a  M a in te n o n  or  a P o m p a d o u r "  
(5 6 8 ) .  A n o th e r  o f  th e  " m o r e  p o s i t i v e  b e n e f i t s "  (561) o f  S ir  P i t t ' s  
p a t r o n a g e  i s  the  d ia m o n d s  he s e c r e t l y  p r e s e n t s  to  h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  
(5 6 6 ) ,  r e f e r r e d  to  b y  D o r o th y  V an G h en t a s  "the p e a r l s  o f  an  
a d u l t e r e s s .
B e c k y ' s  n e x t  a f f a i r ,  th a t  w i t h  L o r d  S t e y n e ,  i s  o n ly  q u a n t i ta ­
t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  th a t  c o m e  b e f o r e  i t .  T he p u b l ic  r e w a r d  
f o r  th e  g r e a t  m a n ' s  f a v o r  i s  th e  c o n c e r n  l a v i s h e d  u p o n  B e c k y ' s
^ T h e  E n g l i s h  N o v e l : F o r m  and F u n c t io n  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1953 ) ,  
p. 3 8 9 .
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f a m i l y .  S t e y n e  a r r a n g e s  a p la c e  f o r  R a w d y  in  the p u b l ic  s c h o o l  
o f  W h i t e f r i a r s ,  and th r o u g h  h i s  in f lu e n c e  C a p ta in  C r a w le y  i s  
a p p o in te d  g o v e r n o r  o f  C o v e n t r y  I s la n d .  B e c k y ' s  p r iv a t e  r e w a r d s  
f r o m  th e  g r e a t  m a n  a r e  s e v e r a l .  (L o r d  S te y n e  q u ite  o b v io u s ly  
h a s  in  m in d  a  p r iv a t e  r e w a r d  o f  h i s  ow n  in  d i s p o s i n g  o f  b o th  
f a t h e r  and s o n .  ) L o r d  S te y n e  g i v e s  B e c k y  a  g r e a t  m a n y  e x p e n s i v e  
j e w e l s  (5 6 7 ) ,  i n s u r e s  h e r  a p la c e  in  th e  s o c i e t y  to  w h ic h  s h e  
a s p i r e s ,  and g i v e s  h e r  a c h e c k  fo r  o v e r  a th o u sa n d  p ou n d s  (619).
W h e th e r  L o r d  S te y n e  e v e r  f e e l s  h is  g e n e r o s i t y  to b e  a d e ­
q u a t e ly  r e p a id  i s  n e v e r  s t a t e d ,  and t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  P r a z ' s  
o b j e c t io n .  B ut d o e s  on e  n e e d  to  k n o w  in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  a  m o r a l  
e v a l u a t i o n  of M r s .  C r a w le y ?  H as  T h a c k e r a y  not c l e a r l y  p r e s e n t e d  
a  w o m a n  w ith  a l l  th e  v a lu e s  o f  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  the n a tu r e  o f  a w h o r e ?  
A t th e  m o m e n t  o f  c r i s i s  w h e n  L o r d  S te y n e  th in k s  h e  h a s  b e e n  
th e  dupe o f  a  p lo t  l a i d  b y  B e c k y  and R a w d o n ,  he  s a y s  in  r e p l y  to  
B e c k y ' s  c r y  th a t  s h e  i s  in n o c e n t ,  "Y ou  in n o c e n t !  D a m n  y o u .  . . . 
Y o u  in n o c e n t !  W hy e v e r y  t r in k e t  y o u  h a v e  o n  y o u r  b o d y  i s  p a id  
f o r  b y  m e .  I h a v e  g iv e n  y o u  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p o u n d s ,  w h ic h  th is  
f e l l o w  h a s  s p e n t  and f o r  w h ic h  he h a s  s o ld  you "  ( 6 3 2 - 6 3 3 ) .  If 
th e  in n o c e n c e  B e c k y  i s  s o  v o c a l  in  d e fe n d in g  a c t u a l ly  e x i s t s ,  i t  
i s  no m o r e  th a n  p h y s i c a l  c h a s t i t y ,  and w h e n  one  c o n s i d e r s  the  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  e v e n  p h y s i c a l  c h a s t i t y  c a n n o t  be
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a t t r ib u te d  to  h e r .
L a t e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  B e c k y  d e p ic t  h e r  l i v i n g  a s  a  p r o s t i t u t e  
on  th e  c o n t in e n t .  W h ile  th e  n a r r a t o r  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  c a l l s  h is  
o n e - t i m e  h e r o i n e  (3 4 7 )  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  the  s a m e  s e x u a l i t y  th a t  
d o m in a t e s  E n g la n d  c l e a r l y  d o m in a t e s  B e c k y ’s s o j o u r n  in  E u r o p e .  
T h e o f t e n  q u o te d  p a s s a g e  f r o m  C h a p te r  L X IV , d e s c r i b i n g  a  
" m o n s t e r ’s h id e o u s  ta i l"  h id d e n  b e n e a th  th e  w a t e r ,  r e f e r s  to  
B e c k y  a s  a " S ir e n "  (7 5 9 ) ,  and h e r  s h o r t - l i v e d  " b o a r d in g  h o u s e  
e x i s t e n c e "  (7 6 7 ) p r e s e n t s  h e r  e n d l e s s l y  e n t e r t a i n i n g  " sh a b b y  
d a n d ie s  and f l y - b l o w n  b e a u t i e s "  (7 6 7 ) .  T h e  m o s t  t e l l i n g  r e v e ­
l a t i o n  o f  B e c k y ' s  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  h e r  h a b i tu a l  a p p e a r a n c e  
a t  the g a m in g  t a b le s  a t  B a d e n - B a d e n ,  th e  t a b l e s  f a m o u s  f o r  th e  
c o u r t e s a n s  th a t  c o n g r e g a t e d  t h e r e .
T h r o u g h o u t  th e  e n t i r e  n o v e l ,  th e n ,  B e c k y  S h a r p  i s  p r e s e n t e d
a s  a ty p e  o f  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h is  e x p l a i n s  W ayn e B u r n s '  c o n t e n t io n
th a t  " T h a c k e r a y  c o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  . . . d e v e l o p e d  h e r  a s  h e  d id ,
i f  h e  h a d  n o t ,  t o w a r d s  th e  end  o f  th e  n o v e l ,  r e d u c e d  h e r  to  a  
15t a w d r y  w h o r e .  " W h e th e r  s e e k i n g  to  a r r a n g e  fo r  h e r s e l f  an  
a d v a n ta g e o u s  m a r r i a g e  o r  e a r n i n g  e x p e n s i v e  r e w a r d s  f o r  the  
c o m f o r t  s h e  g i v e s  to  m e n  o r  m e r e l y  s e l l i n g  h e r s e l f  to  an yon e
^ C h a r le s  R e a d e : A  S tu d y  in  V ic t o r i a n  A u t h o r s h ip  (N ew  
Y o r k ,  1961), p .  2 6 7 .
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w i l l i n g  to  p a y  h e r  p r i c e ,  B e c k y  i s  a  r e m a r k a b l y  c o n s i s t e n t  
c h a r a c t e r - - c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p r o s t i t u t e .  A nd  T h a c k e r a y  r e c o g n i z e s  
t h i s .  W h en  B e c k y  s in k s  to  h e r  B o h e m ia n  p e r i o d ,  w h e n  s h e  i s  a 
p r o s t i t u t e  u n d i s g u i s e d ,  i t  i s  s a id  o f  h e r ,  "She w a s  n o t  w o r s e  
th a n  s h e  had  b e e n  in  th e  d a y s  o f  h e r  p r o s p e r i t y - - o n l y  a  l i t t l e  
d o w n  on h e r  lu c k "  (7 8 2 ) .  W hen  s h e  lo o k s  b a c k  to h e r  f o r m e r  
t r i u m p h s ,  s h e  r e m e m b e r s  s i m p l y  d a y s  "w hen  s h e  w a s  n o t  
in n o c e n t ,  b u t  n o t  foun d  out" (7 7 2 ) .  A  c h a n c e  r e m a r k  b y  th e  
n a r r a t o r  m a y  w e l l  s u m  up the  w o r ld  o f  V a n ity  F a i r , and i t  c e r ­
t a i n l y  s u m s  u p  th e  b io g r a p h y  o f  B e c k y  S h a rp :  "M u ta to  n o m i n e ,
i t  i s  a l l  th e  s a m e "  (716). B e c k y  i s  no l e s s  a p r o s t i t u t e  w h e n  sh e  
f i r s t  m e e t s  J o s .  S e d le y  th a n  s h e  i s  w h e n  sh e  t r a v e l s  a ro u n d  
E u r o p e  w ith  h i m  u n t i l  h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  f a t a l  i l l n e s s .
, In s p i t e  o f  th e  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  B e c k y
S h a r p  h a s  e l i c i t e d  in  r e a d e r s ,  a r e s p o n s e  b r o u g h t  a b ou t p r o b a b ly
1 £)w it h  the " u n c o n s c io u s  a s s e n t "  o f  T h a c k e r a y ,  s h e  i s  a p r o s t i t u t e
and i s  to  b e  e v a l u a t e d  a s  s u c h .  T h a c k e r a y  no d oubt r e s e n t e d  
th e  in f r i n g e m e n t  u p o n  h is  c r e a t i v e  a u to n o m y  m a d e  b y  E v a n g e l i c a l  
m o r a l i t y ,  b u t  h e  e m p lo y e d  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n c e p t ,  
o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the i n t e r n a l  b y  th e  e x t e r n a l ,  to  s u g g e s t  th e
^ V .  S .  P r i t c h e t t ,  A f t e r w o r d  to  V a n ity  F a i r  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1962),
p . 8 2 6 .
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s e x u a l i t y  o f  h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  m o n i s t i c  p r o s t i t u t e .
T h e  s a m e  e x t e r n a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  w a s  u n a v a i la b le  to  D ic k e n s
b y  v ir tu e  o f  h i s  h u m a n i t a r ia n  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  B u t h i s
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e s  o f  c o n v e n ie n c e  d id  n o t  d i f f e r  f r o m
T h a c k e r a y ' s .  T h u s ,  h e  e m p l o y e d  c o m p a r i s o n  a s  a m e a n s  to
s u g g e s t  the  n a tu r e  o f  E d ith  D o m b e y ' s  m a r r i a g e ,  th e  p r o f e s s i o n
o f  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  but h i s  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  and h is  ow n  o p in io n
o f  the s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  in d iv id u a l  p r o s t i t u t e s  l e d  h i m  to  r e d e e m
th e  s in n e r  a s  h e  c o n d e m n e d  the  s in .
In th e  w o r ld  o f  D o m b e y i s m ,  E d g a r  J o h n s o n  t e l l s  u s ,  e v i l s
" c r e e p  f r o m  h ig h  to  lo w  l ik e  th e  g r e e d - e n g e n d e r e d  c h o l e r a  c o i l i n g
17f r o m  th e  s l u m s  in to  l o r d l y  h o m e s ,  " fo r  s o c i e t y  i s  but "a s in g le
18in t e r l in k e d  s y s t e m ,  " One m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  " g r e e d - e n g e n d e r e d  
c h o le r a "  i s  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  and b y  l in k in g  c l a s s  l e v e l s  D ic k e n s  c a n  
s h o w  th a t  th e  " g r e a t  s o c i a l  e v i l "  r u n n in g  i t s  r a m p a n t  c o u r s e  
a m o n g  E n g la n d 's  s l u m s  i s  r e p e a t e d  on  s o c i e t y ' s  h ig h e r  l e v e l s .  
P r o s t i t u t i o n  c o n t a m in a t e s  D o m b e y ' s  c l a s s  l e v e l  in  th e  f o r m  o f  a  
m a r i a g e  de c o n v e n a n c e . W h e r e a s  a d e h u m a n iz in g  D o m b e y  s e e k s
*17
C h a r le s  D ic k e n s :  H is  T r a g e d y  and T r iu m p h  (N e w  Y o rk ,  
1952) ,  II, 6 3 4 .
18-^ E d g a r  J o h n s o n ,  I n tr o d u c t io n  to  L e t t e r s  F r o m  C h a r le s  
D ic k e n s  to A n g e la  B u r d e t t - C o u t t s , 1841-1865 (L o n d o n , 1955),  
p . 137.
191
a g o o d  b r e e d e r  to  p r o v id e  a s o n  and h e i r  and a  f i t t in g  o r n a m e n t  
to  p r e s i d e  o v e r  th e  d o m e s t i c  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  e m p i r e ,  
M r s .  S k e w to n  s e e k s  o n ly  D o m b e y ' s  m o n e y  and p o s i t i o n  fo r  
h e r s e l f  and f o r  h e r  to o  c o m p l i a n t  d a u g h te r .
D ic k e n s  a l l o w s  h i s  r e a d e r s  m o r e  th a n  a d e q u a te  m e a n s  fo r  
c o m p a r i n g  E d ith  G r a n g e r  D o m b e y  to  a  p r o s t i t u t e .  E c o n o m i c  
t e r m i n o l o g y  s u g g e s t s  th a t  s h e ,  l ik e  B e r t i e  H a z e lw o o d ,  i s  j u s t  
a n o t h e r ■ m a r k e t a b le  c o m m o d i t y .  She i s  s a id  to  b e  e n g a g e d  in
19"a s o r d i d  and m i s e r a b l e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  11 and to  h a v e  b e e n  ''bought"  
(I, 5 2 6 )  b y  D o m b e y .  H e r  e n t i r e  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  w a s t e d  in  b e in g  
" h aw k ed  and  v e n d e d "  (I, 5 2 8 ) .  T h o u g h  s h e  d e n ie s  to  F l o r e n c e  
D o m b e y  th a t  s h e  h a s  b e e n  an a d u l t e r e s s ,  s h e  d o e s  a c k n o w le d g e  
b e in g  c u t  o f f  f r o m  " p u r ity  and in n o c e n c e "  (II, 5 7 4 ) .  E d ith  e v e n  
i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  a  s t r e e t  p r o s t i t u t e .  In r e p l y  to  the q u e s t i o n  "W hat  
a r e  y o u ?  " E d i th  s a y s ,  p o in t in g  to  th e  w in d o w , "I h a v e  put th e  
q u e s t i o n  to  m y s e l f  . . . m o r e  th a n  o n ce  w h e n  I h a v e  b e e n  s i t t in g  
t h e r e ,  and s o m e t h i n g  in  th e  fa d e d  l i k e n e s s  o f  m y  s e x  h a s  w a n d e r e d  
p a s t  o u t s id e ;  and God k n o w s  I h a v e  m e t  w ith  m y  r e p ly "  (I, 579).
T h e  m o s t  o b v io u s  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  E d ith  to  a  p r o s t i t u t e  i s ,  of  
c o u r s e ,  in  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  A l i c e  M a r w o o d ,  the r e p e n t a n t  and
19'D o m b e y  and S o n , P a r t  I, in  T he W ork s  o f  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  
(N a t io n a l  L i b r a r y  E d i t io n )  (N ew  Y o r k ,  n . d. ), VIII, 5 2 3 .
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i m p o v e r i s h e d  s t r e e t w a l k e r  f r o m  th e  d r e g s  o f  s o c i e t y .  V a r io u s
c r i t i c s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  J o h n s o n  and R o s s  H. D a b n e y ,  h a v e  p o in te d
o u t  th a t  M r s .  S k e w to n 's  m a n ip u la t io n  of E d ith  p a r a l l e l s  the
20t r e a t m e n t  o f  A l i c e  b y  h e r  m o t h e r ,  G ood M r s .  B r o w n .  T he  
tw o  d a u g h t e r s  a r e  f u r t h e r  id e n t i f i e d  b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  C a r k e r  h a s  
r u in e d  e a c h ,  e v e n  th o u g h  E d i t h ' s  f a l l  i s  m o r a l  but n o t  s e x u a l .
N e a r  the e n d  o f  the  n o v e l ,  w e  e v e n  l e a r n  th a t  th e  tw o  p r o s t i t u t e s  
a r e  r e l a t e d  b y  b lo o d ,  th a t  E d ith  i s  " m y  A l i c e ' s  f i r s t  c o u s in "
(II, 517). B ut th e  m o s t  t e l l i n g  in d ic a t i o n  o f  D ic k e n s '  e q u a t io n  o f  
E d ith  w ith  a  p r o s t i t u t e  a p p e a r s  in  th e  n a r r a t o r ' s  c o m m e n t  a p p e n d e d  
to  A l i c e ' s  v io l e n t  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  m o n e y  g iv e n  h e r  b y  H a r r i e t  
C a r k e r  w h e n  A l i c e  l e a r n s  th a t  H a r r i e t  i s  C a r k e r ' s  s i s t e r .  The  
n a r r a t o r  a s k s ,  r e g a r d i n g  G ood M r s .  B r o w n  and h e r  d a u g h te r :
W e r e  t h i s  m i s e r a b l e  m o t h e r ,  and t h i s  m i s e r a b l e  
d a u g h te r ,  o n ly  th e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e i r  l o w e s t  g r a d e ,  o f  
c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  v i c e s  s o m e t i m e s  p r e v a i l i n g  h ig h e r  up?
In th is  ro u n d  w o r ld  o f  m a n y  c i r c l e s  w i th in  c i r c l e s ,  do  
w e m a k e  a  w e a r y  j o u r n e y  f r o m  the h ig h  g r a d e  to  the lo w ,  
to  f in d  a t  l a s t  th a t  th e y  l i e  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  th a t  th e  tw o  
e x t r e m e s  to u c h ,  and th a t  o u r  j o u r n e y ' s  en d  i s  b u t  ou r  
s t a r t in g  p la c e ?  A l lo w in g  o f  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  s t u f f
2 0E d g a r  J o h n s o n ,  I n tr o d u c t io n  to  D o m b e y  and Son  (The  
L a u r e l  D i c k e n s ) ,  b y  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1963),  pp.  
2 4 - 2 5 ;  R o s s  H. D a b n e y ,  L o v e  and P r o p e r t y  in  th e  N o v e l s  o f  
D ic k e n s  ( B e r k e l e y ,  1967),  p . 56 .
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and t e x t u r e ,  w a s  the  p a t t e r n  o f  th is  w o o f  r e p e a t e d  a m o n g  
g e n t le  b lo o d  a t  a l l?
S a y ,  E d i th  D o m b e y !  And C le o p a t r a ,  b e s t  o f  m o t h e r s ,  
l e t  u s  h a v e  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y !  (II, 8 1 - 8 Z)
On th e  e v i d e n c e  o f  the n a r r a t o r ' s  a c c u s a t i o n  in  th e  p a s s a g e  
j u s t  q u o ted ,  D ic k e n s  a p p e a r s  to  c o n d e m n  E d i t h  a s  m u c h  a s  h e r  
m o t h e r  fo r  th e  m a r r i a g e  to  D o m b e y  th a t  i s  no  b e t t e r  th an  p r o s t i ­
tu t io n .  F o r s t e r  e v e n  t e l l s  u s  th a t  D ic k e n s '  o r i g i n a l  p la n  f o r  the
21n o v e l  had  E d i th  b e c o m e  C a r k e r ' s  m i s t r e s s .  In th is  w a y  the
m e t a p h o r i c a l  p r o s t i t u t io n  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e  w o u ld  b e c o m e  a c t u a l
p r o s t i t u t io n .  H o w e v e r ,  due l a r g e l y  to  th e  d i s b e l i e f  and o b j e c t io n s
o f  S ir  F r a n c i s  J e f f r e y ,  D ic k e n s  found a  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  to  e x t r i c a t e
E d i th  f r o m  w h a t  a p p e a r s  s u r e l y  to  be a d u l t e r y .  T he r e s u l t a n t
2 2" in v e r t e d  M a id ' s  T r a g e d y "  c o n s i s t s  o f  E d i t h 's  t r iu m p h  o v e r  
C a r k e r  w ho h a s  i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  tu r n e d  h i s  b a c k  on  D o m b e y ' s  fo r tu n e  
and d a u g h te r  fo r  the  s a k e  o f  h i s  e m p l o y e r ' s  w i f e .  A c c o r d in g  to  
J oh n  B u tt  and K a th le e n  T i l l o t s o n ,  J e f f r e y  w a s  n o t  the  r e a s o n  fo r  
the c h a n g e  b u t  w a s  m e r e l y  th e  o c c a s i o n ,  fo r  " in  e n g a g in g  the  
r e a d e r ' s  s y m p a t h i e s  [ D ic k e n s ]  had  e n tr a p p e d  h is  o w n , and s o  w a s  
r e a d y  to  w e l c o m e  one  in f lu e n t ia l  r e a d e r ' s  i n c r e d u l i t y  a t  E d i t h ' s
^ 2 ^John F o r s t e r ,  T h e  L i f e  o f  C h a r le s  D i c k e n s , e d .  A . J .
H oppe (L o n d o n ,  1966),  II, 3 3 - 3 4 .
2 2 Ib id . , II, 34 .
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g u i l t ,  a s  a n  e x c u s e  to  s w e r v e  f r o m  t h i s  c o u r s e "  (8 6 )„ P r o f e s s o r  
B u tt and M r s .  T i l l o t s o n  f a i l  o n ly  to  e x p la i n  w h y  D ic k e n s  e v e r  
s o u g h t  to  e n g a g e  "the r e a d e r ' s  s y m p a t h i e s "  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  
f o r  a c h a r a c t e r  w h o  r e p r e s e n t s  a s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  w h ic h  D ic k e n s  
w a s  t r y in g  to  c o n d e m n .  T he a n s w e r ,  of c o u r s e ,  m ay  b e  found  
in  D ic k e n s '  id e a  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  th e  d u a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t io n  w h ic h  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s i n n e r  and s in .  E d i th  D o m b e y  m a y  b e  r e d e e m e d  
p h y s i c a l l y  b y  l a s t  m in u te  r e p l o t t i n g ,  but s p i r i t u a l l y  th e  w o m a n  
b e n e a t h  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  e m b o d i e s  th e  v a lu e s  th a t  D ic k e n s  s a w ,  
o r  th o u g h t  h e  s a w ,  in  th e  g i r l s  a t  U r a n ia  C o t ta g e .  T h u s ,  the  
i d e a  o f  th e  d u a l i s t i c  p r o s t i t u t e  a l l o w s  D ic k e n s  to  c o n d e m n  the  
c u s t o m  of  m o n e y  m a r r i a g e s  b u t  to r e d e e m  E d ith .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
in  a l lo w in g  h e r  a s e l f l e s s  n a t u r e ,  D ic k e n s  p r o v id e s  a  f o i l  f o r  
th e  c o m p l e t e l y  e g o c e n t r i c  v a lu e s  o f  h e r  h u sb a n d  w h o  u n d e r s ta n d s  
n o th in g  b e y o n d  h i m s e l f  and w h o  tu r n s  e v e n  h is  l i t t l e  s o n  in to  a  
m e r e  v e h i c l e  to  c a r r y  on h is  n a m e  and h i s  e m p i r e .
A s  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s '  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a  v i c t i m  o f  
s e d u c t io n ,  E d i t h  i s  v i c t i m i z e d  b y  h e r  m o t h e r  and " o ld  J o e  B a g s t o c k .  " 
S e e m i n g l y  in d i f f e r e n t  to  w h a t  i s  done w ith  o r  to  h e r ,  E d ith  r e m a i n s  
e x t e r n a l l y  p a s s i v e  w h i le  h e r  m o t h e r  s e e k s  to  a r r a n g e  a  p r o f i t a b le  
m a r r i a g e .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  a b u s e d  f o r  to o  lo n g  to  d e f y  h e r  m o t h e r  
o p e n ly ,  but a lth o u g h  p h y s i c a l l y  c a l m  s h e  i n t e r n a l l y  l o a t h e s  w h a t  i s
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b e in g  d on e  to  h e r .  C le o p a t r a  and D o m b e y  h a v e  no  m o r a l  q u a lm s  
w h a t s o e v e r  r e g a r d i n g  a  m a r r i a g e  a l l  b u t  p r o f e s s e d  to  be on e  o f  
c o n v e n i e n c e ,  b u t  E d ith  i s  d i s g u s t e d  b y  th e  w h o le  i d e a  and h a s  no  
s e l f - r e s p e c t  l e f t  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  p a r t  i n  s u c h  a t r a v e s t y  (II, 291). 
P a r a d o x i c a l l y  E d ith  c o n d e m n s  th e  v e r y  c r i m e  s h e  e m b o d i e s ,  but  
h e r  c r i m e  i s  o n  th e  p h y s i c a l  l e v e l ,  h e r  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  th a t  c r i m e  
on  th e  s p i r i t u a l .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  D o m b e y i s m ,  a m a t e r i a l i s t i c  
w o r ld  w h ic h  v a lu e s  o n ly  m o n e y  and a p p e a r a n c e ,  a l th o u g h  E d i th  
s p e n d s  l i b e r a l l y  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  m o n e y  s h e  i s  a  th o r o u g h g o in g  a n t i ­
m a t e r i a l i s t .  She m a n i f e s t s  "a s t e a d f a s t ,  h a u g h ty  d i s r e g a r d  o f  
c o s t l y  th in g s "  (II, 170), w h ic h  i s  t o t a l l y  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  to  h e r  
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  h u sb a n d .  W hen  s h e  f i n a l l y  l e a v e s  D o m b e y ,  s h e  
g i v e s  f u l l  e x p r e s s i o n  to h e r  r e g a r d  fo r  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  w e a lth :  
" T h r o w n  d o w n  in  a  c o s t l y  m a s s  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d ,  w a s  e v e r y  
o r n a m e n t  s h e  h a d  h a d ,  s i n c e  s h e  h a d  b e e n  h i s  w ife :  e v e r y  d r e s s
s h e  had w o rn ;  and e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  h a d  p o s s e s s e d "  (II, 3 0 4 ) .  T h u s ,  
in  the  th in g s  s h e  s ta n d s  o p p o s e d  t o ,  E d i t h  i s  l ik e  th e  h u m a n i ­
t a r i a n s '  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s '  p r o s t i t u t e .
E d i t h ' s  a t t e m p ts  to  r e l a t e  to  o t h e r s  s u g g e s t s  a n a tu r e  at  
o d d s  w i th  th e  n o n - r e l a t i n g  s e x u a l i t y  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e .  A lth o u g h  
C le o p a t r a  and D o m b e y  c a l l o u s l y  u s e  h e r ,  E d i th  f o r g i v e s  h e r
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m o t h e r  a s  th e  o ld  w o m a n  i s  d y in g  (II, 1 9 9 - 2 0 0 ) ,  and r e a l i z i n g  
th a t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  th e  p r o u d  b u s i n e s s m a n  i s  i n t o l e r a b l e ,  
i t  i s  E d ith  w h o  t r i e s  to  r e l a t e ,  w h o  a t t e m p t s  to  e f f e c t ,  i f  n o t  a 
c o m p l e t e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  a  t r u c e  b y  w h ic h  th e  " m o s t  
u n h a p p y  p a ir "  m a y  p a s s  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o g e t h e r  w ith o u t  o p e n  c o n f l i c t  
(II, 177),  She at l e a s t  t r i e s ,  b u t  D o m b e y ,  b l in d e d  b y  a  s e n s e  o f  
h i s  o w n  im p o r t a n c e ,  r e f u s e s  to  s u r r e n d e r  a n y  of h i s  d ig n i ty ,  and  
t h i s  r e f u s a l  p r o d u c e s  th e  " s c o r n ,  a n g e r ,  in d ig n a t io n ,  and a b h o r ­
r e n c e "  (II, 178) th a t  l e a d  to  E d i t h ' s  f l i g h t  w i t h  C a r k e r .  E v e n  a f t e r  
th e  s u f f e r i n g  s h e  e n d u r e s  at h i s  h a n d s ,  E d i t h  a t t e m p t s  to  f o r g i v e  
D o m b e y :  " W hen  I th o u g h t  s o  m u c h  o f  a l l  the c a u s e s  th a t  had  m a d e
m e  w h a t  I w a s ,  I n e e d e d  to  h a v e  a l lo w e d  m o r e  fo r  th e  c a u s e s  th a t  
h a d  m a d e  h im  w h a t  he  w a s .  I w i l l  t r y ,  th e n ,  to  f o r g i v e  h i m  h is  
s h a r e  o f  b la m e .  L e t  h i m  t r y  to  f o r g i v e  m e  m in e "  (II, 5 7 9 ) .  
F o r g i v e n e s s ,  h u m i l i t y ,  and  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  h e r e  c o m b in e  to  p r o d u c e  
a  w o m a n  o f  g r e a t  d ig n i t y ,  a  w o m a n  w h o ,  b e n e a t h  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  
i s  v e r y  m o r a l .
B u t  i t  i s  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  F l o r e n c e  th a t  m o s t  f u l ly  
c h a r a c t e r i z e s  E d i th .  T h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  D o m b e y  and S o n  d e p ic t s  
a  l o n e l y  and i s o l a t e d  F l o r e n c e .  W h en  D o m b e y ' s  s e c o n d  w if e  
e n t e r s ,  s h e  b r in g s  lo v e  and f r i e n d s h i p  in to  the g i r l ' s  l i f e .  F r o m  
E d it h  F l o r e n c e  d e r i v e s  h o p e  f o r  th e  fu t u r e ,  h o p e  th a t  s h e  m a y  one
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d a y  f in d  a p la c e  in  h e r  f a t h e r ’s h e a r t .  T h e  i r o n y  o f  h e r  h o p e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  r e s i d e s  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  D o m b e y  r e s e n t s  h is  d a u g h te r  
a l l  th e  m o r e  b e c a u s e  s h e  o n c e  a g a in  w in s  th e  a f f e c t i o n  h e  f e e l s  
i s  due h i m .  A s  w a s  th e  c a s e  w ith  M r .  D o m b e y ' s  s o n ,  F l o r e n c e ' s  
s u b m i s s i v e  t e n d e r n e s s  e f f e c t s  in  E d i t h  th a t  w h ic h  n e i t h e r  D o m b e y ' s  
m o n e y  n o r  h i s  o w n  e x a l t e d  i m a g e  o f  h i m s e l f  c a n  e n g e n d e r .  T h u s ,  
M r . D o m b e y  s t e e l s  h i s  h e a r t  e v e n  m o r e  a g a i n s t  h i s  d a u g h te r ,  
an d  E d ith ,  w h o  l o v e s  F l o r e n c e ,  i s  f o r c e d  to  r e j e c t  th e  g i r l ,  a t  
l e a s t  to  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  o r  r i s k  l o s i n g  h e r  a l t o g e t h e r  in  y e t  a n o th e r  
l o v e l e s s  m a r r i a g e .  E d ith  b l a m e s  C a r k e r  and D o m b e y  fo r  
e s t r a n g i n g  h e r  f r o m  F l o r e n c e ,  fo r  t h e y  f o r c e  h e r  "to y i e l d  up  
th e  l a s t  r e t r e a t  o f  lo v e  and g e n t l e n e s s  w i t h in  [ h e r ] ,  o r  to  b e  a  
n e w  m i s f o r t u n e  o n  i t s  in n o c e n t  v i c t i m "  (II, 4 3 3 ) .  She s a c r i f i c e s  
h e r s e l f  f o r  F l o r e n c e  b y  d e n y in g  th e  g i r l ,  and th is  g e n e r o u s  
i m p u l s e ,  a s  m u c h  a s  a n y th in g ,  o f f s e t s  th e  c r i m e  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e .
In s p i t e  o f  h e r  s in s  and in  s p i t e  o f  th e  h a u g h ty  p r id e  b e h in d  
w h i c h  s h e  h id e s  h e r s e l f ,  D ic k e n s '  f in a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  E d ith  D o m b e y  
i s  th a t  s h e  p o s s e s s e s  a " w o m a n 's  s o u l  o f  l o v e  and t e n d e r n e s s "
(II, 5 7 9 ) ,  q u a l i t i e s  c o m p a t ib le  w ith  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o n ly  w h e n  one  
a d o p ts  a  d u a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T he e v i l  o f  p r o s t i ­
t u t io n  i s  th a t  i t  i s  b o th  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and f a l s e  a s  a r e  D o m b e y ' s  
v a l u e s - - h i s  b u s i n e s s  e m p i r e  and h i s  id e n t i t y  w h ic h  r e s i d e s  o n ly
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in  th e  o p in io n  o f  o t h e r s .  T he s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  b e n e a t h  E d i t h 's  
s i n  a r e  lo v e  and s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  q u a l i t i e s  fou n d  in  th e  in n o c e n t  
v i c t i m  o f  s e d u c t i o n  o r  th e  w o m a n  d r iv e n  b y  p o v e r t y  to  p r o s t i t u t io n .
If D ic k e n s  s a w  an  i m a g e  o f  l o w e r  c l a s s  p r o s t i t u t io n  a m o n g  
th e  m id d le  c l a s s e s ,  A n th o n y  T r o l lo p e  s a w  o n  a l l  c l a s s  l e v e l s  th is  
s a m e  c u t t h r o a t  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  and in  C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r  (1864) 
h e  d e p ic t s  a  m u l t i - l e v e l  s o c i e t y  in  w h ic h  a l l  m a r r i a g e s  a r e  o f  
c o n v e n i e n c e .  In th e  l o w e r  m id d le  c l a s s ,  M r s .  G r e e n o w ,  the  
w e a l t h y  w id o w  o f  a t r a d e s m a n  i s  f o r c e d  to  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  
C a p ta in  B e l l f i e l d ,  an  e d u c a t e d  v a g a b o n d  w ith o u t  a p e n n y ,  and  
M r . C h e e s e  a c r e ,  a b o o r i s h  bu t w e a l t h y  f a r m e r .  T he tw o  s u i t o r s  
o b v i o u s l y  c a r e  m o r e  f o r  h e r  i n h e r i t e n c e  th a n  th e y  do f o r  h e r .
In th e  u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  G e o r g e  V a v a s o r  s c h e m e s  to  m a r r y  h is  
c o u s i n  A l i c e  s o  th a t  he  c a n  pu t h e r  m o n e y  to  u s e  f u r t h e r in g  h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .
B u t  th e  m a r r i a g e  th a t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t s  T r o l lo p e  i s  th a t  o f  L a d y  
G l e n c o r a  M ' C l u s k ie  to  M r .  P l a n t a g e n e t  P a l l i s e r ,  and w i t h  th is  
m a r r i a g e  T r o l lo p e  r e v e a l s  th a t  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o c c u r s  e v e n  a m o n g  
th e  B r i t i s h  n o b i l i t y .
W h ile  s t i l l  v e r y  y o u n g ,  G l e n c o r a  f a l l s  in  lo v e  w ith  th e  p h y s i ­
c a l l y  b e a u t i f u l ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  d i s s i p a t e d ,  and th o r o u g h ly  p e n n i l e s s  
B u r g o  F i t z g e r a l d .  K n o w in g  f u l l  w e l l  h is  f a u l t s ,  s h e  i s  s i m p l y  s w e p t
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o f f  h e r  f e e t  b y  th e  v i g o r o u s  g a l l a n t r y  o f  th e  c a v a l i e r - l i k e  F i t z g e r a l d ,  
H e , o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  L a d y  G l e n c o r a ' s  m o n e y  th an  
in  h e r ,  and a lth o u g h  h e  e a s i l y  w in s  th e  g i r l ' s  h e a r t ,  " su n d r y  
m i g h t y  m a g n a t e s "  o f  th e  f a m i l y  c o n s p i r e  to  p r e v e n t  h i m  f r o m  
w in n in g  h e r  hand  and m o n e y ,  2 3  To g u a r a n te e  C o r a ' s  c o n t in u e d  
o b e d i e n c e ,  th e  f a m i l y  m a r r i e s  h e r  to  P la n t a g e n e n t  P a l l i s e r ,  
T r o l l o p e ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  s i t u a t io n ,  m a d e  l a t e r  in  h is  l i f e ,  
i s  a s  f o l l o w s :
T o  s a v e  a g i r l  f r o m  w a s t i n g  h e r s e l f ,  and a n  h e i r e s s  f r o m  
w a s t i n g  h e r  p r o p e r t y  o n  s u c h  a s c a m p ,  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  th e  
d u ty  o f  th e  g i r l ' s  f r i e n d s .  B ut i t  m u s t  e v e r  be w r o n g  to  
f o r c e  a  g i r l  in to  a m a r r i a g e  w ith  a  m a n  s h e  d o e s  n o t  
l o v e ,  - - a n d  c e r t a i n l y  th e  m o r e  s o  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  
w h o m  s h e  d o e s  l o v e ,  ^4
L a d y  G l e n c o r a ' s  m a r r i a g e  i s  c l e a r l y  an  e x p e d ie n c y ,  f o r  e v e n  
th o u g h  P a l l i s e r  h a s  r a n k - - a s  p r o s p e c t i v e  f a t h e r  to  th e  n e x t  Duke  
o f  O m n i u m - - h e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  th e  m o n e y  h e  n e e d s  to a t ta in  th e  
p o s i t i o n  in  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  w h ic h  he  h a s  b e e n  s t r i v i n g .  T he  
m o n e y  th a t  c o m e s  w ith  h i s  m a r r i a g e  p u ts  h i m  in  the  w a y  to  g e t  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  S ig n i f i c a n t l y ,  i t  i s  C h a n c e l lo r  o f  th e  E x c h e q u e r  fo r
^ A n t h o n y  T r o l l o p e ,  C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1893),
I, 2 4 7 .
2^ A n  A u to b io g r a p h y  ( B e r k e l e y  and L o s  A n g e l e s ) ,  pp, 1 5 2 -1 5 3 .
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w h ic h  h e  i s  s t r i v i n g ,  and he  h a s  a  v e r y  h ig h  r e g a r d  fo r  the  
m o n e y  w ith  w h ic h  th e  p o s i t i o n  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f :  " T h e r e  i s  n o
e r r o r  s o  v u lg a r ,  " he s a y s ,  "as th a t  b y  w h ic h  m e n  h a v e  b e e n  
ta u g h t  to  s a y  th a t  m e r c e n a r y  t e n d e n c i e s  a r e  b a d .  A  d e s i r e  fo r  
w e a l t h  i s  th e  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  p r o g r e s s .  C i v i l i z a t i o n  c o m e s  f r o m  
w h a t  m e n  c a l l  g r e e d "  (I, 3 4 6 ) .  A nd f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s ,  the  
m a r r i a g e  i s  l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  a q u e s t i o n  o f  m o n e y .  Of h e r  d u t ie s  
a s  h o s t e s s  in  h e r  o w n  h o u s e h o ld ,  G l e n c o r a  s a y s  to  h e r  c o u s i n ,
"I do s o  t r y  to  be p r o p e r ,  -  -a n d  i t  i s  s u c h  t r o u b le .  T a lk  o f  
p e o p le  e a r n i n g  t h e i r  b r e a d ,  A l i c e ; - - I ’m  s u r e  I e a r n  m in e "
(I, 3 0 7 ) .  The n a r r a t o r  e v a l u a t e s  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  a s  "a c o m p le t e  
s u c c e s s "  but a d d s  " in  a p o in t  o f  v i e w  r e g a r d i n g  b u s i n e s s "  (I, 3 2 5 ) ,  
and he r e f e r s  to  the  u n io n  a s  a  " ju d ic io u s  a r r a n g e m e n t  a s  to  
p r o p e r t i e s ,  th i s  w e l l - o r d e r e d  a l l i a n c e  b e t w e e n  f a m i l i e s "  (I, 3 2 8 ) .
In s u c h  a m a r r i a g e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  no lo v e ,  and th is  
l o v e l e s s n e s s  i s  o b j e c t i f i e d  b y  on e o f  the o v e r r id in g  c o n c e r n s ,  
bu t f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  o f  b o th  h u s b a n d  and w i f e ,  C o r a ’s a p p a r e n t  
b a r r e n n e s s  w h ic h  d e p r i v e s  P l a n t a g e n e t  o f  an  h e i r .  Of h e r  o w n  
l a c k  o f  l o v e ,  L a d y  G le n c o r a  s a y s ,  "I n e v e r  lo v e d  h im .  . . .
W hen  I w e n t  to  h i m  a t  th e  a l t a r ,  I k n e w  th a t  I d id  n o t  lo v e  th e  m a n  
th a t  w a s  to  be m y  h u sb a n d "  (II, 8 ). Of P la n t a g e n e t ,  sh e  s a y s :
201
I h a v e  n e v e r  s a id  a w o r d  to  h i m  th a t  c o u ld  m a k e  h im  
l o v e  m e .  I h a v e  n e v e r  done a  th in g  f o r  h im  th a t  c a n  m a k e  
h i m  lo v e  m e .  T h e  m o t h e r  o f  h i s  c h i ld  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  
l o v e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th a t .  W hy sh o u ld  h e  lo v e  m e ?  We 
w e r e  to ld  to  m a r r y  e a c h  o th e r  and d id  i t .  W h en  c o u ld  
h e h a v e  l e a r n e d  to  l o v e  m e ?  (I, 3 53 )
B e c a u s e  s h e  i s  a p a r t i c ip a n t  in  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h ic h  s h o u ld  be  
b a s e d  o n  l o v e  b u t i s ,  in  f a c t ,  b a s e d  o n ly  on  m o n e y  and the  c o n ­
c o m i t a n t  s e x  w h ic h  i s  n ot  u s e d  to  e x p r e s s  lo v e  but i s  o n ly  a m e a n s  
to  an  h e i r ,  G l e n c o r a ' s  m a r r i a g e  i s  p r o s t i t u t io n .  In a  d i s c u s s i o n  
w ith  A l i c e  V a v a s o r ,  C o r a  r e f e r s  to  h e r s e l f  as  "a f a l s e  w ife "  
and  c l a i m s  th a t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  i s  " a l l  f a l s e  th r o u g h o u t"  (II, 8 ).
W h en  A l i c e  r e p l i e s  th a t  s h e  i s  P l a n t a g e n e t ' s  " h o n e s t  w i f e ,  "
G l e n c o r a  v e h e m e n t l y  a n s w e r s ,  "No . . . , no; I a m  n o t  h o n e s t .
B y  l a w  I a m  h i s  w i f e ;  but the la w s  a r e  l i a r s  ! I a m  n o t  h i s  w i f e .
I w i l l  n o t  s a y  th e  th in g  th a t  I a m "  (II, 8 ). l i ik e  E d ith  D o m b e y  
C o r a  th in k s  o f  h e r s e l f  a s  bu t a " faded  l i k e n e s s "  o f  h e r  s e x .  E d i t h  
w a s  m a r r i e d  to  g e t  m o n e y ,  C o r a  to  s a v e  m o n e y ,  but both  m a r r i a g e s  
a r e  p r o s t i t u t io n .
B e c a u s e  B u r g o  F i t z g e r a l d  k n o w s  th a t  he s t i l l  h a s  the  h e a r t  
o f  L a d y  G l e n c o r a  and  b e c a u s e  h e  s t i l l  w a n ts  h e r  m o n e y ,  h e  t r i e s  
to  c o n v in c e  h e r  to  l e a v e  h e r  h u sb a n d  and ru n  a w a y  w ith  h im .  T h u s ,  
C o r a  i s  in  a s i t u a t io n  w h e r e  s h e  m u s t  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  tw o m e n ,  
and T r o l lo p e  c o n d e m n s  th e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a t t i tu d e s  th a t  put h e r  in
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s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n  b y  s h o w in g  th a t  w h a t e v e r  s h e  d o e s  i s  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  
S h e  c o n t e m p l a t e s  r u n n in g  a w a y  w ith  B u r g o  but r e j e c t s  th a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n :
D o y o u  s u p p o s e  I h a v e  n e v e r  th o u g h t  o f  i t ; - - w h a t  i t  w o u ld  
be to  be a m a n ' s  m i s t r e s s  in s t e a d  o f  h i s  w i f e ?  If I had  
n o t  I s h o u ld  be  a th in g  to  be  h a te d  and d e s p i s e d .  W hen  
o n c e  I h a d  d on e  i t  I s h o u ld  h a te  and d e s p i s e  m y s e l f .  I 
s h o u ld  f e e l  m y s e l f  to  be  l o a t h s o m e ,  and , a s  i t  w e r e ,  a  
b e a s t  a m o n g  w o m e n .  (I ll ,  132)
T h u s ,  f l i g h t  and th e  p r o s t i t u t io n  o f  a d u l t e r y  i s  n o t  f e a s i b l e .
B u t th is  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w h e r e  T r o l lo p e  e m p l o y s  th e  i m a g e  o f  
th e  p r o s t i t u t e  s o  e f f e c t i v e l y .  F o r  L a d y  G l e n c o r a  h a s  no  r e a l  
c h o i c e .  S h e  c a n  go w ith  B u r g o  and be  h i s  m i s t r e s s  o r  s t a y  w ith  
h e r  h u sb a n d  in  a  m e r c e n a r y  and l o v e l e s s  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  in  s u c h  
a  s i t u a t io n  s h e  i s  s t i l l  a p r o s t i t u t e .  T h u s ,  s h e  i s  c a u g h t  in  a b in d .  
Of th e  s itu a t io n ,  s h e  s a y s :
B u t  w h y  h a v e  I b e e n  b r o u g h t  to  s u c h  a p a s s  a s  t h i s ?  A nd  
a s  f o r  f e m a l e  p u r i t y ! A h! W hat w a s  t h e i r  i d e a  o f  p u r i t y  
w h e n  t h e y  f o r c e d  m e ,  l ik e  o g r e s ,  to  m a r r y  a  m a n  f o r  w h o m  
t h e y  k n e w  I n e v e r  c a r e d ?  H ad I g o n e  w ith  h im ,  -  -h a d  I n o w  
e l o p e d  w ith  th a t  m a n  w h o  o u g h t  to  h a v e  b e e n  m y  h u sb a n d ,  - -  
w h o m  w o u ld  a j u s t  God h a v e  p u n is h e d  w o r s t ,  - - m e ,  or  
t h o s e  tw o  o ld  w o m e n  and m y  u n c le ,  w h o  t o r t u r e d  m e  in to  
t h i s  m a r r i a g e ?  . . . But i t  i s  a l l  s in .  I s i n  t o w a r d s  m y  
h u sb a n d ,  f e ig n in g  th a t  I lo v e  h im ;  and I s i n  in  lo v i n g  th a t  
o t h e r  m a n ,  w h o  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m y  h u sb a n d .  (I l l ,  2 0 5 - 2 0 6 )
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L ik e  E d ith  D o m b e y ,  G l e n c o r a  h a s  the r e d e e m i n g  q u a l i t i e s  
o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s t i c a l l y  d e p ic t e d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  
w h ic h  e x t e n u a t e  a n y  p h y s i c a l  ’’s in ,  " T h a t  s h e  i s  l ik e  th e  s e d u c e d  
in n o c e n t  i s  f a i r l y  o b v io u s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  s h e  h a s  b e e n  f o r c e d ,  
a g a in s t  h e r  w i l l ,  to  m a r r y  w ith o u t  lo v in g  h e r  h u sb a n d .  S e c o n d ly ,  
s h e  f u l ly  d e s p i s e s  h e r s e l f  and w h a t  s h e  i s  d o in g ,  and l i k e  M a r th a  
E n d e l l  s h e  lo n g s  fo r  the  p e a c e  o f  d ea th :  "W hat m a t t e r s  i t  w h e th e r
I d r o w n  m y s e l f  . „ . ? I 'd  d i e ; - - I ' d  d ie  w i l l i n g l y .  H ow  I w i s h  I 
c o u ld  d ie  ! P l a n t a g e n e t ,  I w o u ld  k i l l  m y s e l f  i f  I dared" 1 (HI, 82 ) .
And f in a l l y ,  th e  m o s t  r e d e e m i n g  o f  a l l ,  a l th o u g h  s h e  d o e s  n o t  lo v e  
P l a n t a g e n e t  s h e  c o n t e m p l a t e s  a c c e p t i n g  d i s g r a c e  and r u in  b y  
r u n n in g  a w a y  s o  th a t  he i s  f r e e d  to  m a r r y  a g a in  and h a v e  the s o n  
h e  lo n g s  fo r :  " P la n t a g e n e t ,  11 s h e  s a y s  to  h i m ,  "I do n o t  lo v e  y o u ; - -
n o t  a s  w o m e n  lo v e  t h e ir  h u s b a n d s  w h e n  t h e y  do lo v e  t h e m .  B u t,  
b e f o r e  G od, m y  f i r s t  w i s h  i s  to  f r e e  y o u  f r o m  the m i s f o r t u n e s  th a t  
I h a v e  b r o u g h t  o n  you "  (III, 8 2 ) .  T h u s ,  G le n c o r a  h a s  th e  e x t e r n a l  
s i t u a t io n  o f  the  p r o s t i t u t e  but th e  m o r a l  i n s t i n c t s  o f  a M a g d a le n .
G l e n c o r a ' s  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  the fa u l t s  in  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  a w a k e n s  
in  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  r e c i p r o c a t i o n  of a f f e c t i o n  u p o n  
w h ic h  a  m a r r i a g e  m u s t  be b a s e d  and o f  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e a c h  
p e r s o n  h a s  to w o r k  a c t i v e l y  and s e l f l e s s l y  fo r  th e  o th e r .  
S y m b o l i c a l l y ,  h e  tu r n s  d ow n  th e  o f f e r  o f  th e  D uke o f  St. B u n g a y
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to  b e c o m e  C h a n c e l lo r  o f  th e  E x c h e q u e r ,  th e  r ig h t  to  w h ic h  p o s i t i o n  
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  ab ou t b y  G l e n c o r a ' s  p o r t io n  in  m a r r i a g e .
He c h o o s e s  l o v e  r a t h e r  th a n  m o n e y  and  l e a v e s  E n g la n d  on  a  v a c a ­
t io n  w ith  h i s  w i f e .  T h at  t h e y  do in f u s e  lo v e  in to  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  
i s  im p l i e d  b y  th e  f r u i t s  o f  the m a r r i a g e - - G l e n c o r a  g i v e s  b ir t h  
to  the s o n  w h o  w i l l  in h e r i t  th e  d u k e d o m .
T h u s ,  T r o l lo p e  s u g g e s t s  th e  d a n g e r  o f  th e  m a r r i a g e  o f  
c o n v e n ie n c e  b y  im a g i n g  i t  a s  p r o s t i t u t io n .  If  L a d y  G l e n c o r a  
c h o o s e s  to r e m a i n  in  a  l o v e l e s s  m a r r i a g e  w h ic h  e x i s t s  f o r  m o n e t a r y  
r e a s o n s ,  s h e  i s  in  h e r  ow n  e y e s  a  p r o s t i t u t e .  If s h e  r e j e c t s  th a t  
m a r r i a g e  and r u n s  a w a y  w ith  B u r g o  F i t z g e r a l d ,  s h e  w i l l  b e  a  
p r o s t i t u t e  and an  a d u l t e r e s s  in  th e  e y e s  o f  a l l  the  w o r ld .  In  s u c h  
a s i t u a t io n ,  h e r  o n ly  f o r s e e a b l e  e s c a p e  i s  d e a th .  T h e r e  i s  no  
w a y  fo r  h e r  to  l i v e  w ith o u t  s in n in g  u n t i l  h e r  h u sb a n d  m a k e s  o f  
h i m s e l f  a  p e r s o n  w o r th y  o f  b e in g  lo v e d  and u n t i l  s h e  m a k e s  the  
e f f o r t  to  lo v e  th e  m a n  w h o  i s  h e r  h u sb a n d .
A c c o r d in g  to  E d g a r  J o h n s o n ,  L o u i s a  G r a d g r in d ' s  m a r r i a g e
to  M r .  B o u n d e r b y ,  in  D ic k e n s '  H a r d  T i m e s  (1854), i s  a k in d  o f  
?  ^p r o s t i t u t io n .  In s o  f a r  a s  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  o r  a n y  m a r r i a g e  fo r
C h a r le s  D i c k e n s : H is  T r a g e d y  and T r iu m p h , II, 815.
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th a t  m a t t e r ,  i s  u s e d  a s  a  m e a n s  to  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a d v a n c e m e n t  
and  i s  n o t  a  u n io n  c e m e n t e d  b y  m u t u a l ly  f e l t  l o v e ,  i t  i s  p r o s t i ­
tu t io n  and  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  th e  V ic t o r ia n s  a s  s u c h .  
In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  I h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to  d e a l ,  n o t  m e r e l y  
w ith  e x a m p l e s  o f  th i s  ty p e  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  w ith  n o v e l s  th a t  
c o n s c i o u s l y  e m p l o y  th e  i m a g e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  a s  a m e t a p h o r  b y  
w h i c h  to  d e s c r i b e  th e  m a r r i a g e  and c o n d e m n  i t s  p r o s t i t u t io n  
w ith o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n d e m n in g  th e  w o m a n  w h o  b e c o m e s  a  
p r o s t i t u t e .  T he m o n i s t i c  and th e  d u a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t s  o f  the  
p r o s t i t u t e  a l l o w e d  V i c t o r i a n  a u th o r s  to  do just t h i s .
C H A P T E R  VII 
A  R E L IG IO N  O F D U T Y  A N D  T H E  T A R N IS H E D  IM A G E
M a y h e w 's  l e t t e r s  to  the M o r n in g  C h r o n ic le  m a d e  i t  a b u n d a n t ly  
c l e a r  th a t  " s lo p "  w o r k e r s ,  w o m e n  w h o  w o r k e d  in  E n g la n d ’s 
c lo th in g  i n d u s t r y ,  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ly  d r iv e n  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  b y  
a b o m in a b ly  l o w  w a g e s  a v a i la b le  in  th e  o n ly  tr a d e  fo r  w h ic h  th e y  
w e r e  f i t t e d .  A nd a s  w e  s a w  in  C h a p te r  V, s e d u c t io n s  o f  l o w e r  
c l a s s  g i r l s  b y  w e a l t h y ,  d i s s i p a t e d  y o u n g  m e n  u n c o n c e r n e d  w ith  
th e  h u m a n i t y  o f  t h e i r  v i c t i m s  w e r e  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  d r iv in g  
d e f l o w e r e d  and d i s g r a c e d  g i r l s  to  a  l i f e  o f  in f a m y .  T h u s ,  the  
i m a g e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  f o r m u la t e d  b y  V ic t o r ia n  h u m a n i t a r ia n s
w a s  b a s e d  u l t i m a t e l y  on  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  n a t io n 's
■»
w h o r e s  w e r e  v i c t i m s  o f  th e  d e c l in e  o f  e m p h a s i s  p la c e d  o n  h u m a n  
v a l u e s ,  a c o n c o m i t a n c e  o f  the I n d u s tr ia l  R e v o lu t io n .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  V ic t o r i a n s  c o u ld  n o t  r e m a i n  u n a w a r e  th a t  the  
s a m e  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m  th a t  d e n o u n c e d  p r o s t i t u t io n  and c a l l e d  u p on  
w h o r e s  to. g iv e  up  t h e ir  f i l th y  t r a d e  c o n s p i r e d  to  k e e p  p r o s t i t u t e s  
w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b y  d e n y in g  t h e m  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  m a k in g  a n y th in g  
o f  t h e m s e l v e s  o n c e  t h e y  d id  r e f o r m .  M a y h e w , in  L o n d o n  L a b o u r  
and the  L o n d o n  P o o r , r e c o u n t s  the s t o r y  o f  a p r o s t i t u t e  w ho
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r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  e n t r e a t i e s  o f  R e v e r e n d  B a p t i s t  N o e l  a t  a M id ­
n ig h t  M e e t in g  s h e  a t t e n d e d .  A f t e r  s h e  e n d u r e d  th e  p e r io d  o f  r e f o r ­
m a t io n ,  s h e  w a s  a l lo w e d  to  go ou t  in to  th e  w o r ld ;  but b e c a u s e  o f  
h e r  p a s t  s h e  c o u ld  f in d  no e m p l o y m e n t  and d r i f t e d  e v e n t u a l l y  b a c k  
in to  h e r  o ld  p r o fe s s io n .'* '
A p p a l le d  b y  t h i s  m i s e r a b l e  and u n ju s t  s y s t e m  w h ic h  f i r s t  
p r o d u c e d  p r o s t i t u t e s  and t h e n  k e p t  t h e m  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e ,  and d r iv e n  
to  a c t io n  b y  th e  C a r ly l e a n  d ic t u m ,  "D o th e  D u ty  w h ic h  l i e s  n e a r e s t
y
t h e e ,  " h u m a n i t a r ia n s  a c t i v e l y  s o u g h t  to  r e f o r m  p r o s t i t u t e s  and  
to  m a k e  fo r  t h e s e  M a g d a le n s  a  p la c e  in  the  w o r ld .  W. R . G r e g  
to o k  to  th e  p r e s s  in  1850 to  p le a d  f o r  h u m a n  p i ty  fo r  t h e s e  w r e t c h e d  
c r e a t u r e s .  A n g e la  B u r d e t t - C o u t t s  g a v e  f r e e l y  of h e r  m o n e y  and  
D ic k e n s  o f  h i s  t i m e  and h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and a d m in i s t r a t iv e  
t a l e n t s  to  e s t a b l i s h  U r a n ia  C o t ta g e  s o  th a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  m ig h t  
e v e n t u a l l y  e m i g r a t e  and b e g in  n e w  l i v e s .  " A m ic u s ,  " m o v e d  b y  
th e  p i t ia b le  t a l e  o f  a p r o s t i t u t e  th a t  a p p e a r e d  in  The T i m e s , w r o t e  
to  the n e w s p a p e r  a n n o u n c in g ,  "If 'O ne M o r e  U n fo r tu n a te '  w i l l  
c o m m u n ic a t e  h e r  n a m e ,  h o w e v e r  ' d i s g r a c e d ,  ' and h e r  a d d r e s s ,
X(N e w  Y o r k ,  1968 ) ,  IV, 241.
^ S a r to r  R e s a r t u s , in  T h e  W o rk s  o f  T h o m a s  C a r ly l e  in  
T h ir t y  V o lu m e s  (L o n d o n , 1897),  I, 1 53 -154 .
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h o w e v e r  ' d i s r e p u t a b l e ,  1 to  'L .  J .  , ' c a r e  o f  M r s .  G r i f f i t h s ,  
s t a t i o n e r ,  8 B a k e r - S t r e e t ,  w . , s h e  m a y  r e t r i e v e  h e r s e l f ,  and  
m e e t  w i t h  a  f r i e n d  a b le  and  w i l l i n g  to a s s i s t  h e r .  " A nd f o r  
y e a r s  W i l l i a m  E .  G la d s to n e  a l lo w e d  h i m s e l f  to  b e  a c c o s t e d  on  th e  
s t r e e t s  s o  th a t  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  ta lk  to  h is  a c c o s t e r  
a b o u t  th e  s i n f u l n e s s  o f  the  l i f e  s h e  w a s  l e a d i n g .  T h u s ,  th e  r e ­
f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  b e c a m e  an  im p o r t a n t  o u t le t  o f  h u m a n i ­
t a r i a n  e n e r g i e s  d u r in g  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  In d e e d ,  th e  s o c i a l  
s t i g m a  p la c e d  on  the p e r s o n  w h o  c h o s e  to  a s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  w ith  
v i c e  and w h o  w i l l i n g l y  a l l o w e d  c o r r u p t io n  in to  s o c i e t y  m a d e  th e  
f i e l d  o f  p r o s t i t u t e  r e f o r m a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e .  C h r i s t  
h a d  b e e n  w i l l i n g  to  s u f f e r  fo r  the  s i n s  o f  m an ; c o u ld  the  n in e t e e n t h -  
c e n t u r y  C h r i s t i a n  be w i l l i n g  to  do a n y  l e s s  th a n  to  s u f f e r  p e r s o n a l  
r e b u k e  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  s o c i e t y  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  
s i n n e r s ?  T h u s ,  m a n y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  the  r e l i g i o n  o f  d u ty  s o u g h t  
t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  r e f o r m i n g  p r o s t i t u t e s  r a t h e r  th an  in  s o c i a l  
a c t i v i t y  a m o n g  a n y  o t h e r  c l a s s ,  f o r  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a p o s i t i v e  
o b s t a c l e - ~ a  p r e j u d ic e d  p e o p l e - - t o  b e  o v e r c o m e .  O p p o s i t io n  
b e c a m e  a k in d  o f  t h e r m o m e t e r  b y  w h ic h  th e  C h r i s t ia n  c o u ld
O
L e t t e r  to  th e  e d i t o r ,  F e b r u a r y  6 , 1858, p. 10.
^ C y r i l  P e a r l ,  T he G ir l  W ith  the  S w a n s  d o w n  S e a t  ( I n d ia n a p o l is ,  
19 5 5 ) ,  pp. 6 8 -7 1 .
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e v a lu a t e  h i s  " o f fe r in g .  "
In the  f i c t i o n  o f  th e  a g e  t h e r e  i s  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  
p r o s t i t u t e s  w h o  r e m a i n  m in o r  c h a r a c t e r s  and l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  
r e c i p i e n t s  o f  h u m a n i t a r ia n  c h a r i t y .  T h e ir  r a i s  on d e ' e t r e  i s
s i m p l y  that:  to  p r o v id e  an o jb e c t  f o r  h u m a n i t a r ia n  s y m p a t h y
and c h a r i t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  b o th  p lo t s  o f  M a r y  B a r t o n  
h a v e  ru n  t h e i r  c o u r s e s  and M r s .  G a s k e l l  w a n ts  to  s u m m a r i l y  
s h o w  ( n o t t e l l  ab ou t)  th e  m o r a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  th e  o n c e  
a m b i t io u s ,  v a in ,  and s e l f i s h  M a r y ,  s h e  r e s o r t s  o n c e  a g a in  to  
E s t h e r  and l e t s  M a r y  k n o w  th a t  h e r  au n t i s  a  p r o s t i t u t e .  In 
the  f i c t i o n a l  w o r ld  o f  1848 , t h e r e  c a n  b e  no r e f o r m a t i o n  fo r  
E s t h e r ;  s h e  h a s  to  d ie .  T he t im e  h a s  n o t  y e t  c o m e  w h e n  
r e p e n t a n c e  w i l l  b e  a l lo w e d  to  go  u n p u n c tu a te d  b y  d e a th ,  but  
w h a t  i s  im p o r t a n t  i n  th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  E s t h e r ' s  s in  i s  M a r y ' s  
r e s p o n s e ,  th a t  o f  a t r u e  h u m a n i t a r ia n  w h o  h a s  c o m e  to  lo v e  
and  to  o f f e r  h e lp  to  s i n n e r s .  She t e l l s  J e m  W il s o n ,  "Oh, 
b r in g  h e r  h o m e ,  and  w e  w i l l  l o v e  h e r  s o ,  w e ' l l  m a k e  h e r  g o o d .  " 
T h u s ,  M a r y ,  w ho  i s  f o r  a t im e  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  i m a g e d  as  a  
p r o s t i t u t e ,  a s s u m e s  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  M a g d a l e n - - s e l f l e s s n e s s  
and c h a r i t y .  In C h a r le s  K i n g s l e y ' s  A lto n  L o c k e , T a i l o r  and
5 (New York, 1958), p. 378.
P o e t  (1851), th e  t i t l e  c h a r a c t e r ’s f i r s t  p o e m ,  s e t  in  "a lo n e  
P a c i f i c  w o r ld ,  " d e p ic t s  "a t r o o p  o f  n a k e d  i s l a n d  b e a u t i e s .  "
W h en  S a n d y  M a c k a y e ,  c r e a t e d  in  th e  i m a g e  and l i k e n e s s  o f  
C a r l y l e ,  h e a r s  t h i s ,  h e  g r o w s  in d ig n a n t  and t a k e s  th e  d e f la t e d  
A lto n  on  a to u r  o f  S t .  G i le s  w h e r e  the  y o u n g  p o e t  i s  in t r o d u c e d  
to  L i z z y ,  a  s e a m s t r e s s  f o r c e d  to  p r o s t i t u t io n  in  o r d e r  to  g e t  
fo o d ,  and E l l e n ,  a  s i c k e n e d  and e m a c i a t e d  g i r l  w h o  i s  th a n k fu l  
th a t  d i s f i g u r a t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  s m a l l p o x  k e e p s  h e r  f r o m  jo in in g  
h e r  f r i e n d  in  s in .   ̂ T h e s e  p r o s t i t u t e s  a c t  o n ly  as  a  s p u r  b y  w h ic h  
A lt o n ' s  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g i e s  a r e  to  b e  r e d i r e c t e d  to  d e p ic t i n g  th e  
s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  w ith  w h ic h  the h u m a n i t a r ia n  s h o u ld  c o n c e r n  
h i m s e l f .  A nd f i n a l l y  in  C an  Y ou  F o r g i v e  H e r , a l th o u g h  T r o l lo p e  
i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  the r o l e  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n ,  
h e  u s e s  th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  tw o  c h a r a c t e r s  to  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  o r d e r  
to  m a n ip u la te  h is  r e a d e r ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s .  B o th  
G e o r g e  V a v a s o r  and B u r g o  F i t z g e r a l d  s e e k  f o r t u n e s  b y  w in n in g  
w o m e n  th a t  h a v e  m o n e y .  T he r e a d e r ' s  c o m p a r a t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  
th e  tw o  r e s t s  in  p a r t  o n  th e  f a c t  th a t  B u r  g o ' s  a t t e m p t ,  a s  w e  
h a v e  s e e n ,  i n v o l v e s  a d u l t e r y  w h i le  G e o r g e ' s  m e r e l y  m e a n s  th a t
6 A lt o n  L o c k e , T a i l o r  and P o e t , in  T h e  L if e  and W o rk s  o f  
C h a r le s  K i n g s l e y , in  N in e t e e n  V o lu m e s  (L on d on , 1902),  VII, 
1 9 8 - 2 0 5 .
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h e  m u s t  m a r r y  f o r  m o n e y .  B ut G e o r g e  h a s  h a d  a  m i s t r e s s ,  a  
g i r l  h e  s e d u c e d  f r o m  h e r  p a r e n t s '  h o m e .  He i s  t i r e d  o f  h e r  and  
g e t s  r id  o f  h e r  k n o w in g  w e l l  w h a t  m u s t  b e c o m e  o f  h e r .  B u r g o ,  
on  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  f o r  a l l  h i s  d i s s i p a t i o n  i s  at l e a s t  h u m a n e .
W h en  h e  i s  a c c o s t e d  o n  th e  s t r e e t  b y  a  f r e e z i n g  p r o s t i t u t e ,  he  
b u y s  h e r  a  m e a l  and g i v e s  h e r  th e  l a s t  o f  h i s  m o n e y .  In t h i s  w a y  
T r o l lo p e  r e v e a l s  th a t  B u r g o  i s  c a p a b le  o f  lo v e  and e v a l u a t e s  
h im  and h i s  p la n  o f  a d u l t e r y  a s  h u m a n e ly ,  i f  n o t  l e g a l l y ,  p r e f e r a b l e  
to  G e o r g e ' s  p la n  to  m a k e  a  l o v e l e s s  b u t m o n e t a r i l y  a d v a n ta g e o u s  
m a r r i a g e .
In th is  c h a p t e r ,  th e n ,  I p la n  to  e x a m i n e  t h r e e  n o v e l s  w h ic h  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on  th e  r e f o r m e r s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s .  T h e f i r s t ,  T r o l l o p e ' s  
T h e  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p t o n  (1870), c o n c e n t r a t e s  on  the s o c i a l  o b s t a ­
c l e s  o f  r e t u r n in g  a r e f o r m e d  p r o s t i t u t e  to  s o c i e t y .  T he s e c o n d ,  
M i s s  F e l i c i a  S k e n e ' s  H id d e n  D e p th s  (1866), d e p ic t s  the s o c i a l  
o b s t a c l e s  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  o n e s e l f  to  a s e l f l e s s  i d e a l  and th e  r e s u l t i n g  
s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d s  f o r  th e  C h r i s t i a n  w i l l i n g  to  o v e r c o m e  t h e s e  
o b s t a c l e s .  T he l a s t ,  M r s .  H o u s t o u n 's  "R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y " 
(1863), e v a l u a t e s  th e  m o r a l  e f f i c a c y  o f  s u c h  c o n d u c t  b y  p r e s e n t i n g  
a s  th e  r e f o r m e r  a  w o m a n  w ho  i s  h e r s e l f  a r e f o r m e d  p r o s t i t u t e .  A l l  
t h r e e  n o v e l s  e m p h a s i z e  th e  t e m p o r a l  d u t ie s  o f  m a n  th a t  a r e  
s p i r i t u a l l y  e f f i c a c i o u s  in  h i s  q u e s t  f o r  h e a v e n .
212
A c c o r d i n g  to  S a m u e l  C h e w ,  T r o l l o p e ' s  " c l e r g y m e n  a r e
n
E n g l i s h m e n  f i r s t  and d iv in e s  o n ly  a  lo n g  w a y  a f t e r .  H o w e v e r ,  
F r a n k  F e n w ic k ,  the  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n ,  m ig h t  be d e s c r i b e d  
m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  a  C h r i s t ia n  h u m a n i t a r ia n ,  fo r  a l th o u g h  a  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  c l e r g y ,  F e n w i c k ’s p r in c i p a l  c o n c e r n  s e e m s  to  be  
h i s  p a r i s h o n e e r s  1 t e m p o r a l  w e l f a r e .
T r o l l o p e ' s  d e p ic t i o n  o f  the p r o s t i t u t e  and h e r  p l ig h t  i n  T he  
V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p t o n  i s  q u ite  p o s s i b l y  th e  m o s t  s e n s i b l e  p ic t u r e  
o f  the n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  C a r r y  B r a t t l e  i s  n o t  in n a t e ly  d e p r a v e d ,  
n o r  i s  s h e  p u r e  b u t  u n s u s p e c t i n g l y  s e d u c e d .  S h e i s  s i m p l y  a  g i r l
O
" d o o m e d  b y  h e r  b e a u ty "  w h o  in  h e r  y o u th  and in n o c e n c e  l o v e s  
and a l l o w s  h e r s e l f  t e m p o r a r i l y  to  f o r g e t  the  s a n c t i t y  and b l e s s e d ­
n e s s  o f  c h a s t i t y .  T r o l l o p e ’s r e a l  c o n c e r n  in  t e l l i n g  C a r r y ' s  
s t o r y  i s  to  d e p ic t  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  w o r ld ,  w ith  i t s  i l l -  
p r o p o r t io n e d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  c h a s t i t y ,  k e e p s  the s i n n e r  f r o m  
l e a v i n g  h e r  t r a d e .
T h e  f i r s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  f a l l e n  C a r r y  i s  o f  n o  E v a n g e l i c a l l y  
c o n c e i v e d  h e d o n i s t  but o f  a p a t h e t ic  c r e a t u r e  w h o  h a s  s o u g h t  to
7A L i t e r a r y  H i s t o r y  o f  E n g la n d , e d .  A lb e r t  C. B a u g h ,
2nd e d .  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1967),  p. 1362.
^ A n th o n y  T r o l l o p e ,  T h e V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n  (N e w  Y o rk ,
1910), II 3 5 6 .
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r e g a i n  m a t e r i a l l y  w h a t  s h e  k n o w s  i s  l o s t  s p i r i t u a l l y :
T h e r e  w e r e  th e  r e m a i n s  o f  g r e a t  b e a u t y  i n  th e  f a c e ,  - -  
o r  r a t h e r ,  the p r e s e n c e  o f  b e a u ty ,  b u t  o f  b e a u t y  o b s c u r e d  
b y  f l u s h e s  o f  r io to u s  l i v in g  and p e r i o d s  o f  w a n t ,  b y  i l l -  
h e a l t h ,  h a r s h  u s a g e ,  an d , w o r s t  o f  a l l ,  b y  the s h a r p  
a g o n ie s  o f  an  i n t e r m i t t e n t  c o n s c i e n c e .  It w a s  a  p a le ,  
g e n t le  f a c e ,  on  w h i c h  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  s t r e a k s  o f  p in k ,  -~  
a  s o f t ,  la u g h in g  f a c e  i t  had b e e n  o n c e ,  and  s t i l l  t h e r e  
w a s  a  g l e a m  o f  l i g h t  in  th e  e y e s  th a t  to ld  o f  p a s t  m e r r i m e n t ,  
and a l m o s t  p r o m i s e d  m i r t h  to  c o m e ,  i f  o n ly  s o m e  g r e a t  
e v i l  m ig h t  be c u r e d .  H e r  lo n g  f la x e n  c u r l s  s t i l l  h u ng  d ow n  
h e r  f a c e  b u t  th e y  w e r e  l a r g e r ,  and „ . . m o r e  t a w d r y  th a n  
o f  y o r e ;  and h e r  c h e e k s  w e r e  th in ,  and h e r  e y e s  w e r e  
h o l lo w ;  and th e n  t h e r e  had c o m e  a c r o s s  h e r  m o u th  th a t  
lo o k  o f  b o l d n e s s  w h ic h  the u s e  o f  b a d ,  s h a r p  w o r d s ,  
h a l f - w i c k e d  and h a l f - w i t t y ,  w i l l  a lw a y s  g iv e .  (I, 2 3 5 - 2 3 6 )
T h u s ,  th e  n a r r a t o r  r e a d s  in  C a r r y ' s  f a c e ,  in  E v a n g e l i c a l  s t y l e ,  
th e  e f f e c t s  o f  h e r  s in f u l  l i f e ,  but l ik e  on e  o f  th e  w o m e n  in t e r v i e w e d  
b y  M a y h e w ,  C a r r y  " a in 't  t h o r o u g h ly  h a r d e n e d  y e t .  " M ix e d  
t o g e t h e r  a r e  "the s w e e t  o u tw a r d  f la v o u r  o f  in n o c e n c e "  and th e  
" h e a v y  hand" o f  " v ic e "  (I, 2 3 6 ) .  F o r  T r o l lo p e  th is  m i x t u r e  i s  
im p o r t a n t ,  fo r  in  T h e  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n  he s e t s  h i m s e l f  
s q u a r e l y  a g a in s t  the i d e a  th a t  on e  f a l s e  s t e p  i r r e v o c a b l y  d e p r a v e s  
a  g i r l ' s  n a tu r e  and d e s t r o y s  a l l  " f la v o u r  o f  i n n o c e n c e .  "
If h e r  i n d i s c r e t i o n  h a s  n o t  d e p r a v e d  h e r  n a t u r e ,  i t  h a s  
b l ig h t e d  h e r  h o p e s  f o r  a  m e a n in g f u l  and  h a p p y  fu tu r e  a s  a w if e  
and m o t h e r .  She s a y s ,  "I n e v e r  h ad  a h u sb a n d ,  n o r  n e v e r  s h a l l ,
I s u p p o s e .  W hat m a n  w o ii ld  ta k e  the l i k e s  o f  m e "  (I, 2 3 8 ) .  T h u s ,
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C a r r y ' s  o n ly  h o p e  i s  to  "die and h a v e  d on e  w i t h  i t  . . .  . W h at's  
th e  u s e  o' l i v in g "  (I, 2 3 8 )?  A s  a  h u m a n i t a r ia n  T r o l lo p e ' s  
c o n c e r n  i s  t e m p o r a l ,  f o r  i t  i s  h e r  e a r t h l y  nan -fu tu re  r a t h e r  
th a n  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  a f t e r l i f e  o v e r  w h ic h  C a r r y  d e s p a i r s .  P o s s i b l y  
r e f e r r i n g  to  H o o d 's  " B r id g e  o f  S ig h s ,  " th e  g i r l  a n t i c i p a t e s  th e  
s a m e  fu tu r e  s e e n  b y  N a n c y  and  M a r th a  E n d e l l ,  b u t  C a r r y ' s  
W a t e r lo o  B r i d g e  i s  to  be  fou n d  a t  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  m i l l :
S o m e t i m e s  I th in k  I ' l l  w a lk  t h e r e  a l l  th e  d a y ,  and so  
g e t  t h e r e  a t  n ig h t ,  and j u s t  lo o k  ab ou t the o ld  p la c e ,  
o n ly  I k n o w  I'd d r o w n  m y s e l f  in  th e  m i l l - s t r e a m .  I 
w i s h  I h ad . I w i s h  i t  w a s  d o n e .  I 'v e  s e e d  an  o ld  
p o e m  in  w h ic h  t h e y  th o u g h t  m u c h  o f  a  p o o r  g i r l  a f t e r  
s h e  w a s  d r o w n e d ,  th o u g h  n o b o d y  w o u ld n ' t  th in k  
n o th in g  a t  a l l  a b o u t  h e r  b e f o r e .  (I, 2 4 2 )
T o  g e t  th e  g i r l  f r e e  o f  a l i f e  th a t  s h e  d e s p i s e s ,  n o t  s o  m u c h  b e ­
c a u s e  i t  i s  s in f u l  b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  j u s t  f u t u r e l e s s ,  F e n w ic k  
m u s t  f in d  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  p la c e  f o r  the g i r l  to  g o .  He p r o m i s e s  
th a t  he w i l l  s p a r e  h e r  th e  w r e t c h e d  i n s t i t u t io n s  th a t  e x i s t  f o r  
p e o p le  l i k e  h e r  w h e n  s h e  a n t i c i p a t e s  th e  p la c e  he c o n s i d e r s  
s e n d in g  h e r :  " . . .  a p r i s o n ,  o r  to  l i v e  a lo n g  w ith  a lo t  o f  o t h e r s .  
Oh, M r .  F e n w i c k ,  I n o t  s ta n d  th at"  (II, 2 4 3 ) .  She r e q u i r e s  
f r e e d o m  to  c o m e  and go  b u t  lo v e  to  k e e p  h e r  f r o m  g o in g  a s t r a y  
a g a in ,  f o r  " T h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  a l i f e  o f  f e v e r e d ,  th o u g h  m o s t  
m i s e r a b l e ,  e x c i t e m e n t ,  to  on e  o f  d u l l  p l e a s u r e l e s s ,  and u t t e r l y
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u n i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o p r i e t y ,  i s  on e  th a t  c a n  h a r d ly  be m a d e  w ith o u t  
th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  b in d in g  c o n t r o l"  (II, 2 3 ) .  T h u s ,  T r o l lo p e  
s e e m s  f a r  to o  h u m a n ly  c o n c e r n e d  to  o f f e r  a n y  s o lu t io n  in  w h ic h  
v ir tu e  i s  i t s  ow n  r e w a r d .
C a r r y  sh o u ld  b e  p la c e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a t  h e r  h o m e  w h e r e  s h e  
c o u ld  r e s p o n d  to  the t e n d e r  a f f e c t i o n  o f  h e r  s i s t e r  F a n n y  and  
"to h e r  m o t h e r ' s  s o f t n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  to  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  c a r e  
(II, 2 3 ) .  B ut th is  m o s t  l o g i c a l  and s u i t a b le  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i s  
b lo c k e d  b y  C a r r y ' s  h a r s h  f a t h e r  w h o  r e f u s e s  e v e n  to  s p e a k  o f  
h i s  d a u g h te r  w h o  w a s  but w ho  i s  n o w  "a th in g ,  s o m e w h e r e ,  
n e v e r  to  b e  m e n t io n e d "  (I, 4 9 ) .  A lth o u g h  a p r o f e s s e d  p a g a n ,  
h i s  m o r a l  s y s t e m  i s  d e c i d e d l y  E v a n g e l i c a l :  "In a l l  th e  w h o le
w o r ld ,  " he  s a y s ,  " th e r e  i s  n o th in g  s o  v i l e  a s  a h a r lo t"  (II, 157).
U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  C a r r y ,  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  s e e m s  to  h a v e  
a b o u t  th e  s a m e  o p in io n  o f  th e  w h o r e ' s  w i c k e d n e s s .  F e n w ic k  c a n n o t  
ta k e  h e r  in  at the v i c a r a g e  and l e t  h e r  w o r k  as  a s e r v a n t ,  o b j e c t s  
M r s .  F e n w ic k ,  b e c a u s e  n on e  o f  the o th e r  s e r v a n t s  w o u ld  s t a y  
(I, 2 5 3 ) .  B e c a u s e  C a r r y  w o u ld  n o t  s u b j e c t  h e r s e l f  to  a r e f o r m a ­
t o r y ,  F e n w ic k  p r o m i s e s  n ot to  t r y  to p la c e  h e r  t h e r e .  And e v e n  
the  m o s t  s q u a l id  of h o t e l s  r e f u s e s  to  a l l o w  th e  g i r l  to  r e m a i n  t h e r e .  
T h e m i s t r e s s  o f  the T h r e e  H o n e s t  M e n  H o t e l  e v e n  a c c u s e s  
F e n w i c k  o f  i m m o r a l i t y  w h e n  he  c o m e s  to  ta k e  C a r r y  aw ay:
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She w a s  d ru n k , and d ir t y ,  a s  fo u l  a  th in g  a s  th e  e y e  
c o u ld  lo o k  upon; e v e r y  o th e r  w o r d  w a s  a n  o a th ,  and  
no p h r a s e  u s e d  b y  th e  l o w e s t  o f  m e n  in  t h e i r  l o w e s t  
p f m o m e n t s  w a s  to o  h o t  o r  t o o  bad  f o r  h e r  w o m a n ' s  
to n g u e ;  and y e t  t h e r e  w a s  the in d ig n a t io n  o f  o u tr a g e d  
v ir t u e  in  h e r  d e m e a n o u r  and in  h e r  la n g u a g e ,  b e ­
c a u s e  t h i s  s t r a n g e r  had c o m e  to  h e r  d o o r  a s k in g  
a f t e r  a g i r l  w h o  had  b e e n  le d  a s tra y ,,  (II, 17-18)
C a r r y ' s  b r o t h e r  S a m  s u m s  u p  s u c c i n c t l y  the  g e n e r a l  a t t i tu d e  
to w a r d s  h is  s i s t e r ' s  s i n - - t h e  w o r ld  i s ,  h e  s a y s ,  " D ow n  on i t ,  
l i k e  a d o g  o n  a ra t"  (I, 3 4 8 ) .
A nd  e x c e p t  fo r  S a m  and th e  g i r l ' s  m o t h e r ,  e v e n  h e r  f a m i l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e s  in  th e  w o r l d ' s  o p in io n .  J a c o b  B r a t t l e ' s  r e n u n c ia t io n  
of h i s  d a u g h te r  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  n o te d .  W hen  F e n w ic k  t r i e s  to  
s o f t e n  th e  h e a r t  o f  C a r r y ' s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  b y  r e m i n d i n g  h e r  o f  
M a r y  M a g d a le n ,  th e  w o m a n  r e p l i e s :
P e r h a p s  s h e  h a d n 't  g o t  no f a t h e r ,  n o r  b r o t h e r s ,  and  
s i s t e r s ,  and s i s t e r s - i n - l a w ,  as  w o u ld  be p r e t t y  w e l l  
b r o k e n - h e a r t e d  w h e n  h e r  v i l e n e s s  w o u ld  be c a s t  up  
a g a in '  ' e m .  P e r h a p s  s h e  h a d n ' t  g o t  n o  d e c e n t  h o u s e  
o v e r  h e r  h e a d  a fo r e  sh e  b e g u n  . . . .  T h e m  d a y s  and  
o u r s  i s n ' t  the  s a m e ,  M r .  F e n w ic k ,  and y o u  c a n 't  
m a k e  ' e m  th e  s a m e .  A nd Our S a v io u r  i s n ' t  h e r e  n o w  
to  s a y  w h o  i s  to  be a M a r y  M a g d a le n  and w ho  i s n ' t .
(II, 3 1 -3 2 )
M r .  J a y ,  th e  h u sb a n d  o f  C a r r y ' s  s i s t e r ,  r e v e a l s  to  F e n w ic k  an  
in h u m a n e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  th a t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l i s m  d e p lo r e d  
b y  th e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s :
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H e w a s  q u ite  w i l l i n g  th a t  p o o r  C a r r y ' s  s o u l  sh o u ld  be  
s a v e d .  T h a t  w o u ld  n a t u r a l ly  be M r .  F e n w i c k ' s  a f f a ir .
B u t  a s  to  s a v i n g  h e r  b o d y ,  w ith  an y  c o - o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  
h i m s e l f  o r  M r s .  J a y ,  -  - h e  d id  n o t  s e e  h i s  w a y  at a l l  
th r o u g h  s u c h  a  jo b  a s  th a t  . . . .
"I d o n 't  k n o w  w h e t h e r  a l m o s t  th e  b e s t  th in g  f o r  ' e m  
i s n ' t  t o  d i e ,  -  - o f  c o u r s e  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  r e p e n t e d ,  M r .  
F e n w i c k .  Y ou  s e e ,  s i r ,  i t  i s  s o  v e r y  lo w ,  and s o  s h a m e f u l ,  
and t h e y  do b r in g  s u c h  d i s g r a c e  on t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  " (II, 88 )
If C a r r y  B r a t t l e  i s  to  h a v e  a n y  b e t t e r  fa te  th a n  th e  m i l l -  
s t r e a m ,  t h e r e  m u s t  be s o m e o n e  w i l l i n g  to  g iv e  o f  h i m s e l f  fo r  th e  
g i r l ,  one  w h o s e  g u id in g  p r in c i p l e  i s  s o m e t h in g  o th e r  th a n  "Do  
un to  o t h e r s  a s  y o u  th in k  t h e y  w o u ld  do  u n to  y o u "  (II, 90 ) .  T h is  
s o m e o n e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  the  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n  w h o s e  h u m a n  
s y m p a t h i e s  f o r  th e  g i r l  l e a d  h im  to  h e lp  h e r  w h e n  e v e n  h i s  w ife  
c o n s i d e r s  h i s  a t t e m p t s  a s  i l l - a d v i s e d  (II, 14). L ik e  G la d s to n e ,
M r .  F e n w ic k  d o e s  n o t  e s c a p e  h a v in g  h is  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  u s e d  
a g a i n s t  h i m ,  f o r  th e  M a r q u is  o f  T r o w b r id g e  b r u i t s  a b o u t  s l a n d e r o u s  
r u m o r s  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  v i c a r ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  a  p r o s t i t u t e .  T he  
m a r q u i s  s t a r t s  a  r u m o r ,  w e  a r e  t o ld ,  " that th e  V ic a r  o f  B u l l ­
h a m p to n  w a s  *  * * " (II, 102).
In s p i t e  o f  s e t b a c k s ,  h o w e v e r ,  F e n w ic k ' s  h u m a n  c h a r i t y  
s e r v e s  T r o l lo p e  a s  a m o d e l  f o r  the  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  C h r i s t ia n .
He l a c k s  th e  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  t h o s e  a r o u n d  h i m  an d , c o n s e ­
q u e n t ly ,  d e f e n d s  C a r r y :  " H ave  w e  n o t  a l l  s o  s in n e d  a s  to  d e s e r v e
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e t e r n a l  p u n is h m e n t"  (I, 171)? H is  h u m a n e n e s s  e v e n  f r ig h t e n s  
C a r r y ' s  m o t h e r ,  a s t r i c t  and p io u s  w o m a n ,  a lb e i t  the  g i r l ' s  
m o t h e r ,  f o r  M r .  F e n w ic k  s p e a k s  to  h e r  " so  t e n d e r l y  o f  h e r  
e r r i n g ,  f a l l e n  c h i ld ,  n e v e r  c a l l i n g  h e r  a  c a s t a w a y ,  t a lk in g  o f  
h e r  a s  C a r r y ,  w h o  m ig h t  y e t  be w o r th y  o f  h a p p i n e s s  h e r e  and  
o f  a l l  j o y  h e r e a f t e r ;  th a t  w h e n  s h e  th o u g h t  a b o u t  h im  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  
o f  G od , w h o s e  d u ty  i t  w a s  to  p r o n o u n c e  G o d 's  t h r e a t s  to  e r r i n g  
h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  s h e  w a s  a l m o s t  a l a r m e d .  S h e  c o u ld  h a r d ly  
u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  l e n i e n c y ,  - - h i s  a b s t i n e n c e  f r o m  r e p r o o f "  (I, 6 1 -6 2 ) .  
B e c a u s e  F e n w i c k  " n e v e r  h a r d e n e d  h i s  h e a r t  a g a in s t  a  s i n n e r ,  
u n l e s s  th e  s i n  i m p l i e d  p r e t e n s e  and f a l s e h o o d "  (I, 2 3 6 ) ,  w h e n  
h e  f i r s t  s e e s  the f a l l e n  C a r r y  h e  h a s  no  w i s h  to  r e v i l e  h e r .
R a t h e r  in  h i s  h u m a n e n e s s ,  h e  lo n g s  to  ta k e  h e r  in to  h i s  a r m s  
and  b e g  h e r  to  b e  a  b e t t e r  p e r s o n ,  to  c o n v in c e  h e r  to  b e  b e t t e r  
b y  s h o w in g  h e r  th a t  s h e  i s  l o v e d  (I, 2 3 6 ) .  T h is  s a m e  h u m a n i t y  
r i s e s  u p  in  h im  w h e n  C a r r y  m o u r n s  o v e r  th e  f a c t  th a t  no one  in  
th e  w o r ld  c o u ld  l o v e  s u c h  a  s i n n e r  as  h e r s e l f :
He th o u g h t  f o r  a m o m e n t  th a t  h e  w o u ld  t e l l  h e r  th a t  
the  L o r d  lo v e d  h e r ;  but t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h in g  h u m a n  a t  
h is  h e a r t ,  s o m e t h i n g  p e r h a p s  to o  h u m a n ,  w h ic h  m a d e  
h i m  f e e l  th a t  w e r e  h e  d o w n  lo w  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d ,  s o m e  
l o v e  th a t  w a s  n e a r e r  to  h i m ,  s o m e  lo v e  th a t  w a s  m o r e  
e a s i l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  m o r e  p a lp a b ly  f e l t ,  
w o u ld  in  h i s  f r a i l t y  and h i s  w i c k e d n e s s  be o f  m o r e  
i m m e d i a t e  a v a i l  to  h im  th a n  the  lo v e  e v e n  o f  th e  L o r d  God.
(I, 2 4 0 )
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B e c a u s e  th e  lo v e  o f  G od i s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  F e n w ic k  
t e l l s  C a r r y  s i m p l y  th a t  h e  h i m s e l f  l o v e s  h e r .  It i s  t h i s  h u m a n e ­
n e s s  th a t  d i c t a t e s  F e n w i c k ' s  e n t i r e  t h e o r y  o f  h i s  o w n  r o l e  a s  
G o d 's  e m i s s a r y  o n  e a r t h .  S a v in g  C a r r y ' s  s o u l  i s  v e r y  im p o r t a n t ,  
he t e l l s  th e  g i r l ' s  w o r l d l y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ;  " B u t w e  m u s t  ge.t at  
th a t  b y  s a v in g  h e r  in  t h i s  w o r ld  f i r s t "  (II, 8 7 ) .
In th is  w a y  T r o l lo p e  e s t a b l i s h e s  th e  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  the  
t e m p o r a l  a f f e c t s  th e  s p i r i t u a l  r e a l m  o f  th e  e t e r n a l .  A nd th is  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  th e  c r u x ,  n o t  o n ly  o f  F e n w i c k ' s  C h r i s t ia n i t y ,  
b u t  o f  th a t  o f  a l l  th e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  d u ty  t r e a t e d  
in  th is  c h a p t e r  w h o  r e s p o n d  to  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  s e t  a d r i f t  on  an  
E v a n g e l i c a l  s e a  o f  p i t i l e s s  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  L a r g e l y  th r o u g h  
h is  e f f o r t s  th e  g i r l  i s  r e i n s t a t e d  a t  h e r  f a m i l y ' s  h o m e ,  and  
l a r g e l y  th r o u g h  h e r  o w n  s w e e t n e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  
r o o t e d  o u t  and d e s t r o y e d  b y  s i n ,  C a r r y  w in s  b a c k  the  a f f e c t i o n  
o f  h e r  h a r d  and  s tu b b o r n  f a t h e r .
T r o l lo p e  d o e s  n o t  d e n y  th e  s i n f u l n e s s  o f  u n c h a s t i t y .  He 
m a k e s  i t  v e r y  c l e a r  at th e  en d  o f  T h e  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n  th a t  
C a r r y ' s  s i n  h a s  c o s t  h e r  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  th a t  h e r  l i f e ' s  h a p p i n e s s  
i s  to be o n ly  th a t  w h ic h  w i l l  c o m e  a s  h e r  p a r e n t ' s  c h i ld ;  s h e  
k n o w s  th a t  "no l o v e r  s h o u ld  c o m e  and a s k  h e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  w ith  
h im  a h o m e s t e a d  o f  t h e i r  ow n"  (II, 3 5 6 ) .  B u t i f  s i n  d e p r i v e s  h e r
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o f  w h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  an  i d y l l i c  l i f e ,  i t  s h o u ld  n o t  d e p r iv e  
h e r  to o  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f .  It s h o u ld  n o t  f o r c e  h e r  in to  a h o r r i b l e  
n o n - l i f e  o f  f u t u r e l e s s  p r o s t i t u t io n  o r  d r iv e  h e r  t o " s t a r v e ,  o r  
d ie  i n  a  d itc h "  (II, 3 2 ) .  If the  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  s u c h  as  M r .  J a y ,  
had  t h e i r  w a y ,  t h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  wouLd h a p p e n  to  th e  s i n n e r .  
T h is  i s  the  t r a g e d y  T r o l lo p e  a t t e m p te d  to  a v e r t  b y  c h a n g in g  the  
a t t i t u d e s  o f  the  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  to w a r d s  th e  f a l l e n  s i n n e r .
If T r o l l o p e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  the  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d s  p r o s t i ­
tu t e s  and s e x u a l  s i n  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l ly  a c c u r a t e ,  th e  t a s k  o f  the  
C h r i s t i a n  w a s  in d e e d  e n n o b l in g  and s a n c t i f y in g .  T r o l lo p e  b y  
and l a r g e  i g n o r e s  th e  r e w a r d s  th a t  c o m e  to  M r .  F e n w ic k  b y  
v ir tu e  o f  h i s  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m .  One c a n  a s s u m e  th a t  h is  t e m p o r a l  
r e w a r d  i s  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  k n o w in g  th a t  he  h a s  h e lp e d  r e s t o r e  
v a lu e  to  a h u m a n  l i f e ,  but th e  n o v e l i s t  n e v e r  e v e n  m e n t io n s  t h i s .  
A lth o u g h  h i s  s o c i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  k e e p s  h im  f r o m  d w e l l i n g  on  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d s ,  T r o l lo p e  o b v io u s ly  f e e l s  th a t  the  V ic a r  i s  
th e  t r u e  C h r i s t ia n ,  th a t  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d  f o r  h i s  h u m a n  
c h a r i t y  i s  to  be r e a p e d  in  the  a f t e r l i f e .  In the s e c o n d  n o v e l  
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  M i s s  S k e n e ' s  H id d en  D e p t h s , i t  i s  the  
s p i r i t u a l  r e  a i m - - s p i r i t u a l  o b l ig a t io n s  and s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d s  - -  
th a t  i s  f o c u s e d  u p o n  r a t h e r  th a n  the  t e m p o r a l .
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T h e  s e d u c e d  and a b a n d o n ed  p r o s t i t u t e s  o f  H id d e n  D e p th s  
a r e  L o is  and A n n ie  B r o o k ,  G e o r g e  C o u r te n a y  t e m p t s  L o i s  
a w a y  f r o m  h e r  l o w e r  c l a s s  b u t r e s p e c t a b l e  h o m e  on  th e  e s t a t e  
o f  h is  f i a n c e e ' s  au nt and u n c le .   ̂ H e e s t a b l i s h e s  h e r  as  h is  
m i s t r e s s  and th e n  t h r e a t e n s  to  e x p e l  h e r  u n l e s s  s h e  s e n d s  fo r  
h e r  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r .  W hen  th e  in n o c e n t  A n n ie  a r r i v e s ,  C o u r te n a y  
g i v e s  h e r  to  a  f r ie n d  w ho  la c k s  the  c o l o n e l ' s  p e r s e v e r a n c e  
(I, 6 9 - 7 0 ) .  W hen he t i r e s  o f  L o i s ,  C o u r te n a y  s e n d s  h e r  to  a  
h o t e l  and l e a v e s  h e r  to  g e t  a lo n g  a s  b e s t  s h e  c a n .  T he g i r l  
b e c o m e s  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  and w h e n  C o u r te n a y  r e f u s e s  to  h a v e  
a n y th in g  m o r e  to  do w ith  h e r ,  r e f u s e s  e v e n  to  a l l o w  h e r  to  
b e c o m e  h i s  s e r v a n t ,  s h e  d r o w n s  h e r s e l f  (I, 74 ) ,  H er  d y in g  w i s h ,  
w h ic h  s h e  w r i t e s  d ow n  and c a r r i e s  w ith  h e r  to h e r  d e a t h ,  i s  
th a t  G e o r g e  f in d  A nn ie  and m a k e  r e p a r a t i o n  fo r  th e  w r o n g  th a t  
b o th  L o i s  and he h a v e  done to  h e r  (I, 73 ) .  L o i s  d i e s ,  th e n ,  
w o r r i e d  ab ou t the w e l f a r e  o f  s o m e o n e  e l s e  and s t i l l  b l in d  to  th e  
c a l l o u s n e s s  and u n c o n c e r n  o f  h e r  s e d u c e r  w h o m  s h e  f o r g i v e s .
B u t i f  G e o r g e  r e m a i n s  d e a f  to L o i s ' s  a p p l ic a t io n ,  h is  s i s t e r  
E r n e s t i n e  d o e s  n o t .  W hen s h e  a c c i d e n t a l l y  l e a r n s  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r ' s  
i m m o r a l i t y  and the  c l a i m  th a t  th e  d y in g  L o i s  m a k e s  on  h im ,
^H id d en  D e p th s  (E d in b u r g h ,  1866), I, 6 5 - 6 6 .
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E r n e s t i n e  v o w s  to  be h is  s u r r o g a t e ,  fo r  " so  w e l l  had  s h e  lo v e d  
h im ,  th a t  [ L o i s ' s ]  a g o n y  s e e m e d  to  f a l l  l ik e  h e a v y  g u i l t  o n  h e r  o w n  
s o u l;  and s h e  f e l t  th a t  „ . . h is  v i c t i m  m u s t  b e c o m e  h e r  o w n  
m o s t  s a c r e d  c h a r g e "  (I, 4 8 ) ,  E r n e s t i n e  w e l c o m e s  h e r  du ty  n o t  
o n ly  fo r  i t s  o w n  s a k e  but b e c a u s e  i t  g i v e s  p u r p o s e  to  h e r  l i f e  
w h ic h  h a s  h e r e t o f o r e  b e e n  s p e n t  in  m e a n i n g l e s s  i d l e n e s s .
T h e  r e s t  o f  the  w o r ld ,  h o w e v e r ,  lo o k s  u p o n  E r n e s t i n e ' s  
v o w  w ith  a n y th in g  b u t  a p p r o v a l .  W hen  s h e  t e l l s  h e r  aunt,  L a d y  
B e a u f o r t ,  th a t  s h e  p la n s  to d e v o te  h e r s e l f  to  s a v in g  the " p e r i s h in g  
s o u l"  o f  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  th e  s h o c k e d ,  s o c i e t y - m i n d e d  w o m a n  r e p l i e s ,  
"A s o u l ,  in d e e d !  m u c h  s h e  c a r e s  w h e t h e r  s h e  h a s  a s o u l  o r  not;  
and  i f  s h e  h a s ,  p r a y ,  w h a t  h a v e  y o u  to  do  w ith  it"  (I, 132)?
H u gh  L in g a r d ,  h e r  f i a n c e ,  a s k s  a s i m i l a r  q u e s t io n :  "W hy s h o u ld
y o u  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  do w ith  s u c h  a on e  a s  s h e  i s "  (I, 134)? D r .  
G r a n b y ,  th e  d ig n i f i e d  r e c t o r  o f  S t. G r e g o r y ' s ,  i s  a l s o  s h o c k e d  
at the g i r l ' s  p r o p o s a l .  W hen  s h e  a s k s  h im  i f  h i s  d u ty  a s  a p a s t o r  
d o e s  n o t  r e q u ir e  th a t  h e  to o  s e a r c h  o u t  and s a v e  l o s t  s h e e p ,  he  
r e p l i e s :
A h e m !  w i t h in  p r o p e r  l i m i t s ,  c e r t a in ly ;  w h e r e v e r  
t h e r e  a p p e a r s  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  h op e  o f  m y  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  
b e in g  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  no r i s k  o f  m y  
s a c r e d  p e r s o n - - I  m e a n ,  m y  s a c r e d  o f f i c e - - b e i n g  
t r e a t e d  w ith  i r r e v e r e n c e .  (I, 192)
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A s  a m o d e l  f o r  r e d i r e c t i n g  h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  e n e r g i e s ,  D r ,  G r a n b y  
s u g g e s t s  to  E r n e s t i n e  h i s  ow n  d a u g h te r  w h o  " v i s i t s  th e  in fa n t -  
s c h o o l  o n c e  a  w e e k ,  and i t  i s  m o s t  c h e e r i n g  to  s e e  h o w  s h e  h a s  
ta u g h t  th e  in n o c e n t  l i t t l e  o n e s  to  c l a p  t h e i r  h a n d s  in  u n is o n "
(I, 195). T h e s e  e x a m p l e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  do n o t  d au n t E r n e s t i n e .  
T h e o n ly  c o n c e s s i o n  s h e  m a k e s  i s  to  H ugh , f o r  he i s  th e  o n ly  
on e  w h o  h a s  a n y  r e a l  c l a i m  o n  h e r :  s h e  a g r e e s  to  g iv e  up  s u c h
w o r k  a f t e r  th e y  a r e  m a r r i e d .  A nd a lth o u g h  s h e  b e l i e v e s  th a t  
"to s t a y  the  u l t i m a t e  p e r i s h i n g  o f  s o u l s "  i s  "the o n ly  w o r th y  
en d ,  th e  o n ly  m o m e n t o u s  o b j e c t ,  to  w h ic h  . .. . l i f e  and e n e r g y  
s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n "  (I, 187), s h e  i s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h u r t  by  the  
s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  H ugh  th a t  h e r  m i s s i o n  i m p o s e s  u p on  h e r  and  
s tu n g  b y  th e  c r i t i c a l  o p in io n  o f  th e  w o r ld .  L ik e  F r a n k  F e n w ic k ,  
s h e  p a y s  f o r  b e in g  h u m a n e :
N o o n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n o  w o m a n ,  c a n  b r a v e  the  c e n s u r e  o f  
the c l a s s  to  w h ic h  s h e  b e l o n g s ,  w ith o u t  b e in g  m a d e  to  
f e e l  i t  k e e n ly ;  n o r  d o e s  th e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  th e  c a u s e  
w h ic h  h a s  m a d e  h e r  d e p a r t  f r o m  r e c e i v e d  o p in io n ,  p r e ­
v e n t  h e r  f r o m  g r o w in g  d a i ly  m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  to  the b la m e  
s h e  h a s  p r o v o k e d .  She m a y  b e ,  a s  E r n e s t i n e  w a s ,  to o  
u n s e l f i s h  to  f o r s a k e  th e  t r u th  and th e  r ig h t ,  b e c a u s e  h e r  
d e f e n s e  o f  i t  b r in g s  th e  w o r l d ’s c o n t u m e ly  on  h e r  h ea d ;  
b u t th e  h a r s h  ju d g m e n t  th a t  w i l l  a s s a i l  h e r ,  the u n w o r th y  
m o t i v e s  th a t  w i l l  be a t t r ib u te d  to h e r ,  the  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  
and  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  w h ic h  h e r  e v e r y  a c t io n  w i l l  c a l l  f o r t h ,  
m u s t  g r a d u a l ly  m a k e  h e r  s h r in k  m o r e  and m o r e  in to  
h e r s e l f ,  t i l l  s h e  f in d s  h e r s e l f  h a p p i e s t  in  th e  i s o l a t i o n  
to  w h ic h  s h e  h a s  in v o lu n t a r i ly  e x i l e d  h e r s e l f .  (I, 1 6 7 -168 )
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E r n e s t i n e ' s  e f f o r t s  a r e  n o t  in  v a in .  She f in d s  A n n ie  B r o o k  
and p l a c e s  h e r  in  a r e f u g e .  L ik e  F r a n k  F e n w ic k ,  h o w e v e r ,  
E r n e s t i n e  c o m e s  to  r e a l i z e  th a t  s p i r i t u a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s  a r e  
l o s t  o n  th e  s i n n e r  c a u g h t  u p  in  a  t e m p o r a l  w o r ld  and  h o u n d ed  
w ith  p h y s i c a l  p r o b l e m s .  F a i t h  and h o p e ,  a b s t r a c t  and w ith o u t  
p h y s i c a l  e m b o d im e n t ,  w i l l  n o t  d o ,  fo r  th r o u g h o u t  m u c h  o f  th e  
n o v e l  A n n ie  h a s  n o  fa i th ,  and w h e n  s h e  d o e s  c o m e  to  b e l i e v e ,  
s h e  l o s e s  a l l  h o p e  f o r  h e r  o w n  s a lv a t io n .  T h e o n ly  w a y  to  m a k e  
h e r  a w a r e  o f  G o d 's  n a tu r e ,  a n a tu r e  o f  l o v e ,  i s  b y  s o m e h o w  
i m a g i n g  o r  d r a m a t i z i n g  H is  c h a r i t y .  T h u s ,  T h o r o ld ,  a  h u m a n e  
c l e r g y m a n ,  g i v e s  E r n e s t i n e  th e  f o l l o w in g  a d v ic e :
W h e r e  th e  lo v e  o f  God d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ,  h u m a n  a f f e c t i o n  
i s  th e  o n ly  o th e r  im p u l s e  th a t  c a n  w o r k  fo r  g o o d  w i t h in  
th e  s o u l ,  th o u g h  in  a f e e b l e  and u n c e r t a in  w a y .  It i s  o f t e n  
a l lo w e d  to  s e r v e  a s  a g u id e  to  th e  h i g h e r ,  p u r e r ,  l o v e ,  and  
i t  c a n  a t  l e a s t  a c c o m p l i s h  w h a t  h a u g h t in e s s  and s e v e r i t y  
c o u ld  n e v e r  e f f e c t .  (II, 8 8 ) .
W hen  A n n ie  r u n s  a w a y  f r o m  the  r e f u g e ,  E r n e s t i n e  b l a m e s  h e r s e l f  
b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  p a id  m o r e  a t t e n t io n  to  H ugh  th a n  to the f r i e n d l e s s  
g ir l :
S h e  k n e w  th a t  A n n ie  lo v e d  h e r ,  and s h e  r e m e m b e r e d  h o w  
T h o r o ld  h a d  w a r n e d  h e r ,  th a t  a h u m a n  a f f e c t i o n  w a s  
a l m o s t  th e  o n ly  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  c o u ld  be b r o u g h t  to  b e a r  
o n  a h e a r t  s t i l l  d ea d  to  the lo v e  o f  God: had  s h e  n o t  
n e g l e c t e d  to o  lo n g  to  u s e  h e r  p o w e r  o v e r  th a t  w a y w a r d  
s o u l ?  (II, 115)
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T h u s ,  h u m a n  l o v e ,  c h a r i t y ,  i s  the  n e a r e s t  th in g  o n  e a r t h  to  G od.
W h en  s h e  o n c e  a g a in  f in d s  A n n ie ,  s h e  d e v o t e s  h e r s e l f  
e n t i r e l y  to c a r i n g  f o r  th e  g i r l ' s  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e  
u n t i l  th e  g i r l  m e e t s  h e r  r a p id ly  a p p r o a c h in g  d e a th .  B e c a u s e  o f  
the  i m a g e  o f  G o d 's  lo v e  w h ic h  E r n e s t i n e  p r o v i d e s ,  A n n ie  d o e s  
c o m e  to  h a v e  f a i th  b e f o r e  s h e  d i e s .  W hen s h e  d o e s  f i n a l l y  f a c e  
th e  e n o r m i t y  o f  h e r  s i n f u l n e s s ,  s h e  t a k e s  r e f u g e  in  E r n e s t i n e ' s  
w o r d s :  "H is  lo v e  i s  g r e a t e r  th a n  y o u r  s in ,  A n n ie "  (H, 196).
B u t  i f  "God i s  lo v e "  (II, 61) and i f  th e  s i n n e r  w o u ld  be  
f o r g i v e n  b y  G od , s h e  m u s t  l e a r n  to  lo v e  s e l f l e s s l y  a s  do  God and  
H s  e m i s s a r y  on  e a r t h ,  the  h u m a n e  C h r i s t ia n .  A n n ie  h a s  b e e n  
s e d u c e d  and v io la t e d ;  th u s ,  th e  lo v e  th a t  i s  a s k e d  o f  h e r  i s  the  
s a m e  a s  th a t  w h ic h  s h e  i s  s o o n  to  a s k  o f  G o d - - s h e  m u s t  be  
w i l l i n g  to  f o r g i v e  the  s e d u c e r  w h o  m a d e  h e r  w h a t  s h e  i s .  O n ly  
a f t e r  a g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  i s  s h e  a b le  to  do s o ,  b u t  w ith  h e r  d y in g  
b r e a t h  s h e  f o r g i v e s  h im .
S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  E r n e s t i n e  l e a r n s  th a t  A n n ie ' s  s e d u c e r  i s  
H ugh E in g a r d ,  h e r  ow n  f ia n c e  and G e o r g e  C o u r t e n a y ' s  f r i e n d .  ^
^ I n  a n  185 0 l e t t e r  to  C h a r le s  D i c k e n s ,  M r s .  G a s k e l l  t e l l s  
th e  t r u e  s t o r y  o f  a  p r i s o n  s u r g e o n  c a l l e d  in  to  a t te n d  a  s i x t e e n - y e a r -  
o ld  p r o s t i t u t e  w ho  w a s  w h a t  s h e  w a s  b e c a u s e  h e  had  o r i g i n a l l y  
s e d u c e d  h e r .  H is  s h o c k  a t r e c o g n i t i o n  c o s t  h im  h is  j o b ,  and a v e r y  
s i m i l a r  s c e n e  o c c u r s  in  H id d e n  D e p t h s . L e t t e r  in c l u d e d  in  L e t t e r s  
F r o m  C h a r le s  D ic k e n s  to  A n g e la  B u r d e t t - C o u t t s , 1 8 4 1 -1 8 6 5 , e d .  
w it h  an  I n tr o d u c t io n  b y  E d g a r  J o h n s o n  (L o n d o n ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  pp. 161-162.
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T h u s ,  th e  h u m a n e  C h r i s t ia n  h a s  n o  t e m p o r a l  r e w a r d  fo r  h e r  
c h a r i ty ;  on  th e  c o n t r a r y  s h e  l o s e s  e v e r y t h i n g  in  th e  w o r ld  to  
w h i c h  s h e  h a s  c lu n g ,  and s h e  f e e l s  th a t  s h e  h a s  " d ied  w ith  A n n i e - -  
d ie d  f o r  e v e r  to  th e  s w e e t  l i f e  o f  th e  p a s t ,  w ith  i t s  lo v e  and h op e  
and j o y ,  and  a s  i f  th e  w h o le  e a r t h  w o u ld  h e n c e f o r t h  b e  fo r  h e r  
c o ld  and d a r k  as  th e  g r a v e ,  w h i t h e r  th a t  d e a d  f o r m  m u s t  d e s c e n d "  
(II, 2 0 4 ) .
B u t  E r n e s t i n e  d o e s  n o t  go  u n r e w a r d e d ,  fo r  s h e  f in d s ,  a s  d id  
C a r l y l e ,  th a t  d u ty  h e r e  o n  e a r t h  o p e n s  th e  d o o r  to  a h ig h e r  
r e a l i t y  and th a t  h e r  r e l i g i o n  o f  d u ty ,  o f  c h a r i t y ,  i s  th e  m e a n s  to  
s a v e  th e  s a v e r  o f  s o u l s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  s in n e r :
T h e  o n e  i m p u l s e  o f  lo v i n g  p i ty ,  o f  a c t i v e ,  u n s e l f i s h  c h a r i t y ,  
w h i c h  had  l e d  h e r  in to  th is  s e a r c h  fo r  a  l o s t  s i n n e r ,  w a s  
d o in g  m o r e  to  t e a c h  h e r  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G od, and th e  
t r u th  o f  G od, and th e  r e a l  n a tu r e  o f  th a t  a t o n e m e n t  o n c e  
m a d e  f o r  th e  s i n s  o f  t h i s  w o r ld ,  th a n  a l l  the  t h e o l o g i c a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  s h e  h ad  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  e x t e r n a l  s o u r c e s  in  
th e  w h o le  c o u r s e  o f  h e r  l i f e .  (I, 196)
A lth o u g h  H id d e n  D e p th s  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  
o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  c o n c e r n e d  e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  the  s e d u c t io n s  th a t  the  
w o r ld  t u r n s  i t s  h e a d  f r o m ,  i t  i s  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  c h a r i t y  
o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n ,  the h u m a n  lo v e  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e  s in n e r  w i l l  
c o m e  to  s e e  a n  i m a g e  o f  d iv in e  l o v e  and b y  the e x e r c i s e  o f  w h ic h  
th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n  h i m s e l f  w i l l  c o m e  to  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f
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G od. T h u s ,  a f in a l  s u m m a t i o n  o f  M i s s  S k e n e ’ s C h r i s t i a n i t y  
m i g h t  b e  th e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  E r n e s t i n e :  "In
s e e k i n g  C h r i s t ' s  l o s t  l i t t l e  o n e  s h e  had fou n d  a t  e v e r y  s t e p  th e  
s i n l e s s  C h r i s t  H i m s e l f "  (II, 157). T h e  g r e a t e r  c o n c e r n  h e r e  
i s  n o t  th e  s a v e d ;  i t  i s  th e  s a v i o r .  T h e r e w a r d  o f  E r n e s t i n e ' s  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  no  doubt th e  s a m e  a s  F r a n k  F e n w i c k ' s  but h e r e  m o r e  
e m p h a s i z e d ,  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d  s u g g e s t e d  b y  A n n ie  B r o o k ' s  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  E r n e s t i n e :  "Oh, m y  d e a r  la d y ,  y o u  a r e  l ik e  an
a n g e l  f r o m  h e a v e n  to  m e "  (II, 169)! O b v io u s ly ,  E r n e s t i n e ' s  
c a p a c i t y  to  lo v e  e v e n  th e  m o s t  o u t c a s t  o f  s i n n e r s ,  and n o t  j u s t  
th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  D r .  G r a n b y 's  i n f a n t - s c h o o l ,  i s  th e  m e a n s  b y  
w h i c h  s h e  i s  to  on e  d a y  be an  a c t u a l  a n g e l  in  h e a v e n ,  f o r  fu n d a ­
m e n t a l  to  a l l  t h e o r i e s  o f  a r e l i g i o n  o f  d u ty , a s  I h a v e  a l r e a d y  
p o in te d  ou t ,  i s  th e  i d e a  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  " e t e r n a l  r e s u l t s  f r o m  
t e m p o r a l  d e e d s "  (I, 127).
T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h o s e  e t e r n a l  r e s u l t s  i s  d e p ic t e d  in  M r s .  
H o u s to u n 's  " R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y ", f o r  in  th a t  n o v e l  the  
p r o s t i t u t e  i s  a l s o  th e  r e f o r m e r  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s .  A s  in  th e  tw o  
o t h e r  n o v e l s  lo o k e d  a t  in  th is  c h a p t e r ,  th e  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  e f f o r t s  
a r e  to  do h e r  d u ty  to  G od b y  d o in g  h e r  d u ty  to  m a n ;  bu t in  
" R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y " M r s .  H o u s to u n ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t a k e s  on e  
a s p e c t  e m p h a s i z e d  b y  T r o l lo p e  and o n e  e m p h a s i z e d  b y  M i s s  S k e n e .
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A s  in  T h e  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p t o n , M r s .  H o u s to u n 's  c h a r a c t e r s  
w o r k  to  e f f e c t  t e m p o r a l  e n d s  and to  im p r o v e  th e  p h y s i c a l  
e x i s t e n c e s  o f  t h o s e  fo r  w h o m  th e y  a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  On th e  o th e r  
h a n d ,  in  M r s .  H o u s to u n 's  n o v e l  th e  C h r i s t ia n ' s  o w n  r e w a r d  i s  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d  p r o m i s e d  E r n e s t i n e  in  H id d en  D e p t h s . In 
"R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y ", th e n ,  m o r e s o  th a n  in  e i t h e r  o f  th e  
o th e r  n o v e l s ,  o n e 's  c a p a c i t y  fo r  lo v e  on  e a r t h  h a s  b o th  an  e a r t h l y  
and  a h e a v e n l y  r e w a r d .
B y  th e  c r u e l t y  o f  w o m e n  a r o u n d  h e r  and t h e i r  m a l i c i o u s  
g o s s i p i n g  a b o u t  h e r ,  H e le n  V a u g h a n  b e c o m e s  th e  m i s t r e s s  o f  
P h i l ip  T h o r n le ig h .  T h e  tw o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  in  
l o v i n g  h a r m o n y ,  and P h i l ip  th in k s  o f  h is  m i s t r e s s  a s  "the s w e e t  
b u t f a l l e n  a n g e l  o f  th e  h o u s e .  T h u s ,  e a r l y  in  th e  n o v e l  M r s .  
H o u s to u n  a p p r o v e s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b a s e d  o n  lo v e  and  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  
a u n io n ,  in  s h o r t ,  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  c o n d u c t  r a t h e r  th a n  c r e e d ,  
l o v e  r a t h e r  th a n  la w .  L ik e  the  E v a n g e l i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  
H e le n  a c c e p t s  h e r  r o l e  and d o e s  n o t  w o r r y  a b o u t  h e r  s in .  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  b e f o r e  s h e  c a n  do a n y th in g  e f f i c a c i o u s ,  s h e  m u s t  u n d e r g o  
a  c o n v e r s i o n .
^ [ M a t i l d a  C h a r lo t t e  J .  F .  H o u s t o u n , ]  "R e c o m m e n d e d  to  
M e r c y " (L on d on , 1863 ) ,  p .  8 5 .
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W hen T h o r n le i g h  is  o n  h is  d e a th b e d ,  H e le n  f i n a l l y  r e m e m b e r s  
h e r  l o n g - f o r g o t t e n  r e l i g i o u s  o b l ig a t i o n s ,  d u t ie s  s h e  c o n c e i v e s  o f  
a l m o s t  s o l e l y  in  t e r m s  o f  m o r a l  c o n d u c t .  W h en  P h i l ip  m a k e s  h is  
m i s t r e s s  h i s  h e i r ,  H e le n  v o w s  to  r e p a i r  h e r  l i f e  b y  h e r  c o n d u c t ,  
b y  u s i n g  th e  l e g a c y  to  h e lp  r e f o r m  the  c o u r t e s a n s  w h o  m a k e  up  
L o n d o n 's  d e m im o n d e .  A w a r e  th a t  th e  l a c k  o f  c h a r i t y  in  t h e 'w o r ld  
o r i g i n a l l y  d r o v e  h e r  in to  s i n ,  H e le n  d e t e r m i n e s  to  o f f e r  c h a r i t y  
to  a c l a s s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d e n ie d  i t  a l t o g e t h e r  (222 ) .
T h u s ,  l ik e  th e  V ic a r  o f  B u l lh a m p to n ,  H e le n  s e e k s  to  c h a n g e  
th e  h e a r t s  o f  the  p r o s t i t u t e s  l e s s  f o r  the s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s o u l s  
th a n  fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  r e s t o r e  t h e m  to  t h e i r  p l a c e s  in  th is  
w o r ld  (301). T h e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e m s e l v e s  s e e  in  M r s .  V a u g h a n  
a  h op e  f o r  th is  w o r ld ,  a h o p e  "that s i n c e  t h e r e  had  b e e n  fou n d  
o n e  b e in g ,  k in d  and (as t h e y  f e l t )  g o o d ,  w h o  d id  n o t  d i s d a in  to  
h a v e  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  th e  r e p e n t a n t  o n e s ,  h e r  e x a m p le  m i g h t  be  
f o l l o w e d  b y  o t h e r s ,  and m o r e  m i g h t  in  t i m e  be fou n d  w i l l i n g  to  
d e a l  m e r c i f u l l y  w ith  th e m "  (4 3 2 ) .  One i s  i n c l in e d  to  c o n s i d e r  
M r s .  H o u s to u n  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  in  h e r  c h o i c e  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  to  be  
r e f o r m e d .  In the  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  the  d e m im o n d e  b e c a m e  a w i d e l y  
n o te d  E n g l i s h  p h e n o m e n o n  (in  t h i s  n o v e l  S k i t t l e s  b e c o m e s  C r o q u e t ,  
th e  l e a d e r  a m o n g  th e  w h o r e s ) ,  but th is  c l a s s ,  th e  e l i t e  a m o n g  
p r o s t i t u t e s ,  w o u ld  s e e m i n g l y  b e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  r e n o u n c in g
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t h e i r  i l l - g o t t e n  b u t  e n jo y a b le  g a in s .  M r s .  H o u s to u n  t a k e s  
c h a r a c t e r  t y p e s  o f  the  d e m im o n d e  b u t a t t r ib u t e s  to  h e r  w h o r e s  
th e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  th e  d ow n  and out p ro s t itu te ."  T h u s ,  M r s .  
V a u g h a n  h o p e s  th a t  " s o m e  a t  l e a s t  a m o n g  t h e m  m a y  b e  n o t  o n ly  
g o o d  but h a p p y  w o m e n  y e t"  (4 3 4 ) .
B e c a u s e  H e l e n rs g o a l  i s  p r i m a r i l y  s o c i a l ,  h e r  m e t h o d  o f  
o p e r a t i o n  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  l e s s  w ith  fa i th  and h ope th a n  w ith  
c h a r i t y .  She t e l l s  R h o d a  M a s o n ,  a  c o u r t e s a n ,  th a t  a l th o u g h  
t h e y  c a n  o n ly  h op e  in  G o d 's  m e r c y ,  t h e r e  i s  y e t  s o m e t h in g  to do  
b e f o r e  th e  d y in g  p r o s t i t u t e  d i e s .  If R h o d a  w i s h e s  to do th e  w i l l  
o f  God, s a y s  M r s .  V a u g h a n , s h e  m u s t  ta k e  c a r e  o f  h e r  e a r t h l y  
d u t i e s .  M r s .  V a u g h a n  s a y s  to  the g i r l ,  "It i s  o f  y o u r  e a r t h l y  
f a t h e r  o f  w h o m  I n o w  m u s t  s p e a k  to you "  ( 3 2 3 - 3 2 4 ) ,  and h e r  
e m p h a s i s  o n  the g i r l ' s  e a r t h ly  fa th e r  r a t h e r  th a n  on  h e r  h e a v e n l y  
f a t h e r  s e e m s  to  r e p r e s e n t  M r s .  H o u s to u n 's  o v e r a l l  a t t i tu d e .
T h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  of  p e n i t e n t ia l  r e f o r m a t o r i e s ,  e n j o in s  H e le n ,  
h a v e  p r o v e n  i n e f f e c t i v e  in  c o p in g  w ith  th e  p r o b l e m  of  p r o s t i t u t io n  
b e c a u s e  th e  f o u n d e r s  o f  th e  in s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l th o u g h  t h e i r  in t e n t io n s  
a r e  th e  b e s t ,  " s e e m  to  e x p e c t  th a t  a  m i r a c l e  w i l l  f o l l o w  o n  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s ,  f o r g e t t i n g  th a t  the a g e  o f  m i r a c l e s  i s  p a s t"  (2 9 7 ) .  A nd  
th e  b e s t  e x a m p l e s  in  th e  n o v e l  o f  r e a l  C h r i s t ia n s  a r e  f i v e  n uns  
o f  th e  O r d e r  o f  M e r c y :  " W o m e n  t h e y  a r e ,  p u re  in  s p i r i t  a s  in
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b o d y ,  w h o ,  n o t  s h u t t in g  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  th e  w o r ld  in  th e  d a r k  
a u s t e r i t i e s  o f  a  c l o i s t e r ,  n o t  t r u s t in g  o n ly  in  b a r r e n  p r a y e r s  
f o r  m e r c y  f r o m  o n  H ig h ,  a r e  d o in g  t h e ir  F a t h e r ' s  w o r k  on  e a r th "  
(310). L ik e  th a t  o f  H e le n  h e r s e l f ,  the  " F a t h e r ' s  w o r k "  to  w h ic h  
s o  m a n y  o r d e r s  o f  n u n s  d e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  d u r in g  th e  n in e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  w a s  th e  r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  but H e l e n ' s  w o r k ,  
u n l ik e  th a t  o f  the  n u n s ,  i s  c o m p r i s e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  c h a r i t y .
A s  in  H id d e n  D e p t h s , f a i th  i s  a d e e m p h a s i z e d  v i r t u e .  In d e e d ,  
the  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  s e e m s ,  m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  to  v o i c e  th e  a u t h o r 's  
v i e w s  i s  A r th u r  B r a n d r e t h ,  an  a g n o s t i c .  T o  B r a n d r e t h ,  a s  to  
H e le n ,  e a r t h l y  e x i s t e n c e  i s  th e  o n ly  s t a t e  a b o u t  w h i c h  a n y th in g  
m i g h t  b e  k n o w n . A l l  m e n ,  a r g u e s  B r a n d r e th ,  n e e d  th e  s u p p o r t  
o f  h o p e ,  b u t  h o p e  fo r  s o m e t h in g  in  th is  l i f e  r a t h e r  th a n  fo r  s o m e ­
th in g  b e y o n d  (122). T h e u n i v e r s e  i s  j u s t ,  s a y s  th e  a g n o s t i c ,  and  
th e  f a i l u r e  o f  a m a n  to  do h is  e a r t h l y  d u ty  to  h is  f e l l o w  m e n  b r in g s  
d o w n  u p on  h im  e a r t h l y  p u n i s h m e n t .  T h is  w e  kn ow ; o f  a n y  o th e r  
p u n i s h m e n t  w e  c a n  o n ly  g u e s s  (118). A lth o u g h  he  i s  u n a b le  to  
m a k e  a n y  a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t  G od , A r th u r  d o e s  c o n c e i v e  th e  id e a  
th a t  "He w h o  e n d e a v o u r s  to  do h is  d u ty  to  h i s  n e ig h b o u r  h a s  
( a c c o r d i n g  to  m y  id e a )  the  s u r e s t  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  d o in g  h is  d u ty  to  
h is  God" (3 5 4 ) .  U l t i m a t e l y  h is  c r e e d  i s  s u m m e d  up in  a q u o ta t io n  
h e  b o r r o w s  f r o m  P o p e .  A r th u r  h a s  n o  f a i th  in  G od, he s a y s ,  but
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h e  i s  s u r e  th a t  " 'He c a n ' t  b e  w r o n g  w h o s e  l i f e  i s  in  th e  r ig h t '  " 
(3 5 3 ) .
T h e  a u t h o r 's  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  B r a n d r e t h ' s  h u m a n i t a r ia n  c r e e d  
an d  o f  the  w o r k  he  d o e s  to  a id  M r s .  V a u g h a n 's  r e f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
i s  d e t e r m i n a b l e  f r o m  th e  r e s p o n s e  he e l i c i t s  in  A l i c e  M a in w a r in g .  
T h e  g i r l ,  n o t  one  o f  the p r o s t i t u t e s ,  i s  e n g a g e d  to  M r .  H e r b e r t ,  
a c l e r g y m a n  o f  th e  A n g l ic a n  C h u r c h ,  w ith  w h o m  s h e  f a l l s  in  lo v e  
w h e n ,  d u r in g  s e r v i c e ,  h is  s o n g  r i s e s  up: " T he g i r l ' s  h e a r t  r o s e
w ith  i t ,  and l o v e ,  and  th e  r e l i g i o u s  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  the m o m e n t  
m in g le c l  t o g e t h e r  in  i t s  a s p i r a t i o n s "  (100). A l i c e ' s  u l t im a t e  r e ­
j e c t i o n  o f  H e r b e r t ,  a m a n  o f  f a i th  b u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  c h a r i t y ,  in  f a v o r  
o f  the c h a r i t a b l e  a g n o s t i c  i s  a  p a t t e r n  fo r  th e  n o v e l i s t ' s  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  c r e e d  o f  f a i th  in  f a v o r  o f  one  in  w h ic h  lo v e  i s  
tu r n e d  in to  c h a r i t y  t o w a r d s  o t h e r s .
If B r a n d r e t h ' s  r e w a r d  fo r  h i s  c h a r i t y  i s  p e r s o n a l ,  t e m p o r a l  
l o v e ,  H e le n ' s  i s  d e c i d e d l y  s p i r i t u a l .  A l th o u g h  h e r  w o r k ,  c h a r i t y ,  
i s  c a r r i e d  on  a t  the  h u m a n  l e v e l ,  i t  i s  a p p r o v e d  in  t e r m s  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  e v a l u a t i o n .  T h e  r e f o r m e d  p r o s t i t u t e  i s  s a id  to  d e v o te  
h e r s e l f  to  "the b l e s s e d  w o m a n ' s  w o r k  o f  c h a r i t y  and m e r c y "  (2 9 4 ) ,  
and  b e c a u s e  s h e  s e r v e s  a s  "a c o n n e c t in g  l in k "  b e t w e e n  "the 'g o o d '  
w o r ld  and th e  b ad , " s h e  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  " b l e s s e d "  (267 ) .  W hen  
th e  m a t r i a r c h s  o f  s o c i e t y  b e g r u d g in g ly  c o n d e s c e n d  to  v i s i t  and
233
o b s e r v e  the c h a r i t a b l e  in s t i t u t io n  fo u n d e d ,b y  a  f a l l e n  w o m a n ,  
t h e y  a r e  i m p r e s s e d ,  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b y  th e  c l a i m s  o f  
th e  c o u r t e s a n s  r e g a r d i n g  H e le n  a s  t h e y  to u r .  T h e  m a t r o n s  
h e a r  " m a n y  a f e r v e n t  w h i s p e r  o f  'G od b l e s s  h e r ! '  r i s i n g  f r o m  
th a t  u n tu to r e d  c r o w d "  (4 4 9 ) .  A s  A n n ie  B r o o k  m o u th s  th e  
r e l i g i o u s  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  E r n e s t i n e ,  b o th  th e  n a r r a t o r  an d  th e  
f a l l e n  w o m e n  o f  the h o m e  s u g g e s t  th a t  H e le n  V a u g h a n 's  a c t io n s  
a r e  a p p r o v e d  in  H e a v e n ,  th a t  f r o m  h e r  t e m p o r a l  d e e d s  t h e r e  a r e  
to  c o m e  s p i r i t u a l  r e w a r d s .
In the C h r i s t ia n  h u m a n i t a r ia n  t r a d i t i o n ,  l o v e  i s  th e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  v ir tu e  and i s  th e  o n ly  r e a l  r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e .  T he  
t r u e  C h r i s t ia n s  o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s o u g h t  to  p r a c t i c e  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  th r o u g h  c h a r i t y .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  as  
th e  m o s t  d e s p i s e d  o f  s i n n e r s ,  a lo n g  w ith  the  a s s u m p t i o n  th a t  
s h e  w a s  m i s e r a b l e  in  h e r  t r a d e ,  l e d  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n s  to  t r y  to  
l o v e  t h e i r  God b y  lo v in g  t h e s e  o u t c a s t  and t a r n i s h e d  i m a g e s  o f  
w o m a n  c r e a t e d  in  th e  l i k e n e s s  o f  one  w h o m  C h r i s t  f o r g a v e .  T h e  
s u f f e r i n g  t h e y  w e r e  w i l l i n g  to  u n d e r g o  f o r  o t h e r s  b e c a m e  a k in d  
o f  m e a s u r e  f o r  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  t h e i r  " w o r s h ip .  " T h e  r e f o r m e r s  
o f  a l l  t h r e e  n o v e l s  c o n s i d e r e d  in  th is  c h a p t e r  h a v e  in  c o m m o n  
th e  d e s i r e  to  s e r v e  God b y  s e r v i n g  m a n .  F r a n k  F e n w i c k ' s
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e m p h a s i s  i s  p r e d o m in a n t ly  s o c i a l ,  the  g o a l  he s e e k s  t e m p o r a l ,  
and  the  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  h i s  o f f e r i n g  m e r e l y  i m p l i e d .  E r n e s t i n e  
C o u r te n a y  s e e k s  a s p i r i t u a l  en d  th r o u g h  t e m p o r a l  m e a n s ,  s e e k s  
to  s a v e  s o u l s  b y  o f f e r i n g  t h e m  the  p a t t e r n  o f  C h r i s t ' s  l o v e .  In 
s o  d o in g ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h e  c o m e s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  in  w o r k in g  fo r  
m a n  sh e  i s  w o r k in g  fo r  h e r  o w n  s a l v a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  H e le n  V a u g h a n  
w in s  s p i r i t u a l  a p p r o b a t io n  fo r  h e r  t e m p o r a l  w o r k .  T h e e x t e n t  to  
w h ic h  l o v e ,  th e n ,  c a n  b e  b e l i e v e d  to  b e  r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h i p  o r  
o f f e r i n g  i s  a t t e s t e d  to  b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  o f f s e t s  H e l e n ’s p r o s t i t u t io n .  
F r o m  N a n c y  and E s t h e r  on , the  d u a l i s t i c a l l y  p o r t r a y e d  p r o s t i t u t e  
h a s  b e e n  fou n d  c a p a b le  o f  lo v e  th a t  i s  s e l f l e s s  and m e a n in g f u l ,  
lo v e  th a t  i s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  the  l u s t  o f  h e r  t r a d e .  In "R e c o m m e n d e d  
to  M e r c y " th is  lo v e  i s  e q u a te d  w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l l y  e f f i c a c i o u s  
c h a r i t y  o f  the r e l i g i o n  o f  d u ty .  B o th  t y p e s  o f  lo v e  a r e  p l e a s i n g  
in  the s i g h t  o f  th e  G od w h o  i s  l o v e .  O n ly  on e  f u r t h e r  s t e p  w i l l  
b e  r e q u ir e d  to  r e c o n c i l e  th e  tw o  p o l e s  o f  th e  d u a l i s m  th a t  d o m in a t e s  
th e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  E n g la n d .
CHAPTER VIII
D IV IN E  IM M A N E N C E  A N D  T H E  N E W  IM A G E
If the p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r s  h a v e  s h o w n  a n y th in g  a b o u t  the  
n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  i s  th a t  th e  V i c t o r i a n  a g e  u n i v e r s a l l y  a g r e e d  
o n  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e .  F o r  th e  E v a n g e l i ­
c a l s ,  s h e  m u s t  r e f o r m  b e f o r e  s h e  i s  a b le  to  l o v e  G od , bu t the  
v e r y  a c t  o f  u n d e r g o in g  a  r i g o r o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  r e f o r m a t i o n  m a n i ­
f e s t s  th e  h i g h e s t  and n o b l e s t  l o v e  o f  G od . T h u s ,  M a r y  S m ith  i s  
a c t u a l l y  p l e a s e d  th a t  s h e  b e c a m e  a  p r o s t i t u t e ,  fo r  h a d  s h e  n o t ,  
s h e  a r g u e s ,  s h e  n e v e r  w o u ld  h a v e  c o m e  to  lo v e  God a s  s h e  d o e s .  
In s o c i a l l y  o r i e n t e d  f i c t i o n ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  h a v e  
to  r e f o r m .  H u m a n i t a r ia n  d u a l i s m  c o n d e m n e d  h e r  p h y s i c a l  s i n  
bu t k e p t  u n ta in te d  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  w h ic h  r e t a i n e d  th e  a b i l i t y  
to  l o v e ,  to a c t  c h a r i t a b l y .  E s t h e r  p r e v e n t s  M a r y  B a r t o n ' s  r u in ,  
and N a n c y  s a v e s  O l iv e r  f r o m  M o n k s  and F a g in .  E d ith  D o m b e y  
s a c r i f i c e s  h e r s e l f  f o r  F l o r e n c e  D o m b e y ,  and L a d y  G l e n c o r a  
c o n t e m p l a t e s  h e r  o w n  d i s g r a c e  a s  a m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  to  f r e e  h e r  
h u sb a n d  to m a r r y  a g a in .  A nd in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  r e l i g i o n  
o f  d u ty , the  p r o s t i t u t e ,  in  o r d e r  to  b e  f o r g i v e n  b y  God f o r  h e r  
p r o s t i t u t io n  o f  l o v e ,  m u s t  l e a r n  to  lo v e  s e l f l e s s l y  h e r  f e l l o w
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c r e a t u r e s .  A n n ie  B r o o k ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  f o r g i v e s  H u gh  L in g a r d  
a s  h e r  s i s t e r  f o r g i v e s  G e o r g e  C o u r te n a y ,  and H e le n  V a u g h a n  
t u r n s  h e r  lo v e  to  c h a r i t y  b y  w h ic h  c o u r t e s a n s  o f  th e  d e m im o n d e  
a r e  r e f o r m e d .
B u t  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  c e a s e d  to  be th e  w i d e l y  
a c c e p t e d  m o r a l  a u t h o r i t y  i t  h a d  b e e n ,  m a n  tu r n e d  m o r e  and  
m o r e  to  h i m s e l f  to  f in d  th a t  w h ic h  he  th o u g h t  to  b e  d iv in e .  To  
u s e  the  s e t  o f  t e r m s  a d o p ted  b y  H o x ie  N, F a i r c h i l d ,  w h a t  w a s  
f o r m e r l y  th e  " d iv in e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e "  b e c a m e ,  f o r  t h e " s u b -  
j e c t i v i s t s ,  " th e  " d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e .  M a n  s o u g h t  th e  d iv in e  
th a t  w a s  in  m a n .  A nd b e c a u s e  th e  d iv in e  i m a g e  c o n s i s t s  o f  m e r c y ,  
p i t y ,  p e a c e ,  and l o v e ,  in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  c h a r i t a b l e  l o v e ,  the  
i m a g e - b e c o m e - i m m a n e n c e  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  m a n  i n  th e  f o r m  of  
l o v e .  T o  b o r r o w  a g a in  f r o m  F a i r c h i l d ,  "God i s  L o v e "  b e c a m e  
" L o v e  i s  G od. " M a n 's  c a p a c i t y  fo r  l o v e  b e c a m e  h is  c a p a c i t y  
to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  d iv in e ,  and , a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  
h a d  s u c h  a c a p a c i t y .
■*■1 8 3 0 - 1 8 8 0 : C h r i s t i a n i t y  and R o m a n t i c i s m  in  th e  V ic t o r i a n  
E r a , in  R e l i g i o u s  T r e n d s  in  E n g l i s h  P o e t r y  (N ew  Y o r k ,  1957),
IV , 6 4 ,  2 3 3 .
2 Ib id . , IV, 6 .
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T h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  b e l i e f  
in  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e  p a v e d  th e  w a y  f o r  a c o n c o m i t a n t  a c c e p t a n c e  
o f  a r o m a n t ic  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l  l o v e .  If t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
E v a n g e l i c a l s  and h u m a n i t a r ia n s  a l i k e ,  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e  w h o r e ' s  
c a p a c i t y  fo r  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e ,  t h e y  d e s p i s e d  and  r e j e c t e d  h e r  
p o l lu t e d  s e x u a l  l o v e .  M a r y  S m ith ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  m u s t  d ie  to  
a v o id  g e t t in g  m a r r i e d ,  and H e l e n  V a u g h a n  c a n  e x p e c t  no  e a r t h l y  
r e w a r d  s i m i l a r  to  th a t  a c c o r d e d  A r th u r  B r a n d r e t h ,  th e  a g n o s t i c  
in  " R e c o m m e n d e d  to  M e r c y " w h o s e  c h a r i t y  e a r n s  th e  lo v e  o f  
A l i c e  M a in w a r in g .  B u t  r o m a n t i c i s m ' s  e m p h a s i s  on  th e  f r e e  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  the  t o t a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  in c lu d in g  th e  s e x u a l ,  - -  
B l a k e ' s  a s s u m p t i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  th a t  th e  h a r l o t ' s  c u r s e  and  
v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  a r e  p r o d u c t s  o f  " m in d - f o r g 'd  m a n a c l e s "  o f  
r e p r e s s  i o n - - u s h e r e d  in  a c h a n g e  in  a t t i tu d e  to w a r d s  p h y s i c a l  
l o v e ,  a c h a n g e  w h i c h  c o u ld  b e  g r a d u a l ly  m o r e  a c c e p t e d  a s  the  
f o r c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s  " T hou  S h a lt  N o t s "  l e s s e n e d .
T h e  r o m a n t ic  c o n c e p t i o n  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  m o n i s t i c ,  but w h e r e a s  
th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  c o n d e m n e d  th e  m o n i s t i c  p r o s t i t u t e ,  la t e  
V ic t o r i a n s  a p p r o v e d  th e  w o m a n  c a p a b le  o f  b o th  s e x u a l  and
^ G e r a ld  E n s c o e ,  E r o s  and th e  R o m a n t i c s . S e x u a l  L o v e  
a s  a T h e m e  in  C o l e r i d g e , S h e l l e y , and K e a t s  ( P a r i s ,  19 6 7 ) ,  
p p . 2 2 - 2 3 .
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s p i r i t u a l  l o v e .  B e c a u s e  m a n ' s  c a p a c i t y  fo r  lo v e  c a m e  to  b e  
th o u g h t  o f  a s  d iv in e ,  h i s  s e x u a l i t y  c a m e  to  b e ,  n o t  s o m e t h in g  
fo u l  and s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a  d e p r a v e d  n a t u r e ,  b u t  an  e x t e r n a l i z a t i o n  
o f  th e  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e .
In the p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  th e  f o l l o w i n g  s u m m a r y  o f  E r n e s t i n e  
C o u r t e n a y ' s  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  q u oted :  "In s e e k i n g  C h r i s t ' s  
l o s t  l i t t l e  one s h e  h a d  fou n d  a t  e v e r y  s t e p  th e  s i n l e s s  C h r i s t  
H i m s e l f .  In th e  n o v e l s  t r e a t e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r ,  the  
s a m e  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  r e p e a t e d ;  b u t in  t h e s e  n o v e l s  w h e n  d iv in e  
and  C h r i s t - l i k e  l o v e  i s  d i s c o v e r e d ,  i t  i s  fou nd  in  the  p e r s o n  
c a p a b le  o f  t o t a l  l o v e ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  D iv in e  i m m a n e n c e ,  th e n ,  
i s  t r u ly  in  th e  l o s t  l i t t l e  on e  r a t h e r  th a n  in  a n y  e x t e r n a l  d iv in i ty .
Of th e  t h r e e  n o v e l s ,  G e o r g e  G i s s i n g ' s  T h e  U n c l a s s e d  (1884)  
d e p ic t s  s i m p l y  th e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h in  a m a n  w h o  m u s t  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  
tw o  w o m e n ,  one p u r e l y  s p i r i t u a l  and  on e w h o  i s  b o th  p h y s i c a l  
and  s p ir i t u a l .  A lth o u g h  G i s s i n g ' s  t e r m i n o l o g y  d o e s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  
s u g g e s t  th a t  Ida S t a r r ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  i s  d iv in e ,  h i s  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  p u re  s p i r i t u a l i t y  p r e f i g u r e s  an  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  
d iv in i t y  th a t  i s  to  be  fou n d  in  th e  o t h e r  tw o  n o v e l s ,  b o th  by  
W ilk ie  C o l l i n s .
^ H id d e n  D e p th s  (E d in b u r g h ,  1866),  II, 157.
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I n v o lv e d  in  th is  n e w  a c c e p t a n c e  i s  an  u t t e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  a l l  
d u a l i s m .  A  d u a l i s t i c  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  t r a d e  and  
h e r  n a tu r e  c a n  e x i s t  o n ly  s o  lo n g  a s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  r e m a i n s  a  
h u m a n  and a w o m a n .  B ut w h e n  s h e  c o m e s  to  b e  th o u g h t  o f  a s  
m o r e  th an  j u s t  a n o th e r  p e r s o n ,  w h e n  s h e  b e c o m e s  a p e r s o n a l  ■*
i d e a l  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  c a p a c i t y  fo r  t o t a l  e x p r e s s i o n  and l o v e  to  the  
f u l l e s t ,  d u a l i s m  m u s t  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  m o n i s m .  T h u s ,  th e  p r o s t i ­
t u t e s  t r e a t e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r  u n d e r g o  a c o n v e r s i o n  e x p e r i e n c e
s i m i l a r  to  t h o s e  o f  E l e a n o r  B and M a r y  S m it h .  T h e  r e s u l t
o f  t h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  l e s s  a  r e n u n c ia t io n  th a n  a  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  
o f  th e  tw o  h a l v e s  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y .
G e o r g e  G i s s i n g ' s  T h e  U n c l a s s e d  d e p ic t s  O s m o n d  W a y m a r k 's  
s e a r c h  f o r  th e  i d e a l  w o m a n .  H is  q u e s t  i s  p r e d o m in a n t ly  s e c u l a r ,  
th e  o n ly  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  o v e r t o n e s  o c c u r r i n g  in  r e l a t i o n  
to  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  a s e c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  but e m p lo y i n g  
r e l i g i o u s  i m a g e r y .  T h e  c h o i c e  o f  i d e a l s  w i t h  w h ic h  W a y m a r k  
i s  f a c e d  i s  b e t w e e n  p u r e  s p i r i t u a l i t y - - t h e  u n a n im o u s  c h o i c e  o f  
th e  m i d - V i c t o r i a n s  w h o  c r e a t e d  a d u a l i s m  in  o r d e r  to  g e t  r id  
o f  the  p h y s i c a l - - a n d  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  the s p i r i t u a l  and  p h y s i c a l ,  
th e  l a t t e r  q u a l i ty  r e v e a l e d  p r i m a r i l y  th r o u g h  Id a  S t a r r ' s  
p r o s t i t u t io n .
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Ida  b e c o m e s  a p r o s t i t u t e  a f t e r  h e r  m o t h e r ,  a  p r o s t i t u t e
b e f o r e  h e r ,  d i e s  and l e a v e s  h e r  d a u g h te r  a lo n e  in  the w o r ld .
Ida i s  w e l l  f i t t e d  fo r  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  s h e  e n t e r s ,  f o r  e v e n  a s  a
5l i t t l e  c h i ld  s h e  m a n i f e s t s  a  " p a s s io n a t e "  n a t u r e .  A nd p h y s i c a l  
p a s s i o n  i s  h e r  h a l l m a r k .  O s m o n d  W a y m a r k ,  j u s t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
m e e t i n g  the  p r o s t i t u t e ,  r e a l i z e s  th a t  "Ida h a d  a l r e a d y  a d a n g e r o u s  
h o ld  u p o n  h im ;  s h e  p o s s e s s e d  h i s  s e n s e s ,  and s e t  h im  o n  f i r e  
w ith  p a s s i o n a t e  im a g i n i n g s "  (111). Ida k n o w s  th a t  h e r  a t t r a c t i v e  
f o r c e  i s  p h y s i c a l  (190), and s h e  e m p l o y s  th a t  f o r c e  in  o r d e r  to  
e l i c i t  a r e s p o n s e  in  W a y m a r k .  T he f i r s t  t i m e  th a t  he  e v e r  
s h a k e s  h a n d s  w ith  h e r  " W a y m a r k  f e l t  h is  p u l s e s  th r o b  a t  the  
s o u n d  o f  h e r  v o i c e  and th e  t o u c h  o f  h e r  h an d "  (109). T h u s ,  th e  
p a s s i o n a t e  and p h y s i c a l  Ida  S t a r r  i s  a  fa r  c r y  f r o m  th e  f r a i l  
C a th e r in e  G r a y  w h o  w a s  d i s m i s s e d  a s  L o r d  W i l l i a m ' s  m i s t r e s s  
b e c a u s e  s h e  s p e n t  b o th  d a y  and n ig h t  c r y i n g  o v e r  h e r  l o s t  v i r t u e .
Ida, h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  w ith o u t  n o b i l i t y ,  n o t  w ith o u t  the  
h i g h e r  i n s t i n c t s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e g u l a r l y  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  d u a l i s t i c  
p r o s t i t u t e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .  E a r l y  in  th e  n o v e l  th e  n a r r a t o r  
r e m a r k s  th a t  I d a 's  c h a r a c t e r  " w a s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  o n e ,  and  
d i s p l a y e d  a  s t r e n g t h  w h i c h  m i g h t  e v e n t u a l l y  o p e r a t e  e i t h e r  fo r
^George G iss in g ,  The U n c la s se d  (New York, 1968), p. 6.
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g o o d  or  e v i l"  (8). She i s  s t r o n g ,  and b e f o r e  s h e  i s  l e f t  f r i e n d l e s s  
in  the w o r ld  s h e  s e e m s  to  r e a l i z e  th a t  u l t i m a t e l y  h e r  p r o p  and  
h e r  g u id a n c e  m u s t  c o m e  f r o m  w i t h in  h e r s e l f  r a t h e r  th a n  f r o m  
s o m e  e x t e r n a l  s o u r c e  (12). A s  a  y o u n g  g i r l ,  s h e  l o v e s  h e r  
m o t h e r  " p u r e ly  and i n t e n s e l y ” (23) .  W h en  s h e  is  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  
g r a m m a r  s c h o o l  f o r  h u r t in g  a c l a s s m a t e ,  Id a 's  o n ly  c o n c e r n  i s  
"the p a in  s h e  k n e w  s h e  w a s  g o in g  to  c a u s e  one  w h o  h a d  a lw a y s  
c h e r i s h e d  h e r  w ith  f a u l t l e s s  t e n d e r n e s s - - t e n d e r n e s s  w h ic h  i t  
h a d  b e c o m e  h e r  n a tu r e  to  r e p a y  w i t h  a  c h i l d ' s  u n r e f l e c t i n g  
d e v o t io n "  (9). T h e  " o n e ,  " o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  th e  m o t h e r  w h o  h a s  
s u c h  hope th a t  h e r  d a u g h te r  w i l l  g e t  a n  e d u c a t io n  and u s e  i t  a s  a 
s p r in g b o a r d  to  r i s e  a b o v e  a b ad  e n v ir o n m e n t .  Id a 's  c a p a c i t y  
fo r  l o v e ,  f o r  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  i s  f u r t h e r  s e e n  in  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip s  p r e s e n t e d  in  the n o v e l .  S he  s t r i k e s  a c l a s s m a t e  w h o  c a l l s  
h e r  m o t h e r  "a b ad  w o m a n "  (15), b u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  th e  
i m p u l s i v e  a c t ,  s h e  c r i e s  f o r  th e  c r u e l t y  to  w h ic h  h e r  t e m p e r  
d r i v e s  h e r  (2 ) .  A f t e r  s h e  g r o w s  u p , Ida b e f r i e n d s  th e  s a m e  
g i r l ,  n ow  a l o n e l y  and e m b i t t e r e d  w o m a n .  W hen W a y m a r k  f i r s t  
p r o p o s e s  th a t  Ida m e e t  a g a in  the  c l a s s m a t e ,  Id a 's  i n s t i n c t u a l  
p a s s i o n  r e s p o n d s  w i t h  m o m e n t a r y  " b i t t e r  r e s e n t m e n t "  (174), 
but th is  p a s s i o n  i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e g u l a t e d  b y  c h a r i t y ,  and  s h e  
i s  s o o n  w i l l i n g  "to b u r y  th e  p a s t  in  f o r g i v e n e s s "  (174).
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A f t e r  h e r  c o n v e r s i o n  and r e t u r n  to  th e  w o r ld  o f  r e s p e c t a ­
b i l i t y ,  Ida l i v e s  w ith ,  and m a k e s  h e r s e l f  a f a v o r i t e  o f ,  h e r  
e l d e r l y  g r a n d f a t h e r .  A  c a l l o u s  r e a l t o r  g r o w n  r i c h  th r o u g h  y e a r s  
o f  r e n t in g  s l u m  h o u s in g  to  th e  i m p o v e r i s h e d  o f  L o n d o n ,  h is  
c a l l o u s n e s s  i s  s o o n  s o f t e n e d  b y  h i s  a f f e c t io n a t e  g r a n d d a u g h te r .
H e r  h ig h e r  n a tu r e  i s  f u l ly  d e p ic t e d  b y  h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  w o r k  to  
c o r r e c t  the  d e p lo r a b le  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e s e  s l u m s .  A  p r o d u c t  o f  
p o v e r t y ,  s h e  f e e l s  an  i n s t i n c t i v e  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  the  s t r u g g l i n g  
m a s s e s .  H e r  f i r s t  l a b o r  in  t h e i r  b e h a l f  i s  to  o r g a n iz e  a g a r d e n  
p a r t y  f o r  s o m e  o f  th e  y o u n g  g i r l s  o f  th e  s lu m .  A  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  
p a r t y  and I d a 's  p r o m i s e  th a t  t h e r e  w i l l  s o o n  be  a n o th e r  g i v e s  
m e a n in g  to  l i v e s  h e r e t o f o r e  m e a n i n g l e s s :  " F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e
in  t h e ir  l i v e s  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  L i ta n y  L a n e  and E l m  C o u r t  had  
s o m e t h in g  to  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to"  (2 7 5 ) .  To th e  c h i l d r e n ,  the  l a d y  
w h o  b r in g s  t h e m  to th e  p a r t y  and w h o  b e f r i e n d s  t h e m  i s  n o th in g  
l e s s  th a n  an  " a n g e l"  (2 7 3 ) ,  and G i s s i n g  i s  o b v io u s ly  e m p l o y i n g  
a s o m e w h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  e v a l u a t i v e  t e r m  th o u g h  in  a t o t a l l y  s e c u l a r  
c o n t e x t  to  s u g g e s t  th e  k in d  o f  a p p r o b a t io n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  c a p a b le  
o f  e l i c i t i n g .  W hen  Ida in h e r i t s  h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  s l u m  p r o p e r t y  
and  h i s  m o n e y ,  s h e  s e t s  a b o u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  to  s p e n d  l a r g e  s u m s  
o f  m o n e y  to  im p r o v e  th e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s  in  L i t a n y  L a n e .
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H e r  d e s i r e  to  s p e n d  m o n e y  o n  c h a r i t y  i s  b u t  a s in g le  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of a t e n d e n c y  Ida p o s s e s s e s  th r o u g h o u t  T h e  
U n c l a s s e d . In s p i t e  o f  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  s h e  i s  a n t i - m a t e r i a l .  
W a y m a r k  f i r s t  m e e t s  h e r  w h e n  he o f f e r s  h i s  l a s t  f e w  p e n n ie s  to  
a s t a r v i n g  w h o r e  j u s t  a s  Ida i s  a b o u t  to  do  th e  s a m e  fo r  h e r  
s i s t e r  in  s in .  A c c o r d i n g  to  W a y m a r k  s u c h  g e n e r o s i t y  m a k e s  
Ida "one ou t  o f  a  th o u sa n d "  (8 5 ) .  T h e  e x t e n t  to  w h ic h  Id a  h a s  
b e e n  f o r c e d  in  o r d e r  to  s u p p o r t  h e r s e l f  m a k e s  h e r  s c o r n f u l  o f  
m o n e y .  W hen  W a y m a r k  c u r s e s  h i s  o w n  l a c k  o f  m o n e y ,  s h e  la u g h s  
d e r i s i v e l y  at h im ,  and h e r  e y e s  h a v e  in  t h e m  "a s t r a n g e  w o n d e r ,  
s a d  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e n  f u l l  o f  s c o r n ,  o f  in d ig n a t io n "  (143). T h u s ,  Ida  
S t a r r  i s  f i r m l y  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  V ic t o r i a n  f i c t i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e ,  
s e l f l e s s ,  c a p a b le  o f  l o v e ,  and n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fond  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  
v a lu e s  to  w h ic h  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  d e v o t e d .  She t r a n s c e n d s  th e  
ty p e ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  h e r  s t r e n g t h  o f  c h a r a c t e r .  W hile  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  
s h e  i s  n e v e r  w e a k ;  s h e  n e v e r  f a l l s  on  a n y o n e  f o r  a id  or  h e lp  but  
r e m a i n s  a lw a y s  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  and s e l f - a s s u r e d .  She i s  a v e r y  
s t r o n g ,  v e r y  a p p e a l in g  c h a r a c t e r .
T h e  o t h e r  w o m a n  to  w h o m  W a y m a r k  i s  a t t r a c t e d  i s  M au d  
E n d e r b y ,  a g o o d  w o m a n  in  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e  f r o m  Ida. M au d  
i s  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  the r e l i g i o u s  t r a in i n g  o f  h e r  s p i n s t e r  au n t, a  
r i g id  and s o u r  P u r i t a n .  T h e  g i r l  g r o w s  to  b e  a  b e a u t i f u l  w o m a n
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w h o  r e j e c t s  h e r  o w n  b e a u t y  and  a n y th in g  e l s e  in  l i f e  th a t  g i v e s  
p l e a s u r e .  "In th e  t r u e  C h r i s t ia n ,  " s a y s  A u n t B y g r a v e ,
e v e r y  e n j o y m e n t  w h ic h  c o m e s  f r o m  th e  b o d y  i s  a s in .
If y o u  f e e l  y o u  l i k e  th is  o r  th a t ,  i t  i s  a s i g n  th a t  y o u  
m u s t  r e n o u n c e  i t ,  g iv e  i t  u p . If  y o u  f e e l  fon d  o f  l i f e ,  
y o u  m u s t  f o r c e  y o u r s e l f  to  h a te  it;  f o r  l i f e  i s  s in .
L if e  i s  g iv e n  to  u s  th a t  w e  m a y  c o n q u e r  o u r s e l v e s .  . . . 
M a n y  p l e a s u r e s  w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  in n o c e n t ,  but e v e n  
t h e s e  i t  i s  b e t t e r  to  r e n o u n c e ,  s i n c e  f o r  th a t  p u r p o s e  
d o e s  e v e r y  p l e a s u r e  e x i s t .  I s p e a k  o f  the  p l e a s u r e s  
o f  th e  w o r ld .  One j o y  t h e r e  i s  w h ic h  w e  m a y  and m u s t  
p u r s u e ,  th e  j o y  o f  s a c r i f i c e .  T h e  m o r e  th e  b od y  
s u f f e r s ,  th e  g r e a t e r  s h o u ld  b e  the  d e l i g h t  o f  th e  s o u l .
(35)
M aud  i s  g r e a t l y  in f lu e n c e d  b y  t h i s  d o c t r in e ,  b u t  s h e  i s  f o r c e d  to  
l i v e  in  th e  w o r ld ,  f o r c e d  to  a s s u m e  p o s i t i o n s  a s  a t e a c h e r  and  
l a t e r  a s  a g o v e r n e s s .  T h u s ,  s h e  r e m a i n s  a  m i s f i t  n e v e r  r e a l l y  
c o m f o r t a b le  in  a  w o r ld  w h ic h  r e p e l s  h e r .  She d o e s  n o t  b e lo n g ,  
fo r  s h e  i s  a  " b e in g  f r o m  a h ig h e r  w o r ld "  (83).  A s  s h e  c o m e s  to  
k n o w  W a y m a r k ,  s h e  r e v e a l s  h e r s e l f  to  h im ,  and  h e r  " pu re  and  
t o u c h in g  s p ir i t u a l i t y "  (222 )  s t r i k e s  a r e s p o n s i v e  c h o r d  in  th e  
b r e a s t  o f  th e  y o u n g  i d e a l i s t .  B u t w h e n  W a y m a r k  p r o p o s e s  
m a r r i a g e  to  h e r ,  M au d  i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w ith  a  p r o b l e m ,  f o r  r e ­
la t i o n s h ip  i s  p l e a s u r a b l e  and m a r r i a g e  i n v o l v e s  b o d i ly  p l e a s u r e .  
F e a r  o f  th is  p l e a s u r e  t o r m e n t s  th e  v e r y  s p i r i t u a l  g i r l ,  and s h e
r e t r e a t s  f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  f r o m  th e  w o r ld .  She f a l l s  b a c k
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m o r e  and  m o r e  u p o n  A u n t B y g r a v e .  She a l s o  w i t h d r a w s  in to  the  
w o r ld  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  in to  R o s s e t t i rs p o e m s :  " T h e s e  g a v e  h e r
m u c h  h e lp  in  r e s t o r i n g  h e r  m in d  to  q u i e t n e s s .  T h e ir  p e r f e c t  
b e a u t y  e n t r a n c e d  h e r ,  and th e  r a p tu r o u s  p u r i t y  o f  i d e a l  p a s s i o n ,  
th e  m y s t i c  d e l i c a c i e s  o f  e m o t i o n ,  w h ic h  m a d e  e v e r y  v e r s e  g l e a m  
l i k e  a s t a r ,  h e ld  h e r  f o r  th e  t i m e  h ig h  a b o v e  th a t  g l o o m y  c l o u d -  
la n d  o f  h e r  b e in g ,  r i f e  w ith  w e i r d  s h a p e s  and m u f f le d  v o i c e s "  
(217). She f in d s  s o l a c e  and p e a c e  w h e n  s h e  w a n d e r s  in to  a 
C a t h o l ic  C h u r c h  th a t  c o u ld  b e  n a m e d  o n ly  f o r  the V ir g in  M a r y - -  
O ur L a d y  o f  th e  R o s a r y  (218).
W hen  s h e  f in a l l y  d e t e r m i n e s  to  b r e a k  out o f  the s p i r i t u a l  
p r i s o n  s h e  h a s  b u i l t  fo r  h e r s e l f ,  w h e n  s h e  i s  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  h e r  
o w n  c o n v e r s i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  M au d  w r i t e s  a lo n g  p a s s i o n a t e  l e t t e r  
t o  W a y m a r k .  It c o n t a in s  " b u rn in g  w o r d s "  (2 6 6 )  w h i c h  r e v e a l  
th a t  th e  " h a l f - b r o t h e r l y  lo v e "  (266 )  m o d e s t l y  o f f e r e d  b y  W a y m a r k  
to  d a te  i s  n o  l o n g e r  e n o u g h ,  th a t  i t  i s  " lik e  a s i n g l e  d r o p  o f  w a t e r  
to  one  d y in g  o f  t h i r s t ;  s h e  c r i e d  to  h i m  f o r  a d e e p e r  d r a u g h t  
o f  the  j o y  o f  l i f e "  (2 6 6 ) .  B u t w h e n  s h e  p a u s e s  in  h e r  w r i t in g  and  
g o e s  d o w n s t a i r s ,  s h e  s e e s  h e r  m o t h e r  m a k in g  lo v e  to  a v i s i t o r  
in  the h o u s e .  R e p u l s e d  b y  th e  j o y  o f  l i f e ,  s h e  r e t u r n s  to  h e r  r o o m  
w h e r e  th e  l e t t e r  s h e  i s  w r i t in g  a p p e a r s  " as a  p r o o f  o f  c o n t a g io n  
w h ic h  had  s e i z e d  h e r  ow n  n a tu r e "  (2 6 7 ) .  A f t e r  a  t im e  o f  " w i ld ,
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w o r d l e s s  p r a y e r "  (2 6 7 ) ,  s h e  w r i t e s  a  n e w  l e t t e r  to  W a y m a r k  w h ic h  
s h e  c o n c l u d e s ,  "I a m  a lw a y s  w i t h  y o u  in  s p i r i t ,  and in  th e  s p i r i t  
I l o v e  you ; God h e lp  m e  to  k e e p  m y  lo v e  p u r e "  (2 6 9 ) .  T h u s ,  a s  
Ida S t a r r  i s  a  n o b le  b u t  s e n s u a l  p r o s t i t u t e ,  M au d  E n d e r b y  i s  
an  e q u a l ly  n o b le  b u t  s o l e l y  s p i r i t u a l  p e r s o n .  B e t w e e n  t h e m  
W a y m a r k  m u s t  c h o o s e .
F o r  a s  lo n g  a s  Ida  i s  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  s h e  i s  d e p ic t e d  d u a l i s -  
t i c a l l y .  H e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  d o e s  n o t  a c q u i e s c e  in  h e r  p h y s i c a l  
t r a d e .  Sh e  i s  a w o m a n  w h o ,  " k n o w in g  e v e r y  d a r k e s t  s e c r e t  
o f  l i f e ,  k e e p s  y e t  a  p u r e  m in d "  (131). B u t w h i le  s h e  c o n t in u e s  to  
p ly  h e r  t r a d e ,  s h e  la c k s  th e  c a p a c i t y  fo r  t o t a l  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  
s e l f ,  fo r  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  a r e  a t  od d s  w ith  e a c h  o t h e r .  H e r  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  c o n d e m n e d  in  r e l i g i o u s  t e r m s  fo r  a n y th in g  
s u c h  a s  s i n f u l n e s s  bu t i s  c o n d e m n e d  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a p h y s i c a l  g iv in g  
w ith o u t  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s p i r i t u a l  g iv in g .  She m e e t s  W a y m a r k  
p r e c i s e l y  a t  a t im e  w h e n  s h e  i s  b e g in n in g  to  s e n s e  th e  in a d e q u a c y  
o f  p u r e ly  p h y s i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  S h e  s e e l s  s p ir i t u a l  c o m p a n io n s h i p  
in  W a y m a r k  w h o m  s h e  a s k s  to  b e  h e r  " fr ie n d "  (91). W hen  s h e  
f e e l s  th e  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  t h i s  n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i n c o m p l e t e  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o l e l y  s p i r i t u a l ,  s h e  u n d e r g o e s  h e r  c o n v e r s i o n  in  
w h ic h  s h e  r e n o u n c e s  h e r  p h y s i c a l  t r a d e  s o  th a t  s h e  m ig h t  b e  
c a p a b le  o f  o f f e r i n g  s p i r i t u a l  and p h y s i c a l  l o v e  th a t  i s  w o r t h y  to
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W a y m a r k .  S he  g o e s  a w a y  f o r  a  t i m e ,  w a lk s  a lo n g  th e  b e a c h  in  
an  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  (144), t a k e s  o f f  h e r  c lo th in g  and i m m e r s e s  
h e r  nu de b o d y  in  th e  m id n ig h t  s e a  (145). B u t I d a 's  b a p t i s m  i s  
p u r e ly  s e c u l a r  fo r  a n  e q u a l l y  s e c u l a r  p u r p o s e :  h u m a n  l o v e .
T h e r e  i s  no h in t  in  T h e  U n c l a s s e d  o f  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e ;  lo v e  
i s  th e  h i g h e s t  h u m a n  v a l u e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o  m o r e .  T h u s ,  th e  lo v e  
o f  W a y m a r k  th a t  s h e  lo n g s  f o r  l e a d s  to  a  c o n v e r s i o n  b y  w h ic h  
s h e  c a n  r e t u r n  lo v e  f o r  l o v e .  W hen  s h e  r e f l e c t s  u p o n  h e r  c o n ­
v e r s i o n ,  s h e  k n o w s  t h a t - s h e  h a s  b e c o m e  w h a t  s h e  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  
th a t  d e s i r e :
It i s  no  a r r o g a n c e  to  s a y  th a t  I a m  b e c o m e  a  p u r e  w o m a n ;  
n o t  m y  o w n  m e r i t s ,  bu t l o v e  o f  y o u  h a s  m a d e  m e  s o .  I 
l o v e  y o u  a s  a  w o m a n  l o v e s  o n ly  o n c e ;  i f  y o u  a s k e d  m e  to  
g iv e  up  m y  l i f e  to  p r o v e  i t ,  I a m  c a p a b le  of d o in g  no l e s s  
a th in g  th a n  th a t .  F l e s h  and s p i r i t  I l a y  b e f o r e  y o u - - a l l  
y o u r s ;  do y o u  s t i l l  th in k  th e  o f f e r i n g  u n w o r th y ?  (2 9 2 )
Of g r e a t e r  c o n s e q u e n c e  th a n  I d a 's  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  W a y m a r k 's  
c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  Ida and M a u d . W a y m a r k  i s  a w a r e  o f  th e  t e n s i o n  
w ith in  h i m  b e t w e e n  s p i r i t u a l  i d e a l s  and  a n im a l  d e s i r e s  lo n g  
b e f o r e  h e  m e e t s  e i t h e r  Ida S t a r r  o r  M au d  E n d e r b y .  A t t i m e s  
h e a p p e a r s  to  be a  p u r e  s e n s u a l i s t :  "We h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o n te n t ,  "
h e  s a y s ,  "to l i v e  in  the  s i m p l e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  o u r  s e n s e s "  (130). He 
a c k n o w l e d g e s  th a t  h e  c o u ld  f a l l  " d e s p e r a t e l y  in  l o v e  w ith  a  g i r l
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w h o  h a d n 't  an  i d e a  in  h e r  h e a d ,  and d id n 't  k n o w  h e r  l e t t e r s .
A l l  I s h o u ld  a s k  w o u ld  b e  p a s s i o n  in  r e tu r n "  (9 4 ) .  A t o t h e r  
t i m e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  W a y m a r k  i s  a w a r e  th a t  h is  d e m a n d  fo r  p a s s i o n  
i s  n o t  th e  h i g h e s t  id e a l .  He t e l l s  M au d  o f  h i s  c o n s t a n t  d e s i r e  
to  g iv e  h i m s e l f  u p  w h o l ly  to  h is  " in s t in c t s  o f  p a s s i o n  and d e l i g h t ,  " 
b u t  h e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  f u r t h e r  th a t  "I m a y  c h a n g e ;  I m a y  p e r h a p s  
s o m e  d a y  a t t a in  r e s t  in  a n  a b s o lu t e  i d e a l .  If I d o , i t  w i l l  be  
th r o u g h  the  h e lp  o f  one w h o  s h a l l  b e c o m e  to  m e  th a t  i d e a l  p e r s o n i ­
f i e d ,  w h o  s h a l l  e m b o d y  a l l  th e  p u r e r  e l e m e n t s  o f  m y  n a tu r e ,  and  
s p e a k  to  m e  a s  w ith  th e  v o i c e  o f  m y  ow n  s o u l"  ( 2 2 5 - 2 2 6 ) .  C l e a r l y ,  
he s e e s  th i s  s p i r i t u a l  i d e a l  in  M au d .
W h e th e r  h e  i s  to  c h o o s e  a p h y s i c a l  i d e a l  or on e  th a t  i s  
s p i r i t u a l ,  W a y m a r k  b e l i e v e s  th a t  the i d e a l  w i l l  be  im p o r t a n t ,  
n o t  f o r  i t s e l f ,  but fo r  h is  a r t:
O n ly  a s  a r t i s t i c  m a t e r i a l  h a s  h u m a n  l i f e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  .
. . L i f e  f o r  i t s  o w n  s a k e ?  - - n o ;  I w o u ld  d r in k  a p in t  o f  
l a u d a n u m  t o - n i g h t .  B u t l i f e  a s  th e  s o u r c e  o f  s p le n d id  
p i c t u r e s ,  in e x h a u s t i b l e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  e f f e c t s  -  - th a t  c a n  
r e c o n c i l e  m e  to  e x i s t e n c e ,  and th a t  o n ly .  It i s  a  d e l i g h t  
f o l l o w e d  b y  no b i t t e r  a f t e r - t a s t e ,  and the  o n ly  s u c h  
d e l i g h t  I k n o w . (117)
W a y m a r k  e v e n t u a l l y  r e a l i z e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  h i s  d e s i r e  fo r  Ida,  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  m e r e  p h y s i c a l  lu s t ,  b e c a u s e  Ida h a s  m a d e  
h e r s e l f  s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h y  to  be lo v e d  b o th  p h y s i c a l l y  and
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s p i r i t u a l l y ,  i s  m e a n in g f u l  in  and f o r  i t s e l f  and n o t  j u s t  f o r  a r t:
" H is  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  a r t  w a s  f a l l in g  a w a y ;  a s  a fa i th  i t  h a d  
f a i l e d  h im  in  h i s  h o u r  o f  n e e d .  In i t s  s t e a d  a n o th e r  fa i t h  h a d  
c o m e  to  h im ,  a f a i th  w h i c h  he  f e l t  to  b e  a l l - p o w e r f u l ,  and th e  
s o l e  s t a y  o f  a m a n ' s  l i f e  a m id  th e  s h i f t in g  s h a d o w s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c r e e d s "  (270 ) .  T h is  o t h e r  f a i th  i s  l o v e ,  l o v e  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  to  
W a y m a r k  b y  Ida S t a r r ,  lo v e  w h i c h  at i t s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  i n v o l v e s  
a t o t a l  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  s e l f ,  b o th  b o d y  and s o u l ,  to  a n o th e r .
W hat W a y m a r k  f in a l l y  c o m e s  to  r e a l i z e  a b o u t  lo v e  i s  r e v e a l e d  
b y  th e  n a r r a t o r  v e r y  e a r l y  in  T h e  U n c l a s s e d . A  c h a n c e  r e m a r k  
a p p l ie d  to  Id a 's  g r a n d f a t h e r  i s  e q u a l ly  a p p l ic a b le  to  W a y m a r k ,  
f o r  b o th  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  " in c a p a b le  a s  y e t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g  th a t  
l o v e  m u s t  and w i l l  b e  i t s  ow n  r e w a r d "  (39) .  B o th  W a y m a r k  and  
M r . W o o d s to c k ,  th e  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  do  c o m e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th is  
m y s t e r y  o f  l o v e ,  and b o th  l e a r n  i t  f r o m  Ida  S t a r r ,  th e  c o n v e r t e d  
p r o s t i t u t e  fo r  w h o m  lo v e  i s  t o t a l  g iv in g .  O n ly  a f t e r  m u c h  s p i r i t u a l  
a g o n y  c a n  W a y m a r k  r e c o g n i z e  in  Ida  "an  i d e a l  . . . .  T h e  n o b l e s t  
and s w e e t e s t  w o m a n  I h a v e  k n o w n ,  o r  s h a l l  k n o w , on  e a r t h "  (3 0 9 ) .
W hen  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  c o n v e r s i o n  r e c o n c i l e s  the  s p i r i t u a l  and  
p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  h e r  n a t u r e ,  s h e  b e c o m e s  c a p a b le  o f  o f f e r i n g  
to  W a y m a r k  m e a n in g  in  l i f e ,  and s h e  g i v e s  h i m  an  i d e a l  h ig h e r  
th a n  e i t h e r  o f  h i s  f o r m e r  f r a g m e n t a r y  i d e a l s .  M a u d 's  c o ld
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s p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  f o r  h e r  a d e a d  e n d .  H e r  o n ly  r e c o u r s e  w h e n  s h e  
i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  l i f e  i s  r e t r e a t  in to  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c i s m  and  
e n t r a n c e  in to  th e  r e l i g i o u s ,  c e l i b a t e  n o n - l i f e  w h e r e  s h e  c a n  e x i s t  
ou t  o f  a  w o r ld  o f  w h ic h  s h e  i s  n o t  a p a r t .  B ut u n l ik e  M r s .  
H o u s to u n 's  n u n s ,  M aud  r e m a i n s  u n c o m m it t e d  to  m a n  and t h e r e ­
f o r e  o n ly  h a l f  a l i v e .  On the o t h e r  h an d , j u s t  a s  s e x  l e a d s  to  
p r o c r e a t i o n ,  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and  p a s s i o n  l e a d  to  m e a n in g f u l  e x i s t e n c e  
th a t  i s  f u l ly  h u m a n .  T h r o u g h  W a y m a r k 's  lo v e  fo r  h e r ,  Ida r i s e s  
a b o v e  th e  l e v e l  o f  a m e r e  p r o s t i t u t e  to  s o m e t h in g  b e t t e r ,  to  an  
" a n g e l"  w o r k in g  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  w h ic h  s h e  i s  t r u l y  a  p a r t .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  h e r  s e x u a l i t y  l e a d s  h e r  to  a  m e a n in g f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w ith  W a y m a r k ,  and he f in d s  in  h e r  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  f u l f i l l ­
m e n t .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  e v e n  th o u g h  W a y m a r k  d o e s  l e a r n  th a t  lo v e  
e x i s t s  f o r  the  s a k e  o f  l o v e ,  h i s  e a r l i e r  o p in io n  i s  s h o w n  to  be  
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  w r o n g ,  fo r  h e  c o m e s  to  f in d  th a t  w ith o u t  l o v e ,  
w ith o u t  Ida , h e  i s  " d o r m a n t"  (290)  a s  an  a r t i s t  no l e s s  th a n  as  
a h u m a n  b e in g .  S e p a r a t e d  f r o m  h e r ,  he  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  g iv in g  
a n y th in g  to  h i s  a r t ,  in c a p a b le  o f  g iv in g  b ir t h ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  to  
a n y th in g  o f  v a lu e  in  a n y  r e a l m .  W hen h e  c o m e s  b a c k  to  Id a  h e  
c o m e s  b a c k  to  l i f e  and b e c o m e s  o n c e  a g a in  a r t i s t i c a l l y  p r o d u c t iv e .
T h i r t e e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  G i s s i n g  w r o t e  T h e  U n c l a s s e d , W ilk ie  
C o l l i n s  d e v e l o p e d  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a  p r o s t i t u t e  and a
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r e f o r m e r  in  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n  in  T he N e w  M a g d a le n  (1873). C o l l i n s '  
n o v e l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  th e  r e f o r m e r  i s  an  o r d a in e d  
m i n i s t e r  in  th e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  
n e w  M a g d a le n  i s  q u ite  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e x u a l ,  and b e c a u s e  J u l ia n  
G r a y 's  r e s p o n s e  to  a p r o s t i t u t e  s u g g e s t s  th a t  h e  f in d s  in  th is  
o u t c a s t  th e  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e .
M e r c y  M e r r i c k  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a t o t a l l y  b l a m e s l e s s  p r o s t i t u t e .  
W h ile  s t i l l  a  c h i l d ,  s h e  i s  a b a n d o n e d  b y  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  f a l s e l y  
a c c u s e d  o f  a d u l t e r y  in  th e  h o u s e  w h e r e  s h e  w o r k s  a s  a s e r v a n t ,  
an d  d r i v e n  out to  e a r n  an  in a d e q u a te  in c o m e  a s  a " s lo p "  w o r k e r .  
W h en  s h e  f a in t s  f r o m  h u n g e r ,  s h e  i s  r a p e d  and d e l i v e r e d  to  a  
b r o t h e l .  I n n o c e n t  o f  a l l  w r o n g ,  M e r c y  b e c o m e s ,  th r o u g h  
n e c e s s i t y ,  an  e q u a l ly  b l a m e l e s s  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h r o u g h  th e  t r e a c h e r y  
o f  a  v i c i o u s  w o m a n ,  M e r c y  i s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  s t e a l i n g ,  y e t  one  m o r e  
c r i m e  o f  w h ic h  s h e  i s  in n o c e n t .   ̂ W h ile  s e r v i n g  p a r t  o f  h e r  
s e n t e n c e  in  a r e f u g e ,  s h e  h e a r s  a s e r m o n  b y  J u l ia n  G r a y ,  the  
c l e r g y m a n ,  and  d e t e r m i n e s  to  l i v e  v i r t u o u s l y .  "A s fo r  m e ,  " 
s h e  e x p l a i n s ,  irhe to u c h e d  m y  h e a r t  a s  no  m a n  h a s  to u c h e d  it  
b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e .  T h e  h a r d  d e s p a i r  m e l t e d  in  m e  at th e  so u n d
^ W ilk ie  C o l l i n s ,  T h e  N e w  M a g d a le n  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1873),  
c h a p t e r  X X V II p a s s i m .
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o f  h i s  v o i c e ;  th e  w e a r y  ro u n d  o f  m y  l i f e  s h o w e d  i t s  n o b le r  s id e  
a g a in  w h i le  h e  s p o k e .  F r o m  th a t  t i m e  I h a v e  a c c e p t e d  m y  h a rd  
l o t ,  I h a v e  b e e n  a  p a t ie n t  w o m a n "  (2 2 ) .  T h e r e  i s  no m e n t io n  
h e r e  o f  a n y  r e s p o n s e  to  G r a y ' s  t e x t ,  f o r  M e r c y  r e s p o n d s  n o t  to  
the  W ord  b u t to  th e  w o r d s ,  to  th e  v o i c e  and th e  m a n .
M e r c y ' s  f a l l  and c o n s e q u e n t  r i s e  a r e  r e l e g a t e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  
to  a s i n g l e  c h a p t e r  in  T h e N e w  M a g d a l e n . T he m a j o r  p o r t io n  o f  
th e  n o v e l  g r o w s  out o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e b y  M e r c y  i s  g iv e n  
a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  a s s u m e  th e  n a m e ,  th e  r o l e ,  and th e  h o n e s t  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  w o m a n  w ho  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  k i l l e d  b y  s h r a p n e l  d u r in g  
th e  F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n  W ar, T h is  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  to  
M e r c y  th e  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  w a y  b a c k  in to  th e  w o r ld  o f  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  
E v a n g e l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  T h u s ,  s h e  b e c o m e s  G r a c e  R o s e b e r r y ,  
the  r e a d e r  and c o m p a n io n  to  E n g la n d 's  L a d y  J a n e t  R o y ,  and  
e v e n t u a l l y  th e  f i a n c e e  o f  H o r a c e  H o l m c r o f t .
In s p i t e  o f  the i m p r o v e m e n t  in  h e r  l i f e  b y  v i r t u e  o f  h e r  
n e w  p o s i t i o n ,  M e r c y  r e m a i n s  u n h a p p y ,  f o r  s h e  i s  a l l  t o o  a w a r e  
th a t  s h e  i s  g u i l ty  o f  deceit  ( 5 2 ) .  She i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t r e s s e d  
b y  k n o w in g  th a t  s h e  h a s  e a r n e d  th e  lo v e  o f  b o th  H o r a c e  and L a d y  
J a n e t ,  w h o  m a k e s  M e r c y  h e r  a d o p te d  d a u g h t e r ,  b y  f a l s e  p r e t e n s e s .  
Sh e i s  g u i l t y  o f  h a v in g  " c h e a te d  t h e m  out o f  t h e i r  l o v e "  (148) j u s t  
a s  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  f a l s i f i e s  l o v e .  A s  w a s  h e r  o r i g i n a l  p r o s t i t u t io n ,
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h e r  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  i s  a p h y s i c a l  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  a t  w h ic h  h e r  s p i r i t  
r e c o i l s .  E v e n  th o u g h  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  r e s p o n s e  t  o b o th  f r i e n d s  
i s  s i n c e r e ,  i t  i s  at od d s  w ith  h e r  p h y s i c a l  d e c e i t .  T h u s ,  M e r c y  
n e e d s  to  u n d e r g o  c o n v e r s i o n  in  o r d e r  to  r e i n t e g r a t e  th e  p h y s i c a l  
and s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  h e r  n a t u r e ,  in  o r d e r  to  lo v e  f u l ly  a s  
a p e r s o n  m u s t  l o v e .
T h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  c o n v e r s i o n  o f f e r s  i t s e l f  w h e n  the  r e a l  
G r a c e  R o s e b e r r y  a p p e a r s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  L a d y  J a n e t ' s  n e p h e w ,  
th e  s a m e  J u l ia n  G r a y  M e r c y  had  s o  a d m ir e d  a t  a d i s t a n c e .  T h u s ,  
M e r c y  i s  f a c e d  w ith  a  c o n f l i c t .  If s h e  c o n f e s s e s  to  h e r  fr a u d  and  
i s  tu r n e d  ou t ,  a l i f e  o f  u t t e r  h o p e l e s s n e s s  a w a i t s  h e r .  G r a c e  
R o s e b e r r y ' s  v i c i o u s n e s s  o f f e r s  h e r  a  f u r t h e r  t e m p t a t io n  fo r  
p u r s u i n g  h e r  i m p e r s o n a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  r e a l  G r a c e  c o u ld  n e v e r  w in  
th e  h e a r t  o f  L a d y  J a n e t  a s  h a s  th e  k in d  and lo v i n g  M e r c y .  T he  
g i r l  m u s t  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  d e c e i t  and a c o n s e q u e n t l y  h a p p y  and  
c a r e f r e e  l i f e  o n  the one  h a n d , and j u s t i c e  w ith  i t s  c o n s e q u e n t  
h o p e l e s s n e s s  o n 'th e  o th e r .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  M e r c y  a c k n o w le d g e s  
no  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  God in  m a k in g  h e r  c h o ic e ;  s h e  i s  a w a r e  o n ly  
of th e  l e g i t i m a t e  c l a i m s  o f  th e  v i c i o u s  G r a c e .  T h e t e m p t a t io n  
to  c h o o s e  m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  as  a l m o s t  to o  a t t r a c t i v e  
to  r e f u s e  w h e n  th e  o n ly  o b l ig a t io n  i s  to  a p e t ty ,  c r u e l  w o m a n .
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J u l ia n  G r a y  p r o v id e s  M e r c y  w ith  th e  s t r e n g t h  s h e  n e e d s  to
r e n o u n c e  h e r  i l l - g o t t e n  p o s i t i o n ,  h e r  e n g a g e m e n t ,  and th e  lo v e
th a t  s h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  th r o u g h  d e c e i t .  A c c o r d in g  to  C o l l i n s '
b i o g r a p h e r ,  h i s  " a v e r s i o n  to  r e l i g i o n - - a l l  r e l i g i o n s - - g r e w  m o r e
s e t t l e d  th r o u g h o u t  h is  l i f e .  In h is  s t o r i e s  a l m o s t  no c l e r g y m a n
7o r  d e v o u t  p e r s o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  w ith o u t  r i d i c u l e .  " B ut J u l ia n  
G r a y  i s  a  m a n  b e f o r e  h e  i s  a c l e r g y m a n ,  and  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  
p r e t e n s e  o f  o r th o d o x y ,  h is  r e l i g i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  s u b j e c t i v e .  He  
d e s c r i b e s  h i s  c r e e d :
I t r y  to  lo v e  m y  n e ig h b o u r  a s  m y s e l f .  . . . T he tr u e  
C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e  i s  the  v ir tu e  w h ic h  n e v e r  d e s p a i r s  
o f  a f e l l o w - c r e a t u r e .  T h e  t r u e  C h r i s t ia n  fa i th  b e ­
l i e v e s  in  M a n  as  w e l l  a s  in  God. F r a i l  and f a l l e n  a s  w e  
a r e ,  w e c a n  r i s e  on  w in g s  o f  r e p e n t a n c e  f r o m  e a r t h  
to  h e a v e n .  H u m a n ity  i s  s a c r e d .  H u m a n ity  h as  i t s  
i m m o r t a l  d e s t i n y .  (158)
T h u s ,  l o v e ,  th e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  G r a y 's  c r e e d ,  i s  the  v ir tu e  w h ic h  
he w i l l  o f f e r  to  M e r c y  w h o  h a s  a b u s e d  lo v e  th r o u g h  b o th  p r o s t i t u ­
t io n  and d e c e i t .  A s  h is  c h a r i t y  w i l l  b r in g  a b o u t  M e r c y ' s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  
the o b j e c t  o f  th a t  lo v e  w i l l  th e n  be c a p a b le  o f  t o t a l  l o v e .
M e r c y  s e e k s  n o t  J u l ia n ' s  c l e r i c a l  c o m f o r t  fo r  h e r  d i f f i c u l t  
c o n f e s s i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  h is  m a n ly  s t r e n g t h ,  th e  h u m a n  s t r e n g t h
^ N u e l  P h a r r  D a v i s ,  T he L if e  o f  W ilk ie  C o l l in s  (U r b a n a ,  111. , 
1956),  p . 19.
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s h e  la c k s  in  t im e  o f  c r i s i s .  W hen  G r a c e  R o s e b e r r y  m e r c i l e s s l y  
i n s u l t s  the s t r u g g l in g  p e n i t e n t ,  M e r c y  w a v e r s  in  h e r  in t e n t io n  to  
m a k e  r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h e r  d e c e p t io n ,  b u t  " J u l ia n fs in f lu e n c e  s t i l l  
m a d e  i t s e l f  f e l t"  (179). T e m p t e d  to  p e r s i s t  in  h e r  d e c e i t ,  M e r c y  
c a n n o t  ig n o r e  th e  c l a i m s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  n ot  the  j u s t i c e  o f  God b u t th a t  
o f  m a n  fo r  h i s  f e l l o w  m a n ,  and a g a in  J u l ia n  o f f e r s  h e r  s t r e n g t h .  
"T he s t e a d y  in n e r  l i g h t  th a t  h e  had  s e e n  in  [ h e r  e y e s ]  o n c e  a l r e a d y  
s h o n e  in  t h e m  a g a in ,  b r i g h t e r  and p u r e r  th a n  b e f o r e .  T he  
c o n s c i e n c e  th a t  h e  h a d  f o r t i f i e d ,  th e  s o u l  th a t  h e  had  s a v e d ,  
lo o k e d  a t  h i m  and s a id ,  D o u b t  u s  no m o r e "  (197)! F o r t i f i e d  
b y  h is  p r e s e n c e  and h is  c o m f o r t ,  M e r c y  f i n a l l y  m a k e s  r e p a r a t i o n  
th r o u g h  c o n f e s s i o n .  H o r a c e  H o l m e r o f t  b i t t e r l y  b r e a k s  o f f  the  
e n g a g e m e n t ,  and L a d y  J a n e t ,  s tu n g  l e s s  b y  M e r c y ’s d e c e i t  th a n  
b y  h e r  r e f u s a l  to  p e r s i s t  in  th a t  d e c e i t  f o r  the s a k e  o f  th e  o ld  
w o m a n ' s  l o v e ,  o r d e r s  th e  p e n i t e n t  to  "Go b a c k  to the R e fu g e "
(2 9 7 ) .  T h u s ,  M e r c y ' s  s e l f l e s s n e s s  in  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  v i l e  G r a c e  
d e p r i v e s  h e r  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  h a s  and l e a v e s  h e r  b a c k  w h e r e  
s h e  w a s  at the  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n o v e l  b u t  w ith o u t  e v e n  th e  n u r s in g  
jo b  th a t  had e a r n e d  th e  r e s p e c t  and lo v e  o f  th e  w o u n d ed  m e n  
f o r  th e  w o m a n  t h e y  c a l l e d  an  " a n g e l"  (34) .  H e r  c o n v e r s i o n  h a s  
g iv e n  h e r  o n ly  th e  p o t e n t ia l  f o r  t o t a l  lo v e  b y  a d d in g  th e  c a p a c i t y  
f o r  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e  u n s u l l i e d  b y  d e c e i t  to  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  c a p a c i t y
256
f o r  s e x u a l  l o v e .
A s  M e r c y  r e s p o n d s  to  th e  c h a r i t y  o f  J u l ia n ,  s o  he r e s p o n d s  
to  h e r ;  but h i s  r e s p o n s e  i s  p h y s i c a l  f i r s t  and s p i r i t u a l  o n ly  
s e c o n d a r i l y .  A f t e r  s e e i n g  M e r c y  but o n c e  and ta lk in g  to  h e r  
o n ly  b r i e f l y ,  h e  c o n f e s s e s  th a t  h e  h a s  f a l l e n  in  lo v e  a t  f i r s t  s ig h t ,  
th a t  "She h a s  m a d e  h e r s e l f  a  p a r t  o f  m y s e l f "  (126). A t t h e ir  
s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  J u l ia n  th in k s  "If I lo o k  a t  h e r  a g a in  . . .  I s h a l l  
f a l l  at h e r  f e e t  and  ow n  th a t  I a m  in  lo v e  w ith  h e r "  (152)! T he  
f e a r  o f  d o in g  s o ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  p r e v e n t  h im  f r o m  w a tc h in g  
h e r  and r e s p o n d in g  to  h e r  p h y s i c a l  b e a u ty  (153). A t th e  t im e  o f  
h e r  c o n f e s s i o n ,  M e r c y  a s k s  J u l ia n  fo r  h e r  h and , th e  s u p p o r t  
o f  h i s  to u c h .  T he h a n d c la s p  g iv e s  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  s t r e n g t h  bu t  
p r o d u c e s  in  h i m  a  d e c i d e d l y  p h y s i c a l  r e s p o n s e :
T h e  s o f t  c l a s p  o f  h e r  f i n g e r s ,  c l in g in g  rou n d  h i s ,  r o u s e d  
h i s  s e n s e s ,  f i r e d  h i s  p a s s i o n  fo r  h e r ,  s w e p t  o u t  o f  h i s  
m in d  th e  p u r e  a s p ir a t io n s  w h ic h  h a d  f i l l e d  i t  b u t  a  m o m e n t  
b e f o r e ,  p a r a l y z e d  h is  p e r c e p t i o n  when it w a s  j u s t  p e n e ­
t r a t i n g  th e  m y s t e r y  o f  h e r  d i s t u r b e d  m a n n e r  and h e r  
s t r a n g e  w o r d s .  A l l  the  m a n  in  h im  t r e m b l e d  u n d e r  th e  
r a p tu r e  o f  h e r  to u c h .  (163-164)
A nd a s  "he [ t a s t e s ]  to  th e  fu l l  th e  d e l i c i o u s  jo y  o f  lo o k in g  a t  
h e r "  (164), h e  f o r c e s  f r o m  h is  m in d  th e  f a c t  th a t  the g i r l  i s  
e n g a g e d  to  a n o th e r  m a n .  A lth o u g h  he h e lp s  M e r c y  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  the  
r e s p o n s e  s h e  e l i c i t s  in  h i m  i s  p h y s i c a l .  In a s e n s e ,  M e r c y
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c o n v e r t s  h im ,  a s  h e  d o e s  h e r ,  b y  ad d in g  to h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  
s p i r i t u a l  l o v e - - h u m a n e  c h a r i t y - - t h e  c a p a c i t y  fo r  s e x u a l  l o v e  
b y  v ir tu e  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s e  to  h e r .
W hen  M e r c y  c o n f e s s e s  h e r  d e c e p t io n  to  H o r a c e  and  L a d y  
J a n e t  and i s  t h e r e b y  c o n v e r t e d ,  J u l ia n  r e f e r s  to  h e r  a s  a  " B e a u t i ­
fu l  p u r i f i e d  s o u l ” (2 8 5 ) .  H e r  b e a u t i fu l  s o u l  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  h e r  
b e a u t i f u l  p h y s i c a l  n a tu r e  to  w h i c h  J u l ia n  o r i g i n a l l y  and i m m e d i a t e l y  
r e s p o n d e d .  T h e  p r id e  J u l ia n  t a k e s  in  the t o t a l  p e r s o n  and the  
lo v e  he b e a r s  fo r  th a t  p e r s o n  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  the  s m i l e  on h i s  
f a c e .  L a d y  J a n e t ' s  s e r v a n t s  in t e r p r e t  th e  s m i l e  a s  s u g g e s t i n g  
th a t  J u l ia n  i s  "in a f a i r  w a y  o f  p r e f e r m e n t  in  th e  C h u r c h "  (2 8 6 ) .  
T h is ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  p o in t .  If h u m a n i ty  i s  s a c r e d ,  
th e  c h u r c h  o f  the  r e l i g i o n  of m a n  b e c o m e s  th e  b o d y  c o n t a in in g  
and r e f l e c t i n g  the  s p i r i t .  J u l ia n  c o n f i r m s  th e  s e r v a n t s '  g u e s s  
b y  r e s i g n i n g  h i s  c u r a c y  in  the  C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d ,  in  w h ic h  
d iv in i t y  i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t .  He e v e n t u a l l y  w in s  th e  hand  o f  M e r c y ,  
th e  c h u r c h  o f  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e .
A c c o r d in g  to  M i s s  P a t r i c i a  T h o m s o n ,  the  V ic t o r i a n  r e a d i n g  
p u b l ic  w a s  s h o c k e d  b y  T h e  N e w  M a g d a le n ' s  a v o w a l  o f  "the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e m a i n i n g  c h a s t e  in  s p i r i t  and s o u l  a f t e r  the  b o d y
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h ad  b e e n  p r o s t i t u t e d .  " B ut a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  s u c h  an  a v o w a l  
w a s  b y  no m e a n s  n e w .  It w a s  a s  o ld  a s  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n i s  t i c  a l l y  
c o n c e i v e d  p r o s t i t u t e .  W hat w a s  s h o c k in g  w a s  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n  
th a t  M e r c y  M e r r i c k ,  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  the d iv in e  
i m m a n e n c e ,  th a t  h e r  l o v e  c o u ld  be  in c lu d e d  in  the s t a t e m e n t  
" L o v e  i s  G od. "
M e r c y  and J u l ia n  m a r r y  and f a c e  t o g e t h e r  "the u n k n o w n  
fu tu r e "  (3 2 5 ) ,  and a lth o u g h  i t  m a y  be u n k n o w n , i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
e a r t h l y ,  f o r  th e  n e w  r e l i g i o n  o f  m a n  f in d s  d iv in i t y  in  th e  h e r e  
and  n o w , d iv in i t y  th a t  c o m e s  th r o u g h  m u tu a l  l o v e .  J u l i a n ’s 
c h a r i t y  i s  a  s i g n  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e ,  and M e r c y  b r in g s  ou t  
p h y s i c a l  lo v e  in  h i m .  P r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  a  p r o s t i t u t e  
s h e  i s  c a p a b le  o f  p h y s i c a l  l o v e  but n e e d s  o n ly  th e  c o n v e r s i o n  to  
add s p i r i t u a l  lo v e  to  th e  p h y s i c a l  and b e c o m e  a t o t a l  w o m e n  
c a p a b le  of g iv in g  t o t a l  l o v e  to  a m a n .
T h e  i d e a l  u l t i m a t e l y  e s p o u s e d  b y  C la u d e  A m e l iu s  G o ld e n -  
h e a r t ,  l e a d in g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  W ilk ie  C o l l i n s '  T he F a l l e n  L e a v e s  
(1886) i s  b a s i c a l l y  th e  s a m e  a s  in  T h e  N e w  M a g d a le n , but th e  
e v a l u a t i o n  i s  m o r e  s p e c i f i c .  On a s h ip  t r a v e l l i n g  f r o m  A m e r i c a  
to  E n g la n d  A m e l iu s  d e s c r i b e s  th e  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t  o f  w h ic h  he i s  a
^ T h e  V i c t o r i a n  H e r o i n e : A  C h a n g in g  I d e a l , 1 8 3 7 -1 8 7 3  
(L o n d o n ,  1956),  p . 162.
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m e m b e r ,  the  ’’P r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t ia n  S o c i a l i s t s "  w h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  
a r e  lo c a t e d  " in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t - - n o t  in  the  
l e t t e r "  (32)„
W e  f in d , in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  the  b o o k ,  the m o s t  s i m p l e  and  
m o s t  p e r f e c t  s y s t e m  o f  r e l i g i o n  and m o r a l i t y  th a t  
h u m a n i ty  h a s  e v e r  r e c e i v e d - - a n d  w ith  th a t  w e  a r e  
c o n te n t .  T o  r e v e r e n c e  God; and to  lo v e  o u r  n e i g h ­
b o r  a s  o u r s e l v e s :  i f  w e  h ad  o n ly  t h o s e  tw o  
c o m m a n d m e n t s  to  g u id e  u s ,  w e  s h o u ld  h a v e  
e n o u g h .  T h e  w h o le  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  D o c t r i n e s  (as  t h e y  
a r e  c a l l e d )  w e  r e j e c t  a t  o n c e ,  w ith o u t  s to p p in g  to  
d i s c u s s  t h e m .  (32)
A m e l i u s  e x e m p l i f i e s  h i s  r e l i g i o n ,  a b e l i e f  s i m p l y  in  u n i v e r s a l  
l o v e ,  w h e n  a p a s s e n g e r  a t t e m p t s  to  s h o o t  a " w e a r y  l i t t l e  la n d -  
b ir d "  (24) w h o  p a u s e s  to  r e s t  on  th e  s h ip .  G r a b b in g  th e  gun  
f r o m  the  w o u l d - b e  m a r i n e r ' s  h a n d s ,  A m e l i u s rs c a s t i g a t i o n  o f  
th e  in h u m a n e  p a s s e n g e r  e v e n  e c h o e s  C o le r i d g e :  "Y ou  w r e t c h !
w o u ld  y o u  k i l l  the  p o o r  w e a r y  b ir d  th a t  t r u s t s  o u r  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  and  
. .on ly  a s k s  u s  to  g iv e  i t  a r e s t ?  T h e  l i t t l e  h a r m l e s s  th in g  i s  a s  
m u c h  one o f  G o d 's  c r e a t u r e s  a s  y o u  a r e "  (24) .
^W ilk ie  C o l l i n s ,  T h e F a l l e n  L e a v e s ,  F i r s t  S e r i e s  (L o n d o n ,
1886) ,  p . 26 .
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In L o n d o n  A m e l i u s  e n c o u n t e r s  S im p le  S a l ly ,  a s i x t e e n -  
y e a r - o l d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  bu t a  m o r e  s i n l e s s  p r o s t i t u t e  i t  w o u ld  be  
d i f f i c u l t  to i m a g i n e .  S h e  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  s p i r i t u a l  a s s e n t  to  h e r  
p h y s i c a l  d e g r a d a t io n  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  m e n t a l l y  d e f i c i e n t .
S he  h a s  n o t  c h o s e n  the  l i f e  o f  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  but b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  both  
a d o l e s c e n t  and in c o m p e t e n t ,  s h e  i s  t a k e n  a d v a n ta g e  o f  b y  a  " w ild  
b e a s t  o n  tw o  l e g s "  (188) w h o  s e n d s  h e r  o u t  to  th e  s t r e e t s  to  m a k e  
m o n e y  b y  p r o s t i t u t io n  and w h o  b e a t s  h e r  w h e n  s h e  f a i l s  to  b r in g  
h o m e  e n o u g h  to  k e e p  h im  in  l i q u o r .  B e c a u s e  S a l ly  k n o w s  n o  
b e t t e r ,  s h e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c o m p l i e s  w ith  h is  o r d e r s ,  and t h e r e  
i s  no w a y  fo r  h e r  to  e s c a p e  h i s  c l u t c h e s .  In h e r  d e f i c i e n t  s t a t e ,  
s h e  h a r d ly  k n o w s  th a t  s h e  s h o u ld  e s c a p e .  T h u s ,  S a l l y ' s  s p i r i t u a l  
q u a l i t i e s  a r e  a s  y e t  u n d e v e lo p e d  j u s t  a s  th e  s e x u a l  c a p a c i t y  
r e m a i n s  u n d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  a d o l e s c e n t  g i r l  n o t  y e t  a w o m a n .  And  
in  the n e w  m o n i s m ,  th e  g i r l ' s  l a c k  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  
i m a g e d  in  h e r  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  In s p i t e  o f  s t a r v a t io n ,  
f r e q u e n t  b e a t in g s  w h ic h  l e a v e  h e r  s c a r r e d ,  p o v e r t y  and f i l t h ,  
th e  in n o c e n c e  o f  the  u n d e v e lo p e d  c h i ld  r e m a i n s  v i s i b l e :
T h e  l o s t  c r e a t u r e  h a d ,  to  a l l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  b a r e l y  p a s s e d  
th e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  c h i ld h o o d  and g i r l h o o d - - s h e  c o u ld  
h a r d ly  b e  m o r e  th a n  f i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o ld .  H e r  
e y e s ,  o f  th e  p u r e s t  and l o v e l i e s t  b lu e ,  r e s t e d  o n  A m e l i u s  
w ith  a  v a c a n t ly  p a t ie n t  lo o k ,  l i k e  th e  e y e s  o f  a  s u f f e r in g  
c h i ld .  . . . She w a s  l i t t l e  and th in ;  h e r  w o r n  and s c a n t y
261
c lo th in g  s h o w e r  h e r  f r a i l  y o u th fu l  f ig u r e  s t i l l  w a i t in g  fo r  
i t s  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  g r o w th .  . . . B ut fo r  th e  w o r d s  in  w h ic h  
s h e  h a d  a c c o s t e d  h im ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  to  
a s s o c i a t e  h e r  w ith  th e  l a m e n t a b le  l i f e  th a t  s h e  l e d .  T he  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  the g i r l  w a s  a r t l e s s l y  v i r g i n a l  and in n o c e n t ;  
she- lo o k e d  a s  i f  s h e  h ad  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  the c o n t a m in a t io n  
o f  th e  s t r e e t s  w ith o u t  b e in g  to u c h e d  b y  i t ,  w ith o u t  f e a r i n g  
i t ,  o r  f e e l i n g  i t ,  or  u n d e r s ta n d in g  i t .  R o b e d  in  p u r e  w h i t e ,  
w ith  h e r  g e n t le  e y e s  r a i s e d  to  h e a v e n ,  a p a in t e r  m ig h t  
h a v e  s h o w n  h e r  on  h i s  c a n v a s  a s  a s a in t  o r  an a n g e l ,  and  
the  c r i t i c a l  w o r ld  w o u ld  h a v e  s a id ,  H e r e  i s  th e  t r u e  i d e a l - -  
R a p h a e l  h i m s e l f  m ig h t  h a v e  p a in te d  t h i s .  (185-186)
W hen  A m e l i u s  t a k e s  h e r  h o m e  and o f f e r s  h e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  th e  
" b e a s t"  and a  b ed  to  s l e e p  in ,  th e  s im p le  c h i ld  i s  s u r p r i s e d  th a t  
h e r  p r o t e c t o r  d o e s  n o t  w i s h  to  go  to  b ed  w ith  h e r ;  but s h e  v o i c e s  
h e r  s u r p r i s e  w ith o u t  "the f a i n t e s t  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  i m m o d e s t y ,  " 
w ith o u t  a n y th in g  "that th e  m o s t  p r o f l i g a t e  m a n  l i v in g  c o u ld  h a v e  
i n t e r p r e t e d  i m p u r e l y "  (193). L a t e r ,  w h e n  th e  lo n e l y  and d i s ­
h e a r t e n e d  A m e l i u s  lo n g s  fo r  th e  c o m f o r t  and s u c c o r  o f  th e  l i t t l e  
d o g  and th e  fa w n  h e  r a i s e d  w h e n  a  b o y ,  h e  i s  c o m f o r t e d  b y  S a l ly ,  
"the c h i l d - v i c t i m  o f  c o ld  and h u n g e r ,  s t i l l  o n ly  f e e l i n g  h e r  w a y  
to  w o m a n h o o d ;  in n o c e n t  o f  a l l  o t h e r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  s o  lo n g  a s  s h e  
m ig h t  f i l l  th e  p l a c e  w h ic h  had  o n c e  b e e n  o c c u p ie d  b y  the d o g  and  
th e  faw n "  (2 4 7 )!  H e r  in n o c e n c e  m a k e s  S a l ly  s u p r e m e l y  c a p a b le  
o f  f i l l in g  th e  p l a c e  o f  in n o c e n t  a n im a l s  w h o  lo v e  b l in d ly  and
in s  t in c t i  ve  l y .
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B e c a u s e  S a l ly  i s  in  n e e d ,  th e  a p o s t l e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  lo v e  
b e f r i e n d s  h e r  and a t t e m p t s  to  h e l p  th e  p i t ia b le  s h e l l  o f  a  h u m a n  
b e in g .  H is  r e s p o n s e  to  h e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  a  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e ;  
th a t  i s  to  s a y ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  r e s p o n d  to  S a l ly  a s  m u c h  a s  to  h e r  
n e e d .  A  b a th ,  c l o t h e s ,  and fo o d  r e m e d y  S a l l y ' s  p h y s i c a l  d e f e c t s ,  
and  s h e  i s  s o o n  d e s c r i b e d  as  p o s s e s s i n g  "the b e a u ty  o f  you th "  
(2 4 5 ) .  T h a t  C o l l in s  h a s  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  m o n i s t i c  v i e w  o f  S im p le  
S a l ly  i s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  w h e n  A m e l i u s  t a k e s  the  g i r l  
to  a  d o c t o r ,  h e  l e a r n s  th a t  h e r  m e n t a l  d e f i c i e n c y  i s  but a ty p e  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  s t a r v a t io n :  " T he n a t u r a l  g r o w th  o f  h e r  s e n s e s - - h e r
h ig h e r  and h e r  l o w e r  s e n s e s  a l i k e - - h a s  b e e n  s tu n te d ,  l ik e  the  
n a t u r a l  g r o w th  o f  h e r  b o d y ,  b y  s t a r v a t i o n ,  t e r r o r ,  e x p o s u r e  to  
c o ld ,  and o th e r  in f l u e n c e s  in h e r e n t  in  th e  l i f e  th a t  s h e  h a s  le d "  
(205 ) .
T h e  r e m e d y  fo r  S a l ly ' s  c o n d i t io n  i s  s p i r i t u a l  fo o d ,  i . e .  , 
l o v e .  B e c a u s e  A m e l i u s  f r e e l y  g i v e s  h i s  l o v e ,  S a l ly  s o o n  d e v e l o p s  
in to  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  y o u n g  w o m a n :  " O b s e r v in g  w ith  in e x h a u s t ib l e
i n t e r e s t  the p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  m e n t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in  S a l ly ,  A m e l i u s  
w a s  s l o w  to  p e r c e i v e  th e  p h y s i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h ic h  w a s  u n ­
o b t r u s i v e l y  k e e p in g  p a c e  w ith  i t"  (3 0 8 ) .  S a l l y ' s  " c o n v e r s io n ,  " 
th e n ,  i s  n o t  f r o m  s i n  to  s i n l e s s n e s s  b u t f r o m  a d o l e s c e n c e  to  
m a t u r i t y .  T h e  f a c t  th a t  s h e  c e a s e s  to  p r a c t i c e  p r o s t i t u t io n
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o p e n s  th e  d o o r  f o r  h e r  r e c o v e r y ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  c o m p l e t e  
d i s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  e v e n  w h i le  a m e m b e r ,  s h e  h a s  
n o th in g  to  r e n o u n c e .  O n ly  a f t e r  s h e  u n d e r g o e s  t h i s  ' ' c o n v e r s io n "  
and i s  f u l ly  d e v e l o p e d  b o th  s p i r i t u a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i s  s h e  
c a p a b le  o f  lo v e  in  th e  t r u e  s e n s e .  T h u s ,  h e r  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  
n o t  d e g r a d e d  lo v e  b u t  i s  n o n - l o v e ,  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  s o m e o n e  
in c a p a b le  o f  lo v i n g  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  in c a p a b le  o f  m i s u s i n g  l o v e .
S a l l y ' s  o u tg o in g  n a tu r e  r e v e a l s  c l e a r l y  th a t  the c h a r i t y  
A m e l i u s  h a s  b e s t o w e d  on  h e r  h a s  f o s t e r e d  in  h e r  a  lo v e  fo r  h im ,  
a lo v e  w h ic h  r e m a i n s  p u r e l y  s p i r i t u a l  o n ly  s o  lo n g  a s  S a l ly  
r e m a i n s  a c h i ld .  S h e  r u n s  a w a y  f r o m  the  r e f u g e  in  w h ic h  A m e l i u s  
p l a c e s  h e r  b e c a u s e ,  s h e  s a y s ,  "I c a n ' t  l i v e  w ith o u t  s e e i n g  you;
I 'v e  t r i e d  t i l l  I c o u ld  t r y  no lo n g e r "  (2 4 7 ) .  She t e l l s  h i m  th a t  
s h e  l o v e s  h i m  and w a n ts  in  r e t u r n  fo r  h e r  lo v e  o n ly  to  be  a l lo w e d  
to  r e m a i n  h is  s e r v a n t  and to  s t a y  a lw a y s  n e a r  h im  (2 4 8 ) .  A m e l i u s  
m a k e s  the g i r l  h i s  u n o f f i c i a l  w a r d  and a s s u m e s  th e  r o l e  o f  h e r  
t e a c h e r ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .
A s  lo n g  a s  A m e l i u s  r e s p o n d s  o n ly  to  S a l l y ' s  s p i r i t u a l  
in n o c e n c e  and to  h e r  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s ,  h i s  r e s p o n s e  i s ,  in  a  
s e n s e ,  i m p e r s o n a l ,  f o r  he i s  n o t  r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  t o t a l  n a tu r e  
o f  the g i r l .  He m i s s e s  h e r  d u r in g  th e  b r i e f  p e r i o d  s h e  s p e n d s
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in  the " H o m e f o r  F r i e n d l e s s  W o m en "  ( 2 2 5 ) , ^  and h e  o f t e n  
th in k s  o f  h e r  o u tg o in g  and lo v i n g  n a t u r e .  B ut in  r e s p o n d in g  to  
h e r  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  he r e s p o n d s  o n ly  to  a  p a r t  o f  h e r .  W hen  S a l ly  
g r o w s  in to  w o m a n h o o d  and w h e n  A m e l i u s  f i n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e s  b o th  
a p h y s i c a l  and a s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t  to  S a l ly ,  o n ly  th e n  i s  h i s  r e s p o n s e  
p e r s o n a l .  He r e c o g n i z e s  th e  tw o  a s p e c t s  w h e n  th e  c u s t o m a r y  
g o o d - n ig h t  k i s s  b e t w e e n  t e a c h e r  and p u p i l ,  b e t w e e n  g u a r d ia n  
and w a r d ,  b e c o m e s  m o m e n t a r i l y  a  k i s s  o f  p a s s i o n  b e t w e e n  a 
m a n  and a  w o m a n  (318). F r o m  th is  m o m e n t  on , " th e ir  h a r m l e s s  
r e l a t i o n s  t o w a r d s  e a c h  o th e r "  (3 08) a r e  p o t e n t ia l l y  s o m e t h i n g  
othe  r th a n  h a r m l e  s s .
A  t h e m e  o f  T h e  F a l l e n  L e a v e s , th e n ,  i s  th a t  lo v e  i s  a  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  th a t  i s  b o th  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l .  O n ly  w h e n  
S a l l y  i s  r e v e a l e d  to h a v e  a  p h y s i c a l  b e in g ,  p u r e  and w o m a n ly ,  
d o e s  A m e l i u s  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  s h e  i s  m o r e  th a n  h is  d o g  o r  h is  
fa w n  w h o m  he c a n  ta k e  c a r e  o f .  S h e  i s  a w o m a n  w h o  n e e d s  n o t  
j u s t  c h a r i t y  b u t  h u m a n  l o v e .  S h e  s e e k s  th is  lo v e  in  A m e l i u s .
•^ T h e  i d e a  fo r  S im p le  S a l ly ,  w h o  s p e n d s  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  in  
the  " H om e fo r  F r i e n d l e s s  W o m en "  (2 0 0 ) ,  p r o b a b ly  c a m e  f r o m  
D ic k e n s '  a r t i c l e  " H o m e s  fo r  H o m e l e s s  W o m e n ,"  (H o u s e h o ld  W o r d s , 
VII, 1 6 9 -1 7 5 )  in  w h ic h  D ic k e n s  d e s c r i b e s ,  in  " C a s e  n u m b e r  
t w e n t y - s e v e n ,  " a  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  r e m a r k a b l y  
s i m i l a r  to  S a l l y ' s  and w h o  r e c e i v e d  th e  s a m e  t h e r a p y  r e c o m m e n d e d  
f o r  S a l ly  w ith  th e  s a m e  r e s u l t s .
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W hat i s  s o  im p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a b o u t  th e  h u m a n  lo v e  S a l l y  s e e k s
i s  th a t  C o l l in s '  i m a g e r y  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  th a t  th i s  l o v e  i s  th e  d iv in e
i m m a n e n c e .  S a l ly  t e l l s  A m e l i u s  th a t  w h e n  s h e  w a s  in  a  r e f u g e ,
<
th e  m a t r o n  ta u g h t  th e  g i r l s  a b o u t  "Our F a t h e r  up  in  H e a v e n "
(2 0 3 ) .  She c o n f e s s e s  th a t  s h e  w a s  a  b a d  g i r l ,  fo r  s h e  to ld  the  
m a t r o n ,  "I d o n 't  w a n t  h im  up  in  H e a v e n ;  I w a n t  h im  d o w n  h e r e "  
(2 0 3 ) .  H e r  a d u la t io n  o f  A m e l iu s  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  th a t  f r o m  th e  
b e g in n in g  h is  c h a r i t y  and k in d n e s s  h e lp  h i m  to  b e c o m e  the  God  
th a t  S a l l y  r e a l l y  w a n t s .  W hen  A m e l i u s  t r i e s  to  t e l l  h e r  of  
H e a v e n ,  a t ta in a b le  o n  th e  h a r d  c o n d i t io n  o f  f i r s t  p a y in g  the  
d e b t  o f  d ea th "  (3 0 6 ) ,  S a l ly  g i v e s  no  h e e d  to  th a t  H e a v e n ,  f o r ,  
s h e  s a y s ,  "I h a v e  fou n d  a k in d e r  H e a v e n  . . . .  It i s  h e r e  in  
th e  c o t t a g e ;  and  A m e l i u s  h a s  s h o w n  m e  th e  w a y  to  it"  (3 0 6 ) .
T h e  l i t t l e  c o t t a g e  b e c o m e s  a n  " e a r t h ly  p a r a d i s e "  (307 )  c l e a r l y  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  th e  h o m e  o f  A m e l i u s  w h o ,  b e c a u s e  h e  l o v e s ,  b e ­
c o m e s  d iv in e .
Of e v e n  g r e a t e r  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  th a t  A m e l i u s  
c o m e s  to  lo v e  S a l ly .  T h e  u n i v e r s a l  l o v e  h e  m a n i f e s t s  f r o m  th e  
t i m e  h e  s a v e s  th e  l i t t l e  b ir d  i s  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e .  A s  s u c h  it  i s  n o t  
th e  c o m p l e t e  lo v e  o f  a  h u m a n . O n ly  w h e n  S a l ly  g r o w s  in to  a  f u l l  
w o m a n  and A m e l iu s  r e s p o n d s  to  the  f u l l n e s s  o f  h e r  w o m a n h o o d - -  
h e r  s e x u a l  and h e r  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e s - - d o e s  h e  b e c o m e  f u l ly
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c a p a b le  o f  l o v e ,  f o r  th e  w o m a n  to  w h o m  he i s  e n g a g e d ,  R e g in a  
F a r n a b y ,  i s  th e  v i r g i n  q u e e n  w h o ,  l ik e  M au d  E n d e r b y ,  r e j e c t s  
p a s s i o n a t e  l o v e .  It i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  th a t  th e  lo v e  o f  a  o n e - t i m e  
p r o s t i t u t e  s h o u ld  ta k e  on  s u c h  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  f o r ,  a s  w e  h a v e  
s e e n ,  w h e n  th e  f o r c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  the  
s e x u a l  d e c l i n e s  i n  f o r c e ,  p h y s i c a l  l o v e  b e c o m e s  a n e c e s s i t y  
in  a n y  r e a l l y  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and c e r t a i n l y  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  
h a s  th is  c a p a c i t y .  T h u s ,  la t e  in  th e  n o v e l  A m e l i u s  s a y s  o f  
S a l ly ,  " H er h a p p i n e s s  i s  m o r e  p r e c i o u s  to  m e  th a n  w o r d s  c a n  
s a y .  S h e  i s  s a c r e d  to  m e "  (3 3 0 ) !  B y  v ir tu e  o f  h e r  c a p a c i t y  
fo r  l o v e ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ,  t o o ,  e m b o d i e s  the  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e ,  
and  b y  1886 C o l l in s  n e e d  n o t  c o n t e n t  h i m s e l f  w i th  m e r e l y  im p ly i n g  
th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  l o v e .
In the  n o v e l s  d i s c u s s e d  in  th e  a b o v e  p a g e s  a r e  s e v e r a l  f o r m s  
o f  lo v e  th a t  s e r v e  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  d iv in e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  In  
G i s s i n g ' s  T h e  U n c l a s s e d  Ida S ta r r  r e p r e s e n t s  the  h i g h e s t  f o r m  
o f  l o v e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  th e  m o s t  m e a n in g f u l  h u m a n  v a lu e ,  b e c a u s e  
s h e  i s  c a p a b le  o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e  o f  w h ic h  th e  r e f o r m e d  
p r o s t i t u t e  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  i s  c a p a b le  and b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  
s e n s u a l .  T he v e r y  q u a l i t y  c o n d e m n e d  b y  th e  s a m e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  - -  
s e n s u a l i t y - - i s  p r i z e d  b y  th e  m a n  s e e k i n g  th e  t o t a l  w o m a n .
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J u l ia n  G r a y ' s  b e l i e f  in  th e  d iv in i t y  o f  m a n ,  d iv in e  lo v e  th a t  i s  
a p p r e h e n d e d  th r o u g h  s e x u a l  l o v e ,  l e a d s  h i m  to  m a k e  M e r c y  
M e r r i c k  th e  c h u r c h  h e  w i l l  s e r v e  in .  M e r c y  h a s  b e e n  a  
p r o s t i t u t e  and i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a p a b le  o f  p h y s i c a l  l o v e .  T h r o u g h  
h e r  c o n v e r s i o n  s h e  l e a r n s  t r u e  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e  and th e n  o f f e r s  
J u l ia n  th e  t o t a l  l o v e  o f  a w o m a n .  In T h e  F a l l e n  L e a v e s  S im p le  
S a l l y  s e e s  in  th e  c h a r i t a b l e  A m e l i u s  h e r  God on  e a r t h  b e c a u s e  
o f  h i s  h u m a n i t a r ia n  c h a r i t y ,  and h e  s e e s  th e  d iv in e  in  th e  w o m a n  
w h o  c a n  lo v e  b o th  s p i r i t u a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  r a t h e r  th a n  in  the  
w o m a n  w h o  o f f e r s  c o l d l y  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e  w ith o u t  a c c o m p a n y in g  
p a s s i o n .
T h e  t h r e e  p r o s t i t u t e s  d e p ic t e d  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  a l l  
d e p ic t e d  m o n i s t i c a l l y .  M e r c y  M e r r i c k  and Ida S t a r r  r e j e c t  
th e  d u a l i s m  th a t  h a s  f o r  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  b e e n  th e  w h o r e ' s  
e x t e n u a t io n .  S im p le  S a l l y  n e v e r  h a s  a  d u a l  n a tu r e  to  r e j e c t ;  
f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  s h e  i s  p u r e  and in n o c e n t .  B u t to  th e  o th e r  
tw o ,  d u a l i s m  i s  d i s u n i t y ,  and th e  o n ly  i d e a l  i s  a n o b le  
s p i r i t u a l i t y  r e v e a l e d  b y  i n t e n s e  s e n s u a l i t y .  T h e  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  
i r o n i c a l  b e c a u s e  t h i s  s a m e  m o n i s m  h a d  b e e n  a  v e h i c l e  b y  w h ic h  
th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  c o n d e m n e d  t o t a l l y  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h e  m o n i s m  
th a t  e m e r g e s  n e a r  th e  en d  o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  R o m a n t i c  a s s e r t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the p o s i t i v e  v a lu e
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o f  p h y s i c a l  l o v e ,  a s s e r t i o n s  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  w in  w i d e s p r e a d  
a p p r o b a t io n  in  a  s o c i e t y  w h o s e  m o r a l i t y  w a s  p r e d o m in e n t ly  
p u r i t a n ic a l .  K i n g s l e y ' s  m u s c u l a r  C h r i s t ia n i t y  w ith  i t s  m o n i s t i c  
a s s e r t i o n  th a t  s e x u a l i t y  i m a g e d  i d e a l  p a s s i o n  w a s ,  a c c o r d i n g  
to  W a lte r  E .  H o u g h to n ,  "too o u t s p o k e n  to  be  q u ite  w h o l e s o m e .
O n ly  a f t e r  C h r i s t ia n i t y  w a s  " s u b j e c t i v iz e d "  c o u ld  V ic t o r i a n s  
h e e d  th e  c l a i m  th a t  s e x u a l  lo v e  w a s  a p a r t  o f  th e  d iv in e  i m m a n e n c e .  
T h u s  a  la t e  V i c t o r i a n  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  s e x u a l i t y  o p e n s  th e  d o o r  
f o r  th e  f i c t i o n a l  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  a c h a r a c t e r  w h o  h a d  r e c e i v e d  
at b e s t  p a r t ia l  e x t e n u a t io n  and w ho  h a d  m o r e  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  
c o n d e m n a t io n .
^ T he V ic t o r i a n  F r a m e  o f  M in d , 1 8 3 0 -1 8 7 0  (N ew  H a v e n ,  
1 9 5 7 ) ,  p . 3 7 7 .  _
CHAPTER IX
S U M M A R Y
T li is  s tu d y  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h r e e  b a s i c  f r a m e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  
fo r  d e p ic t in g  and e v a l u a t i n g  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  and the  p r o f e s s i o n  
of  p r o s t i tu t io n , ,  T h e  f i r s t ,  th e  m o n i s m  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  
c a m e  in to  b e in g  a s  a  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  w i d e s p r e a d  s e x u a l  l i c e n s e  o f  
th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e E v a n g e l i c a l s  o v e r - r e a c t e d  to  
s e x u a l  s i n ,  c o n d e m n e d  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  d e d u c e d  th e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  
n a tu r e  f r o m  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  c o n d e m n e d  the  
p r o s t i t u t e .  T h e  i n i t i a l  im p e t u s  fo r  t h i s  k in d  o f  c h a r a c t e r  a n a l y s i s  
o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  the  V ic t o r i a n  a g e  b e g a n ,  b u t  i t s  f o r c e  d u r in g  
th e  a g e  w a s  s u c h  th a t  i t  f o r m s  a b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  m u c h  of th e  
f i c t i o n  o f  th e  a g e  and  p r o v i d e s  a r e a s o n  fo r  m ore . N o r  w a s  th is  
c o n c e p t  d e a d  b y  th e  end  o f  th e  a g e .  In T h e  L ig h t  T h a t  F a i l e d  
(1891), fo r  e x a m p l e ,  D ic k  H e ld a r  r e j e c t s  h i s  ow n  id e a  o f  s e t t in g  
up B e s s i e  a s  h i s  m i s t r e s s  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  "the  
v i c i o u s  l i t t l e  h o u s e k e e p e r ' s  f o l l y .  B e s s i e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  m o n i s t i -  
c a l l y  p o r t r a y e d  and e v a l u a t e d ,  and lo n g  b e f o r e  D ic k  e v e r
•*-The W r i t in g s  in  P r o s e  and V e r s e  o f  R u d y a r d  K ip l in g  (N ew  
Y o r k ,  1898 ) ,  IX , 2 8 9 .
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r e a l i z e s  i t ,  th e  r e a d e r  s e e s  h e r  v i c i o u s n e s s  and  s e e s  i t  im a g e d  
in  h e r  p r o s t i t u t io n .  T h u s ,  h e r  s e l f i s h  and  l o v e l e s s  r e s p o n s e  
to  D i c k ’s s u g g e s t i o n  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  r e s p o n s e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  
t h i s  m o n i s t i c  a l l y  p o r t r a y e d  p r o s t i t u t e .  In ou r  ow n  c e n t u r y ,
W. S o m e r s e t  M a u g h a m  e m p l o y s  a m o n i s t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  w ith  
an E v a n g e l i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  M i ld r e d ,  the s e x u a l l y  o b s e s s e d ,  
s o m e t i m e  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o  i s  "not a w o m a n  w h o  c o n c e i v e d  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o m p a s s i o n ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  o r  k i n d n e s s .  " T h a t  th is  
c o n c e p t  r e m a i n e d  a f o r c e f u l  one  i s  a t t e s t e d  to  in  1902 b y  G e o r g e  
B e r n a r d  S h a w . In th e  P r e f a c e  to  M r s  W a r r e n ’s P r o f e s s i o n , 
S h a w  r e j e c t s  th i s  c o n d e m n a t o r y  m o n i s m ;  but b e c a u s e  he  d o e s  he  
i s  f o r c e d  to  d e fe n d  h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  an o u t r a g e d  p u b l ic  d e m a n d in g  
th a t  th e  p la y  b e  t a k e n  o f f  the  s ta g e :
H ad m y  p la y  b e e n  e n t i t l e d  M r W a r r e n ' s  P r o f e s s i o n ,  
and M r  W a r r e n  b e e n  a  b o o k m a k e r ,  n o b o d y  w o u ld  
h a v e  e x p e c t e d  m e  to  m a k e  h im  a v i l l a i n  a s  w e l l .  Y e t  
g a m b l in g  i s  a v i c e ,  and b o o k m a k i n g a n  in s t i t u t io n ,  fo r  
w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o th in g  to  b e  s a id .  . . . No.- 
h ad  I d r a w n  M r s  W a r r e n  a s  a  f ie n d  in  h u m a n  f o r m ,  
th e  v e r y  p e o p le  w h o  n o w  r e b u k e  m e  f o r  f l a t t e r in g  h e r  
w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  b e  th e  f i r s t  to  d e r id e  m e  fo r  d e d u c in g  
c h a r a c t e r  l o g i c a l l y  f r o m  o c c u p a t io n  i n s t e a d  of o b s e r v i n g  
i t  a c c u r a t e l y  in  s o c i e t y .  ^
2 Of H u m a n  B o n d a g e  (G a rd en  C ity ,  N . Y . , 1915), p. 441
^C o m p le t e  P l a y s  w ith  P r e f a c e s  (N e w  Y o r k ,  1962),  III, 
2 3 - 2 4 .  T h e  u n d e r s c o r e  i s  m i n e .
271
S h a w  p o in ts  o u t  th a t  o n ly  w ith  r e g a r d  to  s e x u a l  s i n  d o e s  th e  p u b l ic  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a s s u m e  d e p r a v i t y  o f  n a tu r e  a s  a  c o n c o m i t a n t  to  a 
p r o f e s s i o n  f r o m  w h ic h  one  m a k e s  a l i v i n g ,  and t h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  
th e  a t t i tu d e  I h a v e  l a b e l l e d  E v a n g e l i c a l .
A s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  h u m a n i t a r ia n s ,  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  w a s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t io n s  o r  fo r  the m i d d l e - c l a s s  
d i s s i p a t i o n  w h ic h  d r o v e  h e r  to  th e  s t r e e t s ;  n o r  w a s  s h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  th e  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l s  w h o  p r e a c h e d  r e p e n t a n c e  
b u t  f o r c e d  s o c i a l  b a n i s h m e n t  u p on  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  T h u s ,  th e y  
a m a lg a m a t e d  e l e m e n t s  f r o m  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h  f i c t i o n ,  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  F r e n c h  f i c t i o n  (p r o b a b ly  b y  w a y  o f  P a r e n t  -  
D u c h a t e l e t ) ,  and th e  m e l o d r a m a  o f  t h e i r  ow n  a g e  and n a t io n  
to  c r e a t e  the  d u a l i s t i c  p r o s t i t u t e  w h o s e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  r e m a i n s  
a lw a y s  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  and r e p u l s e d  b y  h e r  d i s g u s t i n g  p h y s i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n .  H u m a n i t a r ia n s  h a v e  t h e i r  t a r t  b u t  s a v e  h e r  t o o .
T h e y  c o n d e m n  p r o s t i t u t io n ,  bu t b e c a u s e  th e  p r o s t i t u t e  d o e s  n o t  
a c q u i e s c e  in  f o r c e s  b e y o n d  h e r  c o n t r o l ,  t h e y  e x e m p t  h e r  f r o m  
g u i l t .  T h is  k in d  o f  e x t e n u a t io n  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  a d a p ta b le  to  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l  n a t u r a l i s m .  T h u s ,  H a r d y 's  T e s s  r e m a i n s  a p u r e  w o m a n  
in  s p i t e  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  s h e  b e c o m e s  A le c  d ' U r b e r v i l l e ' s  m i s t r e s s  
a s  th e  o n ly  m e a n s  o f  f e e d in g  h e r  m o t h e r  and th e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  
o f  the D u r b y f i e ld  f a m i l y .  S i m i l a r l y  K ate  E d e ,  th e  p r o d u c t  o f
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b i o l o g i c a l  n a tu r a l i s m ,  in  G e o r g e  M o o r e ' s  A  M u m m e r ' s  W if e , 
i s  q u ite  b l a m e l e s s  o f  th e  p r o s t i t u t io n  to  w h ic h  s h e  i s  d r iv e n  b y  
a  p h y s i c a l  d i s e a s e :  a l c o h o l i s m .  B u t e v e n  in  f i c t i o n  th a t  d o e s
n o t  h a v e  a t r u e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  c o n t e x t ,  th i s  d u a l i s m  w it h  i t s  
e x t e n u a t in g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e m a i n s  a p o p u la r  id e a .  S h a w , fo r  
e x a m p l e ,  i s  n o t  a n a t u r a l i s t .  H e w r o t e  M r s  W a r r e n ' s  P r o ­
f e s s i o n ,  h e  s a y s ,  "to d r a w  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  t r u th  th a t  p r o s t i t u t io n  
i s  c a u s e d  . . . s i m p l y  b y  u n d e r p a y in g ,  u n d e r v a lu in g ,  and o v e r ­
w o r k in g  w o m e n  s o  s h a m e f u l l y  th a t  th e  p o o r e s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  f o r c e d  
to  r e s o r t  to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  to  k e e p  b o d y  and s o u l  t o g e t h e r .  " A nd  
M r s  W a r r e n  h e r s e l f  c l a i m s  th a t  s h e  " tr ie d  h o n e s t  w o r k ;  an d  I
w a s  s l a v e - d r i v e n  u n t i l  I c u r s e d  the  d a y  I e v e r  h e a r d  o f  h o n e s t  
c
w o r k .  " T h u s ,  th e  d u a l i s t i c  a t t i tu d e  l i n g e r e d  on  in to  o u r  ow n  
c e n t u r y ,  b e c a m e  a  l u c r a t i v e  a r e a  o f  s tu d y  fo r  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  and  
u n d e r w e n t  a c h a n g e  f r o m  the  p r e d ic a t i o n  of s o c i a l  c a u s e s  to  
p s y c h o l o g i c  a l .
T h e  t h ir d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  i s  a g a in  m o n i s t i c ,  
b u t i t  a p p r o v e s  p r e c i s e l y  th a t  w h ic h  th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  h a d  c o n d e m n e d — 
s e x u a l i t y .  A nd  i t ,  t o o ,  m ig h t  be  s a id  to be  r e l a t e d  to  n a t u r a l i s m
^ P r e f a c e ,  C o m p le t e  P l a y s , III, 3. 
c
M r s  W a r r e n ' s  P r o f e s s i o n , in  C o m p le te  P l a y s , III, 104.
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b u t to  a k in d  o f  r o m a n t i c  n a t u r a l i s m .  In an  e s s a y  e n t i t l e d  
" R o s s e t t i  and th e  R e l i g i o n  o f  B e a u ty "  (1883), F r e d e r i c k  W. H. 
M y e r s  d i s c u s s e s  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  l o v e  in  the  m o d e r n  w o r ld ,  
f o r  l o v e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  P l a t o ,  i s  " ' t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  and m e d i a t o r
L
b e t w e e n  God and m a n .  ' " F e m a l e  b e a u ty ,  c o n te n d s  M y e r s ,  i s  
th e  b a s i s  f o r  s u c h  a t h e o l o g i z i n g  o f  lo v e :
It i s  n o t ,  in d e e d ,  th e  b e r e a v e d  l o v e r  o n ly  w h o  f in d s  in  a 
f e m a l e  f i g u r e  the  i d e a l  r e c i p i e n t  o f  h i s  i m p u l s e s  o f  
a d o r in g  l o v e .  Of h o w  m a n y  c r e e d s  h a s  th is  b e e n  the  
i n s p i r i n g  e l e m e n t ! - - f r o m  the p a in t e r  w h o  in v o k e s  u p on  
h i s  c a n v a s  a  V ir g in  r e v e a l e d  in  s l e e p ,  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  
w h o  p r e a c h e s  th e  w o r s h i p  o f  H u m a n ity  in  a  w o m a n 's  l i k e ­
n e s s ,  to  b e  a t  o n c e  th e  M o th e r  and th e  B e l o v e d  o f  a l l .  ^
It i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  in  r e l a t i o n  to  t h i s  w o r s h i p  o f  h u m a n i ty  
th a t  the p r o s t i t u t e  b e c a m e  s u c h  an  im p o r t a n t  and p o s i t i v e l y  
e v a l u a t e d  f i g u r e .  We s a w  in  th e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r  s e v e r a l  
e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  w o r s h i p ,  and one  m ig h t  a l s o  r e c a l l  Joh n  D a v id ­
s o n ' s  " B a l la d  o f  a  N un" in  w h ic h  th e  t i t l e  c h a r a c t e r  r e c e i v e s  
th e  f a v o r  o f  th e  V ir g in  M a r y  w h e n  s h e  l e a v e s  th e  c o n v e n t  to  
" w o r s h ip  s in f u l  m a n .  " We a l s o  s a w  in  th e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  a r e a s o n
In T h e  R e l i g i o n  o f  B e a u t y : S e l e c t i o n s  F r o m  the  A e s t h e t e s ,  
e d .  R ic h a r d  A ld o n g to n  (L o n d o n , 1950 ) ,  p . 2 0 9 .
^Ibid. , p. 213.
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f o r  th is  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  th e  w o r s h i p  o f  h u m a n i t y  w ith  th e  p r o s t i t u t e .  
S he w a s  th e  w o m a n  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  b o th  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  
l o v e  and c a p a b le  o f  lo v i n g  a s  a  t o t a l  p e r s o n  in  a c c o r d  w ith  a  
r o m a n t i c  i d e a l .  A nd t h i s ,  i t  s e e m s  to  m e ,  i s  a  v a l id  i n f e r e n c e  
f r o m  th e  c o u r s e  o f  n in e  t e e  n t h - c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l in g !  w ith  
the  p r o s t i t u t e .  A s  p e o p le  m o r e  and m o r e  c a m e  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  
s e x  w a s  "the a l l e g o r y  o f  L o v e  in  th e  p h y s i c a l  w o r ld ,  " t h e y  c a m e  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  to  c o n s i d e r  the  p r o s t i t u t e  c a p a b le  o f  th e  h i g h e s t  
l o v e .
T h is  t e n d e n c y  to a n a lo g iz e  th e  p h y s i c a l  and th e  s p i r i t u a l
and to  e v a lu a t e  b o th  a s  good  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  i m p l i e d  b e l i e f s
( if  n o t  th e  d o c t r i n e s )  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  c a p a b le  o f
p r o d u c in g ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  the  m o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  f l e s h  d ic t a t e d
b y  th e  B e n e d ic t in e  R u le .  T h u s ,  th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  s e x  and th e
p r o s t i t u t e  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e  l a t e - c e n t u r y  d e c l in e  o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y .
A n d  th at  w h ic h  c a m e  to  be  u s e d  (w h e th e r  b e l i e v e d  in  o r  n o t)
a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  c o n t e x t  i s  i m p l i e d  in  th e  p a s s a g e  q u o ted  a b o v e  by
M y e r s .  F o r  "the M o th e r  and B e l o v e d  o f  a l l"  i s  a f ig u r e  l a b e l l e d
9
b y  G. R a t t r a y  T a y lo r  a s  a p r o s t i t u t e .  She i s  no l e s s  th a n  th e
g
E d w a r d  C a r p e n t e r ,  L o v e ' s  C o m in g  o f  A g e  ( C h ic a g o ,  1903 ) ,
p. 25.
^Sex in H is to ry  (New York, 1954), p. 228.
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" g r e a t  M o th e r  G o d d e s s ,  th e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  the  r e p r o ­
d u c t iv e  e n e r g i e s  o f  n a t u r e " 10 w h o  w a s  w o r s h ip p e d  and a d o r e d  
th r o u g h o u t  A s i a  in  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c e r e m o n i e s  a l l  o f  w h ic h  had  in  
c o m m o n  s o m e  f o r m  o f  p r o s t i t u t io n .  A s  C h r i s t ia n i t y  d e c l in e d  
in  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  p e o p le  tu r n e d  to  p a s t  c u l t u r e s  fo r  
v a l u e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  and f o r m s .  T h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  C lau d e  A m e l iu s  
G o ld e n h e a r t  m a y  be  C h r i s t ia n ,  but one  s h o u ld  n o t  l o s e  s ig h t  o f  
th e  f a c t  th a t  i t  i s  a l s o  " P r i m i t i v e .  " S i m i l a r l y ,  C o l l in s  r p e n c h a n t  
f o r  m e a n in g f u l  n a m e s - - M e r c y  M e r r i c k ,  M a g d a le n  Y a n s to n e  
(No N a m e , 1 8 6 3 ) - - l e a d s  h i m  to  g iv e  th e  n a m e  L y d ia  to  one  o f  
h i s  s c h e m i n g  w o m e n  t r y in g  to  m a k e  a  w e a l t h y  m a r r i a g e  (A r m a d a l e , 
1 866).  He a p p a r e n t ly  a d o p te d  th e  n a m e  b e c a u s e  e v e n  in to  C h r i s t ia n  
t i m e s  r e l i g i o u s  p r o s t i t u t i o n  p e r s i s t e d  in  th e  A s i a n  k in g d o m  of  
th a t  n a m e . 11 T h u s ,  a s  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n s  c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  to  
c e l e b r a t e  "the r e p r o d u c t i v e  e n e r g i e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  " one o f  the f e w  
t h in g s  l e f t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  in  a w o r ld  m o r e  and m o r e  th o u g h t  o f  a s  
on e  v a s t  u n r e a l  c i t y  o f  d r e a d f u l  n ig h t ,  t h e y  c a m e  to  e l e v a t e  th e  
p r o s t i t u t e  w ith  h e r  c e n t u r y  o ld  t i e s  w ith  r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h ip .
^ S i r  J a m e s  G e o r g e  F r a z e r ,  T he G o ld e n  B o u g h : A  Study  
in  M a g ic  and  R e l i g i o n , a b r id g e d  e d .  (N ew  Y o rk ,  1951), p. 3 85 .
n Ib id .
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If B la k e ' s  y o u th fu l  h a r lo t ,  then, p r o p h e s i e s  d o o m  at the  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  one  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r  
t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  th e  c o n d e m n e d  w h o r e  o f  th e  E v a n g e l i ­
c a l s ,  th e  e x te n u a te d  v i c t i m  o f  th e  h u m a n i t a r ia n s ,  and th e  n e w  
p r o s t i t u t e ,  the  " p r i e s t e s s "  o f  r o m a n t i c  n a t u r a l i s m ,
h e r  f r o m  w h o s e  l i p s  th e  s e c r e t  n a m e s  o f  th e  i m m o r t a l s ,  
and  o f  th e  th in g s  n e a r  t h e ir  h e a r t s ,  a r e  ab ou t to  c o m e ,  
th a t  th e  i m m o r t a l s  m a y  c o m e  a g a in  in to  th e  w o r ld .  B o w  
d o w n , and u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  ab ou t to o v e r t h r o w  
th e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  t o - d a y  and b r in g  th e  th in g s  th a t  w e r e  
y e s t e r d a y ,  th e y  h a v e  no one  to  h e lp  t h e m ,  but one w h o m  
th e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  t o - d a y  h a v e  c a s t  ou t.  B o w  d o w n  and v e r y  
lo w ,  f o r  t h e y  h a v e  c h o s e n  fo r  t h e i r  p r i e s t e s s  th is  w o m a n  
i n  w h o s e  h e a r t  a l l  f o l l i e s  h a v e  g a t h e r e d ,  and in  w h o s e  
b o d y  a l l  d e s i r e s  h a v e  aw a k ed ;  th is  w o m a n  w ho  h a s  b e e n  
d r i v e n  ou t  o f  T i m e  and h a s  l a i n  u p o n  th e  b o s o m  o f  E t e r n i t y .  ^
W i l l ia m  B u t le r  Y e a t s ,  " T he  A d o r a t io n  o f  the M a g i ,  " 
•’•n  T h e  C o l l e c t e d  W o r k s  in  V e r s e  & P r o s e  o f  W i l l i a m  B u t le r  
Y e a ts  ( S t r a t f o r d - o n - A v o n ,  1908),  VII, 17 2 -1 7 3 .
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